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TO  i  E 

Prince  of  TURENNE, 


H  O’  you  are  at  this  age  too  young  to 
know  all  the  merit  of  a  Great-Unkle, 
with  whofe  Hiflory  I  here  prefent 
you ;  yet  in  proportion  as  your  underftand- 
ihg  opens,  and  your  heart  becomes  fufceptible 
.j.  of  the  impreflions  proper  to  form  it,  you  will 
in  the  actions  of  his  Life  difcover  the  principles 
which  ought  to  guide  you,  and  the  virtue^ 
which  ought  to  animate  you  throughout  the 
courfe  of  yours * 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  from  his  tender 
years  lhewed  a  great  command  of  his  paffions; 
an  uncommon  candor  in  owning  his  faults,  and 
a  no  lefs  uncommon  refolution  in  corredting 
them;  a  predominant  love  of  truth;  a  bene- 
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DEDICATION. 

volence  that  was  full  of  noblenefs ;  a  generous 
companion  for  the  unfortunate ;  and  all  the 
fentiments  worthy  of  his  birth. 

When  he  began  his  apprenticeship  to  the 
profeffion  of  Arms  under  his  unkle  Prince 
Maurice,  his  earneft  deSire  of  improvement  in 
the  military  Art  made  him  feek  dangers,  and 
inure  himfelf  to  hardships.  He  put  queftions 
to  his  feniors  with  refpeil,  and  by  his  de¬ 
ference  to  their  judgment  engaged  them 
to  communicate  to  him  what  they  knew. 
Far  from  Shocking  the  fe!f-love  of  his  ri¬ 
vals,  he  by  his  modefty  drew  them  to  in¬ 
terest  themfelves  in  his  fuccefs.  He  gained 
the  univerfal  affection  of  the  foldiers,  and  was 
often  known  to  refufe  himfelf  neceffaries  that 
he  might  relieve  them  in  their  diftrefs. 

At  the  age  of  3  2  he  was  raifed  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Army,  and  Shewed  himfelf  no  lefs 
qualified  to  guide  the  State  by  his  Councils,  than 
to  defend  it  by  his  Valour.  Humanity,  difin- 
tereftednefs  and  a  noble  Simplicity  accompani¬ 
ed  him  in  his  victories :  Religion  purified  and 
perfected  all  his  V  irtues ;  in  a  word  he  merit¬ 
ed  the  Elogium  of  having  been  the  *  sup- 

*  Words  of  the  Queen-mother  Anne  of  Auftria. 
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port  of  the  Throne,  the  Father  of  his  Sol¬ 
diers ,  the  Delight  of  his  Countrymen ;  and  -f-  an 
Honour  to  Human  Kind. 

Only  hope  of  an  illustrious  House," 
behold  here  your  model:  read  this  work  incef- 
fantly  j  and  whenever  you  are  going  to  corn- 
mit  any  of  thofe  faults  that  are  but  too  common 
with  youth,  afk  yourfelf.  Would  Furenne  have  done 
this  ?  Haften  to  get  out  of  the  Rate  of  child¬ 
hood,  and  fhew  betimes,  that  you  will  one  day 
be  worthy  of  the  Heroes  whole  blood  flows  in 
your  veins :  they  call  upon  you  to  tread  in  their 
Reps,  and  I  already  perceive  that  you  will  hear¬ 
ken  to  their  admonition  :  it  is  by  this  alone  that 
you  can  recompenfe  the  afliduity,  the  zeal,  and 
the  extreme  tendernefs  of  a  faithful  fervant  who 
has  devoted  himfelf  to  the  care  of  your  education. 


De  R  a  m  s  a  y. 


f  Words  of  Montecuculli. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  Author  of  this  Hiftory  has  been  fo  happy  as 
to  find  materials  for  it  of  indifputable  authority. 

I.  'T'  HE  Memoirs  of  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne ,  writ- 
X  ten  with  his  own  hand  ten  years  before  his  death  : 
they  contain  the  Hiftory  of  his  campaigns  from  the  yea  r 
1643,  in  which  he  was  made  Marjhal  of  France i  to  the 
Peace  of  the  Pyrenees. 

II.  A  great  number  of  letters  from  the  Vifcount  to  Queen 
'Anne  of  Auftria,  Lewis  the  XIVth,  the  Prince  of  Conde , 
Cardinal  Mazarin ,  and  the  Secretaries  of  State  ;  to  Kings , 
Electors ,  and  other  foreign  Princes ,  and  to  his  friends  and 
reldtions  %  alfo  fever al  infer udtions  which  he  drew  up  by  the 
King's  order ,  for  the  Ambaffadors  of  France  at  Vienna , 
Madrid ,  London ,  the  Hague ,  in  Sweden  and  in  Portugal. 
2 "he  Vifcount' s  Memoirs  abovemeniioned  and  fome  of  his 
Letters  and  Inf  ruElions ,  the  originals  of  which  are  pre- 
ferved  in  his  Family ,  are  printed  at  the  end  of  this  work. 

III.  The  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  Fork ,  afterwards 
"James  II.  King  of  Great -Britain,  who  ferved  four  years 
with  the  Vifcount  during  the  Civil  Wars ,  and  two  years 
•with  the  Prince  of  Conde  in  the  Spanijh  Army  :  both  which 
great  Generals  admir'd  the  Duke's  bravery  and  capacity. 
The  night  or  next  day  after  any  affiion  had  happened ,  he 
wrote  in  his  own  tongue  an  account  of  what  he  had 
been  witnefs  of  and  afterwards  jhewed  it  to  the  General 
The  original  manujeript  was  depofted  in  the  Scots  College 
at  Paris.  In  1696.  King  James  caufed  that  part  of  his 
Memoirs  which  regarded  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  to  be 
tranflated  into  French ,  and  gave  it  to  the  late  Cardinal 
de  Bouillon:  eight  years  after,  the  Queen  his  Confort  fent 
that  Cardinal  another  tranfation  of  the  fame  Memoirs , 
figned  with  her  own  hand ,  fealed  with  her  broad  feal ,  and 
counter  figned  by  my  Lord  Caryll  Secretary  of  State. 

IV.  The  Manufcript  memoirs  of  Fremont  d'  Ablancourt : 
The  Vifcount ,  in  whofe  interef  he  was ,  and  who  had  em¬ 
ployed  him  in  the  negotiations  with  Portugal  and  Germa¬ 
ny  i 
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ny,  bad  often  entertained  him  with  the  particulars  of  his 
education ,  his  youth  and  his  appr entice foip  in  the  art  of 
war  :  and  'tis  from  him  chiefly  that  we  have  taken  what 
relates  to  the  firft  years  of  the  Vifcount's  life. 

V.  The  Memoirs  of  Langlade  Secretary  to  Frederic 
Maurice  Duke  of  Bouillon,  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne's  bro¬ 
ther.  Langlade  is  the  lefs  to  be  fufpecled  in  what  he  fays 
to  the  Vifcount's  advantage,  as  he  complains  of  him  for 
having  flood  in  the  way  of  his  advancement.  The  King 
intending  to  fend  Langlade  on  an  embaffy  into  foreign 
countries ,  afked  Marfhal  Turenne's  opinion  of  his  capacity ; 
the  Marfhal  ingenuoufly  anfwered,  I  love  and  efteem  him ; 
but  I  think  him  better  qualified  for  any  other  employ¬ 
ment  than  that  for  which  your  Majefty  defigns  him. 

VI.  Defchamps's  work:  The  Prince  of  Conde  after¬ 
wards  placed  this  Gentleman  about  his  grandfon  the  Duke 
of  Bourbon,  becaufe  he  was  an  able  Officer,  and  very  ca¬ 
pable  to  contribute  to  the  education  of  that  young  Prince. 
Def champs  ferved  under  the  Vifcount  in  his  two  laft  cam¬ 
paigns,  of  which  he  has  wrote  the  Hiftory  •,  it  was  revi¬ 
sed  and  approved,  by  the  Marfhal  de  Lorges  the  Vifcount's 
nephew.  His  file  is  neither  elegant  nor  cor  reft ;  but  he 
has  there  clearly  ft  forth  the  conduft  of  the  Generals. 

VII.  The  manufcript  Hiftory  of  the  Abbot  Raguenet  : 
be  wrote  the  Vifcount's  Life  by  the  order  and  under  thein- 
fpetlion  of  Cardinal  de  Bouillon ,  who  had  learnt  feveral 
1  particulars  from  his  Unkle' s  own  mouth,  or  from  authori¬ 
ties  no  lefs  to  be  depended  upon.  The  fatts  which  the  Ab¬ 
bot  relates  are  true,  the  dates  cxabl,  and  the  narration 
clear,  but  hefeems  rather  to  have  wrote  a  Journal  thanji 

|  Hiftory. 

VIII.  The  author  has  carefully  read  over  moft  of  the 
writers  of  any  credit  who  have  treated  of  the  tranfattions 
and'  events  of  the  Vifcount's  time,  fuch  as  Puffendorf,  Vit¬ 
torio-  Siri,  IV ilkenier,  Retz,  Rochefoucault,  Bardee , 

,  Monglat,  General  Morgan  an  Englifhman,  who  has  given 
a  relation  of  the  battle  of  Dunes,  and  feveral  others 
:  whom  ' tis  needlefs  to  mention. 

.  IX.  As  to  the  particulars  of  the  laft  campaigns  the  Vifcount 

made , 
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made,  the  author  has  confulted  the  Marquis  d'  Ime  court,  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Montmedi  and  Lieutenant-General  in  the  King's 
Army,  who  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  mofl  of  the  Vifcount' s  ex¬ 
ploits  after  the  war  with  Holland.  Lhe  Marquis  had  often 
heard  the  Vifcount  fpeak  of  the  reafons  of  his  military  ac¬ 
tions  and  defigns :  he  was  moreover  for  fever al  years 
very  intimate  with  the  Marfhals  de  Duras  and  de  Lorges 
and  the  principal  Officers  that  were  formed  under  the 
Vifcount. 

In  order  to  digeft  thefe  materials  into  one  connected  Hi- 
ftory ,  the  author  has  intermixed  political  negotiations  with 
military  expeditions :  he  has  endeavoured  in  fever  al places 
to  fet  forth  the  fate  of  Europe  in  general,  that  of  France 
in  particular,  the  intrigues  of  the  Court,  the  inter  efts  of  the 
Princes  and  the  characters  of  the  contemporary  Generals , 
with  a  view  to  fhew  the  origin  of  thofe  wars  in  which  the 
Vifcount  difplayed  his  abilities.  He  has  however  taken 
care  to  keep  the  Vifcount  always  in  fight ,  to  avoid  every 
thing  that  has  not  fome  relation  to  the  Hiftory  of  his  Life, 
and  not  to  let  the  principal  object  be  loft  in  a  multitude  of 
epifodical  details. 

When  the  author  has  wanted  authentick  Memoirs  he  has 
not  taken  the  liberty  to  fupply  that  defect  by  conjecture :  he 
has  always  fcrupuloufly  preferredtruth  to  probability, know¬ 
ing  that  hiftorians  have  not,  like  poets,  a  privilege  of  in¬ 
venting  in  order  to  embellifh.  From  the  fame  regard  to  the 
Laws  of  Hiftory,  which  no  more  permit  to  fupprefs  what  is 
true  than  to  affiert  what  isfalfe,  he  has  not  diffiembled  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne's  faults :  too  perfect  a  virtue  feems 
inimitable  •,  it  difcourages  fome ,  irritates  others,  and  is  fuj- 
peCted  by  all,  becaufe  men,  how  great  foever  they  be,  have 
ftill  fome  mark  upon  them  to  fhew  that  they  are  but  men. 

As  the  only  end  of  this  work  is  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity  the 
memory  of  a  man,  whofe  civil  and  military  vertues  will  al¬ 
ways  ferve  as  a  model  to  good  fubjeCls  and  great  Captains , 
the  author  has  endeavoured  to  ufe  a  clear,  natural  and  ea- 
fy  file  without  aiming  at  ornaments  which  are  never  proper 
in  Hiftory,  much  lefts  in  the  life  of  a  man,  the  moft  diftin- 
guijhing  part  of  whofe  character  was  a  noble  fimplicity. 
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E  N  R  Y,  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  was  bom  The  vif- 
at  Sedan  the  eleventh  of  September 
of  Henry  de  la  Tour  d’ Auvergne  Duke 
oi  Bouillon,  Sovereign  of  Sedan,  and  E- 
lizabeth  de  Nafiau  daughter  to  William  de  Nafiau, 
the  firft  of  that  name.  Prince  of  Orange, and  Charlotte 
de  Bourbon  Montpenfier. 

The  Duke  of  Bouillon,  the  Vifcount’s  father,  was, The  char1' 
according  to  all  the  hiftorians  of  thofe  times,  a  man  Duke°of  ' 
ol  diftinguilhed  merit.  He  learnt  the  art  of  war  in  BomUon  the 
the  midft  of  the  troubles  with  which  France  was  agi-  fatheT.'1 4 
tated  during  the  tempeftuous  reigns  of  Charles  IX, 
and  Henry  III.  Being  from  his  tender  years  attach’d 
to  the  perlbn  of  Henry  IV,  he  became  *  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant, ,  the  Friend ,  and  the  Companion  of  that  Hero. 

He  difplay’d  his  military  virtues  againft  the  Dukes  of 
Guife,  Mayenne  and  Parma,  and  all  the  Generals 
ol  the  League.  Henry  the  Great  intrufled  him  with 
negotiations  of  the  utmoft  importance  in  England, 


*  The  words  of  Henry  IV. 
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in  the  United  Provinces,  and  at  the  Courts  of  the 
Princes  of  Germany.  The  Duke  had  a  clear  head, 
his  defigns  were  mafterly,  he  was  fruitful  in  expedi¬ 
ents,  and  ever  intent  upon  his  main  point.  He  knew 
men,  and  was  no  lefs  complaifant  in  humouring,  than 
fkillful  in  difcovering  their  taftes  and  inclinations  •, 
he  had  the  fecret  of  managing  their  pafiions,  and 
cou’d  put  in  motion  every  fpring  of  the  human  foul. 
The  vivacity  of  his  genius  was  temper’d  by  a  folid 
judgment,  which  made  him  obferve  a  due  medium 
between  a  rafh  precipitancy,  and  a  too  circumfpedtive 
flownefs.  Being  bred  up  under  the  care  of  the 
Conftable  of  Montmorency  his  mother’s  father,  in  an 
ignorance  but  too  common  at  that  time  among  the 
prime  Nobility  of  France,  he  of  his  own  accord  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  mathematics,  hiftory, 
politics,  morality,  and  all  the  fciences  which  might 
equally  qualify  him  for  council,  and  for  execution. 
His  proficiency  in  thofe  fciences  contributed  perhaps 
as  much  as  his  birth  and  valour  towards  placing 
him  at  the  head  of  the  Calvinift  party-,  an  advantage 
of  which  nothing  but  religious  prejudices  could  have 
made  him  ambitious,  and  which  did  him  lefs  ho¬ 
nour  than  the  character  of  Father  and  Proteflor 
■  of  Learnings  which  he  juftly  acquired  by  founding  an 
Academy  at  Sedan.  It  is  impofiible  to  behold  without 
regret  the  luftre  of  fo  many  noble  qualities  tarnifhed 
by  politics,  where  the  end  was  purfued  without  fuffi- 
cient  fcruple  about  the  choice  of  the  means. 

The  yif-  *  The  Duke  omitted  nothing  that  was  proper  for 
cation.3  edu"  the  education  of  his  fons,  Frederic  Maurice  Prince 
of  Sedan,  and  the  Vifcountde  Turenne  who  was  five 
years  younger  than  the  Prince.  As  the  intimate  u- 
nion  which  always  fubfifted  between  the  two  brothers 
had  an  influence  upon  the  principal  actions  of  the 

*  The  hiftorical  fa£ts  of  this  book  are  taken  from  the  Manufcript  me¬ 
moirs  of  Fremont  d’ Ablancourt,  the  Memoirs  of  Langlade,  Vittorio  Siri, 
and  Monglas,  and  from  Puffcndorf  da  Rsbus  Succicis, 
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Vifcount’s  life,  and  the  counfels  and  example  of  the 
one  frequently  determined  the  conduct  of  the  other, 
it  will  be  impofTible  to  avoid  fometimes  intermixing 
the  hiftory  of  the  elder  with  that  of  the  younger. 

They  were  both  educated  at  Sedan  in  the  Proteftant 
Religion,  and  thoroughly  inftruded  in  its  principles 
and  tenets.  The  Prince  of  Sedan  was  placed  under 
the  tuition  of  the  famous  du  Moulin  a  rigid  Calvi- 
nift,  and  the  Vifcount  under  that  of  Daniel  Tilenus, 
a  Calvinift  too,  but  of  the  tolerating  principle  ;  and 
to  this  perhaps  might  be  chiefly  owing  the  delay  of 
the  Vifcount’s  converfion  ;  becaufe  of  all  the  Prote¬ 
ftant  fyftems,  that  of  toleration  feems  the  leaft  unrea- 
fonable.  As  foon  as  the  elder  brother’s  education 
was  finifhed  he  was  fent  to  Holland  to  learn  the  art 
of  war  under  his  uncle  Prince  Maurice,  while  the 
younger  continued  his  ftudies  at  Sedan. 

*  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  in  his  infancy  of The  firft 
a  very  tender  conftitution,  and  it  continued  weak  till  ^  of,the 
he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  which  made  his  father  military  dif- 
often  fay, that  he  would  never  be  able  to  bear  the  fa_ 
tigues  of  war.  To  convince  him  of  the  contrary, 
the  Vifcount  took  a  refolution,  when  he  was  but  ten 
years  old,  of  palling  a  winter’s  night  on  the  ram¬ 
part  of  Sedan.  _  f  The  Chevalier  de  Vaflignac,  his 
Governor,  having  fpent  fome  time  in  queft  of  him, 
found  him  afleep  on  the  carriage  of  a  cannon.  From 
that  time  he  gave  frequent  indications  of  his  extreme 
pafiion  for  war. 

At  his  firft  entrance  on  his  ftudies  he  learnt  with  The  v;r- 
difRculty  ;  and  his  flownels  of  parts  being  miftaken  count’s 
for  a  want  of  application,  brought  upon  him  corre&i-dies' 
ons  which  ferved  only  to  give  him  an  equal  aver  non 
to  his  inftrudors,  and  their  inftru&ions.  His  father 
therefore  took  another  courfe  with  him,  he  piciued 

r\  i  Mr.  Langlade  who  had  been  Secretary  to  the 

Duke  of  Bouillon. 

•  Wat  ^eat  uncIe  t0  tfie  Marquifs  d’lmecgyrt  Lisytenant  Ceneiai 

the  French  Troops, 
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him  in  point  of  honour,  and  made  him  fenfible  how 
unworthy  it  was  of  a  man  defigned  for  a  warrior, 
not  to  be  able  to  conquer  himfelf.  A  motive  fo  no¬ 
ble  proved  much  more  forcible  than  feverity  :  The 
young  Vifcount  applied  himfelf  to  ftudy  out  of  a 
mere  principle  of  magnanimity,  and  by  degrees  re¬ 
conciled  his  affections  to  it  fo  happily,  that  he  re¬ 
member’d  fome  of  the  molt  beautiful  paffages  of  the 
Latin  and  French  Poets  even  at  an  advanced  age. 
An.  1623.  *In  his  youth  he  was  very  fond  of  reading  hifto- 
die character  *7  ’  ar*d  elpecially  the  lives  of  fuch  great  men  as  had 
of  Alexander  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  military  virtues  and  ac- 
the  Great.  compliffiments :  He  was  mightily  taken  with  the 
character  of  Alexander  the  Great ;  the  genius  of 
that  Conqueror  fuited  the  tafte  of  the  young  Vifcount, 
whofe  ambition  would  probably  have  pufht  him  on 
to  the  molt  glorious  enterprises,  had  he  lived  in 
thofe  times  when  valour  alone  authorized  men  to  di- 
fturb  the  peace  of  the  univerfe.  He  took  a  lingular 
pleafure  in  reading  Quintus  Curtius,  and  in  relating 
to  others  the  heroic  actions  he  found  in  that  author:. 
On  thefe  occafions  his  whole  gefture  became  more 
animated  than  ufual,  his  eyes  fparkled,  and  his  ima¬ 
gination  being  heated  got  the  better  of  the  natural 
difficulty  he  had  in  fpeaking.  An  officer  one  day 
took  the  liberty  to  tell  him,  that  his  favourite  hifto- 
rian  was  no  better  than  a  writer  of  romances  ;  which 
touched  the  young  Vifcount  to  the  quick.  The 
Duchefs  of  Bouillon  made  a  fign  to  the  officer  to 
perfift  •,  the  difpute  grew  warm,  the  boy  fell  into 
a  paffion,  left  the  company  abruptly,  and  privately 
fent  the  officer  a  challenge,  which  he  accepted  in  or¬ 
der  to  divert  the  Duchefs,  who  was  highly  pleas’d 
to  fee  thofe  early  marks  of  courage  in  her  fon.  The 
next  day  the  Vifcount  went  out  of  town  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  hunting,  and  arriving  at  the  place  of  ren- 

*  This  paffage  is  taken  from  the  manufeript  Memoirs  of  Mr.  de  Fre- 
taoiU  d’Ablancourt. 
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dezvous,  he  there  found  a  table  ready  fpread.  As  An.  1623. 
he  was  confideringwhat  this  preparation  could  mean, 
the  Duchefs  of  Bouillon  appear’d,  accompanied  by 
the  officer,  and  told  her  fon  fhe  was  come  to  be  fe- 
cond  to  the  Gentleman,  with  whom  he  was  to  fight  •, 
the  fportfmen  came  up ;  breakfaft  was  ferved , 
peace  concluded,  and  the  duel  changed  into  a  hunt¬ 
ing  match. 

He  was  not  yet  twelve  years  of  age  when  his  fa-  Jhet^if' 
ther  died,  after  a  life  full  of  agitation,  with  a  mix-  his  exeruib! 
ture  of  good  and  bad  fuccefs,  but  ftill  attended  with 
glory.  The  young  Vifcount’s  private  education  was 
continued  under  the  care  of  the  Duchefs  his  mother 
for  a  whole  year.  It  was  during  that  time  that  he 
learnt  his  exercifes,  in  which  he  fucceeded  better 
than  in  his  ftudies,  and  in  lefs  than  a  year  was  able 
to  ride  the  molt  ungovernable  horfes.  The  Count 
de  Rouffy,  who  was  afterwards  his  brother-in-law, 
brought  one  to  Sedan  fo  vicious  and  fiery  that  no 
body  would  venture  to  mount  him.  The  Vifcount 
animated  by  the  example  of  Alexander,  who  about 
the  fame  age  broke  his  Bucephalus,  refolved  to  imi¬ 
tate  him,  and  in  fpight  of  all  the  remonflrances  of 
his  fervants,  terrified  at  the  danger  to  which  he  ex- 
pofed  himfelf,  perfifled  in  his  refolution,  mounted 
the  fiery  horfe,  managed  him  with  addrefs,  and 
broke  him. 

But  courage  was  not  the  only  good  quality  lie  dif-  ^f24- 
cover’d  in  his  youth  :  from  his  earlieft  years  he  was  count’s  qUa- 
remarkable  for  a  difcretion  becoming  a  riper  age;  an  y'‘uetshm  hl* 
invariable  tafte  for  whatever  was  realonable ;  a  great 
command  of  his  paffions,  though  of  a  lively  temper 
and  eafily  moved  ;  a  mildnefs  and  moderation  that 
feem’d  more  the  refult  of  reflection,  than  the  effeCt 
of  conftitution  ;  a  predominant  love  of  truth,  a  na¬ 
tural  abhorrence  of  lying,  cunning  and  diffimulation  •, 
and  above  all  fuch  uncommon  humanity,  and  cha¬ 
rity,  that  he  relieved  feveral  poor  families  in  Sedan 
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An.  1624.  with  the  money  allow’d  him  for  his  pocket  expen- 
ces,  and  indulged  himfelf  in  no  fuperfluities  of  drefs, 
that  he  might  be  in  a  condition  of  affifting  thofe  who 
wanted  necefiaries. 

.  Fie  was  fcarce  thirteen  years  old  when  the  Duchefs 

Hoinid.lnt°  of  Bouillon  refolved  to  fend  him  into  Holland,  whi¬ 
ther  the  Prince  of  Sedan  his  elder  brother  had  been 
lent  beiore.  Europe  was  at  this  time  involv’d  in 
blood  and  daughter .  It  will  be  proper  here  to  give 
a  fummary  account  of  the  origin  of  thofe  factions 
and  civil  wars  wherein  it  had  been  a  long  time  em¬ 
broiled,  that  the  reader  may  have  a  view  of  the 
theatre,  on  which  the  Vifcount  is  going  to  appear. 
a  general  Superfluous  practices  introduced  in  contempt  of 
lituation  of6  rules,  the  idle  difputes  of  fome  fcholaftics,  and  the 
Europe  and  corrupt  morals  of  part  of  the  Clergy,  had  been  the 
chief  fources  of  all  the  fcandals  which  prevail’d  in 
the  Church.  Thofe  who  had  a  mind  to  lhake  off 
its  yoke,  came  gradually  to  confound  the  abufes  of 
religion  with  its  principles,  opinions  with  dodtrines, 
and  what  was  only  tolerated  with  what  was  com¬ 
manded.  Obedience,  the  only  means  of  uniting  the 
multitude  incapable  of  reafoning,  quickly  became 
odious.  The  Proteftants  divided  themfelves  into 
two  principal  fedls,  of  which  Luther  and  Calvin 
were  the  heads.  The  enthufiafts  and  unbelievers 
made  fevered  divifions  and  fubdivifions,  appealing 
from  the  tribunal  of  authority  to  that  of  private  in- 
fpiration, or  prefumptuous  reafon.  *From  the  fchools 
the  fire  of  difcord  fpread  quickly  to  the  Courts 
of  Princes-,  and  every  one  efpoufed  that  party  which 
beft  fuited  with  his  genius,  or  politics.  Intereft,  am¬ 
bition,  a  love  of  independence,  fondnefs  of  being 
at  the  head  of  a  faction,  brutal  pafilons,  and  refined 
vices  affumed  the  difguife  of  religion,  ftirr’d  up  re¬ 
bellion  againft  the  two  powers  ecclefiaftical  and  ci- 

*  The  hiftory  of  the  wars  which  preceded  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  writ- 
ten  by  Fa.  Bougeant  of  the  fociety  of  Jefuso 
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vil,  and  every  where  produced  great  revolutions.  An.  1624. 
Guftavus  Vafa  having  lnatched  the  Crown  of  Swe-'^^ 
den  from  Chriftiern  II,  and  being  incenfed  at  the 
avarice  and  ambition  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Upfal, 
embraced  Lutheranifm,  while  Frederic  Duke  of 
Holftein,  who  had  feized  on  Denmark  and  Norway, 
introduced  the  fame  feci  in  thole  Kingdoms.  Hen¬ 
ry  VIII  King  of  England  hurried  that  Nation  into 
a  fchifin  for  the  fake  of  his  amours,  and  to  feize  up¬ 
on  the  exceflive  riches  of  the  Clergy.  The  Scots 
forced  Mary  Stuart  their  Queen  into  banifhment, 
and  that  unhappy  Princefs  having  been  firft  the 
vidlim  of  her  own  weaknefs,  became  a  martyr  to  her 
religion.  During  the  minority  of  Henry  the  fecond’s 
children,  Calvinifm  involved  France  in  all  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  civil  war.  The  jealoufy  which  fome  of  the 
Princes  of  Germany  entertain’d  of  the  houfe  of  Au- 
ftria,  occafioned  the  Germanic  body  to  divide  it  felf 
into  two  fadlions,  the  Evangelical  Union  and 
the  Catholic  League.  Switzerland  followed  the 
example  of  Germany,  tho’  the  manly  fimplicity  and 
honeft  plain  fenfe  of  the  Swifs  ought  naturally  to 
have  fecur’d  them  from  thofe  exceffes  into  which 
men  are  hurry’d  by  preemption.  The  Proteftants 
of  Bohemia  threw  off  the  yoke  of  their  lawful 
King  Ferdinand  the  fecond,  and  this  war,  by  an 
infenfible  progrefs,  put  all  Europe  into  a  flame. 

The  United  Provinces,  driven  to  defpair  by  the  in¬ 
humanity  of  the  Duke  of  Alba ,  freed  themfelves 
from  the  Spanifh  domination  under  the  condudl  of 
William  Prince  of  Orange.  All  thefe  calamities  and 
revolutions  were  the  fruits  of  a  miftaken  zeal,  the 
fatal  effedls  of  which  were  ftill  felt  when  the  Vif¬ 
count  de  Turenne  prepared  to  begin  his  apprentice- 
fhip  in  war. 

The  affairs  of  the  Dutch  were  at  this  time  in  a  V 

much  more  flourifhing  condition  than  they  had  been  Holland' 
under  the  great  Prince  William.  They  had  for  fe- 
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An.  i6i4.veral  years  ftruggled  againft  the  powerful  Monarchy 
of  Spain,  were  feldom  victorious,  and  often  driven 
to  extremities.  This  war  had  already  lafted  near  60 
years,  and  had  coft  the  King  of  Spain  immenfe  fums, 
and  almoft  a  million  of  men.  All  Europe  was  in 
aftonifhment  to  fee  that  great  Monarch,  with  all 
the  treafures  of  the  Indies,  not  able  to  reduce  a  petty 
Republic,  which  was  fo  weak  in  its  beginnings,  that 
to  reprefent  its  piteous  condition,  the  Hollanders  had 
ftampt  upon  their  money  a  fhip  in  the  midft  of  a 
ftormy  fea  without  fails,  without  mails,  and  juft 
ready  to  periili.  The  furprifing  exploits  of  Prince 
Maurice,  the  Vifcount’s  uncle  by  the  mother,  had 
reviv’d  their  courage  and  repaired  their  ftrength. 
Tho’  but  1 6  years  old  when  firft  call’d  to  the  cornu 
mand  of  the  army,  he  had  by  this  time  eftablifh’d 
the  Commonwealth  upon  a  foot  which  made  her  re- 
fpeofced  by  her  neighbours,  and  fear’d  by  her  ene¬ 
mies.  He  had  forced  the  Spaniards  to  recognize 
Holland  for  a  free  and  fovereign  State.  He  had 
made  a  truce  with  them  .for  twelve  years  in  1609. 
This  truce  expiring  in  1621,  hoftiiities  were  then  re¬ 
newed,  and  the  Spaniards  defpaired  of  fuccefs  in  the 
war  while  that  Hero  liv’d.  He  was  a  Prince  of  ad¬ 
mirable  judgment,  extraordinary  valour  and  con- 
fummate  prudence.  He  had  the  dent  of  infinua- 
tion,  a  majeftic  air,  and  all  the  qualities  of  a  man 
born  to  be  the  founder  of  a  Commonwealth,  to 
difeipline  amarmy,  and  eftablifh  civil  polity  among 
a  people. 

An.  1625.  .  The  Duchefs  of  Bouillon,  having  learnt  that  Car- 
The  vii-  djna]  Richelieu  had  laid  a  defign  to  compleat  the 
as  a  voiun- deftruftion  of  the  Huguenots,  would  not  fuffer  her 
hiT  uncle  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  to  ferve  in  a  war  a- 
Prince Mau-gainft  thofe  of  her  own  Religion.  She  fent  him  in- 
to  Holland  towards  the  beginning  of  the  year  1625. 
Prince  Maurice  his  uncle  received  him  with  great 
kindnefss  and  being  defirous  thoroughly  to  know 
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his  character,  difcours’d  with  him  often  in  private.  An.  1625, 
The  Vifcount  had  no  natural  eloquence,  nor  any^>v**J 
thing  outward  that  was  very  fhining;  but  Prince 
Maurice  quickly  difcover’d  the  qualities  in  which 
he  excelled,  and  neglected  nothing  to  unfold  and 
improve  them.  This  great  General  being  perluaded 
that  there  are  an  infinity  of  ufeful  knowledges,  which 
are  only  to  be  acquired  by  defcending  to  the  loweft 
employments,  and  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  greateft 
adtions  depends  oftentimes  upon  fuch  minuteneffes 
as  cannot  be  known  but  by  entring  into  all  the  de¬ 
tail  of  war,  treated  the  Vifcount  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  that  he  had  done  the  Prince  of  Sedan,  and  made 
him  carry  a  mufket  before  he  rais’d  him  to  any  poft 
of  command.  The  Vifcount  ferved  at  firft  as  a  vo¬ 
lunteer,  and  fnewed  fuch  refolution ,  patience,  and 
application,  as  made  his  uncle  conceive  the  greateft 
hopes  of  him  :  But  in  three  months  after  the  Vif- 
count’s  arrival  in  Holland  Prince  *  Maurice  died. 

Henry  Frederick  his  brother  fucceeded  to  his  eftate, 
to  the  government  of  the  Provinces,  and  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Army.  As  the  Spaniards  then  redou¬ 
bled  their  efforts  to  crufh  the  Commonwealth,  fhe 
renewed  her  alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive  with 
France;  and  Cardinal  Richelieu  finding  that  he 
fhould  ftand  in  need  of  the  maritime  forces  of  the 
Dutch  to  befiege  Rochelle,  apply ’d  himfelf  more 
than  ever  to  cement  the  union  between  the  King 
his  Matter  and  the  United  Provinces. 

Prince  Henry  gave  his  nephew  a  company  of  An.  1626. 
foot,  and  the  Vifcount  difcharged  the  duties  of  an 
officer  with  the  fame  exadtnefs  that  he  had  done  made  cap- 
thofe  of  a  private  foldier  :  His  company  made  the tam  of  fooC‘ 
fineft  appearance  and  was  the  beft  difciplin’d  of  any 
in  the  Army  :  Young  as  he  was,  he  did  not  rely 
upon  the  care  of  a  Lieutenant,  but  exercis’d  the  fol- 

*  died  the  23d  of  April  1625,  at  58  years  of  age,  according  to 
Baiilct,  Hiftoire  de  Kollande,  Tome  I.  pag.  439. 
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An.  1626.  diers  himfelf,  forming  them  with  patience,  andcor^ 
redting  them  with  mildnefs ;  he  ftridtly  requir’d  of 
them  not  only  a  great  exadtnefs  in  the  fervice,  but 
a  perfedt  regularity  of  manners  ;  he  ingag’d  them 
to  obedience  by  kindnefs,  and  refus’d  himfelf  fome- 
times  even  neceffaries  to  give  them  proofs  of  his  li¬ 
berality  *,  he  treated  the  other  foldiers  with  the  fame 
goodnefs,  fo  that  he  gain’d  the  affedtions  of  all. 
Inuring  himfelf  tohardfhip,  he  could  be  content  with 
little,  and  was  thereby  fecure  of  being  but  feldom 
in  want. 

An.  1627.  The  Vifcount  ferved  in  quality  of  Captain  at  the 
Thef  Vlfiv<  heges  of  Klundert,  Williamftadt  and  Groll,  and  in 
himfelf  to  moft  of  Prince  Henry’s  expeditions  againft  the  fa- 
eT'war!*6  art  mous  Spanifh  General  Spinola.  He  negledted  no 
opportunity  of  getting  inftrudtion.  You  might  fee 
him  continually  with  a  meafuring  rod  or  a  pencil 
in  his  hand  •,  he  examined  and  confidered  every 
thing  that  offer’d,  and  he  made  his  remarks  upon 
the  anfwers  he  receiv’d  from  the  officers,  engineers, 
pioneers  and  even  the  meaneft  foldiers,  to  his  quefti- 
An.  1628.0ns.  Wholly  intent  upon  his  point,  the  clefire  of 
learning  made  him  defpife  all  dangers,  and  he  was 
very  foon  in  a  condition  to  give  an  exadt  account  of 
all  that  paft.  Far  from  affedting  to  difplay  his  ta¬ 
lents  with  oftentation,  he  fought  inftrudtion  from  his 
feniors,  putting  queftions  to  them  with  politenefs, 
liftening  to  their  anfwers  with  vifible  pleafure,  and 
by  his  docility  engaging  them  to  communicate  to 
him  what  they  knew.  He  thought  much,  talk’d 
little,  and  when  any  queftion  was  aflced  him,  con¬ 
fin’d  himfelf  wholly  to  the  anfwer,  fpeaking  always 
with  modefly  and  diffidence.  Having  thus  fpent 
three  years  in  the  ftudy  of  the  military  art,  the  fiege 
of  Bois-le-Duc  furnifh’d  him  with  opportunities  of 
lhewing  in  a  more  fignal  manner  the  progrefs  he 
had  made. 
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This  place  was  of  great  importance  :  the  Dutch  An.  1629* 
exerted  all  their  efforts  to  take  it,  and  the  Spaniards 
theirs  to  defend  it.  It  was  commonly  called  th t*  Maid  Bofs-k-Duc. 
of  Brabant ,  becaufe  it  had  never  been  taken,  tho’  fe- 
veral  times  befieg’d.  The  waters  which  for  two 
thirds  of  the  year  overflow’d  the  country  all  round 
it  to  a  great  diftance,  made  it  almoft  inaccefii- 
ble.  It  was  encompafs’d  with  a  very  thick  wall 
ftrengthned  by  feven  great  baftions,  and  defend¬ 
ed  by  broad  and  deep  ditches.  The  four  prin¬ 
cipal  avenues  were  each  of  them  guarded  by  a  fort 
with  baftions,  and  upon  the  reft  were  feveral  fmall 
forts  or  redoubts.  Antoine  Schetz  Baron  de  Gro- 
bendonck  Governor  of  the  place  was  a  man  of  con- 
fummate  ability  and  experience  in  war,  but  the  gar- 
rifon  t^^fted  only  of  2300  foot  and  4  troops  of 
horfe.  ^The  very  firft  day  of  the  fiege  he  fent  away, 
with  the  permifion  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  all  the 
women  and  children  he  could,  and  maintain’d  by  all 
his  actions  the  high  reputation  he  had  acquir’d.  He 
receiv’d  an  unexpected  fuccour  of  800  men  from 
the  garrifon  of  Breda,, who  through  almoft  impafia- 
ble  morafies  and  overflow’d  grounds  ftole  by  night 
into  Bois-le-Duc  after  it  had  been  befieg’d  four  days. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  had  inverted  the  place  the  April  3°* 
laft  of  April  with  an  army  of  30000  men,  exclu- 
five  of  a  reinforcement  of  6000  fent  him  by  the 
States.  He  fpent  ten  days  entire  in  fecuring  his 
camp  by  lines  of  circumvallation,  with  very  broad 
and  fteep  trenches  fill’d  with  water  by  the  overflow¬ 
ing  of  three  fmall  rivers,  which  he  had  damm’d 
up  to  hinder  their  courfe  thro’  the  town,  and  to 
make  ufe  of  them  for  conveying  into  his  camp  the 
ammunition  and  provifions  brought  him  from  the 
Meufe  by  Creve-Coeur.  Diverfe  forts  with  bafti¬ 
ons  at  proper  diftances  were  rais’d  by  his  orders  ; 
and  the  quarters  were  diftributed  for  attacking  the 
town  and  outworks  at  four  different  places. 
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An.  1629.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  had  feen  all  thele  dif- 
pofftions,  he  had  been  witnefs  of  all  the  orders  given, 
he  obferved  when,  how,  and  by  whom  they  were 
executed,  he  looked  narrowly  into  every  thing  that 
pafs’d.  The  day  that  he  was  commanded  into  the 
trenches  was  to  him  a  day  of  repofe  rather  than 
fatigue,  becaufe  thofe  who  are  upon  this  kind,  of 
fervice  are  obliged  to  flay  a  long  time  in  the  fame 
poft.  The  third  of  June  the  Prince  of  Orange 
order’d  theVifcount  to  raife  the  battery  of  Four-and- 
twenty-pounders  that  made  the  firft  difcharge.  It 
was  placed  in  the  line  of  communication  between 
the  Englifh  and  the  French,  who  were  making  their 
approach  on  the  fide  of  fort  Ifabel  by  the  Prince  of 
Orange’s  quarter.  He  was  afterwards  charg’d  with 
the  direction  of  different  works,  and  order’^^g  force 
fome  pofts.  Scarce  had  he  perform’d  tl^^com- 
mifiions,  but  he  went  to  view  the  other  attacks, 
where  he  examin’d  how  the  fapps,  and  the  reft  of 
the  operations  were  carried  on,  and  what  was  the 
defign  of  each  of  them.  In  a  word  he  was  every 
where,  and  it  was  hard  to  diftir.guifh  whether  by 
order  or  as  a  volunteer.  His  Governor  in  vain  en  ■ 
deavour’d  to  difluade  him  from  expofing  his  per- 
fon  when  not  obliged  to  it.  The  Viicount  was 
deaf  to  all  he  cou’d  fay  upon  this  head  ;  on  other 
occaffons  he  refpehted  him  as  a  father.  The  Prince 
of  Orange  likewife  thought  it  neceffary  to  reprimand 
him  for  his  excels  of  courage  ;  yet  while  he  reprov¬ 
ed  him  he  could  not  diffemble  his  joy,  and  turning 
to  the  officers  who  were  prefent,  faid,  I  am  much 
mijlaken  or  this  young  man  will  one  day  equal  the 
greatefi  Captains.  Neverthelefs  to  reft  rain  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  his  nephew,  he  order’d  him  to  keep  for 
the  future  near  his  perfon.  The  very  next  day  the 
Vifcount  had  a  favourable  opportunity  of  getting 
this  order  recall’d.  He  earneftly  requefted  and  ob¬ 
tain’d  leave  to  follow  his  brother  the  Prince  of 
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Sedan,  now  Duke  of  Bouillon.  Prince  Henry  was  An.  1630? 
fending  him  with  a  detachment  of  Dutch  troops  to1*^W 
intercept  four  or  five  hundred  men  of  the  garrifon 
of  Breda,  who  were  coming  to  throw  themfelves 
into  Bois-le-Duc.  The  detachment  marched  and 
met  the  enemy :  the  action  was  brifk  on  both 
fides,  and  the  Spaniards  were  routed.  The  Vifcount 
who  had  fought  near  his  brother,  purfued  the  enemy 
fo  eagerly,  as  not  to  perceive  that  the  victorious 
troops  had  halted.  The  Duke  of  Bouillon  in  per- 
fon  carried  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  Spaniards 
to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  telling  him  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  knew  not  what  was  become  of  the  Vif¬ 
count  •,  immediate  fearch  being  made,  they  at 
length  found  him  ;  he  was  returning  with  fome  horfe 
that  had.  followed  him,  and,  not  without  anxiety, 
enquiring  news  of  his  brother.  As  foon  as  his  ap- 
prehenfions  were  removed,  he  went  back  to  meet 
nis  Governor,  who  had  been  wounded  near  him, 
and  whom  he  had  quitted  only  to  inform  himfelf  of 
the  fate  of  the  Duke  of  Bouillon. 

The  Spaniards  in  the  field  flattering  themfelves Bois-ie-Du» 
that  they  fhould  be  able  to  make  the  enemy  raife^^”1, 
the  fiege,  encouraged  the  garrifon  to  hope  for  ipeedy  taken, 
fuccour.  And  indeed  the  Marquis  de  Bergues  who 
commanded  the  Spanifh  army  appear’d  with  it  be¬ 
fore  the  entrenchments,  but  found  them  in  fuch 
good  order  that  he  durfi:  not  attempt  to  force  them  ; 
he  retired,  and  the  fiege  was  continued  with  more 
vigour  than  before.  The  Governor  having  then  no 
longer  any  hopes  of  being  relieved,  capitulated  after sept> 
a  four  months  fiege,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  grant¬ 
ed  him  all  the  honours  that  fo  brave  a  defence  had 
deferved. 

After  the  fiege  of  Bois-le-Duc  Prince  Henry  drove  An.  1630 
the  Imperialifts  and  Spaniards  entirely  out  of  the '-''"‘VNJ 
United  Provinces,  and  then  feized  all  the  places  they 
pofleffed  upon  the  Lower  Rhine. 
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An.  1630.  The  Vifcount  ferv’d  five  years  in  Holland,  but 
’-'''V'v'the  war  in  that  country  being  confined  wholly  to 
fieges,  and  not  opening  a  field  vaft  enough  to  his 
ambition  of  perfecting  himfelf  in  the  military  art, 
he  wiffed  earneftly  to  return  into  France,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  the  fituation  of  the  affairs  of  his 
family  call’d  him  thither. 

The  vif-  Cardinal  Richelieu  having  formed  a  defign  of 
“todiTfer"-  forcing  the  Duchefs  of  Bouillon  to  receive  a  French 
■vice  of  garrifon  into  Sedan,  that  Princefs  immediately  re¬ 
ality  of  ceiled  the  Vifcount  deTurenne  from  Holland,  and 
Colonel  of  fent  him  into  France  as  a  hoftage  to  prevent  any 
fwt’  meafures  being  taken  to  the  prejudice  of  her  eldeft 
fon’s  Sovereignty.  The  young  Vifcount  coming  to 
Court  was  received  by  the  King  and  the  Cardinal 
with  all  the  marks  of  diftindlion  due  to  his  birth, 
and  to  the  reputation  he  had  acquired,  which  was  al¬ 
ready  fpread  in  France.  Tho’  he  was  then  but  nine¬ 
teen  years  old,  a  regiment  of  foot  was  immediately 
given  him.  We  don’t  find  either  in  the  printed  me¬ 
moirs,  or  in  the  manufcripts  preferved  by  his  fa¬ 
mily,  any  particular  account  of  him  from  that  time 
till  the  fiege  ot  la  Motte,  at  which  he  ferved  four 
years  after  •,  but  before  we  fpeak  of  his  fervices  in 
France,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  a  view  of  the  ftate 
of  affairs  in  the  Kingdom. 

The  ftate  of  Lewis  the  XIIIth,  then  on  the  throne,  fhewed 
dom^vhen  himfelf  on  all  occaficns  a  Prince  of  great  valour,  and 
the  vifcount  he  was  well  fkilled  in  the  whole  art  of  war.  Fie  had 
f"rvkel the  penetration  enough  to  choofe  able  Minifters,  and 
commonly  regulated  his  adlions  by  their  councils. 
He  had  difcerned  the  fuperior  genius  of  Cardinal 
Richelieu,  a  Man  endowed  with  all  the  talents  that 
could  render  him  worthy  of  his  Mafter’s  choice. 
This  Minifter  was  no  fooner  at  the  helm  of  affairs, 
than  he  turned  his  thoughts  to  reduce  the.  power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  both  in  the  Empire  and  in 
Spain  ?  to  make  arts  and  commerce  flour  iff,  and  ta 
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enlarge  the  bounds  of  the  French  Monarchy.  Such  An.  1630. 
was  the  Cardinal’s  plan,  but  he  would  engage  in  no 
enterprize  abroad,  till  he  had  appeafed  the  troubles 
at  home. 

When  he  enter’d  upon  the  Adminiflration,he  found 
the  Royal  Authority  weaken’d  and  divided.  The 
Queen  Mother  Marie  de  Medicis,  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  the  King’s  brother,  the  Princes  of  the  blood, 
and  the  prime  Nobility  of  the  Kingdom  all  pre¬ 
tended  to  a  lhare  in  the  Government :  The  Parlia¬ 
ment ’ikewife  was  for  meddling  with  affairs  of  State, 
and  the  Calvinifts  were  contriving  how  to  form  an 
independent  Commonwealth  in  the  heart  of  France. 

All  thefe  malcontents  held  correfpondences  with  the 
neighbouring  Princes,  particularly  with  the  Dukes 
of  Savoy,  Lorrain  and  Bouillon,  who  by  the  means 
ofPignerol,  Nancy  and  Sedan  afforded  them  ready 
and  fecure  retreats.  The  Cardinal’s  firft  care  was 
to  find  out  proper  means  for  remedying  thefe  evils 
and  he  fucceeded.  As  the  dividing  of  the  Sovereign 
Power  had  been  the  fource  of  all  the  diforders  in  the 
State,  he  was  fenfible  that  the  only  way  to  cure  thofe 
diforders  was  by  putting  an  end  to  that  divifion  •,  and 
that  there  was  no  means  to  gain  refpedt  to  authority, 
but  by  making  it  all  center  in  the  lole  perfon  of  the 
King.  He  began  by  deftroying  the  power  of  the 
Huguenots.  He  befieged  Rochelle,  took  from 
them  that  place  which  was  thought  impregnable, 
feized  on  all  their  fortreffes,  and  put  an  end  to  thofe 
religious  wars  *,  which  had  fhaken  the  very  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  Monarchy  *f*.  He  obliged  the  Queen 
Mother,  who  was  mother-in-law  to  three  Sove¬ 
reigns,  the  King  of  Spain,  the  King  of  England,  and 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  to  quit  the  Kingdom,  and 
to  lead  an  unfettled  wandring  life,  not  one  of  thofe 
three  Potentates  daring  to  receive  her  into  his  I)o- 

*  See  Puffendcrf,  Hitt,  de  1’Ewope,  Tbm.  II.  p.  JS3. 
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An.  1 630.  minions.  He  forced  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  to  keeo 
'-'OTNJ  themfeJves  quiet,  refpedu  the  Royal  Authority,  -  nd  be 
fatisfy’d  with  their  own  demefnesand  dependencies,  or 
to  fhare  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Marie  de  Medicis. 
He  humbled  the  power  of  the  Grandees,  who  were 
become  unmanageable,  were  continually  caballing 
againft  the  Minifter,  and  would  not  obey  even  the 
King  himfelf,  but  while  he  left  them  in  the  exercife 
of  an  abfolute  authority  in  their  refpedcive  Govern¬ 
ments  ;  and  laftly  he  confined  the  jurifdidtion  or  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  within  its  due  bounds. 

Affairs  were  in  this  pofture  when  Cardinal  Riche¬ 
lieu  made  the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Bouillon,  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne’s  mother  *,  fign  a  treaty,  by 
which  fine  engaged  to  continue  firm  to  the  interefts 
of  France,  the  King  at  the  fame  time  promifing  to 
protedt  the  Houfe  of  Bouillon.  He  afterwards 
obliged  f  Vidtor  Amadeus  Duke  of  Savoy,  by  the 
treaty  of  Querafque,  to  furrender  Pignerol  and  its 
dependencies  to  the  King,  to  be  united  for  ever  to 
the  Crown  of  France  :  ||  And  he  fent  an  army  into 
Lorrain  to  punifh  the  levity  of  Charles  the  4th, 
Sovereign  of  that  State. 

Lorrain  in-  This  Prince  was  born  with  extraordinary  talents ; 
vaded.  but  his  ftrange  unaccountable  conduct  render’d  them 
all  ufelefs  and  even  hurtful  to  his  fubjedus.  He  had 
indeed  prudently  married  his  coufm  the  Princels  Ni¬ 
cole,  daughter  to  the  late  Duke,  and  by  thus  uniting 
all  the  rights  to  the  Duchy  of  Lorrain,  had  prevented 
the  difficulties  that  might  have  been  ftarted  in  regard 
to  fucceffion.  But  as  this  match  was  formed  only  on 
political  views,  Charles’s  difpofition  to  gallantry, 
and  his  wife’s  jealous  humour,  foon  occafioned  fuch 
quarrels  between  them,  as  produced  a  feparation  ; 
and  the  Princefs  retired  into  France  to  implore  the 
protedlion  of  Lewis  XIII,  which  was  granted. 
Charles  on  the  other  hand  adhered  to  the  Houfe  of 

*  In  the  yeari  6  30.  +  16.31.  j|  1633. 
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Auftria;  and  this  attachment  furniffi’d  the  Car- An.  1633: 
dinal  with  a  pretext  to  pollefs  himfelf  of  Nancy, 
and  afterwards  of  all  Lorrain. 

No  place  of  any  importance  remain’d  untaken,  J.^34* 
but  the  fortrefs  of  la  Motte,  fituated  on  the  top  ofofiaitotte; 
a  very  high  rock,  fo  hard  as  to  be  almoft  proof 
againft  fapping  and  undermining.  The  French  laid  made  Major 
fiege  to  it  in  the  beginning  of  March  their  quar- General* 
ters  were  but  a  league  or  two  from  the  place  j  the 
enemy  were  at  the  diftance  of  above  fifty.  As  foon 
as  the  Marffial  de  la  Force  arrived  before  la  Motte, 
he  drew  a  line  of  circumvallation  of  about  a  league, 
raifed  feven  batteries  confiding  all  together  of  thirty 
cannon,  and  made  difpofitions  for  four  attacks.  At 
the  fame  time  five  mines  were  dug,  though  with 
much  difficulty  on  account  of  the  hardnefs  of  the 
rock.  When  the  works  werefo  far  advanced  as  that 
the  befiegers  cou’d  batter  a  baftion,  the  Mar  dial 
order’d  his  fon,  the  Marquis  de  Tonneins,  upon 
that  fervice,  who  met  with  a  warm  reception,  and 
was  forced  to  retire.  The  next  day  the  Vifcount 
de  Turenne  mounted  the  trenches  with  his  Regiment, 
to  attack  the  fame  baftion  •,  and  his  reputation  en¬ 
gaged  the  attention  of  the  army  to  the  fuccefs  of 
that  enterprize.  The  befieged  not  only  fired  very 
brifkly,  but  likewife  rolled  ftones  of  an  enormous 
fize  from  the  top  of  the.  parapet,  which  falling  on 
the  points  of  the  rock,  broke  into  a  thoufand  pieces, 
and  killed  or  difabled  thofe  who  ventured  to  ap¬ 
proach.  The  Vifcount  marched  to  the  breach 
through  all  thefe  dangers,  and  his  foldiers,  encoura¬ 
ged  by  his  example,  feem’d  to  have  forgot  all  fear. 

The  Lorrainers,  animated  by  the  advantages  they 
had  gain’d  the  day  before,  fought  with  frelh  ar¬ 
dour,  and  redoubled  their  efforts,  but  in  vain  •,  the 
Vifcount  drove  them  from  the  baftion,  and  made  a 
lodgment  upon  it*.  What  was  moft  remarkable 

*  Mem.  de  BulTy  Rabutin,  Vol.  I.  p.  7. 
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An.  1 634. at  this  fiege  was,  that  the  Governor  being  killed,  his 
brother,  a  Capuchin  Friar,  continued  the  defence  of 
July  18.  the  place.  It  furrender’d,  after  a  fiege  of  five 
months ;  during  which  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  fo 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  enter- 
prize  was  thought  to  be  chiefly  owing  to  his  va¬ 
lour  and  fkill.  He  received  compliments  from 
the  whole  Army  on  this  occafion,  and  even  from 
the  Marquis  de  Tonneins,  who  wou’d  have  been 
jealous  of  a  competitor  lefs  modeft  :  but  the  Vif¬ 
count  had  nothing  in  his  behaviour  or  difcourfe 
that  favour’d  either  of  felf  applaufe  or  a  contempt  for 
any  one  *,  he  never  fhock’d  the  felf-love  of  others, 
becaufe  he  always  forgot  the  interefts  of  his  own  ; 
and  by  this  conduct  he  difpos’d  all  who  oblerv’d 
him  to  commend  him  equally  for  his  courage  and 
his  modefty.  It  was  under  thefe  impreflions  that 
the  Marfhal  de  la  Force  fpoke  of  him  in  the 
relation  he  fent  to  Court  of  the  fiege  of  la  Motte ; 
which  engaged  the  Cardinal  to  raife  the  Vifcount 
to  the  rank  of  Major  General  at  the  age  of  twenty 
three,  tho’  this  poll:  was  then  the  next  in  dignity  to 
that  of  Marfhal  of  France,  there  being  as  yet  no 
•  Lieutenant  Generals  in  the  French  armies. 

The  Duke  About  this  time  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  quitted  the 
kothenothe  fervice  of  Holland.  The  Prince  of  Orange  being 
vifcount,  in  an  advanced  age ,  and  having  but  one  fon  a 
viaofHoi-  child  in  the  cradle,  call;  his  eyes  on  his  nephew  to 
land  and  be- be  his  fucceffor  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
Provinces,  intending  likewile  to  give  him  one  ofhis 
daughters  in  marriage,  the  fame  that  was  afterwards 
married  to  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg ;  but  love 
oppofed  the  Duke  of  Bouillon’s  fortune.  In  fpight 
of  his  own  ambition  and  his  mother’s  remonftran-, 
ces  he  married  Eleanor,  Countefs  of  Bergues  *  whofe 
beauty,  wit  and  virtue  Were  no  lefs  illuftrious  than 


comes  a  Ca- 
tholick 


*  She  defended  from  the  antient  Houfs  of  the  Counts  de  Bergues  in 
Celderland, 
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her  birth.  He  never  repented  of  the  facrifices  he  An.  1634, 
made  to  this  Lady,  but  conftantly  preferv’d  all  the  '**~>T** 
efteem  and  tendernefs  for  her  which  the  moft  amia¬ 


ble  qualities, accompanied  with  exterior  charms,  can 
infpire.  The  regularity  of  her  condud,  her  piety  void 
of  oftentation,  and  free  from  all  trifling  devotions,  dif- 
pofed  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  to  examine  the  doubts 
and  difficulties  her  converfation  had  raifed  in  his 
mind  concerning  Calvinifm.  He  foon  perceived*, 
as  he  himfelf  faid,  “  the  abfurdity  of  a  fed,  whofe 
“  fundamental  principles,  by  deftroying  human  li- 
“  berty,  do  by  natural  confequence  make  God 
“  the  author  of  evil.”  It  was  below  a  man  of  art 
elevated  foul,  like  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  to  diflem- 
ble  his  fentiments:  he  declared  them  fcon  after  the 
fiege  of  Maeftricht,  and  was  reconciled  to  the  Ca- 
tholick  Church.  By  this  ad  he  loft  his  eftabliffi- 
ment  inHolland-,  and  he  refolved  to  adhere  to  France, 
where  he  had  an  ample  fortune.  Towards  the  clofe 
of  this  year  he  arrived  at  the  Court  of  Lewis  XIII, 
where  he  was  well  received  by  the  King,  the  Princes 
of  the  Blood,  and  efpecially  by  the  Count  de  Soif- 
fons,  who  treated  him  with  particular  diftindion, 
and  exprefs’d  a  great  defire  of  making  him  his 
friend.  The  Cardinal  likewife  had  feveral  conver- 
fations  with  him,  but  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  that  the 
oppofition  of  their  charaders  would  always  prove 
an  obftacle  to  a  clofe  union  between  them.  The 
Republican  principles  which  the  Duke  of  Bouillon 
had  imbibed  in  Holland,  under  his  uncles,  the 
Princes  of  Orange,  did  by  no  means  fall  in  with  the 
Cardinal’s  fcheme  of  abfolute  power.  The  Duke 
did  not  ftay  long  at  Court,  he  return’d  to  Sedan  , 
without  having  any  reafon  either  to  be  much  pleas’d 
with  the  Minifter,  or  to  complain  of  him. 

The  Cardinal  having  fecured  the  city  of  Sedan, 
dhpofifeiled  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  of  his  dominions, 
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An.  1634.  obliged  the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  give  up  Pignerol, 
appeafed  the  domeftic  troubles,  and  united  the  whole 
ftrength  of  the  Kingdom  in  one  undivided  fupreme 
power,  at  length  difcover’d  his  grand  projeft  againft 
the  two  branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  Spain  and 
the  Empire.  To  avoid  frequent  interruptions  of  the 
narration  in  the  courfe  of  this  Hiftory,  and  fhew 
the  origin  of  the  different  wars,  which  led  the  Vif- 
count  fucceffively  into  Flanders,  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Germany,  we  fhall  here  give  an  account  of  the  fi~ 
tuation  of  Europe,  at  the  time  of  the  rupture  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain,  and 
endeavour  to  unfold  the  political  interefts  of  the  fe- 
veral  Potentates,  who  then  declared  for  or  againft 
France ;  and  particularly  the  motives  to  the  long 
wars  of  Germany,  that  lafted  till  the  peace  of  Mun- 
fter,  to  which  the  Yifcount  contributed  very  much 
by  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms. 

The  ftate  of  Philip  IV  was  on  the  throne  of  Spain  :  the 

Spain.  ftrength  of  that  Kingdom  was  diminifhed  fince  the 
demife  of  Charles  V,  who  had  himfelf  given  the  firft 
blow  to  the  power  of  his  family,  by  dividing  the 
Empire  from  Spain,  and  refigning  the  Provinces  of 
Germany  to  his  brother  Ferdinand.  The  fetding 
of  Colonies  in  the  Indies,  the  long  wars  maintain’d 
in  the  Low  Countries ,  the  fuccours  fent  to  the 
Leaguers  in  France,  the  lofs  of  the  Fleet  defign’d 
againft  England,  the  baniihment  of  the  Moors  un¬ 
der  Philip  the  III,  in  1609,  all  diefe  had,  in  the 
fpace  of  feventy  years,  exhaufted  Spain  of  men  and 
money.  She  neverthelefs  appear’d  ftill  a  formida¬ 
ble  Power  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe.  She  was  not 
only  miftrefs  of  the  whole  Country  beyond  the  Py¬ 
renees,  but  extended  her  authority  over  a  great  part 
of  Italy,  where  fhe  poffeffed  the  Kingdom  of  Na¬ 
ples  and  the  Milanefe :  ^  She  reckon’d  Sicily  and 
Sardinia  among  her  Provinces :  Portugal  then  be¬ 
long’d  to  her  :  Roufllllon  and  Franche-Comte  were 
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parts  of  her  dominion  and  the  Hollanders,  ma-  An.  1634. 
Iters  only  of  the  leven  United  Provinces,  had  left 
her  the  other  ten  ;  fo  that  France  was,  in  a  man¬ 
ner,  block’d  up  and  ftreighten’d  on  all  Tides  by  the 
King  of  Spain’s  dominions.  Befides  the  two  Indies, 
where  Philip  IV  poffefs’d  immenfe  countries,  he 
had  a  great  number  of  ftrong  places  on  the  coafts 
of  Africa,  which  kept  the  Kings  of  Barbary  in 
awe.  A  large  fleet  of  galeons  join’d  the  two  Indies 
to  Spain  by  means  of  the  Ocean  ;  and  feveral  fqua- 
drons  of  galleys  on  the  Mediterranean  maintain’d 
a  communication  between  that  Kingdom  and  Italy. 

Cardinal  Richelieu  was  not  dazzled  with  all  this 
fplendor :  through  the  appearance  of  fo  great  a 
ftrength,  he  difcern’d  the  real  weaknefs  of  Spain, 
and  perceived  that  Ihe  had  no  longer  any  thing  to 
fupport  her  but  the  reputation  (he  had  formerly  ac¬ 
quired.  He  could  not,  however,  declare  war  a- 
gainft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  reigning  in  Spain,  with¬ 
out  at  the  fame  time  attacking  its  younger  branch 
and  ally,  which  held  the  Empire,  where  it  had 
made  it  felf  formidable  to  all  the  Princes  of  Ger¬ 
many. 

Ferdinand  II,  Archduke  of  Auftria,  King  ofxheftateof 
Bohemia  and  Hungary,  fucceeding  to  the  Impe-the  Empire* 
rial  Crown  on  the  death  of  Matthias,  in  the  year 
1618,  the  Proteftants  of  Bohemia  refufed  to  obey 
him,  and  chofe  the  Eledtor  Palatine,  chief  of  the 
Evangelical  Union ,  for  their  King.  *  This  Prince 
accepted  of  the  offer  made  him  by  the  Bohemians, 
flattering  himfelf  that  all  the  Proteftant  Powers 
would  intereft  themfelves  in  his  quarrel :  the  Hun¬ 
garians,  the  Silefians,  the  Moravians,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  Upper  Auftria  declared  in  his  favour. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ferdinand  engaged  in  his  in- 

*  The  other  principal  members  of  the  Evangelical  Union  were  the  Duke 
of  Wirtemberg,  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-Cafiel,  the  Prince  of  Anhalt,  and 
♦he  Marquifcs  of  Anfpach,  and  Baden-Dourlach. 
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An.  1634.  tereft  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  the  head  of  the  Catho- 
He  League*-,  the  Pope  afterwards  fent  him  confi- 
derable  fums,  and  the  King  of  Spain  promis’d  him 
a  body  of  troops.  Ferdinand’s  firft  fuccefs  was 
his  gaining  the  famous  battle  of  Prague,  on  the 
eighth  of  November  1620  ■,  and  from  that  time  it  was 
one  continued  courfe  of  victories.  The  Eletftor, 
his  competitor,  was  driven  out  of  Bohemia,  depri¬ 
ved  of  his  dominions,  and  degraded  from  his  Elefto- 
ral  Dignity,  which  was  transferred  to  the  Duke  of 
Bavaria. 

The  King  of  England,  father  in  law  to  the  Pa¬ 
latine,  and  the  King  of  Denmark,  who  had  mar¬ 
ried  that  Eledtor’s  fifter,  fupported  his  intereft  :  the 
United  Provinces  made  him  a  promife  of  men  and 
money  •,  and  even  France  privately  favour’d  the 
Proteftant  League,  and  the  degraded  Palatine.  The 
war  continued  full  feven  years ;  and  during  that 
time,  the  famous  Walftein,  General  to  the  Em¬ 
peror,  entirely  ruined  the  Proteftant  party,  forced 
the  King  of  Denmark  to  quit  Germany,  reprefs’d 
and  kept  within  bounds  the  Electors  of  Saxony  and 
Brandenburg,  and  difpofleffed  the  Duke  of  Meck¬ 
lenburg  of  his  Dominions,  of  which  he  obtained 
the  inveftiture  for  himfelf.  This  long  feries  of 
fuccefs  made  Ferdinand  formidable  to  Germany 
and  all  his  neighbours :  France  grew  jealous  of  him, 
and  the  Cardinal  turn’d  his  thoughts  to  find  fome 
means  of  flopping  fo  rapid  a  progrefs :  he  cou’d 
think  of  none  more  effectual  than  to  deprive  the 
Imperial  troops  of  their  General,  and  provide  the 
confederate  forces  with  one  of  great  reputation. 

*  The  other  members  of  the  Catholiek  League  were  the  Ele&ors  of 
Mentz,  Cologn  and  Triers;  the  Archbiihop  of  Saltzbourg,  the  Bithops  of 
Bamberg,  Wirtzbourg  and  Aichftat ;  the  Archdukes  of  Auftrla,  and  feve- 
ral  other  German  Princes,  fubjeft  to  the  Emperor ;  even  the  Pope  and 
the  King  of  Spain  would  be  admitted  into  the  League;  which  was  farther 
ftrengthen’d  by  two  Proteftant  Princes,  the  Eleftor  of  Saxony,  out  of 
jealoufy  of  the  Eie.dlor  Palatine,  and  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-Darmftadt, 
who  was  at  variance  with  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel. 

Richelieu, 
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Richelieu,  by  inftilling  into  the  Emperor’s  mind  luf-An.  1634. 
picions  of  Walftein,  got  him  removed  from  the  com- 
mand  of  the  army  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  folicited 
the  great  Guftavus,  King  of  Sweden,  to  leave  the 
extremity  of  the  North,  and  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  Evangelical  Union.  This  Mo¬ 
narch  had  all  the  qualities ,  which  form  a  true 
Hero.  Perfuaded  that  Heaven  had  referved  him 
the  glory  of  being  the  Protestor  of  the  Germanic  Li¬ 
berty  and  the  Reformed  Religion,  he  haften’d  the 
conclufion  of  a  peace  with  the  Poles ;  enter’d  into  a 
league  with  France,  from  whence  he  drew  confide  - 
rable  fums ;  raifed  troops  in  Germany,  Holland 
and  the  Empire  ;  made  a  defcent  on  the  I  fie  of 
Rugen,  and  drove  the  Imperialifts  out  of  it  in  the 
month  of  June,  1630.  This  fortunate  expedition 
was  follow’d  by  a  torrent  of  victories :  in  lefs  than 
two  years  he  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  part  of  Germany,  and  of  all  the  countries 
from  the  Baltic  to  the  Danube.  Ferdinand  then 
recalled  Walftein,  who  had  retired  into  Moravia, 
to  fend  him  againft  Guftavus.  Walftein’s  fortune 
ballanc’d  that  of  the  Swedifh  Hero,  and  he  at 
length  gave  him  battle  at  Lutzen  near  Leipfick, 
the  fourth  of  November  1632.  The  adtion  was 
bloody  :  the  Swedes  got  the  vidlory  ;  but  they  loft 
their  King  ;  and  after  his  death  they  no  longer  fup- 
ported  themfelves  with  the  fame  glory.  Two  years 
after,  their  troops,  to  the  number  of  thirty  thoufand 
men,  were  entirely  defeated  in  the  plains  of  Nord- 
lingen,  on  the  fixth  of  September  1634.  Ferdi¬ 
nand  was  now  a  fecond  time  on  the  point  of  enflav- 
ing  all  Germany :  he  had  quelled  the  rebels  in  Bo¬ 
hemia,  made  that  Crown  hereditary  in  his  family, 
calmed  the  troubles  of  Auftria,  reduced  Moravia 
and  Silefia  to  obedience,  deprived  the  Eledlor  Pa¬ 
latine  of  his  dominions,  broke  the  ftrength  of  the 
Proteftant  League,  and  lower’d  the  power  of  the 

C  4  Swedes 
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An,  1634.  Swedes  in  the  Empire.  By  thefe  fuccefsful  enterpri- 
zes  he  retain’d  all  the  Princes  of  the  Catholick 
League  in  his  alliance, except  the  Eledtor  of  Triers: 
he  even  drew  off  the  Electors  of  Saxony  and  Bran¬ 
denburg,  and  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg  from  the 
Proteftant  League,  who  abandoning  the  interefts  of 
Sweden,  efpoufed  thofe  of  the  Houle  of  Auftria 
in  Ihort,  he  obliged  all  the  Princes  of  the  Prote¬ 
ftant  League  to  obferve  a  neutrality, except  the  Duke 
of  Lunebourg  and  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-Caffel, 
who  declared  for  France. 

An.  1635.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  Empire,  at  the  time 
of^cardinai  ^  ruPture  between  France  and  Spain.  In  or- 
Richelieu  der  to  oppofe  fuch  a  number  of  united  Powers,  Car- 
Duke^f  ^inal  ^-ic^e^eu  entered  into  a  clofe  union  with 
Wey marand  t wo  great  men,  Weymar  and  Oxenftiern  ,  both 
ior  oxen”1"  perforis  of  uncommon  capacities  *,  one  for  war,  the 
juem.  other  for  politics.  Duke  Bernard  de  Weymar,  a 
Prince  of  the  elder  branch  of  theHoufe  of  Saxony*, 
had  been  the  great  Guftavus?s  chief  and  ableft  Gene¬ 
ral.  Ever  fince  the  defeat  at  Nordlingen,  he  had  un¬ 
der  his  command  twelve  thoufand  well  difciplined 
veterans,  whofe  officers  expected  to  rife  only  by 
their  fwords.  Weymar  had  got  them  together  from 
the  Proteftant  Circles  of  Suabia,  Franconia  and  the 
Rhine  •,  and  had  led  them  to  the  affiftance  ot  the 
great  Guftavus,  who  paid  them  as  long  as  he  lived. 
The  Swedes  being  no  longer  in  a  condition  of  main¬ 
taining  them,  Weymar  had  recourfe  to  France , 
and  the  King,  by  as  treaty  ftgn’d  at  St.  Germains 
en  Laye,  promifed  him  a  confiderable  fum  for  their 
fupport,  during  the  whole  time  of  the  war.  After 
the  death  of  Guftavus,  and  efpecially  after  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Nordlingen,  the  heads  of  the  Evangelical 
League,  from  motives  of  private  intereft,  were  going 

*  Charles  V  had  taken  the  Electorate  from  the  elder  branch  of 
the  Houfe  of  Saxony,  and  conferr’d  it  on  the  younger  branch,  from  which 
the  prefent  Elector  is  defcended.  This  injuJtice  had  infpired  all  the  Prin¬ 
ces  of  the  elder  branch  with  an  implacable  hatred  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftrra. 
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to  difunite  ;  but  *  Baron  Axel  Oxenftiern,  HighAn.  1-635. 
Chancellor  of  Sweden,  brought  them  again  to  rea- 
fon.  Pie  put  a  ftop  to  the  ambition  of  fome,  fuf- 
pended  the  jealoufy  of  others,  and  made  them  all 
fenfible  that  they  cou’d  find  no  fecurity  but  in  their 
fteady  union  againft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 

Oxenftiern  made  a  journey  into  France  in  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  had  an  interview  with  Car¬ 
dinal  Richelieu,  and  concluded  a  new  treaty  with 
the  King  at  Compiegne.  It  was  then  that  thofe  two 
Minifters  concerted  all  that  was  executed,  thirteen 
years  after,  in  the  treaty  of  Munfter  ;  and  that 
Richelieu  conceived  a  violent  jealoufy  of  a  rival, 
in  whom  he  with  impatience  law  talents  equal  to 
his  own,  and  virtues  perhaps  fuperior.  Before  thefe 
two  great  Minifters  appear’d,  the  world  was  unac¬ 
quainted  with  what  is  at  prefent  called  in  Europe, 
the  ballance  of  Power.  Princes  waged  war 
without  forefeeing  that  even  their  victories  might 
fometimes  be  attended  with  fatal  confequences  s  not 
knowing  that  to  make  an  enemy  too  weak, was  no  lefs 
dangerous  than  to  make  an  ally  too  ftrong.  Riche¬ 
lieu  and  Oxenftiern  were  the  firft  who  thought  of 
weighing  Nations,  computing  their  value,  compar¬ 
ing  their  different  interefts,combining  their  mutual  re¬ 
lations, calculating  their  force,and  thereby  of  forming  a 
new  fpecies  of  politics  unknown  to  former  ages.  Hav¬ 
ing  thus  diftindtly  confider’d  the  advantages  and  ne- 
ceffities  of  each  Court  in  Europe,  Richelieu  iecured 
fome  of  them,  and  difpofed  others  to  remain  neu¬ 
ter.  -f- He  agreed  with  the  Protefta'nt  States  of  the 
Empire ,  ||  that  the  King  fhould  not  only  pay  the 
confederates  certain  fums  of  money,  but  maintain 
an  Army  of  twelve  thoufand  foot  upon  the  Rhine, 
to  be  commanded  by  a  Prince,  chofen  out  of  the 

*  Fath.  Bougeant,  Hift.  des  Negot.  de  Weftph.  &  PufFendorf. 

-f-  Recueil  des  Traittes  de  paix. 

|  The  Circles  of  Suabia,  Franconia  and  the  Rhine. 
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An.  1635. confederates,  under  whom  the  King  fhould  name  a 
^W>Li  eutenant  General.  The  Proteftant  States 
in  return  obliged  themfelves  to  join  their  forces  to 
that  army,  in  order  to  take  Brifac,  and  the  towns 
lying  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  as  far  as  Con- 
ftance,  and  to  put  under  the  King’s  protection  Al- 
face,  and  all  the  towns  depending  on  it,  where  he 
was  to  have  liberty  to  place  French  garrifons. 
a  new  Ai-  The  Cardinal  made  a  new  treaty  with  the  Hol- 
tweenFrance Anders,  by  which  it  was  ftipulated  to  attack  the 
and  the  uni- Provinces  in  the  Low  Countries  fubject  to  Spain, 
cel  Provm"  with  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  one  half  of 
which  was  to  be  raifed  by  the  States,  and  the  other 
by  the  King.  Lewis  XIII  promifed  further  to  pay 
fifteen  hundred  thoufand  livres  every  year,  toward 
the  expence  of  the  war  •,  and  the  States  General  on 
their  part  engaged  to  keep  a  Fleet  conftantly  in  the 
road,  for  facilitating  expeditions  and  defcents  on 
the  coafts  of  Flanders.  From  that  time  the  King 
and  the  Hollanders  divided  the  Low  Countries  be¬ 
tween  them,  as  a  certain  conqueft.  This  too  hafty 
divifion  proves  that  the  greateft  genius’s  are  capa¬ 
ble  of  committing  the  greateft  blunders.  Riche¬ 
lieu  let  the  whole  extent  of  his  defigns  and  ambition 
be  perceived  by  the  Hollanders,  who  were  ever  after 
afraid  of  becoming  fo  near  neighbours  of  France  as 
to  have  no  interval  between  that  Kingdom  and  their 
Commonwealth  ;  for  which  reafon  they  conducted 
themfelves  in  the  war  with  the  utmoft  precaution, 
and  lent  their  affiftance  to  the  King  with  referve 
and  diffidence. 

An  Alliance  At  the  fame  time  Richelieu  managed  the  Princes 
France^nd  Jtaly  f°  artfully,  that  fome  of  them  ftood  neuter, 
the  PrinTes  and  the  Dukes  of  Savoy,  Parma  and  Mantua  fign’d 
ofLajy.  a  treaty  with  .the  King.  He  then  engaged  the 
Court  of  Denmark  and  the  Republic  of  Poland  to 
make  peace  with  die  Swedes  j  and  to  hinder  the 
Englifh  from  declaring  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards, 
4  ke 
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he  fomented  the  differences  then  arifing  between  the  An.  1635. 
unfortunate  King  Charles  and  his  Parliament*,  and^VNJ 
laftly  to  complete  his  work,  he  remotely  paved  the 
way  for  the  revolt  of  the  Catalans  and  the  revolu¬ 
tion  of  Portugal.  Nothing  gives  us  a  more  exalt¬ 
ed  idea  of  the  genius  of  this  Minifter,  than  to  fee 
him  thus  diving  into  the  hidden  councils  of  the  molt 
diftant  Courts  with  impenetrable  fecrecy,  and  infi¬ 
nite  activity,  putting  fome  of  them  into  adtion, 
quieting  others,  foothing  thefe  with  promifes,  inti¬ 
midating  thofe  with  menaces,  and  forcing  them  all 
to  be  attentive  to  his  motions.  Men  are  eafily  daz¬ 
zled  with  the  fplendor  of  fuch  vaft  projedts,  when 
they  are  unacquainted  with  the  principles  of  that 
noble  policy,  which  aims  much  more  at  thehappinefs 
of  a  people,  than  the  aggrandizing  of  a  Prince. 

While  the  war  was  carrying  on  between  the  two The  difpofi- 
Crowns,  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  though  deprived  of ctoteiv, 
his  dominions.  Hill  kept  up  a  fmall  Army  of  be-Du^e.  °f 
tween  ten  and  twelve  thoufand  men,  which  by  turns  Lomun' 
ferved  the  Empire,  Spain  and  France.  The  money 
defigned  for  the  payment  of  his  foldiers,  he  retain’d 
for  his  private  ufe,  and  fuffered  them  to  live  at  dis¬ 
cretion.  He  at  firft  declared  for  Spain. 

Thus,  on  one  hand,  the  Emperor,  the  Duke  of^®*^'_ 
Lorrain,  the  Electors  of  Saxony  and  Brandenburg^  ent  powers, 
the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  and  almoft  all  the  Ca-^na^da‘ 
tholic  Princes,  States  and  Cities  of  Germany,  enter- France, 
ed  into  a  league  with  Spain  againft  France  *,  on  the 
other.  Savoy,  Holland,  Sweden,  the  Eledtor  of 
Triers,  the  Duke  of  Lunebourg  and  the  Landgrave 
of  Heffe-Cafiel  were  united  in  the  intereft  of  France 
againft  Spain. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  political  affairs  in  Eu-  RuPture  be* 
rope,  when  Cardinal  Richelieu  found  afpecious  pre-  two  Crown*, 
text  for  coming  to  an  open  rupture  with  Spain. 

The  Eledtor  of  Triers  had  quitted  the  Catholic 
League  three  years  before  j  the  fuccefs  of  Guftavus 
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An.  1635.  Adolphus’s  arms,  and  the  misfortunes  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  had  determined  him  to  make  that  ftep. 
He  had  treated  with  France,  prevailed  with  Sweden 
to  obferve  a  neutrality,  and  admitted  French  garri- 
fons  into  Triers,  Harmanftein  and  Philipfburg. 
The  Spaniards  and  Auftrians  bent  upon  revenge, 
declared  war  againft  him  in  January  1635.  They 
foon  after  furprized  Triers,  carried  off  the  Elector, 
and  led  him  prifoner  firft  to  Bruffels,  afterwards  to 
Ghent,  and  at  laft  to  Vienna.  The  King,  provok¬ 
ed  at  this  infult  offered  to  an  ally  of  France,  fent, 
according  to  the  antient  forms,  a  herald  to  Bruffels, 
May  19.  on  the  19th  of  May,  to  declare  war  againft  Spain. 

The  frontiers  neverthelefs  were  none  of  them  at 
this  time  in  a  condition  of  defence  •,  the  King’s  cof¬ 
fers  were  empty  ;  and  there  was  a  great*' want  of 
artillery  and  ammunition.  In  fuch  circumftances, 
Richelieu’s  *  enemies  looked  on  his  enterprife  as  an 
aft  of  the  higheft  imprudence;  but  this  great  Mi- 
nifter  fo  fkilfully  made  ufe  of  the  allies  of  France, 
that  he  kept  her  enemies  employed,  and  weakened 
them  on  all  fides  *,  which  fhews  that  negotiations  and 
alliances  may  be  as  ferviceable  to  a  State  as  money 
and  fortified  towns. 

Four  armies  The  Cardinal  however  raifed  four  armies,  in  or- 
Frauce!"  der  to  attack  the  Spaniards  in  as  many  different 
places.  The  firft  and  moft  numerous,  confifting  of 
twenty  five  thoufand  men,  was  fent  into  the  Low- 
Countries,  under  the  command  of  the  Marfhals  de 
Chatillon  and  de  Breze  ;  the  fecond  into  the  Mila- 
nefe,  under  the  Marftial  de  Crequi  *,  the  third  into 
the  Valteline,  under  the  Duke  of  Rohan  ;  Cardinal 
de  la  Valette  f  led  the  fourth  to  the  afliftance  of  the 
Swedes  in  Germany  ;  and  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
was  named  his  Major  General. 

*  Mem.  de  Montrefor. 

■f  Lewis  de  Nogaret  de  la  Valette,  ton  of  John  Lewis  de  Nogaret,  Duk* 
of  E  pernors,  and  Margaret  de  Foix  de  Candale. 

The 
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The  Swedes,  when  headed  by  the  great  Guftavus,  An.  1635; 
had  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  Germany  j  but  the 
Confederates,  who,  fince  the  fatal  action  at  Nord-^f/vlith 
lingen,  were  not  in  a  condition  of  engaging  in  any  provifions. 
confiderable  enterprife,  confined  themfelves  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  towns,  of  which  they  were  matters. 

Galas,  the  Imperial  General,  had  made  Worms  his 
magazine  and  place  of  arms ;  from  thence  he  lent 
detachments  to  ravage  the  country,  and  furprife  the 
towns  that  were  garriloned  by  the  Swedes.  The 
Count  de  Mansfeld  had  blocked  up  Mentz  three 
months  before,  by  that  General’s  direction,  who  fome 
time  after  laid  fiege  to  Deux  Ponts,  in  order  to  cut 
off  all  communication  between  Lorrain,  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  French,  and  Alface,  of  which  they  de- 
figned  to  make  themfelves  matters.  The  King’s 
forces,  which  appeared  in  one  body  in  the  month  of 
July  in  the  territory  of  Mets,  to  the  number  of  be¬ 
tween  eighteen  and  nineteen  thoufand  men,  entered 
Germany  under  the  command  of  *  Cardinal  de  Ausufi 
la  Valette,  who  joined  the  Duke  of  Weymar  on  this 
fide  of  the  Rhine  near  Binghen.  The  two  Generals 
took  that  town,  marched  to  the  relief  of  Mentz, 
forced  the  Count  de  Mansfeld  to  retire,  and  furnifh-  *4* 
ed  the  place  with  provifions.  They  then  advanced 
toward  Deux-Ponts,  and  Galas  raifed  the  fiege  of  that  *8. 
town  at  their  approach.  While  the  Imperialifts  were 
poffeffmg  themfelves  of  the  country  about  Worms, 
the  two  confederate  Generals  marched  to  Francfort, 
to  oblige  that  city,  which  was  difpofed  to  make  up 
matters  with  the  Emperor,  to  continue  faithful  to 
the  Protettant  Party  ;  and  having  potted  a  ftrong 
garrifbn  in  Saxen-haufen  near  Francfort,  they  re¬ 
turned  and  encamped  under  Mentz,  and  thus  re¬ 
mained  matters  of  the  country. 

General  Galas,  who  was  at  Worms,  not  daring  The  Trench 
to  venture  a  battle,  or  attack  the  Confederates  in  retreat‘ 


*  Msrcure  Francois, 
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An.  1 635.  their  camp,  turned  his  thoughts  to  cut  off  their  pro- 
vifions.  The  country  had  been  ruined  by  the  Im¬ 
perial  and  Swedifh  troops  during  the  long  wars  in 
Germany,  and  the  convoys  were  to  be  brought 
from  Keyferloutre,  Sarbruck,  and  feveral  other 
very  diftant  places  on  the  fide  of  Lorrain.  The 
Marquifs  de  Gonzaga  feized  on  all  thofe  towns 
by  Galas’s  orders  *,  from  that  time  the  Confederates 
received  no  fupplies,  and  provifions  rofe  to  fo  ex- 
ceffive  a  price,  that  the  enemies  foldiers  went  and 
fold  them  bread  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives.  In 
this  diftrefs  the  Yifcount  de  Turenne  gave  frefh 
proofs  of  his  generofity  *,  he  fold  his  plate  and  his 
equipage  for  the  fupport  of  part  of  the  troops.  The 
fcarcity  became  fo  great,  that  the  foldiers  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  live  on  roots  and  herbs,  and  their  horfes  had 
no  other  food  but  the  leaves  of  trees  and  vines.  A 
longer  ftay  in  that  place  would  infallibly  have  ftarv- 
ed  the  armies  5  the  two  Generals  therefore  being 
refolved  to  quit  their  camp,  thought  of  retiring 
into  the  three  Bifhopricks,  where  was  plenty  of 
provifions  *,  and,  leaving  four  thoufand  men  at 

Sept.  26.  Mentz,  they  decamped  in  die  night,  and  repaffed 
the  Rhine  at  Binghen  over  a  bridge  of  boats.  At 
the  fame  time  Galas  eroded  the  river  at  Worms, 
and  purfued  the  two  armies.  The  Duke  of  Wey- 
mar,  to  make  his  retreat  with  the  utmoft  expedition, 
buried  his  canon  privately,  and  burnt  all  his  ufelefs 
baggage.  The  two  armies  marched  night  and  day 
without  refting,  through  difficult  by-ways,  between 
the  mountains.  Galas,  who  followed  them  with  his 
cavalry,  overtook  them  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Glann,  between  Odernheim  and  Meffeinheim ; 
where  the  French  and  Swedes  facing  about,  repulfed 
him  with  a  valour  that  made  him  fenfible,  their  re¬ 
treat  was  far  from  being  a  flight.  This  unexpe&ed 
refiftance  ferved  only  to  animate  him  the  more  ;  he 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  nine  thoufand  horfe, 

marched 


Vifcount  de  T  U  R  E  N  N  E.  31 

marched  through  the  Dutchy  of  Deux-Ponts,  paTs’dAn.  163$: 
the  Sarre,  entered  Lorrain,  and  lay  in  ambufcade^Y^ 
for  them  in  a  defile  between  Vaudrevange  and  Bou- 
lay.  A  warm  attion  enfued,  in  which  the  Impe¬ 
rial  cavalry  was  routed  by  the  French  fquadrons  ; 
five  hundred  Croatians  of  Galas’s  army  were  killed, 
with  a  great  number  of  officers  •,  and  the  two  Con¬ 
federate  armies  reached  a  fecure  place,  after  a  march 
of  thirteen  days*. 

j-  Hiftory  affords  us  but  few  examples  of  fo  dif-The  dif¬ 
ficult  a  retreat.  The  French,  deftitute  of  provifi-  dua  during 
ons,  and  haraffed  with  all  thofe  diftempers  that  are  this  retreat, 
occafioned  by  fcarcity,  made  their  way  through 
woods  and  between  mountains,  purfued  by  the  Im- 
perialifts,  who  had  plenty  of  every  thing.  One 
part  of  the  army  obferved  no  order  in  the  march  ; 
fuch  as  could  deceive  the  vigilance  of  the  officers, 
threw  themfelves  among  the  enemy,  in  hopes  of 
finding  wherewith  to  appeafe  their  hunger.  Others 
ftraggled  to  the  right  and  left  to  pillage *,  and  a 
considerable  number,  quite  fpent  with  fatigue,  could 
but  juft  drag  themfelves  along  after  the  main  body 
of  the  army.  During  this  painful  retreat,  the  Vif¬ 
count  de  Turenne  ordered  the  lefs  neceffary  parts  of 
his  baggage  to  be  thrown  out  of  the  waggons,  to 
make  room  for  the  poor  wretches,  who  were  too 
weak  to  march.  What  provifions  he  could  find  he 
fhared  with  the  foldiers  ;  he  comforted  fome,  en¬ 
couraged  others,  fympathized  with  the  fufferings  of 
all,  and  relieved  them  to  the  belt  of  his  power, 
without  any  diftin&ion  of  Frenchmen  and  ftrangers. 
Wherever  there  was  a  necefiity  of  making  head 
againft  the  enemy  he  fought  with  intrepid  valour, 
poffeffed  himfelf  of  the  eminences,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  defiles,  feized  on  the  villages  and  all 
places,  where  he  could  poft  his  infantry,  whofe  fire 

#  Monglat,  Pufendorf,  Mercure  Franjoij, 

t  Mem.  de  Monglat,  vol,  x.  pag-  9?, 
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An.  1635.  frequently  ftopt  the  Imperialifts  •,  in  fhort,  he  fhew- 
ed  an  aftivity,  a  courage,  and  above  all  an  huma¬ 
nity,  which  drew  the  admiration  of  the  army,  and 
the  attention  of  the  Court. 

a  new  trea-  As  foon  as  the  Confederate  troops  were  fixed  in 
France" and  their  winter  quarters  in  Lorrain,  Weymar  and  la 
the  DukeofValette  went  to  Paris.  The  Swedes  had  entertained 
Weymar.  a  fufpjcjon  of  Weymar,  ever  fince  the  defeat  of 
Nordlingen  •,  they  looked  on  him  as  the  author  of 
their  misfortune,  becaufe  he  had  given  battle  againft 
the  advice  of  the  Marfhal  d’Horn.  The  Duke, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  diffatisfied  with  Sweden, 
whofe  Miniflers  did  not  treat  him  with  fufficient  re- 
fpedt,  and  he  liftened  therefore  to  the  offers  of  France. 
The  King  allowed  him  a  penfion  of  fifteen  hundred 
thoufand  livres,  and  four  millions  a  year  for  the 
fupport  of  an  army  of  eighteen  thoufand  men,  which 
the  Duke  obliged  himfelf  to  furnifh  and  to  com¬ 
mand  under  his  Majefty’s  authority. 

An.  1636.  The  bad  fuccefs  of  the  laft  campaign  had  fo  dif- 
The  fiegeofcouraged  Cardinal  de  la  Valette,  that  he  would  have 
Sa^erne.  renounce(j  the  profelfion  of  arms,  had  not  Cardinal 
Richelieu,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  his  abi¬ 
lities,  engaged  him  to  refume  the  command  of  the 
army.  When  Richelieu  propofed  to  him  the  fiege  of 
Saverne,  he  refufed  to  charge  himfelf  with  that  en- 
terprife,  unlefs  he  had  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  with 
him.  The  Minifter  confented  •,  and  *  the  Vifcount 
touch’d  with  the  confidence  repofed  in  him  by  Car¬ 
dinal  de  la  Valette,  negledted  nothing  to  convince 
him  that  it  was  not  ill  placed.  La  Valette  and 
Weymar,  having  put  their  troops  on  their  march, 
reached  AHace  about  die  beginning  of  June,  and 
attacked  Saverne  in  two  different  places.  Weymar 
made  a  breach  on  his  fide,  and  gave  an  afiault  to 
the  town,  but  met  with  a  vigorous  repulfe.  Two 
days  after,  he  made  a  fecond  attempt,  and  with  as 

*  Mem.  de  Monglat,  vol,  1,  pag.  i2|. 
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little  fuccels  •,  yet  without  being  difcouraged,  he  An.  163 6. 
made  a  third,  which  proved  very  bloody  on  both 
Tides.  Piqued  at  fo  obftinate  a  refiftance  he  redou¬ 
bled  the  fire  of  the  battery,  and  at  the  fourth  al- 
faultthe  upper  town  was  carried.  The  lower  town 
and  the  caftle  remained  ftill  untaken.  Turenne  ob- 
ferving  that  the  works  advanced  but  flowly  on  la 
Valette’s  fide,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  French 
troops  *,  in  a  little  time  he  got  over  the  palifade, 
palled  the  ditch,  mounted  the  breach,  poffelTed 
himfelf  of  the  intrenchments  which  the  enemy  had 
made  there,  and  lodged  himfelf  in  them.  By  his 
liberalities  and  example  he  fo  animated  the  foldiers, 
that  the  lower  town  and  the  citadel  could  not  hold 
out  againft  them  beyond  the  end  of  June  ;  but  the 
laft  day  of  the  fiege  the  Vifcount  was  wounded  in 
his  right  arm  by  a  mulket-lhot.  Though  feveral 
of  the  Surgeons  were  for  cutting  off  his  arm,  they 
did  not  proceed  to  that  extremity  ;  he  was  a  long 
while  under  cure  *,  and  it  was  vifible  by  the  alarms 
his  illnefs  caufed,  and  by  the  joy  expreffed  on  his 
recovery,  how  much  he  was  already  loved  and 
efteemed  by  the  troops. 

During  thefe  expeditions  of  la  Valette  and  Wey-  TheSpani- 
mar  in  Alface,  the  Spaniards  made  great  progrefsp^!'1'" 
on  the  fide  of  Flanders.  Their  army,  compofed 
of  Germans,  Hungarians,  Poles  and  Croatians,  un¬ 
der  the  condu6l  of  *  John  de  Vert,  pouring  into 
Picardy,  renewed  the  remembrance  of  the  old  in¬ 
undations  of  the  Barbarians.  Paris  was  in  all  ap¬ 
pearance  on  the  point  of  being  facked  ;  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  fled  into  the  Provinces,  and  fpread  a  terror 
wherever  they  went.  The  danger,  which  appeared 
extreme,  was  increafed  yet  more  by  Galas’s  irrupti¬ 
on  into  Burgundy.  This  General  propofed  nothing 
lefs  than  to  march  with  colours  flying  quite  to 

*  He  was  a  peafant’s  fon  of  Weftphalia,  and  rofe  to  the  command  of  the 
Emperor's  forces,  by  his  merit  only. 
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An.  1636.  Paris,  and  flattered  himfelf  with  the  profpeft  of 
(haring  the  plunder  of  that  rich  capital  with  John 
de  Vert’s  army.  The  Pariflans,  terrified  at  a 
danger  fo  prefling,  taxed  themfelves  ;  all  the  tradef- 
men’s  apprentices  were  lifted  ;  every  houfe  with 
great  gates  was  obliged  to  furnifh  a  man  and  horfe, 
and  the  reft  one  foot  foldier  each.  The  King  ad¬ 
vanced  toward  Compiegne,  at  the  head  of  fifty 
thoufand  men  •,  the  enemy  perceiving  the  French 
in  a  condition  of  defending  themfelves,  and  even  of 
adding  upon  the  offenfive,  quitted  Picardy,  and 
Paris  was  freed  from  its  fears. 

Galas  driven  The  army,  which  had  entered  Burgundy,  was 

£undy.Bur"  not  happy  in  its  retreat.  Galas  had  invefted  St. 
John-de-Lone.  This  town,  though  fmall  and  ill 
fortified,  proved  a  fatal  rock  to  the  Imperialifts  *, 
it  fuftained  their  attacks  with  extraordinary  vigour, 
and  the  efforts  of  the  garriion  were  not  the  only 
difficulties  with  which  the  befiegers  had  to  ftruggle. 
Prodigious  rains  laid  the  whole  country  under  wa¬ 
ter,  and  made  the  Soane  overflow.  Galas  was 
forced  to  raile  the  fiege  abruptly,  and  leave  his  ar¬ 
tillery,  with  part  of  his  baggage  behind  him.  A 
very  great  number  of  foldiers  were  drowned  in  the 
roads  broken  by  the  torrents  •,  feveral  were  knock¬ 
ed  on  the  head  by  the  peafants,  and,  to  complete 
the  misfortune,  the  Count  de  Rantzau  f  defeated 
their  rear-guard.  Of  thirty  thoufand  men,  which 
compofed  the  enemy’s  army,  about  twelve  thoufand 
only  efcaped,  who  retired  into  Franche- Comte. 
That  Province,  though  fubjedt  to  Spain,  was  oblig¬ 
ed  by  a  treaty  with  the  King,  to  obferve  a  neutra¬ 
lity,  during  the  rupture  between  the  two  Crowns  ; 
but  the  levies  which  the  inhabitants  of  Franche- 
Comte  had  permitted  Philip  to  make  there,  ferved 
for  a  pretext  to  Cardinal  Richelieu  to  break  the 
neutrality  with  them.  After  the  taking  of  Saverne, 

't  Jofiasde  Rantzau,  a  native  of  HoUtein,  afterwards  Marfhal  of  France. 
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the  Duke  ofWeymar  and  Cardinal  de  la  Valette  An.  1636, 
drew  near  to  Franche-Comte.  General  Galas  de- 
ligned  to  take  up  his  winter-quarters  there,  and  had 
advanced,  in  order  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  molt 
advantageous  polls.  La  Valette,  being  apprized 
of  his  motions,  fent  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  with 
a  body  of  troops  to  meet  the  enemy.  His  wound, 
which  was  not  yet  cured,  did  not  hinder  him  from 
executing  the  orders  he  had  received  •,  he  marched 
day  and  night ;  and  coming  to  the  little  town  of 
JulTey,  where  Galas  was  beginning  to  intrench 
himfelf,  he  attacked  him,  defeated  him,  forced  him 
to  turn  back,  purfued  him  as  he  retired,  charged 
his  rear-guard  feveral  times,  and  took  a  good  num¬ 
ber  of  prifoners.  Galas,  before  he  repaired  the 
Rhine,  attempted  to  relieve  Joinville  then  befieged 
by  the  Duke  ofWeymar  ;  but  the  Vifcount  polled 
himfelf  fo  advantageoufly  between  the  Imperialills 
and  the  army  of  the  befiegers,  that  he  broke  all  the 
meafures  taken  by  Galas  to  throw  fuccours  into  that 
place.  It  furrendered  to  the  Duke  of  Weymar  •,  and 
the  Imperialills  being  forced  to  retire  into  Germany 
by  the  way  of  Brifac,  patted  the  Rhine  there. 

In  the  beginning  of  1637  Ferdinand  II  died  at  An.  1637. 
Vienna,  at  lixty  years  of  age.  Though  a  little  be- Jfh^hdeea^^ 
fore  his  death  his  Ion  Ferdinand  III  had  been  cho  -  peror  Ferdi- 
fen  King  of  the  Romans,  and  his  fuccelfor  to  the^de"^4 
Empire,  France  did  not  think  proper  to  own  him  of  Ferdinand 
ns  fuch,  on  account  of  the  irregularity  of  his  elec-1*1* 
tion,  which  inllead  of  being  made  at  Ratilbonne, 
according  to  the  antient  ufage,  had  been  made  at 
Franc  fort  *,  where  the  Spaniards,  while  the  Diet  was 
fitting,  had  employed  menaces  to  intimidate  the  de¬ 
puties.  The  oppofition  of  the  French  to  the  election 
exafperated  afrelh  the  Court  of  Vienna  ;  and  the 
war  was  renewed. 

The  good  fuccefs  of  the  preceding  campaign  dc-The  v;r- 
*ermined  Richelieu  to  entruft  Cardinal  de  la  Valette,  count  goes 
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An.  1637.  and  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Candale,  with  the 
'‘•''’V’XJ  command  of  the  army,  that  was  to  enter  Flanders 
by  the  way  of  Picardy.  *  La  V alette  again  de¬ 
manded  that  Turenne  might  be  one  of  his  Major 
Generals.  They  began  the  campaign  with  invert¬ 
ing  Landrecies,  a  town  in  Hainaut,  fortified  with 
five  ftrong  baftions  and  with  wet  ditches.  This  fiege 
gave  the  Vifcount  infinite  fatigue  •,  the  weather  was 
bad  •,  the  rains,  which  fell  in  large  quantities,  foon 
filled  the  trenches  •,  and  the  foldiers  flood  up  to  the 
waift  in  water.  The  Vifcount  ftaid  there  with 
them,  and  never  left  them  but  to  give  the  Cardinal 
an  account  of  the  progrefs  of  the  works.  The  fol¬ 
diers  animated  by  the  example  of  a  Leader  whofe 
generofity  they  at  the  fame  time  largely  experien¬ 
ced,  furmounted  all  the  obftacles  which  art,  nature, 
and  the  enemy  threw  in  their  way,  and  the  town 
furrendered. 

He  feefieges  After  the  taking  of  Landrecies,  Cardinal  de  la 
the  ciak  ofValette  advanc’d  along  the  banks  of  the  Sambre  j  and 
Soire.  while  he  was  making  himfelf  matter  of  Maubeuge, 
detached  a  party  to  ravage  the  country  between 
Mons  and  that  river  •,  that,  if  the  enemy  encamped 
there,  they  might  find  it  difficult  to  fubfift.  As  he 
faw  no  Spaniards  in  the  field,  he  marched  back  im¬ 
mediately,  appeared  before  Avefnes,  and  made  as 
if  he  defigned  to  befiege  that  town,  but  fuddenly 
turned  off  towards  la  Capelle.  In  the  mean  time 
he  fent  the  Vifcount  to  take  Soire,  the  ftrongeft 
caftle  in  all  Hainaut,  and  provided  with  a  garrifon 
of  two  thoufand  men.  The  Vifcount  attacked  it 
fo  brifkly,  that  in  a  few  hours  the  enemy  furren¬ 
dered  at  difcretion.  f  Some  foldiers  having  found 
a  woman  of  exquifite  beauty  in  the  place,  conducted 
her  to  their  Commander,  as  the  molt  valuable  part 

#  See  Mem.  recondit.  di  Siri,  and  the  Mem.  de  Monglat,  of  the  year  1637. 

+  Mem.  MSS.  de  1’Abbe  Raguenet,  &  Mem.  MSS.  de  Fremont 
4'Ablaneourt. 
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of  the  booty.  The  Vifcountwas  then  but  twenty  fix  •,  An.  1 637. 
he  was  not  infenfible  :  however,  he  pretended  not  to ''"''’’V'NJ 
underftand  his  foldiers  meaning,  and  highly  com¬ 
mended  their  difcreet  conduct,  as  if  their  only  defign 
in  bringing  her  to  him,  had  been  to  fecure  her  from 
the  brutality  of  their  comrades.  He  fent  for  her 
hulband,  and  delivering  her  into  his  hands,  told 
him,  he  owed  the  prefervation  of  his  wife's  honour  to 
the  difcretion  of  his  foldiers. 

Cardinal  de  la  Valette  having  refolved  to  make  Maubeuge 
Maubeuge  a  ltrong  place  of  arms,  which  fhould  keep  ^e'ca^inai 
the  whole  country  in  awe,  left  there  his  brother  the  infant. 
Duke  of  Candale  and  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  with 
a  large  body  of  troops  intrenched  under  the  cannon 
of  the  town,  while  he  himfelf  went  to  befiege  la  Ca- 
pelle.  The  Cardinal  Infant,  who  commanded  in 
the  Low  Countries,  being  apprifed  of  the  divifion  of 
the  French  troops,  advanced  towards  Maubeuge, 
and  attacked  it,  with  a  view  of  obliging  la  Valette 
to  come  to  the  Duke  of  Candale’s  affiftance,  and 
to  raife  the  fiege  of  la  Capelle.  The  Duke  in  this 
exigence,  taking  with  him  a  party  of  Horfe,  went 
to  prefs  his  brother  to  come  and  join  the  French 
troops,  which  he  left  under  the  command  of  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne.  The  Cardinal  Infant  flatten¬ 
ing  to  make  his  advantage  of  the  opportunity,  raifed 
a  battery  of  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  which  played 
on  the  town  two  whole  days.  Being  informed  the 
next  day  that  la  Capelle  was  taken,  and  that  Cardi¬ 
nal  de  la  Valette  was  on  his  march  to  Maubeuge, 
he  made  a  general  aflault  ;  but  being  repulfed  on  all 
fides  by  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  he  raifed  the  fiege, 
and  thought  only  how  to  poll:  himfelf  fo  as  to  hindef 
thejundlion  of  the  two  French  armies  :  but  this  En* 
terprife  likewife  mifcarried,  and  he  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire.  The  V ifcount,  who  had  Orders  to  follow  him, 
forced  part  of  the  Spanilh  Army  to  repafsthe  Sambre, 

I  where  great  numbers  were  drowned,  and  many 

D  3  killed  •, 
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An.  1637-  killed  *,  and  thus  he  glorioufiy  finifhed  the  Cam- 
paign. 

Toward  the  end  of  this  year.  Cardinal  Richelieu 
engaged  the  Duke  of  Weymar  to  come  to  Paris ; 
where  they  had  feveral  conferences  together,  the 
Refult  of  which  was,  that  they  fhould  befiege  Brifac, 
which  was  look’d  upon  as  the  Bulwark  of  Germany. 
An.  1638.  The  Duke  thought  it  advifable  to  begin  with  ma- 
The  Duke  king  himfelf  matter  of  the  Foreft  Towns.  He  took 
bcfieges^  The  the  field  in  the  end  of  January,  in  order  to  be  before- 
foreft-  ^  hand  with  the  Imperialifts  ;  and  furmounting  the 
bioekT up n  extreme  feverity  of  the  feafon,  and  the  difficulty  of 
Ei-ifac,  the  ways,  he  came  within  fight  of  Seckingen  and 
Lauffembourg.  Both  thefe  places  were  taken  at 
the  firft  attack,  while  the  Count  deNafiau  and  Co¬ 
lonel  Rofen  carried  Valfhut  almoft  without  Oppofi- 
tion.  Thefe  fuccefles  encouraged  the  Duke  of 
Weymar  to  make  an  attempt  upon  Rhinfeld,  the 
fourth  and  ftrongeft  of  the  Foreft  Towns.  He  paf- 
fed  the  Rhine,  and  befieged  that  place,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  inconveniencies  occafioned  by  the  fnow 
that  fell,  and  by  the  waters  that  filled  the  trenches. 
He  had  already  made  a  lodgment  at  the  foot  of  the 
breach,  when  the  Imperialifts,  commanded  by  John 
de  Vert,  Duke  Savelli  *,  and  two  other  Generals, 
came  to  the  relief  of  Rhinfeld.  Weymar  gave  them 
battle  twice  :  the  firft  of  thofe  Addons  was  doubtful, 
and  the  Imperialifts  fficcoured  the  Town  ;  but  in 
the  fecond,  he  gained  a  complete  vidtory,  and  the 
Emperor’s  four  Generals  were  taken,  with  feveral 
Officers  of  Diftindtion.  Rhinfeld,  and  fome  other 
towns  of  Suabia  then  iurrendred  to  the  Conqueror. 
John  de  Vert  being  carried  prifoner  to  Paris  by  the 
King’s  order,  made  himfelf  efteemed  in  his  misfor¬ 
tunes,  by  his  noble  and  polite  manner  of  returning 
£he  civilities  he  met  with  at  the  Court  of  France. 

y  Jle  was  Prince  of  Albano  and  a  Prince  of  the  H.  Empire. 
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This  vidtory  f  put  the  DukeofWeyniar  in  a  con-  An.  1638. 
dition  to  block  up  Brifac.  In  order  to  ftreighten  that 
town,  it  was  necefiary  to  be  mailer  of  all  the  places  a- 
bout  it.  Fribourg,  one  of  the  firft  that  was  befieged, 
did  not  furrender  till  after  feveral  engagements  in 
which  the  Duke  was  always  victorious ;  he  at  length 
began  thefiege  of  Brifac  in  the  month  of  April. 

Cardinal  Richelieu  fent  him  two  reinforce- The  Vif* 
ments,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Vifcount  de thT** 
Turenne  and  the  Count  de  Guebriant  *,  as  Li£u-Ddke  of 
enerals  ;  a  rank  till  that  time  net the  siege  of 
known  in  France.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Empe- 
ror,  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  Duke  of  Bavaria 
neglected  nothing  to  fuccour  that  place,  the  prefer- 
vation  of  which  was  of  very  great  Importance  to 
them.  General  Goeutz  with  Duke  Savelli,  who  had 
efcaped  out  of  prifon,  afiembled  an  army  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  drew  toward  Brifac,  made  fe¬ 
veral  marches  round  the  town,  and  twice  found 
means  to  throw  in  provifions.  In  order  to  hinder 
the  like  luccours  for  the  future,  the  Duke  of  Wey  ¬ 
mar  refolved  to  attack  the  enemy’s  army  :  he  went 
out  of  his  lines  with  two  thirds  of  his  troops,  which 
were  in  all  but  fixteen  thoufand  men  •,  General 
Goeutz  had  twenty  thoufand.  Weymar,  after  a 
march  of  lefs  than  two  hours,  through  woody  and 
very  narrow  ways,  found  the  enemy  in  the  plain  of 
Wittenweir  *,  where  he  drew  up  his  army  in  line 
of  battle  :  After  fome  difeharges  of  the  artillery  on 
both  fides,  the  two  armies  engaged  with  great  fury. 

The  right  wing  of  the  Imperialifts  was  pufhed  into 
a  hollow  way  that  was  behind  it,  and  routed,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  rally.  Duke  Savelli,  who  had 
commanded  it,  was  taken,  with  feven  pieces  of 
cannon.  Weymar’s  right  wing  being  on  a  very  dif- 

f  Hift.  du  Martchal  de  Guebriant,  pag.  76.  and  So.  and  Mem.  de  Mon- 
glat,  Vol.  1.  pag.  223. 

*  JohnBaptifte  Budes,  Count  de  Guebriant,  afterwards  Marfhal  of  France. 

D  4  advantageous 
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An.  1 638.  advantageous  ground,  was  put  into  diforder  : 
Goeutz,  who  had  polled  himfelf  on  an  eminence, 
was  going  to  attack  it  in  flank,  and  the  Vi  (count  de 
Turenne,  who  commanded  it,  was  in  danger  of  be¬ 
ing  furrounded,  if  the  DukeofWeymar  had  not 
come  to  his  afliftance,  and  warmly  charged  Goeutz, 
who  neverthelefs  kept  his  ground  on  the  eminence. 
As  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  diflodge  him  from 
it  by  force,  recourfe  was  had  to  ftratagem  *.  The 
Count  de  Guebriant  advifed  the  fending  fome  troop¬ 
ers  into  the  neighbouring  foreft,  with  drums  and 
trumpets.  At  the  noife  made  by  thofe  inftruments, 
the  Imperialifts  thinking  they  were  going  to  be  attack¬ 
ed  in  their  rear,  quitted  their  eminence.  Weymar’s 
troops  feized  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  took  the 
cannon  on  the  left  wing  of  the  Imperialifts.  In  the 
heat  and  confufion  of  the  atftion,  the  Imperialifts 
likewife  took  that  of  the  Confederates  on  the  right 
wing  •,  fo  that  both  hides  employed  the  enemy’s  ar¬ 
tillery  in  cannonading  one  another.  After  a  con¬ 
flict  that  lafted  feven  hours,  and  in  which  all  the 
troops  charged  feveral  times,  the  Imperialifts  were 
put  to  flight,  and  yielded  the  Duke  of  Weymar  a 
complete  viftory  •,  the  glory  of  which  was  fhared  by 
the  Count  de  Guebriant  and  the  Vifcount  de  Tu¬ 
renne.  Goeutz  made  his  efcape,  having  loft  in  this 
battle  all  his  cannon,  his  ammunition,  three  thou- 
fand  waggons,  five  thoufand  facks  of  corn,  and  all 
his  baggage.  Two  thoufand  Imperialifts  were  kill’d 
on  the  fpot  3  fifteen  hundred  were  made  prifoners, 
and  forty  five  ftandards  were  taken,  with  all  the 
colours  -f. 

The  Duke  The  Emperor  ordered  his  Generals  to  make  a  fe- 
cfLorwin  cond  attempt,  at  the  hazard  of  a  fecond  defeat ;  not 
valuing  the  lofs  of  an  army,  provided  he  could  fave 
Brifac.  a  town,  which  in  the  hands  of  the  French  would 

*  Hift.  du  Marechal  de  Guebriant,  pag.  80. 

*t  Seethe  MS.  Memoirs  of  Fremont  d’AbJancourt. 
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become  the  key  of  Germany,  a  barrier  againft  the  An.  1638. 
enterprizes  of  the  Imperialifts  on  France,  and  an 
obftacle  to  Ferdinand’s  lending  of  fuccours  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards  in  the  Low  Countries.  The  Duke  of  Wey- 
mar,  however,  being  perfuaded  that  the  enemy  were 
no  longer  in  a  condition  to  oppofe  his  enterprile,  re¬ 
turned  to  his  entrenchments  before  Brifac,  and  con¬ 
tinued  the  fiege.  But  fcarce  had  he  finifhed  his 
lines,  when  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  with  a  body  of 
Troops  marched  againft  him  about  the  middle  of 
October.  Wey mar  quitted  his  lines  a  fecond  time, 
and  leaving  a  part  of  his  army  there  under  the  con¬ 
duit  of  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  and  the  Count  de 
Guebriant,  went  to  meet  the  enemy,  whom  he  found 
near  Tannes.  The  Duke  of  Lorrain  began  the  at-  oa°b*  *5* 
tack  at  ten  in  the  morning  ;  and,  after  an  obftinate 
Fight,  in  the  heat  of  which  the  Generals  encountred 
one  another,  the  enemy’s  fquadrons  were  broke  : 
the  Duke  of  Wey  mar  taking  advantage  of  their  dif- 
order,  entirely  routed  them,  and  obtained  as  com¬ 
plete  a  victory  over  the  Lorrainers  as  he  had  done 
over  the  Germans. 

General  Goeutz,  and  Lamboy*  the  Spanifh The  Ge.ne* 
General,  who  had  fucceeded  Savelli,  being  ap-and  Lamboy 
prifed  of  the  defeat  of  the  Lorrainers,  got  fome  co™e  t0  tbc 
troops  together,  came  to  the  very  banks  of  the  Rhine  fL?  ° 
through  by-ways,  and  reached  the  Duke  of  Wey- 
mar’s  Quarters,  before  their  march  was  perceived. 

They  took  a  view  of  his  lines,  attacked  them  vigo- 
roufly,  and  carried  two  redoubts.  All  was  giving 
way  before  them,  when  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
and  the  Count  de  Guebriant  came  up  :  they  drove 
them  out  of  the  lines  ;  and  the  Imperialifts,  who  re¬ 
turned  to  the  charge  feveral  times,  being  asoften  re- 
pulfed  with  lofs,  pafled  the  Rhine  and  laid  fiege  to 
Enfifheim.  From  this  place,  the  ancient  capital  of 
the  upper  Alface,  on  the  river  Ill,  in  the  neighbour- 

*  The  Baron  de  Lamboy,  General  of  the  Spaniards* 
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An.  1638.  hood  of  Brifac,  they  might  have  incommoded  Wey^- 
^*rv  mar’s  army  :  But  the  Vifcount  did  not  allow  them 
time  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of  that  town :  he  at¬ 
tacked  them  with  part  of  the  French  troops,  beat 
them  in  their  very  camp,  obliged  them  to  raife  the 
fiege,  and  difperfed  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
had  no  farther  thoughts  of  relieving  Brifac. 

Battles  du-  During  the  fiege  of  that  town,  which  lafted  near 
cf  Bdfao686  eight  months,  there  were  fix  engagements,  of  which 
thofeof  Witteinweir,  Tannes,  andEnfifheim  might 
properly  be  called  battles.  The  befieged  buffered  all 
the  calamities  attending  a  long  fiege,  before  Reynac, 
who  commanded  in  the  place,  would  furrender. 
Provifions  became  fo  exceffively  fcarce,  that  he  was 
obliged 'to  poft  fome  of  his  foldiers  in  the  church¬ 
yards,  to  prevent  digging  up  the  bodies  of  the  dead  *. 
Of  all  the  outworks,  the  befieged  had  only  one  fort 
left,  called  Reynac’s  Ravelin  •,  but  as  by  this  they 
continued  mafters  of  the  chief  branch  of  the  Rhine, 
diey  had  hopes  of  receiving  fuccours  on  that  fide, 
which  hindred  them  from  propofing  or  liftening  to 
any  terms.  The  Duke  of  Weymar  having  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  Vifcount  had  been  iuccefsful  in  all  his 
undertakings  during  the  fiege,  ordered  him  to  at¬ 
tack  that  fort.  Turenne  advanced  to  it  at  the  head 
of  four  hundred  men,  who  cut  down  the  pallifades 
with  hatchets,  entered  it  in  three  places  at  once,  and 
put  all  who  defended  it  to  the  fword. 

Banc  taken.  The  Governor  of  the  town,  after  the  lofs  of  that 

Decem.  17.  f0rt,  defpairing  of  relief  at  length  capitulated.  He 
furrendered  on  the  feventeenth  of  December.  Du¬ 
ring  the  whole  time  of  the  fiege,  the  Vifcount  de 
Turenne  had  a  quartan  ague  ;  yet  he  continued  to. 
fnow  by  his  actions  that  he  was  infenfible  to  every 
thing  but  glory. 

An.  1639.  Richelieu  f  and  the  Duke  of  Weymar,  not  long 

*  Lotichius,  and  Puffendorf. 

-j-  See  $iri  Mem,  remdit,  Yol.  8.  pag.  768.  and  Puffendorf,  de  relus  Suecicit, 
lib.  XI. 

after* 
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after,  conceived  a  mutual  jealoufy  of  each  other.  An.  1639. 
The  Duke  had  joined  in  the  war  againft  the  Impe-^^p^ 
rialifts,  much  more  with  a  view  to  his  own  interefts  and"  Chara- 
thanthofe  of  France,  and  weary  of  depending  uponaerofwey- 
a  Minifter,  to  whom  he  did  not  think  he  was  obliged, 
as  being  a  foreign  Prince,  to  pay  much  deference, 
he  was  contriving  how  to  keep  Brifac  to  himfelf,  in 
order  to  form  a  Principality  of  the  conquefts  he  might 
make  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  town.  The  Car¬ 
dinal,  who  wanted  to  have  him  put  Brifac  into  the 
hands  of  the  French,  invited  him  to  Paris,  under 
pretence  of  concerting  meafures  for  the  enfuing  cam¬ 
paign.  The  Duke  refolutely  refufed  to  go,  and  on¬ 
ly  fent  General  d’ Erlach  thither,  whom  he  had  made 
Governor  of  Brifac.  This  conduct  increafed  the 
Cardinal’s  fufpicions  and  diftrufts ;  but  he  was  foon 
freed  from  his  uneafinefs.  The  Duke  of  Weymar, 
going  into  Sundgaw  the  fouthern  part  of  Alface,  a- 
bout  the  beginning  of  July,  fell  fick  at  Newbourg, 
and  died  after  an  illnefs  of  fifteen  days,  at  the  age  of 
thirty  fix.  This  Prince,  the  youngeft  of  eleven  bro¬ 
thers,  was  the  moft  eminent  of  them  for  abilities, 
courage,  and  noblenefs  of  fentiments  :  it  was  by  his 
prudence,  patience,  generofity,  learning  and  mag¬ 
nanimity  that  he  merited  the  elogium  bellowed  on 
him  by  the  great  Guftavus,  when  he  called  him  his 

RIGHT  ARM. 

On  the  death  of  Weymar,  the  Emperor,  the  The  Mar- 
King  of  France,  the  Dukes  of  Bavaria,  Lawem-{^tec^!' 
bourg  and  Lunebourg,  the  Duke  of  Saxony  Bro-  mands  the 
ther  to  Weymar,  and  Charles  Lewis  Prince  Pala-  weymar. 
tine,  us’d  each  of  them  all  his  endeavours  to  gain 
the  deceafed  General’s  troops,  who  feemed  to  have 
moft  inclination  for  thelaft  named  of  the  competitors. 

As  foon  as  that  Prince,  who  was  then  at  the  Hague, 
received  the  news  of  the  Duke’s  death,  he  went  over 
into  England,  to  raife  money,  and  when  he  had  got 
together  twenty  five  thoufand  Pounds  fterling  *,  left 

!*  About  i 00,000  Crowns  French  money  in  thofc  days* 
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An.  1639.  that  country,  in  order  to  go  to  the  army  in  Alface,, 
As  France  was  the  fhorteft  way,  he  propofed  to  tra¬ 
vel  through  that  kingdom  incognito  but  Cardinal 
Richelieu,  who  had  notice  both  of  his  journey  and  of 
his  defigns,  caufed  him  to  be  ftopt  at  Moulins,  and 
conducted  to  the  caftle  of  Vincennes,  where  he  was 
kept  clofe  prifoner  till  the  Weymarian  troops  had  de¬ 
livered  up  all  the  places  conquered  in  Alface  to  the 
King,  and  put  themfelves  under  the  command  of  the 
Count  de  Guebriant,  who  was  named  their  General* 
Guebriant  *  joined  the  famous  Swedilh  General  Ban- 
nier,  who  foon  filled  all  Germany  with  the  glory  of 
his  name,  and  by  his  exploits  almoft  equalled  his 
mafler  the  great  Guftavus. 

Riehdieu  of-  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  went  to  Court,  where 
fers  one  of  ^  Cardinal  loaded  him  with  commendations,  defi- 
in  marriage  red  his  rriendlhip,  and  to  engage  him  more  ltrongly 
eoynt?  Vlf~to  Bis  intereft,  offered  him  one  of  his  neareft  relations 
in  marriage  ;  but  the  Vifcount,  apprehenfive  that  dif¬ 
ference  of  religion  might  prove  an  obftacle  to  that  in¬ 
timate  union  which  fuch  engagements  require,  made 
no  fcruple  ingenioufly  to  tell  him  his  mind.  The 
Miniiter  approved  the  reafons  of  his  refiifal,  admired 
the  truth  and  probity  which  reigned  in  all  his  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  far  from  being  offended  with  him,  gave  him 
frefh  proofs  of  his  efleem,  by  continuing  to  employ 
him  in  the  molt  difficult  affairs.  It  was  then  that  he 
refolved  to  fend  him  into  Italy,  where  the  war  was 
renewed  on  account  of  the  Duchefs  of  Savoy,  filler 
to  Lewis  XIII. 

The  Rife  Viitor  Amadeus,  Duke  of  Savoy,  died  the  fe- 
h ^vo^ar3  venth  of  Oitober  1637.  From  the  beginning  of 
the  rupture  between  the  two  Crowns,  he  had  declared 
for  France,  and  had  continued  fleady  in  that  Intereft 
to  his  death.  The  Spaniards  fearing  that  Chriftina 
his  widow  would  put  herfelf  entirely  under  the  con¬ 
duit  of  the  King  her  brother,  ftirred  up  Prince  Tho- 

*  Pufftndorf.  de  rebus  Suecicis  lib.  XI.  Grotii  Epjh 
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mas  and  the  Cardinal  of  Savoy,  both  attached  to  his  An.  1639. 
Catholick  Majefty’s  intereft,  to  go  into  Piedmont, 
and  wreft  out  of  the  hands  of  their  filter  in  law,  both 
the  regency,  and  the  guard  ianlhip  of  the  young  Duke 
her  fon.  Thofe  Princes  going  into  Lombardy,  per- 
fuaded  the  people  that  the  Duchefs  had  a  defign  of 
giving  them  up  to  the  French,  and  raifed  a  civil  war 
in  her  dominions.  The  Duchels  would  not  for  fome 
time  have  recourfe  to  her  brother,  for  fear  of  increa- 
fing  the  jealoufies  of  her  fubjeds  •,  but  flie  was  at 
laft  conftrained  to  it. 

*  The  Marfhal  de  Crequi  had  been  lent  intofard'"al  66 

▼  1  1  •  1  I/-*!  ^  Valcttc 

Italy,  to  make  war  in  that  country  *,  but  after  he  commands 
had  ferved  there  three  years,  he  was  killed  by  ainPiedmont' 
cannon  ball  at  Bremen  on  the  Po.  The  Cardinal  de 
la  Valette  had  by  order  fupplied  his  place  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  1 638.  But  he  was  not  fo  fuccesful  in  Italy 
as  he  had  been  in  Flanders  :  he  in  a  few  months  loft 
Yvree,  Verceil,  Verue,  Nice,  and  fome  other  con- 
fiderable  towns,  of  which  the  Princes  of  Savoy,  af- 
fifted  by  the  Spaniards,  made  themfelves  mailers. 

The  Piedmontefe,  feeing  the  progrels  of  Prince  Tho¬ 
mas’s  arms,  and  chufing  rather  to  be  lubject  to  him 
than  to  llrangers,  gave  him  up  Quiers,  Montcalier, 
the  city  of  Turin,  and  feveral  other  important  places. 
Cardinal  Richelieu  made  the  Duchefs  dowager  of 
Savoy  fenfiblethat  fhe  could  not  be  fecure  of  any  of 
her  towns,  without  providing  them  with  French 
garifons  and  governors  of  the  fame  nation.  The 
Duchefs  confented,  and  this  complaifance  augment¬ 
ed  the  jealoufies  of  the  Piedmontefe  and  the  Spaniards. 

At  the  follicitation  of  thefe  latter,  the  Emperor  pub- 
lilhed  an  Ordinance,  by  which  he  declared  the 
Duchefs  deprived  of  the  guardianfhip  of  her  chil¬ 
dren,  difengaged  her  fubjefts  from  their  oath  of  al¬ 
legiance,  and  enjoined  them  to  acknowledge  the  two 
Princes  of  Savoy,  the  young  Duke’s  uncles,  as  his 

*  Mem*  de  Monglat,  tom*  1.  pag.  248. 
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Aii.  1639.  guardians.  All  Piedmont  rofe  againft  the  Duchefs, 
andfubmitted  to  her  brothers  in  law,  excepting  Suza, 
Carignan,  Chivasand  the  citadel  of  Turin.  To  pre¬ 
vent  the  total  ruin  of  that  Princefs,  Richelieu,  who 
was  acquainted  with  Turenne’s  capacity,  fent  him  into 
Lombardy.  Though  the  Vifcount  did  not  com¬ 
mand  in  chief,  his  prefence  foon  changed  the  face  of 
affairs  ;  and  the  Duchefs  of  Savoy  received  great 
affiftance  from  his  valour  and  counfels.  Cardinal 
de  la  V alette  dying  in  the  month  of  O&ober,  it  was 
expedited  that  the',Vifcount  de  Turenne  would  be  ap¬ 
pointed  General  in  his  room  ;  but  the  circumftances 
of  affairs  were  not  favourable  to  him.  The  Duke 
of  Bouillon,  for  reafons  which  lhall  be  loon  explain¬ 
ed,  had  lately  received  at  Sedan  Louis  de  Bourbon 
Count  of  Soiffons  and  Clermont,  who  was  Riche¬ 
lieu’s  profeffed  enemy.  This  Minifter  was  fo  little 
acquainted  with  the  Yifcount’s  character,  as  to  fear 
he  might  be  feduced  by  the  Duke  his  brother,  and 
therefore  would  not  truft  him  with  the  command  in 
chief,  but  gave  that  employment  to  the  Count  d’Har- 
court  *,  who  had  married  a  relation  of  his  Emi¬ 
nence’s.  As  the  Count’s  merit  was  equal  to  his 
birth,  and  he  had  already  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by 
feveral  glorious  actions,  the  Vifcount  willingly  fer- 
ved  under  him  :  defpite  and  jealoufy  are  paffions  un¬ 
known  to  elevated  fouls. 

A  vi&ory  On  the  Count  d’  Harcourt’s  arrival,  a  Council 
th^ vifcount was  held  to  confider,  what  enterprizes  they  were 
at  h  Route  in  a  condition  to  go  upon.  Though  the  enemy  had 
4e  Quiers.  twjce  the  number  of  troops,  it  was  refolved  to  march 
in  fearch  of  them  •,  and  the  Count  advanc’d  to  Ville- 
neuve  d’Aft,  where  they  were  encamped.  Surpri¬ 
zed  at  the  bold  approach  of  an  army  fo  much  inferior 
to  their  own,  they,  inftead  of  coming  out  of  their 
lines,  only  intrenched  themfelves  more  ftrongly.  In 

*  Henry  de  Lorraine,  Count  d’Harcourt,  d’AffliagfUC  and  de  Brionne, 
Mailer  of  the  Horfe  to  the  King  of  Fraa«i 
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vain  did  the  Count,  in  order  to  draw  them  to  a  bat-  An.  1639.' 
tie,  befiege  Quiers,  a  place  fituated  two  leagues  from 
Turin,  on  this  fide  Ville-neuve  :  Turenne  pofted 
himfelf,  with  all  the  cavalry,  between  their  quarters 
and  the  Count’s  •,  and  the  Spaniards  let  the  town  be 
taken  without  attempting  to  fave  it :  But,  as  it  was 
but  poorly  furnilh’d  with  provifions,  the  Count  d* 
Harcourt  could  make  no  long  ftay  there.  The  ene¬ 
my  having  forefeen  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  go 
to  Carignan  for  fubfiftence,  the  Marquis  de  Lega- 
nes  *,  who  commanded  them,  poffeffed  himfelf  of 
the  eminence  of  Poirin,  at  the  foot  of  which  the 
French  were  to  pafs  *,  while  Prince  Thomas  march¬ 
ed  toward  the  little  river  of  Santena,  which  they 
were  likewife  obliged  to  crofs.  As  the  Marquis  de 
Leganes  came  from  Aft,  and  Prince  Thomas  from 
Turin,  the  French  army  could  not  get  to  Carignan, 
without  expofing  both  their  flancsto  the  enemy.  This 
being  the  cafe,  the  Vifcount  offered  to  go  with  two 
thouland  men,  and  feize  the  bridge  of  Santena,  near 
a  village  named  la  Route.  Fie  fet  out  at  the  head 
of  the  detachment  he  had  demanded,  and  was  fo  ex¬ 
peditious,  that  he  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
bridge,  and  all  the  neighbouring  ports,  before 
Prince  Thomas  arrived  there.  This  Prince,  with  Nov.ao. 
3000  foot  and  1500  horfe,  fell  on  the  Vifcount, 
who  having  fuftain’d  the  enemy’s  firft  attack,  with¬ 
out  giving  way,  charg’d  them  in  his  turn,  broke 
them,  and  drove  them  before  him  the  fpace  of  a 
mile.  Prince  Thomas  was  twice  thrown  into  a  ditch, 
and  had  been  infallibly  taken,  if  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  had  not  favour’d  his  efcape.  While  the  Vif¬ 
count  was  engaged  with  Prince  Thomas,  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Leganes  attack’d  the  Count  d’Harcourt,  who 
tho’  he  had  the  advantage  over  the  Spaniards,  durft: 
not  advance  towards  the  river,  being  uncertain  whe- 

*  Don  Diego  Philip  d’AYila  ds  Csfman,  Crandss  of  Spain,  and  Governor 
sf  the  Milanefe. 
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An.  1639.  ther  Prince  Thomas  was  not  in  poffefiion  of  the 
pafles  •,  but  on  receiving  advice  from  the  Vifcount, 
that  the  enemy  had  been  prevented  and  defeated, 
he  continued  his  march  •,  and  the  army  being  re¬ 
joined  by  the  detachment,  the  Vifcount  put  himfelf 
in  the  rear- guard,  and  made  the  troops  file  off  before 
him,  with  the  cannon  and  baggage.  He  was  the  laid 
man  that  pafifed  the  bridge,  which  with  his  own  hands 
he  helped  to  break  down.  The  Count  d’Harcourt 
proceeded  to  Carignan  without  oppofition,  where  he 
quartered  part  of  his  army,  and  the  reft  in  the  adja¬ 
cent  places.  Such  was  the  battle  of  la  Route  de 
Quiers,  the  fuccefs  of  which  was  attributed  to  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne  ;  who,  neverthelefs  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  account  he  gave  of  that  adtion  in  a  letter  he 
fent  to  Paris,  fpoke  fo  little  of  himfelf,  that  one 
of  his  friends  wrote  to  him,  “  That  Fame  was 
‘ 6  miftaken,  fince  Ihe  every  where  publifhed  that 
“  he  had  had  the  principal  part  in  the  vidtory.” 

The  vif-  The  campaign  being  ended,  the  Count  d’Har- 
^p£court  went  to  pafs  the  winter  at  Pignerol,  leaving 
and  fumifliesthe  command  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  whom  he 
Turin a^with  ordered  to  fumifh  the  citadel  of  Turin  with  provifi- 
provifions.  ons.  It  was  defended  by  the  Count  de  Couvonge  *, 
againft  Prince  Thomas,  who  was  mafter  of  the 
town.  The  Vifcount,  perceiving  that  the  troops 
were  too  much  crowded  in  their  quarters  in  the 
country  of  Saluces,  and  that  the  cavalry  wanted  fo¬ 
rage,  befieged  the  towns  of  Bufca  and  Dronero,  on 
the  river  Maira he  took  them  in  fix  days,  and  the 
army  by  extending  itfelf  had  fufficient  fubfiftence. 
He  then  fent  the  necefiary  ammunition  and  provifi- 
ons  into  the  citadel  of  Turin,  in  fpight  of  all  Prince 
Thomas  could  do  to  hinder  it. 

An.  1640.  In  the  beginning  of  the  next  fpring,  the  Count 
cafai  fuc-  d’Harcourt  receiv’d  advice  that  the  Marquis  de  Lega-  - 
nes,  to  retrieve  the  misfortunes  of  the  laft  campaign, 

*  Anthony  de  Stainviile,  a  Nobleman  of  torrain. 
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had  befieged  Cafal,  which  France  defended  for  her  An  .'1640^ 
ally,  the  young  Duke  of  Mantua.  Though  the^-^VN^ 
Spanifh  General,  with  an  army  of  20,000  Men,  had 
entrenched  himfelf  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that 
town,  near  a  hill,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  little  river 
of  Gattola,  the  Count  d’Harcourt  attempted  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  place.  Having  left  his  cannon  under  a 
ftrong  guard,  he  marched  toward  Cafal  in  the  end 
of  April,  with  7000  foot  and  3000  horfe  :  He  ar¬ 
rived  near  the  entrenchments,  took  a  view  of  them, 
found  them  wide,  deep,  and  ftrengthned  by  forts 
and  redoubts.  Deligning  to  attack  them  in  three 
places,  he  divided  his  army  into  three  bodies.  The 
Vifcount  de  Turenne*  and  the  Count  du  Pleflis- 
Praflin,  were  to  make  an  attack  from  the  declivity 
of  the  hill,  at  the  head  ofthefirft  body  compofed  of 
old  troops ;  the  fecond  formed  of  new,  under  the 
command  of  la  Mothe-Houdancourt,  had  orders  to 
gain  the  top  of  the  fame  eminence  •,  and  the  troops 
of  Savoy,  which  made  the  third,  commanded  by 
the  Marquifies  de  Villes  and  de  Pianezze,  were 
defigned  for  the  attack  on  the  fide  of  the  plain.  La 
Mothe-Houdancourt  pafled  the  Gattola,  with  two 
regiments  of  infantry,  and  fix  of  cavalry,  and  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  top  of  the  hill  :  the  Vifcount 
de  Turenne,  and  the  Count  du  Pleflis-Praflin,  who 
followed  Houdancourt  with  700  musketeers,  forced 
the  enemy,  who  advanced  againft  them,  back  into 
their  entrenchments,  and  gave  the  reft  of  the  troops 
time  to  pafs,  and  draw  up  in  order  of  battle.  The 
attack  began  :  the  foldiers  threw  themfelves  into  the 
ditch  :  the  Count  d’Harcourt,  who  faw  them  fuffer 
much  from  the  enemies  pikes,  fpurr’d  on  his  horfe ; 
and,  crying  out  we  muft  conquer  or  die,  pafled  the 
entrenchments.  Roque  Serviere,  who  commanded 
de  la  Mothe-Houdancourt’s  infantry,  had  entered 
them  at  a  place  where  he  met  with  lefs  difficulty, 

*  Mem.  de  Monglat,  tom.  x.  pag.  351. 
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An.  1640.  and  had  been  followed  by  the  cavalry  :  the  Count 

v-''  d’Harcourt  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  charged  all 

that  ftood  in  his  way.  Soon  after,  the  Vifcount  de 
Turenne  and  the  Count  du  Pleffis,  who  had  been 
repulfed  three  times,  at  the  fourth  attack  forced  the 
entrenchments.  The  Marquiffes  de  Villes  and  de 
Pianezze  entred  them  at  the  fame  time  on  another 
fide,  which  was  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  put 
into  diforder  a  large  body  of  the  Spanifh  horfe, 
which  was  on  the  point  of  furrounding  the  Count 
d’Harcourt.  *  The  victory  however  was  not  entire¬ 
ly  fure  :  a  body  of  4000  horfe  was  preparing  to 
return  to  the  charge  :  the  Vifcount  perceiving  their 
motion,  immediately  drew  up  all  the  cavalry  of  the 
army  together,  fo  clofe  in  one  Angle  front,  that  the 
enemy  could  not  difcern  whether  they  were  ftp- 
ported  or  not.  Deceived  by  this  difpofition,  their 
courage  failed  them,  and  they  fled  to  the  right  and 
left,  fome  toward  the  bridge  of  Sture,  others  toward 
Fraxinet,  where  they  had  likewife  a  bridge  over  the 
Po.  The  Vifcount  purfued  them  till  night,  took 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  fix  mortars,  twenty  four 
colours,  all  their  ammunition,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  their  baggage  •,  3000  men  were  killed  in  the  field 
of  battle,  1800  were  made  prifoners,  great  numbers 
were  drowned  in  the  Po,  and  the  reft  owed  their  fafe- 
ty  to  the  night  only.  Never  was  victory  more  com¬ 
plete,  or  more  unexpected  by  the  vanquifhed  :  the 
Marquis  de  Leganes  did  not  imagine  that  the  Count 
d’Harcourt  would  with  a  handful  of  men  have  dared 
to  attack  an  army  fo  confiderable,  and  fo  well  in¬ 
trenched  as  his. 

Turin  be-  Cafal  v/as  thus  relieved  :  and  the  Count  d’Har- 

£esed'  court,  willing  to  make  the  bell:  advantage  of  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  the  French  troops  encouraged  by  this  fuc- 
cefs,  called  a  council  of  war,  in  order  to  refolve  on 

*  Mem.  MSS.  of  Fremont  d’Ablancourt,  and  the  MSS.  of  Abbe  Raguenot,  [ 
already  quoled. 
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fome  new  enterprife.  The  Vifcount  was  of  opinion  An.  1640,’ 
that  they  Ihould  befiege  Turin  •,  but  this  motion  was 
oppofed  by  the  other  General  Officers  :  they  main¬ 
tained  it  would  be  rafhnefs  to  befiege,  with  10,000 
men,  a  town  provided  with  a  garrifon  of  12,000, 
and  which  might  be  relieved  by  Leganes,  who  had 
ftill  an  army  of  15,000  well  difciplined  foldiers. 

The  Vifcount,  who  did  not  ufe  to  ipeak  till  he  had 
well  weighed  what  he  intended  to  lay,  perfifted  ftea.- 
dily  in  his  opinion,  reprefenting,  that  the  King’s 
affairs  would  be  abfolutely  ruined  in  Piedmont,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  advantages  already  gained,  if 
Prince  Thomas  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  citadel  of 
Turin,  which  could  not  be  prevented  but  by  lay¬ 
ing  liege  to  the  town.  The  Count  d’Harcourt 
yielded  to  hisreafons  :  thefiege  was  refolved  upon, 
and  the  army  marched  immediately.  When  they  May  u. 
came  near  Turin,  they  feized  the  bridge  on  the  Po, 
the  convent  of  Capucinsfituated  on  a  rifing  ground  on 
the  right  of  that  river,  Valentin,  a  houfe  of  pleafure 
of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy,  lying  on  the  left  of  the  fame 
river,  and  all  the  other  advantageous  polls  in  that 
neighbourhood.  Lines  of  circumvallation  and  con- 
travallation  were  drawn,  and  the  place  was  clofely 
ftreightned,  in  hopes  of  ftarving  it  in  a  little  time. 

General  Leganes  looking  on  this  enterprife  of  the 
Count  d’Harcourt  as  a  favourable  opportunity  of  re¬ 
venging  the  affront  received  before  Cafal,  wrote  to 
Prince  Thomas,  who  had  ffiut  himfelf  up  in  Turin, 
that  he  was  marching  to  his  affillance  that  the  Count*. 
d’Harcourt  fhould  not  efcape  him  this  time  •,  and 
that  the  ladies  of  Turin  might  before-hand  hire  win¬ 
dows  in  the  great  llreet  to  fee  him  go  by  priloner. 

He  augmented  his  army  with  the  garrifons  of  moffc 
of  the  towns  in  the  Milanefe,  and  came  with  1 8,000 
men  to  view  the  grounds  about  the  Capucin’s  con¬ 
vent,  with  a  defign  of  palling  the  Po  over  the  bridge 
Qf  Turin  ;  but  he  found  that  bridge  fo  well  guarded, 
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An.  1 640.  that  not  daring  to  attack  it,  he  retired  behind  the 
mountains  of  Savito  and  Cano-retto,  which  are  on 
the  b^nks  of  the  Po.  The  Count  d’Harcourt  fuf- 
pe<£fiog  that  he  defigned  to  pafs  that  river  at  Moncalier 
above  Turin,  lent  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  thither 
with  a  detachment  to  oppofe  his  pafiage.  But  not¬ 
withstanding  all  the  expedition  the  Vifcount  could 
make,  when  he  came  to  Moncalier,  he  found  that 
four  or  five  thoufand  of  the  enemy  had  already 
crofted,  and  were  beginning  to  entrench  themfelves 
June  4.  in  the  Caflines  on  this  fide  of  the  river.  He  march¬ 
ed  up  to  them,  without  lofing  a  moment  :  his  lol- 
diers  making  a  difficulty  of  palling  a  brook,  which 
being  fwelled  by  the  rains  then  overflowed,  he  paf- 
fed  it  firft  himfelf :  he  attacked  the  Caflines  which 
the  enemy  had  already  bored,  to  fire  through  the 
openings,  drove  them  thence,  flew  great  numbers 
of  them,  and  forced  the  reft  into  the  Po,  where 
they  were  drowned  :  he  then  burnt  the  bridge, 
which  was  built  only  of  wood,  and  intrenched  him¬ 
felf  on  the  banks  of  the  river  over  againft  the  enemy. 
This  action  had  fuch  an  effebt  on  the  Marquis  de  Le- 
ganes,  that  he  retreated  toward  Revigliafco,  under 
pretence  of  going  to  get  recruits,  and  left  his  army 
under  the  condubt  of  Carlo  della  Gatta,  the  belt  and 
braveft  of  his  officers.  The  Vifcount,  knowing  the 
capacity  and  vigilance  of  his  enemy,  ordered  all  the 
Fords  above  Moncalier  to  be  guarded  day  and  night. 
Carlo  della  Gatta  durft  neither  pafs  them  in  his 
prefence,  nor  throw  bridges  over  any  part  of  the 
river:  all  his  enterprifes  were  confined  to  the  feizing 
of  fome  fmall  iflands  which  lay  neareft  the  banks  of 
the  Po.  Turenne  found  means  to  land  in  them,  before 
the  enemy  had  finilhed  their  intrenchments,  and  all 
whom  he  found  there,  were  either  cut  in  pieces,  or 
drowned  in  the  river,  but  he  himfelf  received  a  muf- 
ket  Ihot  in  his  fhoulder,  and  was  obliged  to  be  car¬ 
ried  to  Pignerol. 
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Leganes  Toon  returned  to  Moncalier,  pafled  the  An.  1640. 
Po  in  fpite  of  the  refiftance  made  by  the  French,  and 
went  and  fhut  up  the  Count  d’Harcourt  in  his  camp.  r.eg^tL  e* 
Perhaps  there  never  was  an  inftance  of  befiegers  and  f,°^coiin 
befieged  in  the  like  fituation.  Prince  Thomas  keptin  hijC«mP 
the  Count  de  Couvonges  block’d  up  in  the  citadel,  b.efore  Tu" 
and  was  befieged  in  the  town  by  the  Count  d’Har¬ 
court,  who  was  himfelf  fhut  up  in  his  lines  by  the 
Marquis  de  Leganes.  Leganes  having  agreed  to 
attempt  the  French  lines,  while  Prince  Thomas 
fliould  make  a  fally,  the  Count  d’Harcourt  was  at¬ 
tacked  on  the  fecond  of  July,  both  from  the  town  juiy  2. 
and  the  plain.  Prince  Thomas  feizedon  Valentin  ; 
and  Carlo  della  Gatta  having  forced  and  filled  up 
the  lines  in  the  quarter  of  de  la  Mothe-Houdancourt, 
entered  Turin  with  1200  horfeand  1000  foot.  The 
Marquis  de  Leganes  making  himfelf  afterwards  ma¬ 
tter  of  the  river  Ora,  as  he  had  done  before  of  the 
Po,  hindered  the  paflfage  of  provi lions  to  the  Count 
d’Harcourt’s  camp,  both  from  Suza  and  Pignerol  ; 
and  the  famine  grew  fo  prefling,  that  not  one  of  the 
general  officers  was  for  remaining  any  longer  before 
Turin. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  hardly  recovered  ofThe  v;r- 
his  wound,  arrived  when  they  were  in  this  condition  ;  d{jT“' 
he  brought  from  Pignerol  to  the  army  a  large  con- a  convoy  to 
voy  of  provifions  and  ammunition,  efcorted  by  fome  Jj’Harcourt. 
troops  got  together  from  Guyenne,  Languedoc,  Pro¬ 
vence,  Dauphiny  and  Franche-Comte,  and  which  the 
Cardinal  had  ordered  to  pafs  the  mountains.  Le¬ 
ganes  *  oppofed  their  paflage  in  vain  :  he  had  fent 
a  detachment  which  harrafled  them  on  the  road,  and 
laid  feveral  ambufcades  for  them  ;  the  Vifcount  fur- 
mounted  all  obftacles,  and  conduced  the  convoy 
fafe  to  the  camp  on  the  twelfth  of  July.  juiy  12.1 

Prince  Thomas  in  Turin  was  reduced  to  a  greater  Turin  taken* 
want  of  provifions  than  the  French.  It  is  pretended 

#  Mem.  de  Monglat,  pag.  357.  an.  1640. 
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An.  1640  .'that  the  town  was  fupplied  for  fome  time  by  Fran- 
ceico  Zignoni  Bergamafco,  an  Engineer  *,  who 
filled  feveral  large  bombs  with  meal,  and  threw 
them  into  the  town  over  the  Count  d’Harcourt’s 
camp  :  but  the  French  having  the  benefit  of  fuch  as 
fell  by  the  way,  this  expedient  was  laid  afide,  which 
became  almcft  as  advantageous  to  thebefiegers  as  to 
the  befieged.  Carlo  della  Gatta’s  enterprile  was  at¬ 
tended  with  no  better  fuccefs  :  fallying  out  at  the 
head  of  3000  men,  of  whom  he  would  have  difbur- 
thened  the  tov/n,  by  conducting  them  into  Leganes’s 
camp,  he  could  not  force  his  way,  and  was  obliged 
to  return.  The  befieged  made  feveral  other  fa  Hies, 
which  ccft  them  great  numbers  of  men,  while  the 
Marquis  de  Leganes  was  to  no  purpofe  endeavouring 
to  force  the  French  lines.  Prince  Thomas,  finding 
himfelf  reduced  to  the  laid  extremity,  demanded  a 
capitulation,  and  furrendred  on  the  feventeenth  of 
Sept.  17.  September-,  he  went  out  with  8000  men,  and  was 
^conducted  to  Yvree.  The  Marquis  de  Leganes  re^ 
palled -the  Po  with  his  troops.  The  Count  a* Har- 
cour  full  of -glory  from  the  fuccefs  of  a  campaign, 
which  he  had  opened  by  the  relieving  of  Cafal,  and 
clofed  with -the  taking  of  Turin,  returned  to  France 
by  orders  from  the  Court,  and  left  the  army  under 
the  command  of  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne. 

An.  1641.  The  troops  having  luffered  extremely  at  the  fiege 
TheVii-  Xurin,  the  Vifcount  allowed  them  time  to  refrelh 
Montecaivo,  themselves  •,  but  made  them  march  as  loon  as  they 
Yvr6c.fiegeS  were  'or  Toward  the  end  of  February 

he  befieged  Montecaivo,  of  which  he  made  himfelf 
Apni.  11.  macter  jn  ten  (}aySi  He  then  palled  the  Po,  and 
laid  fiege  to  Yvree,  where  Prince  Thomas  kept  his 
magazines.  Forefeeing  that  the  Prince  would  be 
expeditious  in  throwing  fuccours  into  this  place,  he 
did  not  alight  from  his  horfe  till  he  had  finilhed  his 
lines  and  fecured  his  quarters.  Prince  Thomas  did 

*  Sse  1’Jiiftoire  de  la  Repuol.  de  Venile,  by  Nani.  tom.  iy.  lib.  XI. 
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not  fail  to  hafcen  towards  Yvree,  believing  that  the  An.  1641. 
Vifcount  would  not  have  time  enough  to  provide 
for  the  fecurity  of  his  camp  :  finding  him  too  well 
intrenched,  to  venture  to  attack  him,  he  hoped  to 
make  a  diverfion  by  laying  fiege  to  Chivas  :  but  the 
"V ifcount  did  not  quit  the  fiege  he  had  begun  :  he  on¬ 
ly  prefled  it  more  vigoroufly,  that  he  might  go  the 
fooner  to  the  relief  of  Chivas. 

In  the  mean  time,  on  the  news  that  the  Vifcount  Richelieu  re- 
had  taken  Montecalvo  in  fo  few  days,  and  was  be-  t^/e‘ 
fieging  Yvree,  the  Count  d’Harcourt’s  emulation  count 
was  roofed  arnidft  the  pleafures  and  encomiums  of^^vip. 
the  Court :  he  fet  out  for  Piedmont,  and  haftened  to«>unc  de 
the  camp  before  Yvree.  While  he  v/as  continuing  iu,enne’ 
the  fiege  of  that  place  with  the  greatefi:  vigour,  the 
murmurs  of  the  people  of  Chivas  forced  him  to  the 
fuccour  of  that  town,  which  lies  but  four  leagues 
from  Turin.  Prince  Thomas,  w'nofe  only  view 
was  to  five  Yvree,  raifed  the  fiege  of  Chivas  before 
the  Count  d’Harcourt  arrived  there,  and  retired  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  Po.  The  Count  might  have 
returned  and  renewed  the  fiege  of  Yvree  ;  but  aban¬ 
doning  all  the  Vifccunt’s  fchemes,  he  palled  the  Po, 
and  went  to  take  Ceva,  Mendovi  and  Coni.  Tu- 
renne,  who  had  the  Interefts  of  his  country  more  at 
heart,  than  thofe  of  his  own  felf-love,  laboured  for 
his  General’s  glory  with  the  fiime  zeal  as  before,  at 
the  fieges  of  thofe  three  places.  Cardinal  Richelieu, 
who  knew  all  the  merit  of  thofe  two  Princes,  from 
that  time  judged,  that  in  order  to  render  them  more 
ufeful  to  the  State,  he  ought  to  feparate  them. 

While  the  Vifcount  was  fignalizing  himfelf  in The  ,Cjunt 
the  fervice  of  France,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  hiSretfrefTom 
brother,  was  unhappily  engaged  in  the  Spanifh  in- Court, 
terefi:  by  his  union  with  the  Count  de  Soifions.  The 
Count  had  retired  to  Sedan  four  years  before,  to 
fcreen  himfelf  from  the  ill-will  of  the  Cardinal.  As 
Richelieu  had  form’d  the  ambitious  project  of  an 
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r&n.  1641.  alliance  of  his  own  family  with  that  of  his  Sovereign, 
he  fent  a  perfon  to  the  Count,  to  propofe  a  match 
between  him  and  the  Countefs  de  Combalet  his 
niece.  The  propofal  put  that  Prince  into  fuch  a 
paffion,  as  to  make  him  exprefs  by  his  behaviour, 
the  extremity  of  his  hatred  to  the  Minifter.  The 
Cardinal  on  the  other  hand  was  incenfed  at  fo  in- 
fulting  a  refufal,  and  to  revenge  himfelf,  put  in 
pradfife  his  ordinary  maxim,  of  humbling  all  who 
oppofed  his  will.  The  Count  de  Soiffons,  who 
was  naturally  high-fpirited,  and  had  a  courage  be¬ 
coming  his  birth,  kept  no  meafures  in  his  contempt, 
courted  the  friendlhip  of  all  the  great  men  of  the 
kingdom  who  hated  Richelieu,  and  entered  into  a 
clofe  union  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  in  order  to 
counter-balance  the  Mini  fiefs  exceffive  authority. 
Richelieu,  in  the  mean  time,  labour’d  inceffantly 
for  the  Count’s  deftrudtion,  and  at  length  found 
means  to  ruin  him  in  the  King’s  favour  •,  the  Count, 
being  forced  to  leave  the  Court,  retired  to  Sedan. 
As  foon  as  he  arrived  there,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon 
gave  the  Cardinal  notice  of  it,  and  begged  the 
King,  not  to  be  difpleafed  with  his  affording  a  retreat 
to  a  Prince  of  his  blood ,  who  was  perfuaded ■  he  had 
done  nothing  which  could  offend  his  Majefty  *.  The 
King  and  the  Cardinal  approved  of  the  Duke’s 
condudt,  and  gave  the  Count  leave  to  flay  at  Sedan. 
A  eiofe  uni-  During  his  refidence  at  that  place,  he  entered  into 
ahe^ounTde3-  clofe  union  with  the  Duke  of  Bouillon.  The  for- 
so^andme,  was  very  capable  of  inljpiring  all  the  fentiments 
eouiiion!  Ofof  a  warm  friendfhip ;  and  the  latter  very  fufeepti- 
ble  of  a  tender  and  conftant  affedtion.  The  Count 
did  not  pafs  for  a  man  of  great  talents  ;  but  was 
endow’d  with  almoft  all  the  virtues :  he  was  in¬ 
trepid,  liberal,  dilinterelled,  faithful,  fincere,  in 
one  word,  a  man  of  honour  and  probity.  The 

*  See  Langlade’s  Memoirs,  p.  40.  and  the  Metro  of  Monglat,  Tom.  I. 
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Duke  was  in  poffeflion  of  the  fame  virtues,  with  a 
fuperiour  genius.  When  there  is  a  conformity  of 
fentiments  between  two  hearts,  a  fuperiority  of  ta¬ 
lents  on  one  fide,  far  from  proving  an  obftacle  to 
friendfliip,  ties  the  knot  (till  falter :  with  pleafure  a 
man  lets  himfelf  be  advifed  by  the  perfon  he  loves  *, 
and  this  deference  does  not  fail  to  footh  the  felf-love 
of  him  who  advifes.  While  they  lived  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  the  Duke  in  one  of  thofe  moments  when  the 
tranfports  of  friendfhip  make  a  man  lofe  fight  of 
his  duty,  fwore  he  would  be  infeparably  attach’d  to 
the  Count’s  intereft,  and  that  the  City  of  Sedan 
Ihould  always  be  his  afylum  againll  the  injuftice  of 
the  Cardinal. 

Some  time  after,  the  Minifter  renewed  his  nego- The  Duke 
tiationfor  effecting  the  marriage  of  the  Countefs  de  rcVurefto1* 
Combalet  with  the  Count  de  Soiffons  •,  and  being  ™ke  the 
exafperated  by  a  frefh  refufal,  he  infilled  on  the  Girons  Lve 
Duke  of  Bouillon’s  obliging  the  Count  to  leave  Se-  Sedan,  and 
dan  i  the  Duke  replied,  that  the  King  having  at 
firft  approved  of  his  deceiving  that  Prince,  he  had  Guife that 
then  given  him  his  word  never  to  force  him  thence  :  town‘ 
that  after  fuch  an  engagement,  he  was  obliged  in 
honour  not  to  violate  the  laws  ol  hofpitality  in  re¬ 
gard  to  a  Prince  of  the  Blood,  who  was  guilty  of 
no  breach  of  duty  to  his  Sovereign.  The  Minifter, 
fhock’d  at  the  Duke’s  refolution,  foon  made  him 
feel  the  effedts  of  his  refentment. 

Henry  IV.  and  Lewis  XIII.  had  by  feveral  a- 
greements  with  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  engaged  to 
maintain  the  garrifon  of  Sedan,  and  pay  the  troops 
belonging  to  it :  the  Cardinal  prevailed  with  the 
King  to  difcontinue  that  payment,  in  order  to  force 
the  Duke  of  Bouillon  to  fell  that  fovereignty  to  his 
Majefty.  From  that  moment,  the  Duke  openly 
declared  againft  the  Minifter,  and  would  liften  to 
no  propofal.  The  Cardinal,  who  had  notyetfhewn 
to  what  a  degree  his  anger  was  r-aifed,  being  ap- 
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An.  1 641 .  apprifed  that  the  Archbifhop  of  Rheims*,  after- 
wards  known  by  the  name  of  Duke  de  Guise, 
had  alfo  retired  to  Sedan,  could  contain  himfelf  no 
longer,  and  faid  publickly  before  the  King,  “  that 
“  that  place  was  become  the  refuge  of  all  the  fac- 
“  tious,  and  a  fecond  Rochelle,  which  ought  to 
“  be  levelled  with  the  ground. 

The  three  Thefe  civil  broils  in  France  revived  the  courage  of 
princes  in  the  Spaniards,  who  applied,  themfelves  with  ardor 
at  Sedan, re3t  t0  gain  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  the  Princes  that 
make  a  trea-  were  with  him  at  Sedan.  Cardinal  Richelieu  on  his 
spain' and  fide,  employed  all  the  means  which  might  force 
the  Empire,  them  to  join  with  Spain,  that  he  might  deprive  the 
Count  de  Soiffons  of  his  places  and  employments, 
the  Archbifhop  of  Rheims  of  his  benefices,  and  the 
Duke  of  Bouillon  of  his  dominions.  So  far  was  he 
from  helping  them  out  of  the  labyrinth,  in  which  he 
had  engaged  them,  that  by  his  fecret  intrigues,  the 
hard  terms  he  required  of  them,  and  the  preparations 
he  made  for  befieging  Sedan,  he  reduced  them  to 
fign  a  treaty  with  the  Cardinal  Infant  f ,  who  adled 
in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  with  the 
Arch-Duke  ||,  who  adted  in  the  name  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror.  Each  of  them  promifed  7000  men  •,  and  thofe 
two  bodies  united  were  to  repair  to  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Sedan.  The  Spaniards  likewife  obliged 
themfelves  to  fend  200,000  crowns  for  raifing  foldi- 
ers :  but  they  paid  only  part  of  the  money,  and  en¬ 
tirely  failed  in  that  article  of  the  treaty  which  related 
to  the  troops.  The  Emperor  was  more  faithful  to 

*  Second  (on  to  Charles  of  Lorrain,  Duke  de  Guife.  He  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  Queen  Mother’s  party,  and  banifhed  on  her  account-  He  had 
only  the  title  and  revenue  of  a  Biftop,  without  being  in  orders.  Returning 
into  France,  he  had  a  mind  to  marry  the  Princefs  Aim  de  Gonzaga,  and  de¬ 
fied  the  King’s  permiflion  for  refigning  to  his  brothers  his  benefices,  which 
amt  unted  to  400,000  livres  a  year:  The  Cardinal  refufed  his  requell  j  in- 
cenfed  at  the  refufal,  he  retired  to  Sedan. 

t  Ferdinand  of  Auitria,  called  the  CARDINAL  INFANT,  fon  to  Phi¬ 
lip  III.  King  of  Spain. 

||  Leopold  William,  fon  to  the  Emptror  Ferdinand  II, 
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his  engagements,  and  fent  General  Lamboy,  with  An.  1641. 
the  7000  men  that  he  was  to  furnifh. 

Soon  after  the  figning  of  this  treaty,  the  Count  They  pubm 
deSoiffons,  the  Duke  of  Guife,  and  the  Duke  °f^ 
Bouillon,  to  juftify  their  conduct,  difperfed  a  f  ma-  on  of  their 
nifefto  through  all  France,  in  which  they  (filed Condu'ft* 
themfelves  Princes  of  Peace.  They  theredrew 
the  Cardinal  in  the  mod  odious  colours,  reviving 
the  remembrance  of  his  ingratitude  to  the  Queen 
Mother  his  benefa&refs,  and  his  cruelty  to  the  ri¬ 
vals  of  his  power  •,  and  exaggerating  his  complai- 
fance  for  his  creatures,  the  violence  of  his  admini- 
dration,  and  all  the  faults  in  his  charatder.  The 
Cardinal  gave  the  Marfhal  de  Chatillon  orders  to 
advance  toward  Sedan  with  his  troops,  confiding 
of  10,000  men  •,  while  the  Marfhal  de  la  Meille- 
raye,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  had  orders 
to  march  into  the  very  heart  of  Flanders,  with  a 
view  of  drawing  all  the  forces  of  the  Low  Countries 
thither,  and  hindring  the  Cardinal  Infant  from  fend¬ 
ing  fuccours  to  Sedan.  While  the  Marfhal  de  The  battle 
Chatillon  lay  encamped  a  league  from  Sedan,  near 
the  village  of  Marphee,  General  Lamboy  joined  the  Count  de 
the  Imperial  army  to  that  of  the  Princes  of  Peace ,  So'a°ns* 
in  the  beginning  of  June.  After  this  conjunction, 
he  marched  directly  againd  the  French,  with  the 
Count  de  Soidons,  who  commanded  a  body  of  re- 
ferve,  and  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  who  headed  the 
cavalry.  The  Duke  of  Guife,  who  was  gone  to 
Brudels  to  negotiate  the  treaty,  was  not  yet  return¬ 
ed.  The  Marfhal  de  Chatillon,  as  foon  as  he  faw 
the  enemy,  drew  up  his  army  in  line  of  battle,  and 
attack’d  them  briskly.  In  this  fird  onfet,  the  roy¬ 
al  army  had  the  advantage  :  but  afterwards  the 
cavalry  of  the  Princes  *  charged  the  fquadrons  of 
the  King  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  they  broke  them 
• 

■f  See  the  m  a  nifefto  in  V.  SIru 

s  Langlade’s  Memoirs,  pag.  70, 
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An.  1641.  intirely,  forced  them  on  the  foot,  and  in  a  very  little 
time  routed  the  royal  army.  The  Marfhal  de  Cha- 
tillon  loft  all  his  infantry,  and  moft  of  his  principal 
officers  were  killed  or  made  prifoners.  The  Duke  of 
Bouillon  finding  himfelf  near  the  place  where  he  had 
left  the  Count  de  Soiffons  with  his  body  of  referve, 
thought  to  give  him  notice  of  the  defeat  ofhis  enemies, 
but  found  him  dead  in  the  midft  ofhis  guards  without 
having  fought,  nor  was  it  ever  known  by  whom  or 
in  what  manner  he  was  killed  :  it  is  probable  he  had 
unfortunately  killed  himfelf  in  attempting  to  raife 
the  vifor  of  his  helmet  with  the  end  of  his  piftol. 
The  Duke  of  Bouillon  fent  the  news  of  that  Prince’s 
death  to  the  Cardinal  Infant,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
begged  him  to  make  the  Spaniards  put  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  in  execution  ;  but  he  received  no  other 
anfwer  than  encomiums  and  compliments  ;  nay 
Lamboy  had  orders  to  repafs  the  Meufe,  and  join 
the  Cardinal  Infant,  who  was  marching  to  the  relief 
of  Aire. 

The  Card;-  ^  mean  time,  Richelieu,  not  to  leave  the  re¬ 
nal  advites  volt  of  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  unpunifhed,  ordered 
bldiej^ Se-t0  die  Marfhal  de  Breze  to  join  his  army  to  that  of  the 
<fcn.  Marfhal  de  Chatillon  :  they  amounted  together  to 
25,000  men  :  the  King  appeared  in  perfon  on  the 
frontier  ;  where  all  preparations  were  making  for 
the  facrifice  of  a  new  victim  to  his  juft  indignation. 
The  Duke  of  Bouillon  found  himfelf  deftitute  of  af- 
fiftance :  the  Emperor  had  drawn  off  his  troops  : 
Spain  had  broke  her  word  to  him  :  neverthelefs, 
lupported  by  his  courage  alone,  he  prepared  himfelf 
for  a  vigorous  defence  in  Sedan,  where  he  did  not 
doubt  he  fhould  be  befieged.  It  happened  luckily 
for  him,  that  it  was  of  dangerous  confequence  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  fiege  of  Sedan,  while  the  fuccefs  of  that 
of  Aire  was  fo  dubious  •,  and  this  conjunfture  was  the 
Duke  of  Bouillon’s  prefervation.  The  King  being 
arrived  at  Mezieres,  moft  of  die  Lords  fpokeinthe 
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Duke’s  favour,  fome  out  of  hatred  to  the  Cardinal,  An.  *641* 
others  out  of  generofity .  Cinqmars  -f*.  Matter  of  the 
horfe  to  the  King  of  France,  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
above  all  the  reft  by  his  zeal  for  the  Duke :  he 
ftrongly  reprefented  to  the  King  the  wrongs,  the 
cruelties,  and  the  injuftices  committed  by  the  Cardi¬ 
nal,  who  had  driven  the  Princes  of  Peace  to  the  great  < 
eft  extremities  :  he  palliated  the  Duke’s  faults,  and 
at  laft  obtained  for  him  a  compleat  pardon,  on  very 
honourable  terms.  The  town  of  Sedan  was  allow¬ 
ed  to  obferve  the  lame  neutrality  as  before  the  troubles, 
and  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  was  reftored  to  the  full  pof- 
feflion  of  all  his  eftates  in  France  :  he  on  his  fide  pro- 
mifed  to  releafe  the  prifoners  made  at  the  battle  of 
Marphee,  and  reftore  the  baggage,  cannon  and  ftan- 
dards  he  had  taken  in  that  aclion. 

As  foon  as  the  conditions  were  fettled,  the  Duke 
of  Bouillon,  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of 
gentlemen  and  officers,  waited  on  the  King  at  Me- 
ziers,  asked  pardon  for  his  fault  in  the  prefence  of 
the  whole  Court,  and  promiled  his  Majefty  an  invi¬ 
olable  fidelity  for  the  time  to  come  :  *  but  at  the 
fame  time  earneftly  intreated  him  to  give  orders  for 
reftoring  the  memory  of  the  Count  de  Soiflons,  who 
had  been  arraigned  by  the  Parliament  of  Paris  ;  for 
carrying  his  body  into  France,  to  be  buried  there  in 
the  tomb  ofhis  anceftors  ;  and  for  re-eft abliffiingfuch 
as  had  efpoufed  his  quarrel,  in  the  pofleflion  of  their 
eftates.  The  great  concern  the  Duke  expreffed  for 
the  Count’s  memory,  difplayed  the  goodnefs  of  his 
heart,  and  the  noblenefs  of  his  fentiments :  the  King 
moved  by  his  intreaties,  ordered  all  he  asked  to  be  An-  i64-- 
executed.  marches  into 

Thefe  troubles  being  appeafed,  Cardinal  Riche-  Rodion, 
lieu  formed  a  defign  of  conquering  Rouffillon.  It 

4  Henry  Coiffier  d'Effiat,  Marquis  de  Cinqmars. 

*  Mem.  de  Siri,  tome  2.  liv.  i.  &  Anecdotes  de  la  vie  du  Cardinal  de 
Richlieu,  tome  i.  liv.  3.  pg.  4681 
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was  now  three  years  fince  the  Catalans,  natural  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Caftillans,  complaining  that  the  Court 
of  Spain  violated  all  their  privileges,  had  applied, 
themfelves  to  France  for  protection  againft  the  per- 
fecutions  of  the  Duke  d’Olivarez,  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty’s  Minifter.  As  Rouffillon  interrupted  the  com¬ 
munication  of  Languedoc  with  Catalonia,  Richelieu 
judged  the  conqueft  of  that  province  would  be  ne- 
ceftary  for  facilitating  the  paffage  of  the  fuccours  to 
be  fent  to  the  rebellious  Catalans.  At  his  folicitation, 
the  King  went  thither  in  perfon,  and  ordered  22,000 
men  of  the  belt  troops  in  the  kingdom  to  march 
towards  Narbonne,  who  were  to  be  joined  by  thole 
already  in  Languedoc  and  Dauphiny.  The  Mar- 
fhal  de  Meilleraye  had  the  command  of  them,  and 
the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  named  his  Lieutenant 
General.-  Their  firft  defign  was  to  befiege  Perpig¬ 
nan  •,  but  as  the  Spaniards  might  relieve  that  place 
by  the  help  of  the  port  of  Collioure,  where  it  was 
eafy  for  them  to  land,  the  French  contented  them¬ 
felves  with  blockading  Perpignan,  and  about  the 
middle  of  March  laid  fiege  to  Collioure.  In  a 
month’s  time  they  took  fword  in  hand  all  the  forts 
which  the  Governor  had  built  round  that  town,  and 
the  place  furrendered  on  the  tenth  of  April. 

After  the  taking  of  Collioure,  the  King  went  from 
Narbonne  and  invefted  Perpignan,  but  in  a  little 
time,  by  the  advice  of  his  phyficians,  returned  to 
Narbonne,  on  the  account  of  the  ill  ftate  of  his 
health.  He  brought  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  back 
with  him  into  Languedoc,  leaving  the  care  of  the 
fiege  to  the  Marfhals  de  Schomberg  *  and  de  la 
Meilleraye,  who  took  the  town  by  ftarving  it-. 
Salces  and  feveral  other  flrong  places  were  carried 
without  much  trouble  ;  and  the  conqueft  of  Rouffil¬ 
lon  coft  but  one  Angle  campaign.  During  the  fiege 

*  Charles  de  Schomberg,  Duke  d’AUuin,  iffue  of  the  antient  houfe  of 
Schomberg  in  Mifnia  in  Germany, 

of 
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of  Perpignan,  which  lafted  near  five  months,  theAn-l642- 
Duke  of  Bouillon  entered  into  a  new  engagement 
with  the  Spaniards.  The  death  of  the  Count  de 
Soifionshad  delivered  Cardinal  Richelieu  from  a  for* 
midable  enemy  :  the  other  Princes  and  Lords,  who 
had  impatiently  born  that  Minifter’s  authority,  were 
dead,  imprifonedorbanifhed.  But  the  moment  he 
flattered  himfelf  with  having  nothing  more  to  fear,  he 
law  himfelf  threatned  with  the  greateft  danger  he  had 
ever  encountred  :  what  neither  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  the  great  men  of  the  Kingdom,  the  forces  of 
Spain,  nor  the  armies  of  the  Empire  had  been  able 
to  effe<ft,  was  on  the  point  of  being  executed  by  the 
intrigues  of  young  Cinqmars,  Mafter  of  the  horfe 
and  the  King’s  favourite. 


Cinqmars  owed  his  fortune  to  Richelieu,  who  had 
brought  him  to  Court  :  proud  of  the  favour  he  was 
in,  he  refolved  to  fet  up  for  himfelf,  and  fhake  off 
his  dependence  on  his  benefabtor  :  and  the  Minifter 
perceived  his  defign.  Richelieu  was  zealous  in  the 
fervice  of  his  friends,  and  no  lefs  implacable  in  his 
hatred  of  thofe  who  proved  falfe  to  him :  animated 
with  a  juft  refentment,  he  did  all  in  his  power  to 
humble  Cinqmars,  and  blacken  him  in  the  King’s 
opinion.  The  Mafter  of  the  horfe  then  thought 
himfelf  difengaged  from  all  ties  of  gratitude  ;  and, 
forgetting,  that  ill  offices  ought  never  to  efface  the 
remembrance  of  eflential  favours,  he  on  his  part  la¬ 
boured  to  fet  the  King  againft  the  Cardinal.  He 
made  it  his  bufinefs  to  draw  off  his  mod  faithful 
creatures  from  his  intereft,  and  entered  into  a  clofe 
union  with  his  enemies,  by  the  afiiftance  of  the  Pre- 
fident  de  Thou,  who  had  all  the  capacity,  the  ta¬ 
lents,  and  the  reputation  neceffary  for  gaining 
thofe  in  whom  Cinqmars’s  youth  might  create  a  diffi¬ 
dence. 

The  Duke  of  Bouillon  was  one  of  thofe  who  were^gPjJ^ 
moft  warmly  follicited  :  de  Thou  employed  the  engages  in 

A  4  Cinqmats’s 
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An.  1642.  moft  infinuating  and  pathetic  difcourfes  on  this  oc- 

'✓YV  cafion,  remonftrating  to  him  that  he  owed  the  pre- 
fervation  of  Sedan  to  the  Mafter  of  the  horfe,  who 
had  prevented  the  fatal  effefts  of  the  Cardinal’s  re¬ 
venge.  Great  fouls  are  always  conftant  in  gratitude, 
and  fometimes  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  milled  by 
friendlhip.  The  Duke  of  Bouillon  could  not  refufe 
to  fee  Cinqmars  :  the  meeting  was  at  St.  Germain 
en  Laye,  fome  time  before  the  King’s  departure  for 
Perpignan.  Cinqmars  declared  his  difpofitions, 
and  laid  open  his  projects  to  the  Duke  ;  having  firft 
in  the  moft  lively  colours  reprefented  to  him  the 
danger  there  would  be  in  allowing  Cardinal  Riche¬ 
lieu  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  Regency,  if  the  King, 
whofe  health  declined  daily,  Ihould  die.  He  made 
him  fenfible,  that  then  he  would  have  every  thing 
to  fear  from  a  Minifter  who  had  always  fhewn  fo 
great  a  defire  of  diverting  him  of  his  Sovereignty  ; 
and  concluded  with  alluring  him,  that  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  had  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  party, 
and  deligned  to  ftrengthen  it  with  the  afliftance  of 
the  Spaniards.  The  Duke  of  Bouillon  replied,  that 
he  was  ready  to  enter  into  all  the  projects  neceflary 
for  hindring  the  Cardinal  from  tyrannizing  over  the 
Kingdom  after  the  King’s  death,  but  could  never 
approve  of  holding  any  correfpondence  with  the 
Spaniards ;  thatfte  had  lately  got  out  of  their  hands, 
and  would  never  come  into  them  again.  The  Duke 
of  Bouillon,  who  afterwards  faw  the  Duke  of  Orle¬ 
ans,  fpoke  in  the  fame  terms  to  him  that  he  had 
done  to  Cinqmars,  and  ftrongly  reprefented  to  him, 
that  a  Prince  of  his  merit,  and  fo  near  the  throne, 
ought,  in  cafe  of  the  King’s  death,  to  ground  his 
hopes  rather  on  the  fubjefts  of  the  kingdom,  than 
on 'foreigners  :  he  promifed  him,  however,  that  if 
the  Cardinal,  after  the  King’s  deceafe,  Ihould  fail 
in  the  refpetft  due  to  the  Royal  Family,  Sedan  Ihould 
be  a  retreat  for  the  Queen,  the  fons  of  France,  and 
2  his 
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his  Royal  Highnefs.  The  Queen  received  the  fame  An.  1 642: 
aflurances  from  him.  Thus  out  of  gratitude  to  Cinq- 
mars,  friendlhip  for  de  Thou,  and  a  juft  jealoufy 
of  the  Cardinal,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  fuffered  him- 
felf  to  be  drawn  into  this  confpiracy,  and  made  him- 
felf  fufpedled  of  having  had  a  fhare  in  the  treaty  with 
Spain,  though  he  had  always  advifed  againft  it,  and 
had  with  unlhaken  refolution  refilled  all  the  follicita- 
tions  employed  to  engage  him  in  that  affair. 

In  fpite  of  the  remonftrances  of  the  Duke  ofBou-  <?arton  an* 
lllon,  and  the  advice  of  the  Prefident  de  Thou,  the  treat*  with 
Duke  of  Orleans  and  the  Mailer  of  the  Horfe  treat- sPain* 
ed  with  Spain.  Fontrailles,  an  intimate  friend  of 
Cinqmars,  and  a  man  of  diftindlion,  good  under- 
ftanding  and  courage,  waschofen  for  that  negotiati¬ 
on.  He  went  to  Madrid,  concluded  a  treaty  with 
the  Duke  d’ Olivarez,  and  managed  the  affair  with 
fo  much  addrefs  and  fecrecy,  that  he  returned  to  Pa¬ 
ris,  without  any  one’s  knowing  of  his  abfence,  or 
having  the  leaft  fufpjcion  of  his  journey. 

Soon  after,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  was  named  Ge-  Jfhg0^,u,^ 
neral  of  the  army  in  Piedmont  •,  he  fet  out  for  Italy  commands 
about  the  fame  time  that  the  King  fet  out  for  Perpig- in  Ita1^ 
nan.  The  Minifter  was  refolved  not  to  quit  the 
King,  thinking  by  his  prefence  to  maintain  that  au¬ 
thority  which  the  favourite  was  every  day  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  leffen.  But  during  this  journey  Cinqmars  gain¬ 
ed  a  yet  greater  afcendant  over  the  mind  of  his  Mailer : 
his  credit  with  the  King  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  the  Cardinal,  alarmed  more  than  ever,  addref- 
fed  himfelf  to  Prince  Henry  Frederic,  the  Vifcount 
de  Turenne*s  uncle,  begging  he  would  write  to 
Louis  XIII,  in  his  favour  *,  but  the  Prince  of  O- 
range’s  Letter  had  very  little  effedl,  and  Cinqmars’s 
cabal  Hill  prevailed.  The  Cardinal,  arriving  at 
Narbonne,  fell  lick  there*  and  the  King  continued 
his  journey  towards  Perpignan.  Richelieu,  vio¬ 
lently  afflidted  with  ficknefs,  was  Hill  more  fo  with 
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An.  1642.  the  conftant  apprehenfion  he  had  that  Cinqmars 
would  take  advantage  of  his  abfence,  to  frnifh  his 
ruin  with  the  King.  In  this  uneafinefs  of  mind,  he 
made  himfelf  be  carried,  though  in  an  extremely 
weak  and  languifhing  condition,  from  Narbonne 
to  Tarafcon,  a  town  the  Governor  of  which  was 
devoted  to  him.  There,  devoured  by  anxieties, 
and  plunged  into  the  blackeft  melancholy,  he  lolt 
that  prefence  of  mind,  and  that  refolution  which  had 
always  fupported  him.  This  great  Minifter,  who 
*ad  obliged  the  Queen  to  retire  out  of  France,  hum¬ 
bled  the  grandees,  crufhed  herefy,  reduced  the 
power  of  Spain,  checked  the  conquefts  of  the  Em¬ 
peror,  and  engaged  the  attention  of  all  the  Princes 
of  Europe,  fell  into  the  condition  of  a  man  weak, 
helplefs  and  fearful,  who  has  no  expedient  left  to 
prevent  approaching  ruin,  nor  courage  to  look  it  in 
the  face. 

Richdku  He  was  finking  under  his  weaknefs,  when  an  un- 
difcovers  the  foreleen  accident  fuddenly  railed  him  again  :  in  this 
Spain! wuh  crkical  moment  he  difcovered  the  fecret  treaty  made 
with  Spain.  It  was  never  well  known,  who  did  the 
Minifter  this  important  fervke,  but  it  is  certain  that  he 
received  a  copy  of  that  treaty  when  he  had  not  the  leaf! 
thought  of  it.  He  read  it  with  tranfport,  and  found  in 
it  the  following  articles :  *  That,  in  order  to  put  an 
end  to  a  longand bloody  war,  equally  fatal  to  France, 
Spain,  the  Empire  and  all  Chriftendom,  and  to  o- 
blige  the  moft  Chriftian  King  to  make  a  peace,  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  two  Crowns,  his  Catholic  Maje- 
fty  fhould  furnifh  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  and  two  of  his  friends,  with  12,000  foot 
and  £000  horfe  :  that  as  foon  as  his  Royal  Highnefs 
fhould  be  retired  into  a  fortified  place,  on  which  he 
had  fixed  by  agreement  with  his  two  friends,  his 
Catholic  Majefty  fhould  furnifh  him  with  400,000 
crowns  to  make  all  the  preparations  for  the  war,  and 

*s  See  Victoria  Siti’s  Memoirs  of  this  vear> 
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1 00,000  florins  monthly  for  maintaining  the  necef- An.  1642. 
fary  troops  :  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  com- 
mand  that  army  ;  and  his  two  friends  be  named  Ma  ¬ 
jor  Generals  by  the  Emperor,  with  a  penfion  of 
8000  florins  a  month  :  that  the  Imperial  army  in 
Flanders,  and  that  of  the  Spaniards  commanded  by 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  fhould  join  for  the  mutual  af- 
fiftance  of  each  other  :  that  the  King  of  Spain  and, 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  fhould  neither  of  them  make 
peace  with  France  without  the  conlent  of  the  other  •, 
and  laftly,  that  the  place  of  retreat  and  the  two  Lords 
fhould  be  named  after  the  ratification  of  the  above 
articles.  At  the  end  of  this  treaty  was  found  a  pofL 
fcript,  in  which  it  was  declared  that  the  place  intend¬ 
ed  was  Sedan;  and  that  the  two  perfons  united 
with  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  were  the  Duke  of  Bou¬ 
illon,  and  the  M  a  step,  of  the  horse. 

As  foon  as  the  Cardinal  had  made  this  important  cinqmars 
difcovery,  he  difpatched  Chavigni,  Secretary 
State,  to  the  King,  to  deliver  him  a  copy  of  the  to  inifon, 
treaty,  fhew  him  all  the  fatal  confequsnces  of  this 
dangerous  confpiracy,  and  exaggerate  the  bafenefs 
of  Cinqmar’s  ingratitude.  The  King  having  fallen 
fick  before  Perpignan,  had  ordered  himfelf  to  be 
carried  to  Narbonne,  and  was  beginning  to  recover 
his  flrength,  when  Chavigni  arrived.  This  con¬ 
fpiracy  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  the  mind  of 
Louis  XIII.  that  he  immediately  changed  his  af¬ 
fection  for  Cinqmars  into  hatred,  and  his  averfion 
for  the  Cardinal  into  kindnefs,  being  deeply  fenflble 
of  the  perfidioufnefs  of  the  former,  and  the  need  he 
had  of  the  latter.  The  King  gave  orders  for  feizing 

Cinqmars,  and  at  the  fame  time  de  Thou,  whom 
his  intimate  union  with  the  Mafter  of  the  Horfe  ren¬ 
dered  fufpeCted.  He  ordered  them  to  be  conduct¬ 
ed  to  the  caftle  of  Pierre- encife,  and  notwithftanding 
his  weaknefs,  was  himfelf  removed  to  Tarafcon. 

The  D*ke  of  Orleans  having  heard  this  news,  to  a- 
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void  expofing  himfelf  to  the  King’s  refentment  and 
the  Minifter’s  revenge,  revealed  the  whole  fecret :  he 
excufed  his  not  being  able  to  produce  the  original  of 
the  treaty,  becaufe  he  had  burnt  it ;  but  delivered  a 
copy  of  it  figned  with  his  own  hand,  and  counter- 
figned  by  thefecretary  of  his  difpatches.  The  Car¬ 
dinal,  furnifhed  with  a  piece  fo  decifive  for  the  total 
ruin  of  his  enemies,  gave  directions  for  proceeding 
againft  them. 

The  moment  Cinqmars  was  arrefted,  and  before 
the  matter  made  any  noife,  the  Court  had  fent  orders 
into  Piedmont  to  fecure  the  perfon  of  the  Duke  of 
Bouillon.  Thofe  who  received  thefe  orders,  durft 
not  fignify  their  commiflion  to  him  at  the  head  of  an 
army  where  he  was  much  beloved,  but  deferred  the 
execution  of  it  till  the  next  Day,  when  he  was  to  go 
to  Cafal.  He  was  there  arrefted,  and  from  thence 
carried  to  Pierre-encife.  The  very  day  he  arrived 
at  Pierre-encife,  his  friends  privately  conveyed  a 
letter  to  him,  informing  him  of  all  that  had  hap¬ 
pened.  He  was  moved  with  extreme  indignation, 
to  find  that  not  only  Fontrailles  had  promifed  the 
King  of  Spain,  on  the  part  of  Gafton,  that  the  Duke 
of  Bouillon  fhould  enter  into  the  treaty,  and  let  them 
have  Sedan  for  a  place  of  fafety ;  but  that  without 
his  knowledge,  they  had  obtained  a  penfion  for  him 
from  Philip  IV.  Fontrailles,  to  juftify  himfelf  as  to 
this  fraud,  had  afterwards  the  aflurance  to  infill  upon 
it,  that  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  had  been  the  firft  pro¬ 
jector  of  the  treaty  with  Spain  :  but  the  proceedings 
againft  the  Duke,  in  which  we  find  him  perfectly 
cleared  from  that  accufation,  as  alfo  the  letters  he 
wrote  to  the  Queen  and  to  Gafton  after  the  death  of 
the  King  and  the  Cardinal,  fully  demonftrate  the 
contrary  *. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Chancellor  Seguier  prepa¬ 
red  with  all  diligence  for  the  profecution  of  the  pri- 
foners.  Cinqmars  and  de  Thou  were  condemned  to 
*  tlt?Y9uvhws  at  ths  suri  Ni  «•  k)fe 
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k)fe  their  heads,  the  one  as  the  author  of  the  treaty  An.  164?. 
with  Spain,  the  other  for  haying  been  privy  to  it 
and  not  having  revealed  it ;  they  died  with  great  in¬ 
trepidity  andfentiments  of  real  piety. 

The  Duke  of  Bouillon  remained  in  great  tranquil- Tbe  Duke. 
lity  of  mind,  through  a  falfe  perfuafion  that  he  had «ka°fedlon '* 
done  nothing  but  what  became  a  man  of  honour  •, from  Frifon* 
that  it  would  have  been  inconfiftent  with  that  cha¬ 
racter  to  have  difcovered  the  fecret  ofhis  friends  •,  and 
that  the  not  having  figned  any  thing  relating  to  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  or  impowered  any  other  to  treat 
for  him  was  fufficient  to  acquit  him  of  all  guilt :  but 
when  he  learnt  that  the  Prefident  de  Thou  was  con¬ 
demned,  and  that  the  laws  are  not  lefs  fevere  againft 
mifprifion  of  treafon  than  againft  treafon  itfelf,  he 
no  longer  doubted  ofhis  ruin,  and  thought  only  of 
dying  with  the  fame  heroic  fentiments  he  load  fhewn 
during  his  life.  The  proceedings  againft  him  how¬ 
ever  came  to  nothing :  the  prefling  inftances  of  his 
uncles  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  Landgrave  of 
Heflfe  in  his  favour,  joined  to  thofe  of  the  Vifcount 
de  Turenne,  with  whofe  merit  the  Cardinal  was 
thoroughly  acquainted,  foftened  the  Minifter  :  but 
that  which  molt  efficacioufly  contributed  to  the  fa- 
vingofthis  illuftrious  criminal,  was  the  refolute  con- 
dud  of  the  Duchefs  of  Bouillon,  who  threatned  to 
deliver  up  Sedan  to  the  Spaniards,  in  cafe  her  huf- 
band  was  put  to  death.  As  the  Cardinal  had  not  fo 
much  a  defign  againft  the  perfon  of  the  Duke  of 
Bouillon,  as  upon  his  fovereignty,  he  foon  came  to 
an  accommodation  with  him,  by  which  it  was  a- 
greed,  that  the  King’s  troops  fhould  be  admitted  in¬ 
to  Sedan,  that  his  Majefty  fhould  give  in  exchange 
for  that  city  feveral  confiderable  eftates  in  France, 
and  while  things  were  preparing  for  the  execution 
of  this  exchange,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  fhould  be  re¬ 
leafed  from  prifen  and  retire  to  Turenne.  The  death  • 

The  acquifltion  of  Sedan,  which  has  ever  fince  ofLouu  ^ 

F  3  remained 
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An.  1643  .  remained  united  to  the  Crown,  was  one  of  the  laft 
advantages  Cardinal  Richelieu  procured  to  France  : 
this  great  Minifter  died  after  an  eighteen  years  ad¬ 
min  iftration,  in  which  he  was  lefs  loved  than  feared, 
but  admired  by  all,  even  by  thofe  who  had  reafon 
to  hate  him.  Before  his  death  he  had  chofen  Cardi¬ 
nal  Mazarin  to  fucceed  him  in  the  Miniftry  ;  and 
Jin.  j  643.  his  choice  was  approved.  The  King  died  five 
May  14.  months  after  Richelieu,  leaving  Queen  Anne  of 
Auftria  his  wife.  Regent  of  the  Kingdom  during 
the  minority  of  Louis  XIV.  who  was  then  but  four 
years  and  a  half  old. 

The  wf-  The  Queen  in  the  very  beginning  of  her  admini- 
countde.  ru- ftranon,  gave  the  Vifcount  de  Turrene  a  proof  of 
into  itafy.  the  higheft  efteem.  The  face  of  affairs  in  Italy  was 
intirely  changed  :  the  Spaniards  having  been  obli¬ 
ged  to  carry  the  principal  part  of  their  forces  on  the 
fide  of  Catalonia,  and  being  no  longer  able  to  fuc- 
cour  Prince  Thomas  as  formerly,  had  bent  their 
thoughts  wholly  to  fecure  to  themfelves  the  places 
conquered  in  Piedmont,  by  garifoning  them  with 
their  own  troops,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties. 
Prince  Thomas  feeing  himfelf  thus  abandoned,  and 
expofed  every  day  to  fuffer  new  infults,  had  lent  an 
ear  to  the  remonftrances  of  his  fifter  in  law  i  and  o- 
penly  breaking  with  Spain,  had  come  to  an  accom¬ 
modation  v/ith  France.  The  Queen  Regent  foon 
fent  him  letters  patent  conftituting  him  General 
of  TnHE  Kinc^s  armies  in  Italy  :  but  as  no  great 
ftrefs  cotdd-yft  be  laid  upon  his  attachment,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  have  near  him  a  man  that  could 
be  depended  upon  :  and  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
was  the  perfon  chofen  for  this  poll  of  confidence. 
Prince  Thomas  was  much  taken  with  the  converfa- 
tion  of  the  young  Vifcount,  and  being  fenfible  of  his 
luperiority  in  the  art  of  war,  left  the  conduft  of  the 
army  entirely  to  him  :  this  he  did  the  rather,  as  his 
own  bad  ftate  of  health,  put  him  out  of  a  condition 
€>f  a  fling.  Turenne 
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Turenne  dilcharged  all  the  fun&ions  of  a  Ge-  An.  1643. 
neral  with  as  much  glory  as  modefty.  To  oblige  ^*^7^ 
the  Spaniards  to  quit  Piedmont,  he  made  a  feint  as  count  beiges 
if  he  would  carry  the  war  into  the  Milanefe  and^j^^?3* 
marched  immediately  to  Alexandria.  He  inverted  and  is  made 
this  place,  but  yet  fo,  as  that  the  enemy  might 
throw  fuccours  into  it,  by  the  large  intervals  he  left 
on  purpofe  between  the  feveral  quarters  of  his  army. 

The  Spaniards  fell  into  the  fnare,  and  drew  out  al- 
moft  half  the  garrifon  of  Trin,  a  city  of  Pied¬ 
mont,  to  throw  it  into  Alexandria,  a  city  of  the 
Milanefe :  then  the  Vifcount,  who  had  pretend¬ 
ed  a  defign  upon  Alexandria  only  to  make  the 
enemy  ungarrifon  Trin,  went  and  befieged  this  lat¬ 
ter  place  in  form.  The  out- works  were  quickly  car¬ 
ried  :  the  Spaniards  came  and  viewed  the  French 
quarters,  in  order,  if  poflible,  to  throw  back  again 
into  the  town  the  troops  they  had  drawn  from  it  •, 
finding  that  impracticable,  they  tried  the  Vifcount’s 
own  ftratagem,  feigned  a  defign  upon  Afti,  and 
inverted  it,  but  to  no  purpofe  :  as  the  Vifcount  had 
ftored  it  with  every  thing  neceffary  for  fuftaining  a 
liege,  he  continued  that  of  Trin,  and  took  it  in  fix 
weeks.  While  he  was  preparing  to  reconquer,  in  like 
manner,  all  the  towns  of  Piedmont  that  were  pof- 
feffed  by  the  Spaniards,  the  Queen  fent  him  a  Mar- 
fhal  of  France’s  ftaff.  He  was  then  but  thirty  two 
years  of  age.  SePt.  u- 

Such  was  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne’s  apprenticefhip  The  charae- 
to  the  profefiionof  arms,  during  the  fpace  of  feventeen^vTfcou/t 
whole  years  that  he  ferved  under  different  Generals  0f  his  four 
before  he  commanded  in  chief.  For  twelve  months  maftw*’ 
he  carried  a  mulket  as  a  volunteer,  was  four  years 
a  Captain,  four  years  a  Colonel,  *  three  years  a 
Major  General,  and  five  years  a  Lieutenant  General. 

*  The  regiment  of  Turenne  was  always  kept  on  foot,  became  ifehool  for 
foldiers,  and  produced  feveral  Lieutenant  Generals,  Marflials  of  France,  and 
Orhteis  of  the  greateft  ability  and  diftindtton, 

F  4  Nothing 
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An.  1643.  Nothing  does  him  more  honour,  than  the  acknow- 
ledgments  he  made  of  what  he  thought  he  owed  to 
each  of  his  mafters.  He  ufed  to  fay,  44  that  he 
44  learnt  from  his  uncle  Henry  Prince  of  Orange, 
‘‘  how  to  choofe  a  camp  to  advantage  *,  to  attack  a 
“  town  regularly  •,  remotely  to  form  a  projedt,  re- 
44  volve  it  a  long  time  in  his  thoughts,  and  let  nothing 
of  it  appear  till  the  very  moment  of  execution  ; 
44  to  avoid  oftentation,  fill  his  mind  with  elevated 
*4  fentiments,  and  have  a  more  ardent  zeal  for  the 
*4  interefts  of  his  country  than  for  his  own  glory.” 
Speaking  of  the  Duke  ofWeymar,  he  was  wont  to 
fay,  44  That  he  was  a  General  who  with  nothing  did 
44  every  thing ,  yet  was  never  vain  of  his  fuccefs ; 
44  that  when  he  had  fallen  into  a  misfortune,  he  did 
44  not  lofe  time  in  complaining,  but  wholly  ap- 
44  plied  his  thoughts  how  to  get  out  of  it ;  that  he 
44  chofe  rather  to  be  unjuftly  blamed  than  to  excufe 
44  himfelf  at  the  expence  of  his  friends  who  had  not 
f 1 4  performed  well  in  the  adtion  •,  that  he  was  more 
*4  intent  upon  repairing  his  faults  than  making 
44  ufelefs  apologies  ;  and  laftly,  that  he  was  much 
44  fonder  of  being  loved  than  feared  by  the  fol- 
44  diers.”  He  had  obferved  under  Cardinal  de 
la  Valette,  “  That  a  General  who  would  be  agree- 
<{  able  to  his  army,  muft,  upon  going  into  the 
field,  renounce  the  falfe  delicacies  of  a  court 
54  life,  gallantry,  the  amufements  of  wit  and  ima- 
*4  gination,  and  live  with  the  officers  after  their  fa- 
44  fhion,  without  ceremony  and  without  affedlation.’3 
By  feeing  the  condudt  of  the  Count  d’Harcourt  he 
was  confirmed  in  Caefar’s  grand  maxim,  44  That 
44  of  all  the  military  virtues  diligence  and  expedition 
44  are  the  molt  efiential,  and  that  they  feldom  fail 
5  4  to  carry  fuccefs  along  with  them,  when  they  are 
44  accompanied  with  prudence  and  circumfpedtion. 

The  End  of  the  First  Book, 
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BOOK  the  SECOND. 


AFTER  the  death  of  Louis  XIII.  the  Duke  An.  1644.; 
of  Bouillon  had  left  Turenne  and  gone  to  The  Duke 
court,  where  he  was  io  favourably  received  returns  to  the 
by  the  Queen,  that  it  was  concluded  he 
would  fill  the  firft  pofts  in  the  ftate  *,  neverthelefs  l^Franc:. 
he  afterwards  found,  not  only  the  Queen,  but  even 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  to  whofe  intereft  he  had  fa- 
crificed  himfelf,  grow  more  and  more  cool  towards 
him.  Cardinal  Mazarin,  jealous  of  his  abilities, 
endeavoured  to  tire  him  out  with  the  difficulties  he 
ftarted  concerning  the  exchange  of  Sedan,  and  the 
prefervation  of  his  rank.  The  Duke  could  not 
conceal  his  refentments  fo  that  Mazarin  fearing  left 
he  fhould  feek  revenge,  propofed,  in  open  council, 
to  feize  his  perfon  j  but  the  Duke  having  notice 
of  the  Minifter’s  defign,  returned  in  hafte  to  Tu¬ 
renne,  and  refolved  to  leave  the  Kingdom  without 
delay.  Whilft  he  was  confidering  into  what  coun¬ 
try  he  fhould  retire,  to  fereen  himfelf  from  the  ill 
treatment  of  Mazarin,  Pope  Urban  VIII.  offered 
him,  by  an  Italian  Prelate,  the  poft  of  Generaliffimo 
of  the  troops  of  the  Church,  in  the  war  called  Bar- 

berine  : 
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An.  i644.berine  *  :  he  accepted  the  offer,  and  went  to  Rome  ; 
and  the  jealoufy  and  injuftice  of  the  Cardinal  fol¬ 
lowed  him  thither.  The  Ambafiador  of  France, 
who  had  fent  word  to  Paris,  that  the  Duke  of  Bou¬ 
illon  was  going  to  be  treated  as  a  Sovereign  Prince 
in  the  public  ceremonies  at  Rome,  received  orders 
to  oppofe  it,  under  pretence  that  the  Duke  had  been 
deprived  of  his  fovereignty  during  his  imprifon- 
ment  at  Pierre-encifc.  The  Duke  reprefented  to  the 
Pope,  that  he  ftill  enjoyed  the  fame  rights  as  before, 
with  the  King’s  content ;  and  that  his  Majefty  held 
Sedan  by  the  fame  title  that  he  held  Cafal,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  which  was  ftill  in  the  Duke  of  Mantua : 
Cardinal  Barbarini  anfwered,  “  That  the  Court 
“  of  Rome,  always  circumfpedt  in  its  proceedings, 
c‘  was  accuftomed,  before  it  allowed  the  titles 
“  claimed  by  foreign  Princes,  to  examine  whe- 
“  ther  they  were  due  to  them  or  not:”  And  he 
therefore  defired  the  Duke  to  confent,  that  an  enquiry 
fhould  be  made  into  the  rights  of  his  family.  The 
commiffioners  appointed  to  examine  the  archives  of 
the  Vatican,  after  a  long  fearch,  produced  feveral 
authentic  records,  by  which  it  -f*  appeared,  that  thb 
Moft  Chriftian  King,  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and 
the  Emperor  had  treated  the  Princes  of  Sedan  as  Sove¬ 
reign  Princes.  The  Duke,  upon  this  report,  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  fuch  ;  the  honours  due  to  that  rank 
were  paid  him  in  the  public  ceremonies,  as  well  as  in 
private  ;  and  the  Pope  even  gave  him  the  arm-chair. 

The  v;r-  The  fplendor  with  which  the  Duke  of  Bouillon 
reappeared  at  Rome,  made  Cardinal  Mazarin,  who 

renne  goes  to  *  r 

command  in  *  The  Cardinals  Anthony  and  Francis  B.irberini,  nephews  of  Pope  Ur- 

Gerauny.  ban  VIII.  propofed  to  the  Duke  Df  - Parma,  to  fell  them  fome  of  the 
lands  of  Cailro,  which  were  near  theirs  :  this  offer  was  rejefted,  and 
the  Btrbertni  ptefTed  their  uncle  to  revenge  it,  by  revoking  certain  rights 
which  the  Popes  had  -granted  to  the  Fnrnefes.  The  Duke  enraged  at  this,  took 
tip  arms,  declared  w2r  againft  the  Holy  See,  and  entered  into  a  league  with 
the  Venetians,  and  the  Dukes  of  Modena  and  Tufcany,  againft  the  Ecclefu- 
fticai  State.  Cardinal  Anthony  railed  troops,  and  the  Pope  deiired  the  Duke 
if'Bouillon  to  be  their  Captain-Genera). 

f  See  the  memoirs  of  CiUttibur, \as  cited. by  M  Baltsfe. 


was 
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was  not  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  Vif- An.  1644.' 
count  de  Turenne,  apprehenfive  that  it  might 
dangerous  to  leave  this  General  longer  in  Italy,  fo 
near  a  brother  who  was  diffatisfied  and  provoked  j 
and  he  fent  him  to  gather  up  the  remains  of  the 
Weymarian  army  in  Germany.  The  Marfhal  de 
Gu6briant,  who  was  lately  f  dead  of  a  wound  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  fiege  of  ||  Rotweil,  had  been  General  of 
that  army  for  four  years ;  and  the  Count  de  Rant- 
zau,  his  fucceffor,  had  brought  it  near  Dutlingen, 
a  city  of  Suabia  on  the  Danube,  where  Count* 

Merci,  the  General  of  the  Bavarian  troops,  furprized 
him,  beat  him,  and  made  him  prifoner,  with  moft 
of  the  General  Officers,  and  almoft  all  his  troops, 
except  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  horfe,  which 
efcaped  to  this  fide  of  the  Rhine.  With  thefe  re¬ 
mains  of  the  Rout,  the  banks  of  that  river  were  to 
be  defended  againft  the  armies  of  the  Emperor  and 
the  Dukes  of  Bavaria  and  Lorrain,  who  had  united 
in  hopes  of  making  their  advantage  of  the  defeat 
of  the  French  •,  and  to  add  to  thefe  misfortunes, 
Torftenfon,  whom  Queen  Chriftina  had  fent  to  com¬ 
mand  the  Swedes  in  Germany,  after  the  death  of 
General  Banier,  was  gone  into  Holftein,  without 
giving  any  notice  of  his  departure.  Such  was  the 
melancholy  flate  of  affairs  in  Germany,  when  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne  had  orders  to  repair  thither. 

The  Cardinal  forced  him  to  leave  the  triumphant 
army  in  Italy,  to  go  and  colled  troops  which  were 
defeated,  difperfed,  and  without  either  leader,  arms, 
or  money.  The  Vifcount  was  by  this  fully  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  ill  difpofitions  of  the  Minifter  towards 
him  and  his  houfe  :  yet  far  from  fhewir.g  any  re- 
fentment  he  feemed  content,  and  confidered  his  new 
employment  as  an  opportunity  of  increafing  his 

4"  He  died  the  24th  of  November  164’;. 

i|  An  Imperial  city  at  the  fource  of  the  Neclear. 

*  Francis  de  Merci,  a  Gentleman  of  Lorrain,  and  native  of  Longuy  in  the 
Barrel;. 
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An.  1644- glory,  by  furmounting  the  difficulties  he  fhould 
000^  meet  with  in  the  difcharge  of  it.  He  fet  out  for 
Alface,  and  arrived  at  Colmar  in  December  1643. 
As  the  enemy  had  left  the  field,  he  made  it  his  firft 
concern  to  provide  good  quarters  for  his  troops  :  he 
drew  them  out  of  Alface,  which  was  ruined,  and 
marched  them  into  the  mountains  of  Lo train,  there 
to  fpend  the  winter.  This  army  was  in  a  general 
want  of  every  thing  •,  in  order  to  fupply  their  wants 
the  more  fpeedily,  Turenne,  before  the  Court  fent 
him  any  remittance,  borrowed  confiderable  fums 
upon  his  own  credit,  and  whilft  moft  of  the  great 
men  in  the  kingdom  were  felling  the  fmalleft  fervices 
they  did  the  crown,  at  a  very  high  price,  he  re¬ 
mounted  5000  Troopers,  and  cloathed  4000  foot, 
which  made  the  whole  of  the  King’s  army,  at  his 
own  expence.  It  was  fcarce  poffible  to  undertake 
any  thing  of  importance  with  fo  fmall  a  number  ; 
neverthelefs  the  Vifcount,  as  foon  as  the  fpring  be¬ 
gan,  formed  a  defign  of  furprizing  General  Merci’s 
brother:  knowing  that  he  was  polled  with  2000 
horfe  beyond  the  Black  Foreft  in  Hutingen,  near 
the  fprings  of  the  Danube,  he  advanced  towards 
the  Rhine,  and  pafied  it  at  Brifac. 

His  genero-  D'Erclac,  the  Governor  of  that  place,  had  aban- 
kcGomnor^°ned  k  at  ^e  Vifcount’s  approach,  and  informed 
of  Brine,  him  by  letter,  that  the  reafon  of  his  leaving  the  city, 
which  he  delivered  into  his  hands,  was  a  perfuafion 
that  the  Court  fufpedted  his  fidelity.  The  Vifcount, 
who  knew  the  merit  of  this  Officer,  far  from  taking 
advantage  of  his  weaknefs,  and  feizing  his  Govern¬ 
ment,  fent  Tracy,  one  of  their  common  friends,  to 
him,  to  defire  himto return  immediately  and  reafiume 
his  employment.  When  Turenne  had  reinftated  d’Er- 
lac,  and  removed  his  apprehenfions,  he  continued  his 
march  towards  the  head  of  the  Danube,  and  caufed 
Gafpar  Baron  de  Merci  to  be  attacked  by  four  or  five 
regiments,  who  defeated  his  cavalry,  and  took  three  or 

four 
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four  hundred  foldiers  prifoners,  with  many  Officers :  An.  16*4^ 
the  reft  efcaped  to  the  Bavarian  army  commanded 
by  Count  Merci,  the  Baron’s  brother. 

luthe  mean  time,  the  feveral  powers  of  Europe  were  Preparations 
mediating  a  general  peace..  It  was  now  near  five^h^°**' 
and  twenty  years  that  the  fatal  religious  war,  kindled  Munfter. 
by  the  troubles  in  Bohemia,  had  continued  in  the 
Elnpire,  and  had  fucceffively  put  all  the  States  of 
Chriftendom  into  a  flame  :  it  had  been  attended 
with  fuch  various  fuccefs,  that  both  parties  were  at 
length  grown  weary  of  it  •,  all  the  Princes  and  States 
of  the  Empire  had,  for  three  years  paft,  unanimoufly 
cried  out  for  peace.  The  Eledlors  of  Saxony  and 
Brandenburgh,  who  were  the  molt  ardent  for  it,  had 
prevailed  on  the  Kings  of  England  and  Denmark 
to  offer  their  mediation  to  the  Proteftant  Princes ; 
and  Pope  Urban  VIII.  had  offered  his  to  the  Ca¬ 
tholic.  The  Emperor  had  come  to  Ratisbon,  and 
there  called  a  Diet  of  the  Empire,  to  deliberate  on 
the  molt  proper  means  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

Long  difputes  had  arifen  about  the  place  for  hold¬ 
ing  the  congrefs ;  and  at  length  it  had  been  agreed, 
by  a  treaty  figned  at  Hamburgh  in  1641,  that  the 
negotiations  fhould  be  carried  on  both  at  Munfter 
and  at  Ofnabrug  in  Weftphalia  •,  that  France  fhould 
treat  at  Munfter,  and  Sweden  at  Ofnabrug  *,  that 
each  of  thefe  two  Crowns  fhould  have  a  Refldent  in 
the  city  where  the  other  fhould  have  its  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries,  in  order  mutually  to  communicate  their  re- 
folutions  to  each  other  ;  and  laftly,  that  the  two 
treaties  being  confldered  only  as  one,  neither  of 
the  two  Crowns  fhould  make  peace  till  the  other 
was  fatisfied.  From  that  time  all  Europe  conceived 
hopes  of  an  approaching  peace  *,  and  the  congrefs  was 
to  have  been  opened  in  March  1642.  But  Cardi¬ 
nal  Richelieu,  not  thinking  that  France  could  yet 
gain  advantages  enough  by  a  peace,  had  affe&edly 
retarded  it,  by  carrying  his  M after’s  pretenfions  too 
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An.  1644.  high,  the  hoftilites  continued,  the  French  and  Swedes 
united,  and  the  peace  was  poftponed.  Upon  the 
death  of  Richelieu,  the  conferences  were  renewed, 
and  the  defeat  of  the  French  army  in  Germany,  after 
the  death  of  Marfhal  de  Guebriant,  determined  Car¬ 
dinal  Mazarin  to  fend  Plenipotentiaries  to  Munfter. 
The  perfons  chofen  for  this  employment  were  two 
of  the  ableft  men  in  France  for  negotiations,  the 
Counts  d’Avaux  and  Servien,  whofe  characters  were 
very  oppofite  ;  thefe  Minifters  difputing  about  pre¬ 
cedence,  the  Duke  de  Longueville  was  fent  to 
remove  all  caufes  of  diflention  between  them  *,  and 
to  give  a  greater  weight  to  the  embaffy,  by  placing  a 
Prince  at  the  head  of  it.  There  had  not  been  any 
negotiation  for  feveral  ages,  in  which  fo  many  Mo- 
narchs,  Princes  and  Sovereign  States  were  interefted, 
and  fo  many  able  politicians  employed.  The  con- 
grefs  was  at  length  opened  about  the  end  of  April 
in  this  year. 

Thevifcount  *  jn  May  the  Bavarian  army,  after  it  had  been 
reikve^ri-  refrefhed  by  good  quarters,  and  augmented  to  the 
bouri*  number  of  8000  foot  and  7000  horfe,  befieged  Fri¬ 
bourg,  which  is  five  leagues  from  Brifac.  The 
Vifcount  de  Turenne  marched  in  all  hafte  to  relieve 
it  with  his  army,  which  was  only  10000  men,  and 
came  up  with  the  enemy  in  a  plain  near  it.  General 
Merci  did  not  expeCt  this  fudden  march,  and  had 
only  had  time  to  open  the  trenches,  and  not  enough 
to  feize  the  advantageous  pofts  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  The  Vifcount  perceived  this  defeCt,  and 
flattered  himfelf  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  gain  fome 
advantages  by  it,  notwithftanding  the  inequality  of 
his  forces.  Obferving  that  the  Bavarians  had  not: 
taken  pofieffion  ©f  a  mountain  called  the  Black 
Mountain,  which  commanded  the  plain  >  he  or- 

*  I  here  blend  M.  de  Tureme’s  account  with  the  narrative  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  Fribourg,  by  the  Manjuis  d?  Ja  Mouth  ye,  as  retouched  by  la 
Chapelle. 
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tiered  a  battalion  of  two  regiments,  which  made  An.  1644^ 
1500  men,  to  march  thither,  and  advanced  with  theV^'YN^ 
reft  of  his  infantry  to  fupport  them.  Upon  this  mo¬ 
tion  the  enemy  detached  twenty  men,  who  climbed 
up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  on  the  oppofite  fide  ; 
and  upon  their  firft  fire,  the  French,  believing  that 
all  the  enemies  infantry  were  there,  inftead  of  mount¬ 
ing  up,  marched  along  the  fide  of  it :  upon  the  fe- 
cond  fire  they  gave  way,  and  ran  down  with  pre¬ 
cipitation  ;  this  diforder  gave  Merci  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  feize  the  mountain,  and  Turenne  encamp¬ 
ed  on  a  little  eminence,  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  who 
continued  the  fiege.  After  fome  fkirmifhes,  and  an 
engagement  between  the  cavalry,  wherein  feven  or 
eight  hundred  Bavarian  horfe  were  defeated,  upon 
advice  that  the  city  was  capitulating,  he  refolved  to 
run  no  more  hazards  to  relieve  it,  and  retired  a 
league  and  an  half  from  Fribourg.  July 

The  Court  being  informed  that  the  King’s  army  The  Duke 
was  too  weak  to  attack  the  Imperialifts,  ordered ^ 
Louis  dc  Bourbon  Duke  d’Enguien  to  join  the  Vif-  count  deTu* 
count  de  Turenne.  The  Duke  had  already  mader^"^“*r 
himfelf  known :  Rocroi  had  feen  him,  at  twenty 
two  years  of  age,  put  a  ftop  to  the  rapid  march  of 
the  Spaniards,  till  then  victorious,  and  cut  in  pieces 
their  formidable  infantry.  By  this  glorious  aCtion 
he  had  merited,  yet  more  than  by  his  birth,  to 
command  in  chief  the  French  troops  ordered  into 
Germany  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  Count  Merci. 

The  Bavarian  General,  befides  other  great  talents, 
had,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  arts  of  fecuring  him¬ 
felf  againft  furprize,  of  penetrating  into  the  defigns 
of  the  enemy,  and  of  making  up  for  the  want  of 
numbers  by  encamping  to  advantage.  To  cope 
with  fuch  an  enemy  required  Enguien  or  Turenne  : 
the  Prince  and  the  Vifcount  were  of  different  cha¬ 
racters,  but  being  both  animated  by  the  fame  zeal 
for  the  publick  good,  they  always  united  in  the 
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An.  1644.  fame  fchemes,  and  nothing  could  diflurb  the  har- 
^A\!  mony  between  them. 

jhe  Duke  The  Duke  d’Enguien  was  at  Amblemont,  near 
arrivLTuhe  Mouzon,  when  he  received  orders  to  fet  out  for 
Viicount’s  Germany  •,  in  13  days  march  he  came  near  Briiac, 
holds  a  coun-  with  10000  men  ;  and  leaving  to  *  Marfm  the  care 
Sere  war  PaffinS  t^ie  ^ine  with  them,  he  and  the  Marlhal 
de  Gramont  advanced  to  the  Vifcount’s  camp,  where 
he  held  a  council  of  war,  as  foon  as  he  arrived.  Tu- 
renne,  who  perfectly  well  underftood  the  ftate  of 
-  the  Bavarians,  was  for  marching  the  army  by  Lan- 
gendentzling  and  the  valley  of  Bloterthal,  to  the 
valley  of  St.  Pierre,  in  order  to  intercept  the  enemies 
provifions,,  which  could  come  only  from  Villingen, 

.  two  leagues  from  the  head  of  the  Danube,  beyond 
die  mountains  of  the  Black  Foreft  ;  adding,  that  it 
was  as  eafy  to  ftarve  them,  as  it  would  be  dange¬ 
rous  to  attack  them  in  a  camp  fortified  by  all  the 
advantages  of  fituation,  and  defended  by  veteran 
troops,  commanded  by  the  greateft  General  in  Ger¬ 
many.  D’Erlac  and  the  Marlhal  de  Gramont  were 
of  the  fame  opinion :  the  Duke  d’Enguien  alone 
was  abfolutely  for  attacking  the  enemy  in  their  en¬ 
trenchments  :  he  went  himfelf  to  reconnoitre  the  Ba¬ 
varian  camp,  and  neighbouring  places,  with  the 
Yifcount,  who  Ihewed  him  a  narrow  pafs,  where 
a  part  of  the  army  might  take  the  enemy  in  the  left 
flank,  while  the  reft  attacked  them  in  front,  and  in 
the  right  flank. 

Th«  num-  The  King’s  troops,  of  which  the  Duke  d’Enguien 
King’s the  was  Generalilfimo,  were  divided  into  two  Bodies  j 
troops,  and  one,  called  the  army  of  France,  confifted  of  6000 
Bata”  f°ot  and  4000  horfe,  commanded  by  the  Marlhal 
mn  camp,  de  Gramont  j  the  other,  called  theWeymarian  army, 
confifting  of  5000  foot  and  5000  horfe,  under  the 
Yifcount  de  Turenne.  The  Bavarian  army  amounted 


*  John-Gafpard-Ferdinand,  a  Lord  of  Liege,  afterwards  a  Count  of  the 
Empire,  and  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Carter  ip  England, 
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to  above  15000  men,  but  it  wasincamped  in  a  place  An.  1644; 
almoft  inacceffible,  at  a  little  diftance  from  Fri-'*^‘VNA 
bourg.  This  city  (lands  at  the  foot  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  the  Black  Foreft,  which  open  in  the  form 
of  a  crefcent,  on  one  fide  by  the  valley  of  St.  Pierre, 
and  on  the  other  by  the  valley  of  Bloterthal  •,  and 
boththefe  terminate  near  a  mountain,  called  the  Abby 
of  the  valley  of  St.  Pierre.  Before  Fribourg  is  a  little 
plain,  watered  by  a  rivulet.  It  is  bounded  on  the  right 
by  deep  Mountains,  and  on  the  left  by  marlhy  woods, 
through  which  there  is  only  one  very  narrow  road  from 
Bridie  to  Fribourg.  In  this  advantageous  fituation  Ge¬ 
neral  Merci  was  polled  :  his  camp,  which  filled  the 
little  plain,  was  extended  along  the  fide  of  the  rivulet, 
and  fortified  with  a  (trong  entrenchment  *,  he  had 
Fribourg  behind  him,  and  an  eminence  before  him. 

On  the  declivity  of  this  eminence,  towards  the 
French,  he  raifed  and  pallifaded  a  fort,  where  he 
polled  600  men,  with  the  artillery  :  from  thence  he 
carried  on  a  line  by  the  wood,  mounting  towards 
the  fummit  of  the  hill,  which  line  he  defended  with 
redoubts  at  200  paces  diftance  from  each  other ; 
and  to  make  the  accefs  to  it  the  more  difficult,  he 
felled  all  along  the  fide  of  it,  a  great  many  trees, 
whofe  branches  being  fo  cut,  as  to  point  every 
way,  anfwered  the  purpofes  of  chevaux-de-frife. 

Between  the  eminence,  which  was  at  the  head  of  the 
enemy’s  camp,  and  the  mountains  to  the  left,  as  you 
come  from  Fribourg,  was  the  defile  by  which  Merci 
might  be  attacked  in  flank,  but  it  could  not  be 
come  at  without  taking  a  great  compafs.  Merci 
had  blocked  up  their  entrance  into  his  camp  with 
felled  fir-trees :  he  had  alfo  lined  the  woods  which 
were  to  the  right  and  left  with  his  infantry,  and  ima¬ 
gined  that  no  body  would  ever  attempt  a  pafiage 
which  he  thought  he  had  rendered  impracticable.  Thedil- 
This  fituation  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  made  the tionfo/the 
council  of  war  once  more  debate  the  expediency  of of 
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An.  1644.  attacking  it  •,  but  the  Duke  d’Enguien  perfifted  in 
his  opinion  :  and  being  fully  perfuaded  that  nothing 
could  withftand  him,  he  refolved  to  go  himfelf 
with  the  army  of  France,  to  drive  the  Bavarians 
from  the  mountain,  gain  the  eminence,  and  then 
fall  down  on  their  camp,  whilft  the  Vifcount  fhould 
go  with  the  Weymarian  troops,  to  take  the  enemy 
in  flank,  by  the  way  of  the  defile.  And  as  he 
muft  neceflarily  march  a  great  way  round,  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  Prince  fhould  not  begin  his  attack 
till  three  hours  before  fun-fet,  that  the  Vifcount 
might  make  his  at  the  fame  time. 

The  firft  Turenne  fet  out  the  third  of  Auguft,  by  break 
engagement.  ^ay  ;  and  whilft  he  was  marching  round  the 
mountains,  the  Duke  d’Enguien  prepared  for  his 
attack,  in  this  manner.  His  infantry  confifted  of 
fix  battalions  of  800  men  each :  Efpenan,  *  Mar- 
fhal  de  Camp,  was  detached  with  two  battalions  to 
begin  the  charge  •,  the  Count  de  Tournon  put  him¬ 
felf  at  the  head  of  the  regiments  of  Conti  and  Ma- 
zarin,  to  fuftain  Efpenan  •,  the  Duke  d’Enguien 
referved  two  regiments  to  be  employed  as  occafion 
fhould  require  •,  the  Marfhal  de  Gramont  and  the 
Count  de  Marfin  continued  near  his  perfon  •,  the 
Count  ||  de  Palluau,  fince  Marfhal  de  Clerembault, 
fupported  the  whole  attack  with  Enguien’s  regiment  of 
horfe  *,  and  the  gendarmes  were  pofted  at  the  entrance 
into  the  plain,  in  a  very  narrow  place,  to  hinder  the 
Bavarians  from  taking  the  infantry  in  flank.  At  the 
hour  agreed  on  by  the  two  Generals,  the  young 
Prince  attacked  the  mountain  with  his  infantry.  In 
order  to  get  to  the  enemy,  they  were  forced  to  climb 
a  very  fteep  afcent,  crofs  a  vineyard,  in  which  there 
were,  at  certain  diftances,  walls  of  four  foot  high 
£0  fupport  the  earth.  The  detachment  courageoufly 

*  Roger  de  Boflolt,  Count  d’Efpenan,  of  the  province  of  Bigorre,  fince  no¬ 
minated  to  be  a  Knight  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

||  Philip  de  Clerembault,  Count  de  Palluau,  was  made  Marlhal  of  France 
nine  years  after,  in  16531 
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marched  up,  drove  the  enemy  from  thofe  terrafles,  An.  1644: 
and  pufhed  them  to  the  fence  of  felled  trees,  which 
was  before  their  trenches :  neverthelefs  the  Bavarians 
made  fo  great  a  fire,  that  the  French  infantry  could 
not  force  this  fence,  without  the  lofs  of  a  great  many 
men,  and  even  without  breaking  their  ranks.  The 
Duke  d’Enguien,  who  had  drawn  near  to  fee  the 
event  of  this  attack,  obfervedthat  his  firft  line  was 
at  a  ftand,  neither  advancing  nor  retiring  •,  he  ftrait 
difmounted,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  regiment 
of  Conti,  and  marched  up  to  the  enemy  fword  in 
hand.  The  Count  de  Tournon,  the  Marfhal  Gra- 
mont,  and  the  chief  officers  and  volunteers,  dif¬ 
mounted  likewife  ;  their  example  gave  new  courage 
to  the  foldiers :  the  Duke  d’Enguien  advancing  the 
foremoft,  they  all  followed  him,  forced  the  barri¬ 
cade,  and  threw  themfelves  in  crowds  over  the 
enemies  trenches.  The  Bavarians  fled  into  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  woods  j  the  French  infantry  left  their  ranks 
to  purfue  them  •,  but  the  Duke  d’Enguien  inftant- 
ly  rallied  them,  and  polled  foldiers  in  the  re¬ 
doubts  which  he  had  juft  gained.  Immediately  after, 
notwithftanding  the  difficulties  of  the  way,  he  made 
the  cavalry  mount,  and  fo  poflefled  himlelf  of  the 
eminence,  after  a  battle  of  three  hours,  which  had 
coft  Merci  above  3000  men.  The  day  was  now 
clofed  ;  the  Bavarians  were  ftill  in  pofleffion  of  the 
pallifaded  fort,  where  their  artillery  was  planted, 
and  the  runaways,  who  were  difperfed  in  the  wood, 
might  afiemble  again,  or  lay  in  ambufh  :  Enguien 
therefore  durft  not  go  further,  and  he  contented  him¬ 
felf  with  informing  the  Vifcount,  by  his  trumpets 
and  kettle-drums,  that  the  French  had  gained  the 
top  of  the  mountain,  refolving  to  wait  for  the  day, 
before  he  marched  down  into  the  plain. 

Turenne  had  made  his  attack  at  the  fame  hour 
as  the  Duke :  after  he  had  forced  the  entrance  in¬ 
to  the  pafs,  he  was  obliged  to  fight  every  ftep  he 
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An.  1644.  took,  in  order  to  diflodge  the  infantry,  who  were 
polled  to  the  right  and  left,  and  entrenched  behind 
felled  trees  •,  but  he  preffed  the  enemy  fo  vigoroufly. 
that  he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  defile,  and  forced 
his  paffage  over  the  ditches  and  hollow-ways  which 
ran  acrofs  it,  into  the  plain,  about  the  clofe  of  the  day. 
The  Duke  d’Enguien  had  juft  then  put  a  Hop  to  the 
battle  on  his  fide,  and  Merci  therefore  turned  his 
chief  ftrength  againft  the  Yifcount :  the  troops  en¬ 
gaged  in  fight  were  at  forty  paces  diftance,  firing 
with  great  fury  on  both  fides  a  great  deal  of  rain 
fell,  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night  increafed  the 
horrors  of  a  place,  which  had  no  light  but  what 
came  from  the  continual  fire  of  the  mulkets.  The 
adlion  lafted  near  feven  hours ;  and  notwithfland- 
ing  the  prodigious  efforts  of  the  Bavarians,  the  Vif- 
count  kept  the  ground  he  had  gained,  though  the 
enemy’s  infantry  was  fupported  by  all  their  cavalry, 
and  his  had  only  one  fquadron  behind  them,  for 
want  of  room  to  draw  up  in  battalia.  General  Merci 
having  here  likewife  loft  3000  men,  turned  his 
thoughts  wholly  to  fave  the  reft  of  his  army,  by  a 
retreat •,  the  darknefs  of  the  night  favoured  his  de- 
fign,  and  his  troops  Hole  away,  whilft  fome  ranks 
of  musketeers,  who  were  left  upon  the  place,  made 
a  continual  fire.  As  foon  as  it  was  day  thefe  fled  5 
and  Turenne  finding  nothing  to  oppofe  him,  march¬ 
ed  out  into  the  plain,  where  the  Duke  d’Enguien, 
who  came  down  from  the  mountain,  foon  joined 
him.  The  enemy  had  halted,  at  a  league’s  diftance, 
upon  the  Black  Mountain,  which  is  near  Fribourg, 
and  were  beginning  to  entrench  themfelves  there. 
Could  the  King’s  infantry  have  marched  after  them 
immediately,  they  might  have  furprized  them  in 
great  diforder  ;  but  being  no  left  fatigued  with  the 
rains,  than  with  fighting,  and  having  loft  a  great 
number  of  officers  and  foldiers,  they  wanted  a 
da/s  reft  y  and  the  Duke  poftponed  attacking 
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the  enemy,  in  their  new  trenches,  till  the  next  An.  1644: 
day  *. 

There  is  a  level  piece  of  ground,  one  third  of  the 
way  up  the  Black  Mountain,  (which  ftands  between 
Fribourg  and  the  plain,  where  the  enemy  had  en¬ 
camped  the  firft  day,)  large  enough  to  contain  three 
or  four  thoufand  men  drawn  up  in  battalia.  Merci, 
with  his  ufual  judgment,  improved  every  advantage 
the  place  afforded  him  *,  polled  the  greateft  body  of 
his  infantry  at  the  edge  of  this  flat,  placed  the  reft 
behind  a  wood,  about  the  middle  of  the  mountain, 
and  extended  his  cavalry  from  that  wood  to  the 
walls  of  the  city.  The  lines  made  for  the  fiege 
of  Fribourg  ferved  to  inclofe  this  new  camp  on 
that  fide,  and  the  bottom  of  the  mountain,  towards 
the  plain,  was  fortified  with  feveral  rows  of  felled 
trees ;  fo  that  his  right  wing  was  defended  by  the 
canon  of  the  city,  and  his  left  by  the  mountain. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  refolved  to  make  two  at¬ 
tacks  at  the  fame  time  *  one  on  the  trenches,  the 
other  on  the  fence  of  trees  •,  and  between  thefe  to 
make  a  falfe  attack  with  a  few  men  only,  purely 
to  favour  the  true  ones. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  fifth  of  Auguft,  The  fecond 
the  Vifcount  appeared  early,  with  the  advanced 
guard,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  ;  the  Prince’s 
army  followed  him,  and  was  to  poft  it  felf  fo,  as 
that  the  two  attacks  might  be  made  at  the  fame 
time.  Juft  when  they  were  going  to  begin,  a  great 
tumult  was  obferved  among  the  Bavarians  :  the  Duke 
and  the  Vifcount  immediately  afcended  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  mountain,  in  order  to  difcover  the  true  caufe 
of  it  •,  and  as  they  pafied  by,  forbad  their  officers 
to  attempt  any  thing  in  their  abfence.  But  notwith- 
Handing  thefe  orders,  Efpenan  commanded  a  detach¬ 
ment  to  attack  a  redoubt  which  was  in  his  way  : 
the  foldiers  engaged  *,  and  as  fall  as  the  Bavarians 

*  This  firft  aflion  was  on  the  third  of  Auguft. 
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An.  1644.  fent  to  fupport  thofe  wh<%  were  on  the  defenfive, 
Efpenan  reinforced  the  aflailants.  In  the  midft  of 
the  engagement,  which  grew  more  and  more  gene¬ 
ral,  a  terrible  difcharge  of  the  enemy’s  canon  and 
mufketry  ferved  for  a  fignal  to  the  French,  who 
advanced  on  all  fides,  without  order  or  leader. 
The  Bavarians,  emboldened  by  this  their  confufion, 
rulhed  out  of  their  lines,  fell  upon  them,  and  ut¬ 
terly  routed  them  :  the  Prince  and  Vifcount  gallop¬ 
ed  thither  in  all  hafte,  but  in  vain  attempted  to 
rally  them  •,  the  fright  had  feized  the  officers  as  well 
as  the  foldiers.  When  the  Prince  found  he  could 
not  bring  on  his  troops  again  to  the  charge,  he  im¬ 
mediately  changed  his  plan  ;  at  the  place  where  the 
attack  had  failed,  he  left  only  a  few  men  to  amufe 
the  enemy,  and  refolved  to  bend  all  his  ftrength  to 
the  fide  of  the  plain.  Enguien  and  Turenne,  with 
the  whole  body  of  the  infantry,  fupported  by  the 
gendarmes  and  Weymarian  cavalry,  marched  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  fence  of  trees.  The  attack  and  the  de¬ 
fence  were  equally  vigorous :  the  French  drove  the 
enemy  feveral  times  from  their  entrenchments,  and 
were  themfelves  as  often  repulfed.  Gafpard  Merci, 
to  fupport  his  infantry,  who  began  to  give  way, 
made  his  cavalry  diftnount  :  the  conflict  was  re¬ 
newed  with  fury  *,  and  could  not  have  ended  with¬ 
out  a  terrible  (laughter,  if  the  fudden  approach  of 
night  had  not  obliged  the  aflailants  to  retire,  with¬ 
out  having  been  able  to  force  the  enemy.  It  coft 
the  French  2000  foot,  and  the  Bavarians  1200,  who, 
at  the  fame  time,  loft  Gafpard  Merci  their  General’s 
brother:  but  as  the  latter  had  loft  half  their  infantry 
in  the  firft  aCtion,  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s  army  was 
ftill  fuperior  to  that  of  Merci  -,  and  the  Prince 
prepared  for  a  third  engagement.  The  French  con¬ 
tinued  in  prefence  of  the  enemy,  in  a  camp  covered 
with  blood,  heaps  of  dead  and  dying.  This  mov¬ 
ing  fight  afFeCted  the  compaflionate  Vifcount ;  he 

vifited 
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vifited  in  perfon  the  field  of  battle,  and  caufed  the  An.  1644. 
wounded,  without  diftindtion  of  friends  and  enemies, 
to  be  taken  up  and  carried  to  Brifac.  In  the  heat 
of  battle,  and  in  the  midftof  (laughter,  humanity  was 
ever  in  him  the  bafis  of  heroifm. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien,  after  he  had  refted  his  The  third 
troops  four  days,  thought  proper  to  change  his^ 
fcheme.  As  the  Bavarians  could  retire  to  Villingen 
no  other  way  but  by  the  valley  of  St.  Pierre,  he 
marched  his  army  towards  Langendentzling,  in 
order  to  pafs  through  the  valley  of  Bloterthal,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  enemy  fhould  enter  that  of 
St.  Pierre,  and  to  intercept  them  at  the  Abby,  where 
the  two  vallies  terminate.  Early  on  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  ninth  of  Auguft,  the  Vifcount  de  Tu- 
renne  marched  with  the  Weymarian  troops,  and 
the  Duke  d’Enguien  kept  with  his  in  the  enemy’s 
prefence,  till  the  Vifcount  had  paflfed  the  marfhes, 
woods,  and  the  rivulets  of  Treiftam  ;  then  the 
Prince  rejoined  him  at  Langendentzling,  the  Bava¬ 
rians  not  making  the  leaft  attempt  to  difpute  the 
paffage  with  him.  Merci  having  obferved  the  march 
of  the  French,  immediately  faw  through  the  Prince’s 
defign,  and  judged  that  his  fafety  depended  on  pre¬ 
venting  it  by  a  fpeedy  retreat.  As  foon  therefore 
as  he  faw  the  rear-guard  of  the  French  begin  to 
move,  he  decamped  his  army,  which  was  reduced 
to  between  fix  and  (even  thouland  men,  and  took 
his  way  over  *  the  eminences  that  commanded  the 
valley  of  St.  Pierre.  At  the  fame  time  the  Duke 
d’Enguien  marched  with  great  diligence  through 
the  valley  of  Bloterthal :  but  fearing  left  his  troops, 
which  were  extremely  fatigued,  fhould  not  be  able 
to  come  up  with  the  enemy  foon  enough,  he  fent 
Rofen  forwards  with  only  800  horfe,  to  retard  the 
Bavarians,  by  harrafling  them  in  their  retreat,  whilft 
the  reft  of  the  army  advanced  to  intercept  them. 

*  Mem.  MS-  of  M.  de  Turenne. 

G  4 
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An.  1 644.  Rolen  *  attacked  their  rear-guard  in  a  plain  near 

VOTV  the  Abby  of  the  valley  of  St.  Pierre,  and  routed  a 
part  of  the  Bavarian  infantry  •,  but  the  main  body 
of  their  army  returning  upon  him,  he  was  forced  to 
retire  fighting  in  confufion,  and  mingled  with  the 
enemy.  The  Vifcount,  who  was  with  the  van-guard, 
appeared  then  on  a  neighbouring  eminence  :  As 
foon  as  the  Bavarian  horfe  perceived  him,  they  halted 
for  fear  of  being  furrounded.  Merci  retired  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  paces  from  the  place  of 
adtion,  into'a  wood,  where  he  left  his  canon  and  bag¬ 
gage,  and  from  thence  marched  with  fuch  expedition 
over  the  mountains,  that  the  French  army  loft  fight 
of  him  in  a  moment.  The  Duke  d’Enguien  pur- 
fued  him  as  far  as  Holgrave,  and  the  Vifcount  de 
Turenne  two  leagues  farther  ;  but  the  badnefs  of  the 
roads  hindered  their  continuing  the  purfuit,  and  the 
Bavarians  foon  reached  the  country  of  Wirtemberg, 
whither  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  follow  them. 

Thus  ended  the  famous  adtion  of  Fribourg,  in 
which  the  Bavarians  loft  between  eight  and  nine 
thoufand  men,  with  their  artillery,  and  almoft  all 
their  horfes  :  the  lofs  of  the  French  was  likewife 
very  great :  but  as  Merci  had  been  forced  to  de¬ 
camp,  the  honour  of  vidtory  was  given  to  the  Duke 
d’Enguien.  Neverthelefs,  the  glory  of  the  van- 
quifhed  was  little  inferior  to  that  of  the  vidtors  •,  the 
well  condudted  retreat  of  Merci,  in  prefence  of  an 
army  that  prefled  hard  upon  him,  was  not  lefs  ho¬ 
nourable  than  the  Prince’s  vidtory,  who  had  fur- 
mounted  all  the  obftacles  of  nature  and  art,  in  or¬ 
der  to  attack  him. 

*  Reinholt  Rolen,  Lord  of  Grofropp,  defcended  from  one  of  the  belt  fa¬ 
milies  in  Livonia  ;  after  he  had  ferved  under  the  great  Guftavus,  followed  the 
fortunes  of  the  Duke  of  Weymar,  who  left  him  the  command  of  the  Swedilh 
horfe,  and  named  him,  by  his  will,  one  of  the  direftors  of  the  army,  with 
the  Counts  de  Nafiau,  Erlach  and  Ohem.  He  died  without  iiTue  male,  and 
gave  his  daughter,  with  a  conliderable  fortune,  to  Conrad  Rofen  de  Klein- 
opp,  who  afterwards  became  a  Marlhal  of  France,  and  a  Knight  of  the 
order  of  the  HolyGhefh 

Enguien 
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Enguien  returned  towards  Langendentzling,  and  An.  1644. 
polled  himfelf  near  the  fame  camp  from  whence  he 
had  come  :  there  he  deliberated  how  to  make  thed’Enguien 
greateft  advantage  of  the  retreat  of  the  Bavarians.  r*°nd 
The  chief  officers  were  for  retaking  Fribourg  ;  therefoivcs  to 
Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  of  a  different  opinion  :  he 
reprefented,  that  as  the  Bavarian  army  was  now  twen¬ 
ty  leagues  off,  and  could  not  draw  near  them  again, 
for  want  of  forage  and  provifions,  they  ought  to 
feize  that  opportunity  of  making  themfelves  mafters 
of  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  and  even  of  the 
Palatinate,  and  not  confine  themfelves  to  the  re¬ 
ducing  of  one  fingle  town,  which  would  take  up 
all  the  remainder  of  their  time :  and  that  by  this 
means  they  might  clofe  the  campaign,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  doubtful,  with  a  very  important  conqueft. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien,  who  was  always  ready  for 
great  undertakings,  approved  this  fcheme,  and  pro- 
pofed  the  fiege  of  Philipfbourg.  It  was  no  eafy 
enterprize  j  it  was  neceffary  to  make  a  long  march 
to  get  at  it ;  the  infantry  was  diminiffied,  money 
was  fcarce,  and  provifions  at  a  great  diftance  :  but 
the  Prince  made  light  of  all  thefe  difficulties,  and 
the  fiege  was  refolved  on.  The  Vifcount  de  Tu¬ 
renne  went  himfelf  toBrifac,  concerted  with  the  Go¬ 
vernor  the  means  of  carrying  all  neceffaries  for  the 
fiege  down  the  Rhine,  and  then  returned  to  the 
camp.  The  army  decamped  on  the  fixteenth  of 
Auguft :  the  Duke  d’Enguien  marphed  along  the 
Rhine,  by  the  Marquifate  of  Baden:  he  detached 
Tubal  and  Rofen  with  part  of  the  Weymarian  ca¬ 
valry,  and  fome  foot  and  dragoons,  to  feize  feveral 
forts  or  caftles,  and  fome  little  walled  towns  which 
were  in  their  way.  On  the  twenty  third  of  Au¬ 
guft,  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  with  3000  horfe 
and  700  foot  inverted  Philipfburg,  and  the  Duke 
d’Enguien  arrived  the  next  day,  after  a  ten  day’s 
inarch. 


The 
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An.  1644.  The  fortifications  of  this  place,  which  flood  on  the 
rfC'C'y  Rhine,  were  not  then  faced  :  it  had  feven  baftions, 
tioE.ftrecsdithe  ramparts  of  which  were  fraifed  and  pallifaded  •, 
rfPhai?1  rounc^  t^ie  wh°-e  was  a  berm ,  defended  by  a  very 
being.  *“  thick  quickfet  hedge :  the  ditch  was  wide,  deep,  and 
full  of  water  ;  and  a  fquare  fort,  which  commanded 
the  Rhine,  at  the  diftance  of  800  paces  from  the 
town,  had  a  communication  with  it  by  a  caufeway. 
On  one  fide,  the  river  made  a  great  elbow,  and 
formed  many  morafles  •,  on  the  other  there  was  no¬ 
thing  but  heath,  wood,  and  ploughed  lands ;  fo  that 
the  approach  could  only  be  made  one  way.  The 
garrifon  fcarce  exceeded  800  foot,  and  200  horfe  ; 
but  Bamberg,  an  officer  of  great  reputation,  who 
was  Governor  of  the  place,  had  a  100  pieces  of 
canon,  and  ammunition  enough  to  hold  out  a  long 
fiege. 

the  Duke  After  the  Duke  d’Enguien  had  viewed  the  ground 
about  the  town,  he  lpent  the  reft  of  the  day  in  taking 
quartos  his  pofts,  and  prepared  for  attacking  the  fort  of  the 
tcwn.^  Rhine  in  the  night.  The  French  army  took  up 
their  quarters  from  Knaudenheim  to  a  rivulet  which 
divided  the  plain ;  and theW eymarian  army  waspoft- 
ed  from  this  rivulet  to  Rhinhaufen.  As  foon  as  it  was 
night,  the  troops  began  their  march  towards  the 
fort :  the  Duke  fetched  a  compafs  round  the  woods, 
and  the  Vifccunt  approached  it  by  little  banks  that 
ran  crofs  the  morafs.  Bamberg,  not  having  in¬ 
fantry  enough,  had  withdrawn  thofe  that  were  to 
have  defended  the  fort,  from  thence  into  Philipf- 
bourg-,  fo  that  Turenne,  who  arrived  firft,  finding 
it  abandoned,  feized  it,  and  fupplied  it  with  every 
thing  necefiary  to  guard  it  againft  any  attack  from 
the  town. 

He  fecmes  Then  the  Duke  d’Enguien  made  it  his  foie  bufi- 
and  nefs  t0  fecure  his  circumvallation :  he  raifed  forts 

p*  1'  ^ 

and  redoubts  where  the  ground  would  admit  of  it, 
and  felled  a  great  number  of  trees  in  the  marfhes  to 
2  flop 
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flop  up  all  the  roads.  The  Vifcount  found  IefsAn.  1644. 
difficulty  in  fortifying  his  poft  *,  he  made  ufe  of  a 
hollow  way,  which  reached  almoft  from  one  end  of 
his  quarters  to  the  other,  and  made  it  defenfible  by 
raifing  a  parapet  before  it.  The  circumvallation 
was  finifhed  in  four  days,  and  the  whole  camp  in- 
clofed  on  all  fides  from  Knaudenheim  to  Rhinhaufen. 

In  the  mean  time  the  boats  arrived,  loaded  with,He  makes  a 

•  •  t  t  r  t  bridge  over 

canon,  ammunition,  and  provilions.  In  four  and  the  Rhine, 
twenty  hours  abridge  was  made  over-againft  Knau- takes 
denheim  and  Germefheim.  The  taking  of  Germe-iheimLand 
ffieim  was  the  only  thing  that  could  fecure  the  upper  sPires* 
part  of  the  Rhine  :  and  as  no  circumvallation  could 
be  made  on  the  other  fide  of  that  river,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  feize  all  the  places  that  commanded  it. 

As  foon  as  the  bridge  was  finifhed,  the  Duke  d’En- 
guien  fent  the  Marquis  d’Aumont  with  600  foot  and 
300  horfe,  to  attack  Germefheim.  D’Aumont  made 
himfelf  matter  of  it,  in  two  days  after  he  had  opened 
his  trenches,  and  then  marched  to  Spires.  This 
City,  which  ftands  on  the  Rhine,  was  confiderable 
for  nothing  but  the  Imperial  *  Chamber  that  was 
held  there.  As  it  was  then  without  a  garrifon,  and 
only  incloled  by  a  wall  with  common  towers  ;  and 
as  there  were  no  Imperial  troops  on  that  fide,  it  fur- 
rendred  on  the  firft  fummons,  and  received  a  French 
garrifon  the  twenty  ninth  of  Auguft. 

Whilft  the  Marquis  d’Aumont  was  feizing  the  Hebegmshu 
places  of  importance  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  PhTnpf- °a 
the  Duke  d’Enguien  began  his  attacks  on  Philipf-  bourgh. 
bourg.  It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  ap¬ 
proaches  could  only  be  carried  on  at  one  place, 
where  the  ground  is  fandy,  and  continues  of  the 
fame  breadth  quite  up  to  the  counterfcarp  of  two 
of  the  baflions  of  the  town.  The  Duke  d’En¬ 
guien  ordered  two  attacks  to  be  made  by  this  way  •, 
the  Marffial  de  Gramont  commanded  that  on  the 

#  The  I  mper'al  Chamber  was  removed  from  Spires  to  Welzlar,  in  r  6S8. 

left. 
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An.  1 644.  left,  and  the  V  ifcount  de  Turenne  that  on  the  right : 
In  their  approaches  to  the  two  baftions,  they 
both  made  ufe  of  about  1 500  paces  of  the  channel  of 
a  fmall  brook  which  runs  through  this  plain,  and 
whofe  flream  they  had  diverted  another  way.  The 
trenches  were  opened  on  the  firft  of  September  *,  and 
the  next  night  they  made  a  place  of  arms  common 
to  both  attacks,  from  which  each  fhould  carry  on 
his  approaches  towards  his  baftion. 
fttTand^f  Efpenan,  with  the  regiment  of  Perfan,  was  upon 
repui&d.  are  guard  the  firft  night,  in  Gramont’s  trenches  ;  and 
after  he  had  carried  them  on  near  200  paces,  he 
began  a  great  redoubt,  where  he  placed,  at  the 
head  of  the  workmen,  a  guard  of  100  gendarmes, 
with  orders  to  retire,  in  the  day  time,  behind  the 
ruins  of  an  houfe  which  were  near  the  trenches.  As 
foon  as  there  was  light  enough  for  the  befieged  to 
fee  that  the  ground  was  broken,  they  detached  200 
foot  and  100  horfe,  to  ruin  the  works  which  had 
been  raifed  in  the  night :  immediately  the  gendarmes 
appeared  to  oppofe  them  •,  and  though  broken  at  the 
firft  fhock,  they  rallied,  and  notwithftanding  the 
fire  of  the  baftions,  drove  back  the  enemy  as  far 
as  the  counterfcarp. 

The  attack  The  infantry  of  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s  army,  being 

on  the  fide  j  j  1  «  i  U  ..l  r  r*  'L  ° 

0f  th»  Mar-rec>uced  to  5000  men,  by  the  battle  of  rnbourg, 
^om£  Gra"  were  ^carce  Efficient  to  guard  fo  large  a  circumval- 
lation ;  but  neverthelefs,  they  not  only  did  it,  but 
likewife  furnifhed  men  to  carry  on  all  the  works  of 
the  liege,  which  were  continued  without  interruption. 
The  fecond  night,  they  carried  forward  the  trenches 
on  the  Marfhal  de  Gramont’s  fide,  and  finifhed  the 
redoubt :  the  two  following  nights  they  advanced 
much  further,  and  raifed  a  battery  of  fix  canon. 

The  attack  Neither  did  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  make  lefs 
of  the6 w-  difpatch.  The  fifth  night  the  two  attacks  made 
count  deTu- their  lodgments  on  the  counterfcarp,  which  the  work- 
rewie‘  men  began  to  pierce,  at  the  fame  time  that  batteries 

were 
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were  raifed  to  ruin  the  defences  of  the  place.  After  An- 1644. 
fome  days  refiftance,  they  pafled  the  ditch,  and  made  a 
bridge  of  fafcines  quite  to  the  berm.  Bamberg  then 
plainly  faw  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  prevent  the  fill¬ 
ing  up  of  the  ditch  •,  and,  as  his  garrifon  was  too  weak, 
he  thought  it  advifeable  not  to  wait  till  the  miners 
were  fet  to  work,  hoping  to  obtain  the  better  capitu¬ 
lation  :  he  beat  the  chamade,  hoftages  were  given  on 
both  fides,  and  the  garrifon  marched  out  the  twelfth 
of  September,  with  two  pieces  of  canon. 

After  the  Duke  d’Enguien  had  taken  pofleffion  The  v;r- 
of  this  place,  he  was  informed  that  Count  MerciC0untdeJu~ 
approached.  The  French  army  weakened  and  fa- to  attack 
tigued,  was  not  in  a  condition  to  fight ;  befides,  it 
was  neceffary  to  repair  the  breaches  which  the  canon  and  Ments,' 
had  made  at  Philipfbourg :  the  Prince  therefore  did 
not  think  proper  to  remove  to  a  diftance,  but  only 
chofe  his  quarters  along  the  Rhine  fo  well,  that  the 
enemy  could  not  fuddenly  deprive  him  of  his  con- 
queft,  or  force  him  to  a  general  battle.  He  had  the 
river  on  one  fide,  Philipfbourg  on  the  other,  the 
fort  of  the  Rhine  before,  and  the  marfhes  and  woods 
behind  him.  When  he  was  encamped  in  this  ad¬ 
vantageous  poft,  he  ordered  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
to  go  and  attack  Wormes.  Duke  Charles  of  Lor- 
rain,  to  whom  this  city  had  been  given,  had  a  gar¬ 
rifon  here,  and  fince  the  lofs  of  his  dominions,  had 
fcarce  any  other  retreat.  The  Vifcount  marched 
through  the  Palatinate,  with  all  the  German  horfe, 
and  500  foot,  detached  Flekftein  with  three  regi¬ 
ments,  to  intercept  500  horfe  which  Colonel  Savari 
wanted  to  throw  into  Frankendal,  and  continued 
his  march  towards  Wormes,  whofe  inhabitants  drove 
out  the  Lorrainers,  and  opened  their  gates  to  him. 

From  thence  the  Vifcount  advanced  towards  Mentz, 
and  1  t  Rofen  to  feize  Oppenheim,  which  furrender- 
ed  without  refiftance,  though  it  had  a  very  good  caftle 
to  defend  it.  Mentz  was  the  moft  confiderable  poll 
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An.  1644  of  any  on  the  Rhine,  on  account  of  its  communication 
with  the  country  of  Hefle,  and  its  fituation  over- 
againft  the  mouth  of  the  Mein,  which  runs  at  the 
foot  of  a  part  of  its  walls.  Its  ftrength  confifted 
rather  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  than  in  its 
citadel,  whole  fortifications  were  negledted.  The 
Ele£lor,  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  there,  had  retired 
to  Hermefheim,  and  the  Canons,  in  the  abfence  of 
the  Archbilhop,  had  the  government  in  their  hands. 
The  Yifcount  marched  day  and  night  without  bag¬ 
gage,  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  throwing  any  fuc- 
cours  into  Mentz,  which  had  no  other  garrifon  but 
Ibme  foldiers  maintained  by  the  Chapter.  When 
he  drew  near  the  city,  he  was  informed  that  there 
were,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  1000  dra¬ 
goons  of  the  Bavarian  army,  commanded  by  Colo¬ 
nel  Wolfs,  who  were  demanding  boats  to  convey 
them  into  it :  he  therefore  threatened  to  attack  the 
place  on  all  Tides,  if  they  did  not  immediately  or¬ 
der  the  Bavarian  troops  to  retire.  The  Canons  in- 
ftantly  obeyed,  made  the  Bavarian  dragoons  draw 
off,  and  fent  deputies  to  the  camp  to  capitulate. 
The  Vifcount  immediately  fent  advice  of  this  to  the 
Duke  d’Enguien,  who  came  from  Philipfbourg, 
with  a  guard  of  400  horfe,  reached  Mentz  in  a 
day  and  an  half,  and  figned  the  capitulation :  the 
Chapter  alfo  obliged  themlelves  to  march  outthe  gar¬ 
rifon  they  had  in  Bingen,  and  receive  French  troops 
there.  The  Prince  left  a  garrifon  of  400  men  in 
Mentz,  with  all  things  neceflary  for  repairing  the 
old  fortifications,  and  making  new  ones  *,  and  be¬ 
ing  defirous  to  poflfefs  himfelf  of  all  the  Palatinate 
on  this  fide  the  Rhine,  before  he  finifhed  the  cam¬ 
paign,  he  detached  the  Marquifsd’Aumont,  tp  inveft 
Landau,  with  1200  foot,  and  1500  horfe. 

The  vif-  This  city,  which  flood  in  a  plain,  was  then  only 

L«riau.kes  fortified  with  a  wall  flanked  with  towers,  with  half¬ 
moons,  a  good  ditch,  and  a  covered  way :  it  was 

defended 
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defended  by  400  of  the  Lorrain  troops.  WhilftAn.  1644.' 
d’Aumont  was  taking  up  his  quarters,  and  begin- 
ning  his  works  before  Landau,  the  Duke  d’En- 
guien  returned  to  his  army  at  Philipfbourg,  that  he 
might  be  nearer  the  fiege  he  had  ordered.  Up¬ 
on  his  arrival  he  was  informed  that  the  trenches 
were  already  opened,  but  that  d’Aumont  had  been 
dangeroufiy  wounded.  The  Vifcount  went  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  fiege,  and  carried  on  his  trenches  with  fo 
much  diligence,  that  in  three  days  he  made  a  lodg¬ 
ment,  and  raifed  a  battery  on  the  counterfcarp  :  on 
the  fifth  day  the  Lorrainers  treated  with  the  Vif¬ 
count,  and  marched  out  of  the  place.  After  Lan¬ 
dau  was  taken,  Manheim,  Neuftadt,  and  feveral 
other  places,  made  but  little  refiftance :  and  thus  the 
Duke  d’Enguien  was,  in  one  campaign,  three  times 
viftorious  over  the  Bavarian  army,  and  became  ma¬ 
tter  of  the  Palatinate,  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  from 
Strafburg  to  Hermenfheim  near  Coblentz,  and  all 
the  country  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle. 

All  the  troops  afiembled  at  Philipfbourg,  and  The  Duke 
the  Prince  fet  out  for  France  about  the  end  of  Oc- ^furns'to 
tober,  with  his  army  •,  he  left  only  fome  new  regi-  France,  and 
ments  of  foot  with  the  Vifcount,  who  ftaid  to  com- ^ce®u'^e 
mand  alone  in  Germany.  As  foon  as  the  Duke  Turenne  to 
d’Enguien  was  gone.  General  Merci,  who  had  had^™™^1" 
time  to  recruit  his  army  in  the  country  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  drew  near  the  Rhine,  and  encamped  between 
Heidelderg  and  Manheim  :  he  fell  on  the  latter, 
and  when  he  had  feized  it,  he  made  as  if  he  defigned 
to  build  a  bridge  there,  and  pafs  the  river  with  his 
troops,  in  hopes  thereby  to  induce  the  King’s  army 
to  cover  Spires,  Wormes  and  Mentz,  which  it  could 
not  do  without  unguarding  Philipfbourg,  which  he 
intended  to  recover.  The  Vifcount  repafied  the 
Rhine  with  all  his  cavalry  and  fome  foot,  marched 
to  Spires,  and  immediately  fent  1000  horfe  to  fecure 
JVormes  and  Msr>tz.  A  little  time  after  the  Vif¬ 
count 
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An.  1 644.  count  was  informed,  that  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  had 
parted  the  Mofelle,  and  inverted  Caftelaun  and 
Simmeren,  two  little  places  in  the  Hundfruck.  It 
was  to  be  feared  that  either  the  Duke  would  join 
Merci,  and  that  the  two  Generals,  when  united, 
would  come  and  overwhelm  him  all  at  once,  or  elfe, 
that  if  they  adted  feparately,  one  of  them  would  fur- 
prize  him,  whilft  he  was  guarding  againft  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  other.  In  this  fituation  the  Vifcount 
fent  to  Court  to  demand  a  reinforcement  ■,  but  was 
anfwered,  that  the  troops  were  wanted  ellewhere, 
and  that  he  muft  defend  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could, 
which  was  all  that  was  expedted  from  him.  Ha¬ 
ving  then  no  farther  hopes  of  fuccours,  he  was 
forced  to  make  up  for  his  want  of  ftrength  by  ftra- 
tagem,  and  by  his  extraordinary  adlivity  to  multi¬ 
ply  himfelf,  as  it  were,  that  he  might  make  head 
on  all  fides. 

The  vif-  The  Bavarians  having  formed  a  fecret  correfpon- 
Sp““es,faInd  dence  with  fome  inSpires,  detached  1200  mufketeers 
prevents  the  in  boats  from  Manheim,  up  the  Rhine,  hoping  to 
Baccarach.  them  admitted  into  the  town.  But  the  Vifcount, 
who  difcovered  their  defign,  lined  the  banks  of  the 
river  with  infantry,  hindred  the  boats  from  parting, 
and  faved  Spires.  At  the  fame  time  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  befieged  Baccarach,  a  place  in  the  Pala¬ 
tinate,  fituated  on  the  Rhine  :  Turenne  took  only 
500  men  with  him,  advanced  near  Bingen,  and 
fent  from  thence  to  mark  out  a  camp  near  Baccarach, 
and  get  ready  provifions  there  :  The  Lorrainers 
thinking  he  was  coming  againft  them  with  a  large 
body  of  troops,  raifed  the  fiege  with  precipitation, 
and  retired  beyond  the  Mofelle. 

Hcfeizesthe  The  only  confiderable  place  on  the  banks  of  the 
cf0Creutf.le  Rhine,  of  which  the  Vifcount  was  not  now  m after, 
was  the  Caftle  of  Creutznach,  which  was  an  impor¬ 
tant  poll :  he  attacked  it  in  the  beginning  of  De¬ 
cember  5  and  the  garrifon  of  2qq  men  which  the  Ba- 
«  2  variant 
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varians  had  left  in  it,  after  a  defence  of  fifteen  or  fix-  An.  1644, 
teen  days,  furrendered.  Then  the  Vifcount,  who 
had  nothing  more  to  fear,  after  he  had  reinforced  the 
garrifons  of  all  the  to,wn9  newly  conquered  On  the 
Rhine*  fent  the  reft  of  his  cavalry  into  winter  quar¬ 
ters  in  Alface  and  Lorrain,  being  perfuaded,  that 
the  want  of  forage  would  hinder  General  Merci 
from  coming  a  fecond  time  into  a  country  which 
was  fo  entirely  ruined,  that  there  was  fcarce  proven¬ 
der  enough  to  be  found  for  a  Angle  horfe.  He  placed 
himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  between  the  enemies  two 
Generals,  that  they  could  not  join  again  all  the  reft  of  • 
the  winter  ;  and  in  order  to  watch  them  the  more 
narrowly,  he,  inftead  of  going  to  Court,  retired  to 
Spires.  If  it  be  glorious  to  conquer  a  great  extent 
of  country  with  a  few  troops,  it  is  perhaps  more  fo, 
to  know  how  to  preferve  thofe  conquefts  with  much 
fewer  :  and  this  is  what  the  Vifcount  did.  He  loft 
Only  Manheim,  and  made  himfelf  amends  by  taking 
Creutznach.  His  knowledge  of  the  country,  his 
judicious  choice  of  advantageous  pofts,  and  his  hap¬ 
py  diftribution  of  his  troops,  fupplied  the  place  of 
numbers  :  fo  that,  like  his  mafter  Weymar,  he  did 
every  thing  with  nothing. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1645,  the  Bavarian  An.  1645, 
army  was  confiderably  diminifhed,  by  General The  Vif* 
Merci’s  having  fent  4000  men  to  the  afliftance  ofthethe  Rhine 
Imperialifts,  whom  the  Swedes  had  defeated  at 
bor  in  Bohemia.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  who  fue/ Merci, 
was  informed  of  it,  took  the  field  early.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  March  he  afiembled  his  army,  which  he 
had  found  means  to  recruit,  without  any  afliftance 
from  the  Court.  He  left  Spires  where  he  had  fpent 
the  winter,  crofted  the  Rhine  on  a  bridge  of  boats, 
and  marched  with  5000  horfe,  6000  foot,  and  fif¬ 
teen  pieces  of  canon,  towards  Phortzeim,  a  little 
town  in  the  country  of  Wirtemberg  on  the  river 
Entz,  feve,n  leagues  from  the  Neckar,  Merci  was 

H  encamped 
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An.  1645.  encamped  on  the  other  fide  the  Entz,  and  had  only 
between  6  and  7000  men  :  the  reft  of  his  troops  were 
difperfed  in  diftant  quarters,  till  the  feafon  fhould 
furnifh  them  with  greater  plenty  of  forage.  The 
Vifcount  having  paffed  the  river  without  oppofition, 
two  leagues  below  the  enemy,  General  Merci  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  fight,  but  retired  towards  Sua- 
bia.  The  Vifcount  purfued  him,  feized  Stutgard, 
the  capital  of  the  Dutchy  of  Wirtemberg,  paffed 
near  Hailbron,  and  arrived  with  his  dragoons  at 
Suabefchall,  or  Hall  in  Suabia,  where  he  found  the 
quarter-mafters  of  the  Bavarian  army  ready  to  enter 
the  city.  The  burghers  opened  their  gates  to  the 
Vifcount,  and  Merci  thinking  that  all  the  French 
army  was  at  Hall,  made  hafte  to  gain  Dinkefpuhel 
and  Feuchtwang  in  Franconia.  The  Vifcount  left 
his  dragoons  at  Hall,  and  with  his  cavalry  which 
had  joined  him,  purfued  the  Bavarian  General  five 
or  fix  leagues ;  afterwards  he  returned  to  Hall,  con¬ 
tinued  there  three  days  to  refrefhhis  troops,  then  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  river  of  Tauber  in  Franconia, 
and  there  took  Mariendal  and  Rottembourg,  whilft 
the  enemy  divided  themfelves  to  go  into  the  Upper 
Palatinate.  Thus,  with  an  army  of  11,000  men, 
he  preferved  all  the  places  he  had  conquered,  and 
took  four  more  very  confiderable  ones  ;  from  which 
he  made  incurfions  to  the  very  gates  of  Wurtzburg 
and  Nuremburg,  which  he  put  under  contribution. 
He  advances  He  thought  Mariendal  the  moft  proper  place  for 
as  far  as  into  his  general  quarters  •,  it  was  furrounded  by  feveral 
anTnkeskp  fmaH  towns,  from  whence  he  might  draw  fubfi- 
his  quarters  ftence,  and  it  bordered  on  the  dominions  of  the  Land- 
iaiMar  Cn"  gravefs  of  Heffe,  a  Princefs  in  alliance  with  France 
and  Sweden,  againft  the  houfe  of  Auftria  and  the 
jundtion  of  her  army  with  his,  the  Vifcount  hoped 
would  fupply  the  place  of  the  reinforcement  he  had 
in  vain  defired  of  the  Cardinal.  While  he  waited 
for  this  jundtion,  he  thought  proper  to  repofe  his 
2  troops 


Vifcount  de  TURENNE.  99 

troops  at  Mariendal,  they  being  fatigued  with  fo  ma-  An.  1645. 
ny  motions  and  different  inarches.  As  there  was 
yet  no  grabs  on  the  ground,  the  officers  were  for  buffe¬ 
ring  the  cavalry  to  difperfe  themfelves  in  the  fmall 
towns  round  about,  where  they  might  find  forage 
and  fubfift  more  commodioufly  •,  but  the  Vifcount 
refufed  it  at  firft,  left  the  enemy  fhould  return 
and  attack  his  quarters  when  they  fhould  be  thus  fe- 
parated.  He  continually  reprefented  to  the  officers, 
that  they  were  in  a  country  whofe  inhabitants  they 
ought  to  look  upon  as  enemies  j  that  he  might  be  de¬ 
ceived  by  the  fpies,  who  were  naturally  better 
affefted  to  their  own  nation  than  to  foreigners 
who  came  to  ruin  them  •,  that  the  enemy’s  army, 
which  had  marched  towards  Bavaria  with  fo  much 
precipitation,  would  there  find  quite  freffi  troops  •, 
that  having  the  ways  open,  they  might  re¬ 
turn  and  furprife  him  •,  that  it  was  much  fafer  to 
keep  the  army  together,  and  that  he  thought  he 
fhould  only  fend  out  large  detachments  to  feek  forage 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  officers  anfwered,  that 
this  would  be  a  new  way  of  compleating  the  ruin  of 
both  men  and  horfes  •,  that  many  of  their  troopers 
were  difmounted  •,  that  they  fhould  find  horfes  to  be 
bought  in  the  different  places  whither  they  ffiould  go  *, 
that  the  enemy  were  at  leaft  fixteen  leagues  off,  and 
could  not  approach  them  without  their  knowledge. 

Major  General  Rofen  joined  with  the  officers,  and 
earneftly  preffed  him  to  hearken  to  their  advice  : 
the  Marffial  de  Turenne  ftill  oppofed  it  •,  but  at  laft, 
his  fear  of  making  the  cavalry  buffer  too  much,  his 
defire  of  having  it  fpeedily  put  again  into  good  con¬ 
dition,  and  the  diftance  of  the  enemy,  determined 
him  to  give  way  to  thefe  earneft  follicitations.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  that  he  might  not  be  expofed  to  a  fur¬ 
prife  from  the  Bavarians,  or  hazard  any  thing  with¬ 
out  firft  taking  all  imaginable  precautions,  he  lent 
out  fome  officers,  with  feveral  detachments  of  horfe 
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An.  1645  .  different  ways,  to  uifcover  what  the  enemy  were  do- 
jng_  au  thefe  parties  brought  accounts  that  the  Ba¬ 
varians  were  feparated,  and  fortifying  themfelves  in 
the  different  places  where  they  were  in  quarters  :  but 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  reports,  he  was  Fill  appre- 
henfive  of  fome  unlucky  accident,  kept  his  canon 
and  infantry  with  him,  recalled  Rofen  from  Rottem- 
bourg  with  his  troops,  and  would  not  fuffer  his  ca¬ 
valry  to  go  above  three  Leagues  from  Mariendal, 
which  he  had  made  his  general  quarters.  Only  he 
fent  two  regiments  very  far,  one  towards  Bavaria  to 
watch  the  motions  of  Merci’s  army  •,  and  the  other 
into  Franconia,  to  obferve  what  the  garrifons  of  that 
Circle  might  be  doing. 

General  But  fcarce  was  his  army  thus  divided,  before  he 
^rc;r  reproached  himfelf  for  it :  he  condemned  his  too 
v| fount,  great  complaifmce  for  his  officers  •,  and  was  fenfible 
that  he  ought  to  have  doubted  of  the  intelligence  that 
had  been  brought  him.  In  order  therefore  to  be 
ascertained  of  the  true  Fate  of  things  by  his  own  ob- 
fervation,  he  the  next  day  took  the  great  guard  of 
his  quarters,  and  advanced  three  leagues  from  Ma¬ 
riendal,  on  the  road  by  which  the  enemy  might  come 
and  attack  him.  He  returned  very  late,  and  on  the 
fecond  of  May,  at  two  in  the  morning,  a  party 
whom  he  had  fent  towards  Feuchtwang  brought  him 
intelligence,  that  Merci  was  advancing  very  fall 
with  all  his  army.  Then  he  inFantly  fent  orders  to 
all  his  quarters  to  repair  to  Herbfthaufen,  a  village 
where  the  great  guard  was,  a  league  and  a  half  from 
Mariendal,  and  the  centre  of  his  quarters  •,  and  or¬ 
dered  General  Rofen  to  go  thither,  to  receive  the 
troops  as  faF  as  they  fhould  arrive.  The  difpofiti- 
on  of  the  places  was  very  favourable,  if  Rofen  had 
taken  advantage  of  it :  there  was  at  the  head  of  the 
great  guard  a  wood  of  between  five  and  fix  hundred 
paces  long,  and  beyond  it  a  fine  plain,  over  which 
the  Bavarians  mult  pafs  in  order  to  come  at  the 

1  French. 
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French.  Rofen  ought  therefore  to  have  ftaid  on  this  An.  1 645. 
fide  the  wood,  and  flopped  up  the  entrance  into  it 
with  fome  battalions  to  hinder  the  enemy  from  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  army  was  not  yet  aflembled  :  but  not 
believing  Merci  to  be  fo  near,  he  paffed  through  the 
wood,  and  was  beginning  to  draw  up  his  regiments 
in  the  plain,  when  the  Vifcount  arrived  and  faw  the 
falfe  ftep  he  had  taken.  He  was  going  to  remedy 
it,  and  to  order  the  troops  to  repafs  the  wood  ;  but 
that  inilant  difcovering  the  vanguard  of  the  Bavari¬ 
ans,  who  were  with  a  wide  front  coming  out  of  ano¬ 
ther  wood  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  him,  he  found 
he  had  not  time  to  change  hispoflure,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  took  his  meafures.  There  were  but  3000  of 
his  foot  yet  arrived  in  the  plain,  and  feven  or  eight 
regiments  of  horfe.  Turenne  took  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  he  could  of  the  ground  :  in  a  little  neighbour¬ 
ing  wood,  he  placed  his  infantry,  which  he  made 
his  right  wing,  and  polled  two  fquadrons  behind  to 
fupport  them  •,  and  compofed  his  left  wing  of  all  the 
reft  of  his  cavalry,  which  he  drew  up  in  one  line, 
except  only  two  fquadrons,  which  doubled  it  on  the 
fide  of  the  great  wood.  Rofen  placed  himfelf  at  the 
extremity  of  this  line  to  the  right,  and  the  Vifcount  at 
the  extremity  to  the  left  •,  and  in  this  order  they  wait¬ 
ed  for  the  enemy. 

General  Merci  foon  extended  himfelf  in  the  plain,  The  Bate* 
drew  up  his  army  in  battalia,  placed  his  infantry  in  °[IMane4* 
the  centre,  and  his  cavalry  in  the  two  wings.  After 
he  had  canonaded  the  French  for  fome  time,  feeing 
that  his  artillery  did  no  great  execution,  and  that 
frefh  troops  every  moment  arrived,  which  might  in. 
the  end  make  their  army  equal  to  his  own,  he  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  infantry,  and  advanced  to 
attack  the  little  wood,  which  he  muft  abfolutely 
make  himfelf  mafter  of,  in  order  to  bring  his  left 
wing,  commanded  by  General  John  de  Vert,  into 
adtion.  The  Vifcount  at  the  fame  time  marched 
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An.  1641.  with  his  cavalry  againft  the  right  wing  of  the  ene- 
*-/’"V">'k',my,  broke  it,  feized  the  canon,  took  twelve  ftan- 
dards,  made  feveral  prifoners,  and  penetrated  to  the 
fecond  line,  which  he  fhook.  Bat  the  3000  foot 
commanded  by  M.  de  Smitberdand  M.  du  Pafiage  *, 
behaved  themielves  very  differently  :  whilft  the  Vif- 
count  was  charging  the  right  of  the  enemy  with  fo 
much  fuccefs,  the  French  infantry  perceiving  that 
that  of  the  Bavarians,  which  was  marching  up  to 
them,  was  much  fuperior  in  number,  gave  way  to 
their  fears,  and  both  they  and  the  two  fquadrons 
which  were  to  have  fupported  them,  difperfed  them- 
felves  in  the  wood.  John  de  Vert  taking  advantage 
of  this  diforder,  advanced  with  all  his  left  wing,  and 
began  to  form  behind  the  victorious  wing  of  Tu- 
renne,  in  order  to  attack  him  in  the  rear.  The  Vif- 
count  having  obferved  this  motion,  and  perceiving 
that  he  was  like  to  be  furrounded,  ordered  his  ca¬ 
valry  to  wheel  about  and  retire.  He  himfelf  crofled 
the  great  wood  with  only  two  or  three  officers,  and 
beyond  it  found  the  three  regiments  ofhorfe  of  Du- 
ras,  Beauvau  and  Tracy,  which  were  juft  arrived. 
Thefe  regiments  were  joined  in  a  little  time  by  twelve 
or  fifteen  hundred  of  the  horfe  which  had  been  in  the 
engagement:  the  Vifcountdrew  them  up  in  battalia, 
and  refolved  to  attack  the  enemy  again  in  cafe  they 
paired  the  wood  to  purfue  him  •,  but  the  Bavarians 
aftoniffied  at  his  refolution  durft  go  no  further. 
mheVif-  Then  Turenne  turned  his  thoughts  to  make  a  re- 
mreat! fine  treat,  which  did  him  as  much  honour  as  a  victory. 
He  lent  Beauregard  Chabry  to  rally  his  infantry, 
march  them  direCtly  to  Philipfburg  without  flop¬ 
ping,  and  from  thence  to  bring  them  to  him  into  the 
Landgravate  of  He  fie,  whither  he  refolved  to  go 
with  his  cavalry.  At  the  fame  time,  he  ordered  the 
■f  Marquis  de  Beauvau  to  take  together  with  his  own 

*  See  Turenne’s  Memoirs,  p.  22. 

1  Charles  de  Beauvau  d’Efpence,  Lord  of  Noir-Lieu. j 

regiment 
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regiment  all  the  German  horfe  that  remained  after  An.  1646. 
the  battle,  and  lead  them  from  Mariendal  towards 
the  Mein,  and  from  thence  to  the  frontiers  of  the 
country  of  Hefle.  He  continued  with  the  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  Duras  and  Tracy  to  cover  the  retreat,  and 
give  the  reft  of  his  troops,  which  came  from  more 
diftant  quarters,  time  to  repafs  the  Tauber.  Then 
he  retired  in  pretty  good  order  along  that  river,  al¬ 
ways  harraffed,  often  obliged  fo  to  divide  his  troops 
on  account  of  the  difficulties  of  the  ways,  that  fome- 
times  he  had  not  above  twenty  horfemen  with  him  : 
neverthelefs,  he  rallied  all  thofe  that  were  ft  Higgling 
to  the  right  and  left ;  often  turned  about  to  repulle 
the  Bavarians,  made  head  againft  them  at  all  the  de¬ 
files,  crofted  the  Mein,  and  at  laft  gained  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Heffe,  where  he  joined  the  reft  of  his  army, 
after  having  loft  great  part  of  his  infantry,  1200 
horfe,  and  all  his  canon  and  baggage. 

Such  was  the  defeat  of  Mariendal,  which  was  the  An  exami- 
firft  the  Vifcount  had  received  fince  he  commanded 
in  chief!  The  enemies  to  his  glory  much  blamed  of  the  vy- 
his  conduit  :  but  they  who  judged  without  prejudice 
and  with  underftanding,  commended  every  ftep  he^feycf 
had  taken :  the  prefence  of  mind  v/ith  which  he  went ManendaI‘ 
to  meet  the  Bavarians,  without  fuffering  them  to  at¬ 
tack  his  quarters  one  by  one  ;  the  addrefs  he  fhewed 
in  endeavouring  to  recover  Major  General  Rofen’s 
falfe  ftep,  and  the  prudence  with  which  he  chofe  to 
retreat  into  the  centre  of  Germany,  rather  than  bring 
his  army  under  the  canon  of  Philipfburg,in  which  cafe 
the  enemy  might  have  followed  him,  retaken  all  the 
cities  he  had  conquered,  and  forced  him  to  quit  Alface : 
whereas  his  defign  in  retiring  into  HefTe,  was  to  fe- 
cure  his  conquefts  on  the  Rhine,  to  ftrengthen  his  ar¬ 
my  with  the  union  of  the  Heffian  troops,  and  with 
thefe  fuccours  to  put  an  happy  end  to  a  campaign 
which  had  fo  unfortunate  a  beginning. 

H  4 


The 
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An,  1645.  The  Landgravefs  of  He  fie,  of  the  houfe  of  Ha- 
nau  *  coufin  german  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne, 
c>n  of' the  had  always  adhered  to  her  alliance  with  the  King, 
Heffian  and  She  had,  together  with  all  the  virtues  of  her  fex,  the 
Swedifh  talents  of  a  great  commander :  fhe  could  not,  in  de- 
croopc.  cency,  put  herfelf  at  the  head  of  her  armies,  but  fhe 
commanded  them  in  the  cabinet.  This  Princefs  was 
liberal  but  with  oeconomy,  juft  as  well  as  generous, 
religious  without  fuperftition,  a  fovereign  miftrefs  of 
all  political  knowledge,  and  her  Court  was  the  fchool 
of  all  the  Princes  in  Germany.  The  French  troops 
were  no  fooner  arrived  in  her  country,  than  General 
ftiayzg.  Merciwent  to  befiege  Kirchain,  a  city  fituated  at 
the  entrance  into  Hefle.  The  Vifcount  had  no  more 
than  between  3  and  4000  hprfe  and  1 500  foot  :  the 
Landgravefs  was  obliged  to  draw  her  troops  out  of 
their  quarters,  to  go  and  relieve  the  place.  The 
Vifcount  likewife  prevailed  on  the  Count  deKonigf- 
mark,  the  General  of  the  Swedes,  who  wintered  in 
the  Dutchy  of  Brunfwick,  to  join  4000  of  his  troops, 
to  the  6000  the  Langravefs  fent  under  the  command 
of  General  Geis.  At  the  head  of  this  army,  con- 
fifting  of  between  14  and  1 5,000  men,  the  Vifcount 
de  Turenne  advanced  towards  Kirchain  :  General 
Merci  immediately  retired  from  before  the  place, 
and  made  hafteto  Franconia.  The  foldiers  prefled 
the  Vifcount  to  lead  them  thither  ;  they  were  very 
defirous  of  wiping  off  the  fhame  of  the  battle  ofMa- 
riendal,  acknowledging  that  their  General’s  too  great 
goodnefs  had  been  the  caufe  of  that  difgrace  :  but 
when  he  was  going  to  take  advantage  of  their  ardour, 
he  received  orders  from  Court,  not  to  undertake  any 
thing  before  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  d’Enguien, 
When  he  had  wanted  troops  before  the  battle  of  Ma- 
riendal,  they  were  refufed  him  \  now  that  he  had 

^  Amelia-Elizabeth  of  Hanau,  Daughter  of  Philip-Louis  Earl  of  Hanau 
Muntzenberg,  and  of  Catharine  Belgique  of  Naffau,  daughter  of  William  the 
fntj  Prince  of  Orange, 
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got  a  reinforcement  from  the  allies,  a  Commander  An.  1645. 
was  again  to  be  put  over  him,  whofe  views  he  muft^VX) 
be  obliged  to  follow,  how  contrary  foever  to  his 
own.  Thus  the  ill-will  of  the  Minifter  put  his  vir¬ 
tue  to  the  fevereft  trials  :  after  he  had  expofed  him 
to  danger  for  want  of  fuccours,  he  now  fought  to  rob 
him  of  the  glory  of  his  fuccefies,  by  giving  him  a 
rival :  but  the  Vifcount  facrificed  his  refentments  to 
the  love  of  his  country  •,  and  though  he  knew  that 
the  King,  who  was  yet  a  minor,  could  have  no  fhare 
in  Mazarin’s  refolutions,  he  obeyed  the  orders  of  the 
Court  without  murmuring. 

The  Elector  of  Bavaria,  elated  with  the  defeat  of  The  Duke 
the  French  at  Mariendal,  offered  propofals  for  peace  comesTfe- 
which  were  little  for  the  honour  of  France.  Thecondtime 
Court,  defirous  to  check  his  confidence  as  foon  as^ywjoi^" 
pofiible,  fent  8000  men  into  Germany  ,  under  the the  Vif- 
command  of  the  Duke  d’Enguien,  who  had  thecoun” 
Marfhal  de  Gramont  for  his  Lieutenant  General. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  led  his  own  troops  and 
thofe  of  the  allies  to  meet  this  reinforcement,  repaf- 
fed  the  Mein,  eroded  the  country  of  Darmftadt, 
took  the  city  of  Weinheim  which  was  in  his  way, 
and  arrived  at  Spires,  where  the  two  armies  joined 
on  the  fecond  of  July.  The  Duke  had  long  confe¬ 
rences  with  the  Generals  Turenne,  Gramont, 

Geis  and  Konigfmark,  concerning  the  mod  advan¬ 
tageous  fteps  to  be  taken  by  the  allies.  The  Bavari¬ 
ans,  who  had  been  reinforced  with  4000  Imperialifts 
under  the  command  of  General  Gleen,  were  encamp¬ 
ed  in  places  very  difficult  of  accefs,  and  the  Duke 
d’Enguien,  who  was  always  fond  of  great  exploits, 
was  for  drawing  them  into  the  open  country,  in 
order  to  bring  them  to  a  decifive  battle.  ^En^n4 

With  this  view,  he  refolved  to  march  his  army  partes  the 
near  Hailbron,  a  city  fituated  on  the  Neckar,  and^c^a^injj 
thought  the  bulwark  of  Suabia.  The  Bavarians,  phen,and  the 
jenowing  the  importance  of  this  place,  marched  with  t®aeva^ta0nsre' 

all  Franconia* 
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An.  1645.  all  diligence  to  relieve  it,  prevented  the  Duke  d’En- 
guien,  and  encamped  on  the  eminences  near  that  city, 
on  the  other  fide  the  Neckar.  This  advantageous 
encampment  diverted  the  Duke  d’Enguien  from  his 
firft  defign,  and  led  him  to  think  of  feizing  Wim- 
phen,  which  is  two  leagues  below  Hailbron,  on  this 
fide  of  the  Neckar.  The  Bavarians  could  not  hin¬ 
der  the  fiege  without  paffing  the  river,  it  being  as 
difficult  for  them  to  relieve  Wimphen,  as  for  the 
French  toinveft  Hailbron.  In  order  *  to  take  the 
former  by  affault,  theMarffial  de  Gramont  march¬ 
ed  thither  with  a  great  detachment  drawn  out  of  the 
four  bodies  of  which  the  army  confided,  viz.  the 
Heffians,  Swedes,  Weymarians,  and  French  :  he 
attacked  it,  planted  his  canon  without  opening 
trenches,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  city,  and  made 
a  bridge  over  the  Neckar.  Then  the  Confederates 
palled  that  river,  and  General  Merci  retired  to 
Feuchtwang  in  Franconia,  above  twenty  leagues 
from  thence. 

The  Swedes  Immediately  after  they  had  paffed  the  Neckar, 
the  Kinds'”  General  Konigfmark  and  General  Geis,  upon  fome 
army.  groundlefs  ofFence  taken  at  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s 
condud,  declared  that  they  would  quit  the  army  and 
lead  home  their  troops.  It  was  a  matter  of  great 
moment  to  the  King’s  fervice  to  prevent  this  repara¬ 
tion,  of  which  Merci  would  not  have  failed  to  take 
advantage.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  who  had  a 
peculiar  talent  for  managing  men  and  calming  their 
paffions,  fpoke  to  the  two  Generals  with  his  ufual 
fweetnefsand  mildnefe,  and  he  prevailed  with  Geis 
to  ftay  ;  but  nothing  he  could  fay  was  able  to  reftrain 
the  impetuofity  of  Konigfmark  -f  :  he  was  a  man 
brought  up  in  war,  endowed  with  great  military  ta¬ 
lents,  and  accuftomed  to  confiderable  commands  •, 
add  to  this,  that  he  was  felfifh,  vain,  and  hard  to 

*  Mem.  de  Siri,  tom.  V.  part.  2.  page  253, 

T  See  the  Vifcount’s  Memoirs,  pag.  26, 

pleafe. 
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pleafe.  The  Vifcount’s  endeavours  to  get  the  better  An.  1645. 
of  his  obftinacy  were  therefore  fruitlels  •,  nothing 
could  flop  him  •,  he  went  away  in  a  pafiion,  and 
mounting  a  foot  foldier  behind  each  of  his  troopers, 
retired  to  Bremen  in  Lower  Saxony.  The  Duke 
d’Enguien,  to  fhew  him  that  he  did  not  want  him, 
fent  publickly  to  wifh  him  a  good  journey. 

The  French  army  after  this  leparation,  marched  Duke 
with  the  Heffians  towards  the  Tauber,  and  feized  all  pafivfthT 
the  cities  they  found  in  their  way.  The  enemy  made  T,auber>  , 

*  *  *  fa  K  pc  ievpra  1 

no  refiftance  but  at  Rottembourg,  which  was  attack-  cities,  and 
ed  and  carried  in  one  night,  and  the  troops  were^^f5* 
much  refrefhed  with  the  great  quantity  of  provifionsguen. 
which  they  found  there.  Then  the  Duke  marched 
diredtly  to  the  city  of  Dinckefpuhel,  and  opened 
trenches  before  it  •,  but  having  received  intelligence 
in  the  evening,  that  the  Bavarians  were  advancing 
towards  Nordlinguen,  he  raifed  the  fiege  and  refol- 
ved  to  force  the  enemy  to  come  to  a  battle.  He 
marched  his  troops  all  night,  crofs  a  wood  where 
the  road  was  wide  enough  for  two  fquadrons  to 
march  abreaft.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Generals 
Merci,  Gleen,  and  Johnde  Vert,  marched  through 
the  fame  wood  at  fome  diftance,  with  a  body  of  ca¬ 
valry  •,  and  at  break  of  day,  they  faw  the  French 
coming  out  of  the  wood.  As  the  ground  was  very 
favourable  for  them,  they  drew  up  their  army  in 
battalia,  and  there  waited  for  the  Duke  d’Enguien. 

They  had  a  river  before  them  and  great  pools 
to  the  right  and  left  •,  their  poft  inacceflible  other- 
wife  than  by  narrow  paths,  in  which  fcarce  two 
horfemen  could  march  abreaft.  The  Duke  brought 
forward  his  canon,  as  the  Bavarians  did  theirs  to 
the  head  of  their  camp  •,  and  they  canonaded  one 
another  all  the  day,  with  pretty  equal  lofs  on  both 
fides.  The  Prince  feeing  that  it  was  impoftible  to 
give  the  enemy  battle  in  this  place,  and  that  it  was 
in  vain  to  perfift,  decamped  the  night  follow- 
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An.  1645.  ing  two  hours  before  day,  in  order  to  go  to  Nord- 
linguen.  By  nine  in  the  morning,  he  came  into  the 
great  plain  which  is  before  that  city ;  and  at  noon 
was  informed  that  General  Merci  had  already  cholen 
a  very  advantageous  poft  for  a  camp  two  leagues 
from  him  •,  that  his  men  were  at  work  in  all  hafte 
on  his  trenches,  and  that  he  intended  to  difpute  the 
taking  of  Nordlinguen,  in  which  was  a  weak  gar- 
rifon.  Immediately  thereafter,  the  Prince  marched 
to  the  enemy,  leaving  his  baggage  behind  him  in 
the  neighbouring  villages,  and  at  four  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  two  armies  were  in  fight  of  each  other. 

The  fituati-  About  the  middle  of  the  plain  of  Nordlinguen, 
variL^tamp  which  is  very  large,  there  is  a  valley  of  a  moderate 
st  Nordiin-  extent,  formed  by  two  little  hills,  a  quarter  of  a 
guen'  league  from  each  other.  At  the  end  of  this  valley, 
is  a  village  called  Allerheim,  which  is  about  three 
hundred  paces  nearer  to  Nordlinguen  than  the  two 
hills.  One  ofthefe  called  The  hill  of  Wineberg  is 
very  high,  and  ftands  on  the  left  of  the  village  as 
you  come  from  Nordlinguen.  The  other,  on 
which  is  the  caftle  of  Allerheim,  is  on  the  right. 
The  land  which  lies  between  the  hill  of  Allerheim 
and  the  village,  is  as  level  as  a  plain,  but  is  divided 
by  a  ditch  :  that  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  Wineberg 
hopes  to  the  village  of  that  name  with  a  defcent 
which  is  fcarce  perceptible.  The  right  wing  of  the 
enemy,  commanded  by  General  Gleen,  reached  to 
the  top  of  the  hill  of  Wineberg  •,  and  their  left,  un¬ 
der  General  John  de  Vert,  to  the  fummit  of  the  o- 
ther  hill,  on  which  is  the  caftle  of  Allerheim.  The 
centre  of  their  army,  where  Merci  was  polled,  took 
up  the  valley,  and  had  the  village  before  it :  his  two 
wings  confifted  of  all  his  cavalry,  and  fome  batta¬ 
lions  which  he  had  pofted  at  the  extremities  upon  the 
hills :  all  the  reft  of  the  infantry  formed  the  main  bo¬ 
dy.  He  had  thrown  forae  foot  into  the  village, 
and  put  a  guard  of  mufqueteers  in  the  church 
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fteeple  and  churchyard  which  was  walled  in  :  his  An.  1645. 
trenches  on  the  two  hills  were  lined  with  canon. 

His  army  confided  of  between  14  and  15,000  men  ; 
and  that  of  the  Duke  d’Enguien  amounted  to  1 7,000. 

When  all  things  had  been  examined  in  a  Council  of 
war,  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  of  opinion,  that 
they  could  not  come  to  a  general  adtion  with  an  ene¬ 
my  fo  pofted  and  entrenched,  without  expofing  the 
French  army  to  an  almod  certain  defeat :  the  Duke 
d’Enguien  thought  otherwife,  and  his  opinion  pre¬ 
vailed  over  that  of  the  Vifcount.  After  this  there 
was  fome  difpute  about  the  manner  of  attacking. 

Turenne  thought  they  could  not  march  to  the  ene¬ 
my’s  two  wings  with  the  cavalry,  without  warmly 
attacking  their  infantry  which  was  in  the  centre,  at 
the  fame  time  *,  this  advice  was  followed  •,  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  two  wings  muft  halt,  whilft 
the  infantry  endeavoured  to  gain  the  village.  This 
refolution  being  taken,  the  French  army  advanced 
towards  the  enemy  in  this  order. 

The  Marfhal  de  Gramont  commanded  the  right  The  uifpofi- 
wing,  confiding  of  all  the  French  cavalry,  to  the  French 
number  of  ten  fquadrons  •,  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  my  when 
led  on  the  left,  in  which  were  the  Weymarian  caval-  elTivws  " 
ry,  confiding  of  twelve  fquadrons,  fupported  by  the  cafnP- 
Heffian  army  of  fix  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons, 
which  made  the  fecond  line.  The  Count  de  Marfin 
was  at  the  head  of  the  main  body,  confiding  of  ten 
battalions,  and  fupported  by  five  fquadrons  of 
gendarmes  and  carabineers.  The  corps  de  referve, 
of  four  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons,  which  were  as 
a  fecond  line  to  the  right  wing,  was  commanded  by 
the  Chevalier  de  Chabot.  The  Duke  d’Enguien, 
who  thus  difpofed  ofthefe  pods,  refolved  to  be  eve¬ 
ry  where,  and  therefore  chofe  none  for  himfelf.  By 
this  difpofition,  the  right  wing  of  the  Marfhal  de 
Gramont  faced  the  Bavarians  commanded  by  John 
de  Yert  ;  and  the  left  wing  of  the  Vifcount  de  Tu- 

renne. 
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An.  1645.  renne,  the  Imperialifts  under  General  Gleen.  The 
French  troops,  though  they  were  to  engage  with 
well  difciplined  troops,  fhewed  a  great  ardour  for 
fighting,  in  order  to  wipe  off  the  difgrace  they  had 
lately  buffered  at  Mariendal. 

General  It  was  five  in  the  afternoon  when  the  Duke  d’En- 

Merciiskii-gUjen  began  the  battle  with  canonading  the  village  : 

but  the  enemy’s  artillery  which  was  fixed,  had  a  great 
advantage  over  his,  which  was  continually  fnifting 
place  in  order  to  advance  ,  and  as  he  faw  that  this 
was  lofing  a  great  deal  of  time,  he  ordered  fome 
battalions  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Marfin,  to 
attack  the  village.  The  firft  lines  were  loon  forced  ; 
but  as  they  drew  near  to  the  houfes,  the  enemy  who 
had  there  pofted  themfelves  and  made  holes  in  them, 
fired  fo  furioufly,  that  the  French  flopped  all  on  a 
fudden,  and  foon  afterwards  gave  way  and  fled. 
The  pount  de  Marfin  having  been  dangeroufly 
wounded,  the  Duke  d’Enguien  fent  the  Marquis  de 
la  Mouffaye  to  fupply  his  place  with  a  reinforcement 
of  fome  regiments  :  but  neither  could  they  ftand  the 
fire  of  the  enemy.  Then  the  Duke  d’Enguien  him- 
felf  led  up  all  the  King’s  infantry  to  the  charge. 
General  Merci,  when  he  faw  this  motion,  could  not 
fupprefs  the  joy  which  his  hopes  gave  him,  but  cried 
out  with  vehemence,  God  has  turned  the  heads  of 
the  French ,  they'll  foon  he  routed.  He  put  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  his  main  body,  and  advanced  to¬ 
wards  the  village.  The  battle  was  bloody  and  ob- 
ftinate,  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s  cloaths  were  fhot 
through  in  many  places  ;  he  had  two  horfes  wound¬ 
ed  under  him,  and  received  acontuflon  in  his  thigh. 
It  was  in  vain  to  intreat  him  to  retire  ;  he  kept  in 
the  midft  of  the  fire,  animating  the  troops  with 
his  voice  and  geftures.  Merci,  after  he  had  done 
wonders,  could  not  efcape  his  fate  :  he  was  killed 
by  a  musket-ball.  The  death  of  this  great  Gene¬ 
ral  was  fo  far  from  difcouraging  his  foldiers,  that  it 
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rendered  them  furious;  a  fpirit  of  revenge  made  An.  164.$. 
them  furmount  all  difficulties ;  and  the  intrepidity 
of  the  Duke  d’Enguien,  furprizing  as  it  was,  could 
not  prevent  the  greateft  part  of  his  infantry’s  being 
cut  in  pieces. 

On  another  fide,  the  left  wing  of  the  Bavarians  The  right 
fell  on  the  right  of  the  French  with  fuch  violence,  French  is  ' 
that  the  French  cavalry,  after  it  had  flood  fome 
time,  was  entirely  broken  and  routed.  The  Mar-deGramont 
fhal  de  Gramont  did  all  that  valour  and  conduft  rri* 
could  do,  to  ftop,  rally,  and  lead  back  his  troops 
to  the  battle  :  when  he  faw  that  all  his  efforts  were  in 
vain,  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  regiments  of 
Faber  and  Wall,  which  had  not  left  their  pofts;  he 
waited  for  the  Bavarians  without  ftirring,  and  caufed 
a  terrible  difcharge  on  their  fquadrons.  Fie  even  open¬ 
ed  and  broke  into  them  ;  but  advanced  fo  far,  that 
he  was  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  being  forced 
to  give  way  to  numbers,  was  taken  prifoner.  After 
this  general  rout  in  the  right,  John  de  Vert  fell  on 
the  troops  of  referve,  beat  the  Chevalier  de  Cha- 
bot,  and  penetrated  to  the  baggage,  which  was 
plundered.  But  this  German  -f  General  difcovered 
more  of  the  bravery  of  a  foldier,  than  of  thecondudl 
of  an  officer,  on  this  occafion  :  inftead  of  bring¬ 
ing  back  his  victorious  troops  to  furround  the  left 
wing  of  the  French  army,  he  inconfiderately  fuffer- 
ed  his  heat  to  carry  him  too  far  in  purfuing  the  fugi¬ 
tives. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  marched  The  vif- 
up  to  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  which  was  pofted 
on  the  hill  of  Wineberg.  Fie  bore  the  continual  the  right 
fire  of  their  artillery,  without  flopping,  had  a  horfe  gavln!^ 
wounded  under  him,  received  a  ffiot  in  his  cui-and  takes 
raffe,  and  at  length  arrived  in  good  order  at  the  top 
©f  the  hill.  The  fight  was  terrible  between  thefe  two  foner. 

+  Mem.  de  Siri.  Ibid. 
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wings  of  Weymarians  and  Heflians  on  one  fide,  and 
of  Imperialifts  and  Bavarians  on  the  other.  The 
valour  of  thefe  two  German  bodies,  which  fought 
with  fo  much  fury,  feemed  now  to  eclipfe  the  glory 
of  the  French,  who  had  buffered  themfelves  to  be 
beaten  every  where.  They  made  feveral  repeated 
difcharges  with  their  mufketry,  and  at  laft  came  to 
their  piftols  and  fwords  :  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne, 
after  he  had  feveral  times  attacked  the  Imperialifts, 
who  ftill  kept  their  ground,  at  laft  broke  their 
firft  line  :  but  General  Gleen  having  brought  up  the 
fecond,  put  the  Vifcount’s  firft  fquadrons  into  fome 
diforder,  without  entirely  breaking  them.  Then 
the  Duke  d’Enguien,  knowing  that  nothing  now 
was  to  be  done,  either  in  the  right  wing  or  the  main 
body,  where  there  was  a  general  rout,  came  to  the 
left  wing,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Hef- 
fian  troops  which  were  in  the  Vifcount’s  fecond 
line.  Turenne  immediately  broke  the  enemy’s  fqua¬ 
drons  which  were  on  the  hill,  defeated  the  infantry1 
he  found  there,  feized  the  canon  of  the  Imperialifts, 
pointed  them  againft  the  reft  of  their  right  wing, 
which  reached  to  the  village.  He  took  the  Bavarians 
in  flank,  fired  upon  them  without  intermiffion,  obliged 
them  to  retire  500  paces  beyond  the  village,  and 
took  General  Gleen  prifoner.  The  regiments 
which  were  polled  in  the  church  and  church-yard, 
feeing  themfelves  ready  to  be  hemmed  in,  furren- 
dered  at  difcretion.  As  foon  as  John  de  Vert  was 
informed  of  what  paffed  on  the  hill  of  Wineberg, 
he  halted  thither  with  his  victorious  wing ;  but  it 
was  too  late  ;  he  had  let  flip  the  critical  minute, 
found  all  in  confufion,  and  night  was  come  on. 

At  one  in  the  morning,  the  enemy’s  troops  began 
to  retire,  and  by  break  of  day  not  one  of  them 
was  to  be  feen.  John  de  Vert,  the  only  General 
they  had  left,  had  taken  advantage  of  the  darknefs 
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of  the  night,  to  reach  Donawert,  andefcapewkhtheAn.  1645.’ 
remains  of  the  army  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Danube  : 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  purfued  him  to  the  banks 
of  the  river  with  3000  horfe,  and  did  not  return  till 
he  had  feen  him  pals  it  with  all  his  troops.  Three  or 
four  thoufand  of  the  French  infantry  had  been  killed 
in  the  adion,  and  the  lofs  of  the  allies  was  greater  than 
that  of  the  Imperialifts.  The  Marfhal  de  Gramont 
was  taken  on  one  fide,  and  General  Gleen  on  the  other  i 
but  the  Duke  d’Enguien  remained  mafter  of  the  field 
of  battle,  and  had  taken  a  great  number  of  officers, 
manyftandards,  and  all  the  canon  of  the  enemy.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  the  victory  colt  the  French  fo  dear,  that  for 
fome  days  they  could  not  get  together  above  twelve 
or  fifteen  hundred  of  all  their  infantry.  In  the 
mean  time,  Chriftina  Queen  of  Sweden  wrote  a 
letter,  with  her  own  hand,  to  the  Duke  d’Enguien, 
to  teftify  her  joy,  at  his  having  by  his  vidory  wiped 
off  the  dilgrace  the  *  Swedes  had  formerly  buffered 
in  the  fame  place.  Though  the  Duke  d’Enguien 
had  given  fignal  proofs  of  his  courage  in  this  bat¬ 
tle,  he  generoufly  acknowledged,  in  a  letter  he  wrote 
to  the  Queen,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  vidory 
was  due  to  the  valour  and  condud  of  the  Vifcount 
de  Turenne. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  enemy’s  army,  the  cities  The  Duke 
of  Nordlinguen  and  Dinkelpuhel  opened  their  gates: 
and  the  Duke  d’Enguien  having  fallen  fick,  return- army,  and 
ed  immediately  to  France,  leaving  the  army  undergo  u 
the  command  of  the  Marfhal  de  Turenne  and  the  '  " 

Marfhal  de  Gramont,  who  had  been  exchanged  for 
General  Gleen.  The  French  Generals,  revolving 
to  go  into  Swabia  to  refrefh  their  troops  there,  and 
give  them  time  to  recover  from  their  fatigue,  march¬ 
ed  by  the  country  of  Flohenloe  to  Hall,  where  there 
was  plenty  of  forage,  and  tarried  there  ten  or  twelve 
days.  The  enemy  repaffed  the  Danube,  encamped 
within  five  or  fix  leagues  of  the  French  and  lxith 
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An.  1645. armies  continued  in  this  pofture  till  the  feventeenth 
'■''"Y^of  October. 

The  Arch-  The  Duke  of  Bavaria,  feeing  that  the  Frenph 

poid  joins"  army  was  ftill  advancing  farther  into  Germany,  and 
the Bavari-  fearing  left  they  fhould  feize,  not  only  his  winter 
quarters,  but  his  whole  country,  demanded  fuc- 
cours  of  the  Emperor,  and  threatened  to  make  a  fe- 
parate  treaty  with  France,  if  he  did  not  immediately 
fend  him  a  confiderable  reinforcement.  The  Em¬ 
peror,  who  had  juft  made  peace  with  Prince  Ragots- 
ki,  and  no  longer  wanted  his  troops  in  Hungary, 
fent  into  Bavaria  a  great  body  of  horfe  and  dra¬ 
goons,  under  the  command  of  the  Archduke  Leo¬ 
pold  his  fon,  who  was  accompanied  by  General 
Galas :  as  the  Archduke  had  no  infantry,  he  foon 
joined  the  Generals  Gleen  and  John  de  Vert ;  and 
fupported  by  thefe  three  great  officers,  marched 
with  all  diligence  to  furprize  the  French  army.  The 
Marlhals  de  Turenne  and  Gramont,  whofe  troops 
were  not  half  fo  many  in  number  as  the  enemy,  re- 
folved  to  retire,  fwam  crofs  the  Neckar,  every 
horleman  carrying  a  foot  foldier  behind  him,  made 
all  hafte  to  the  Rhine,  and  did  not  think  their  army 
fafe  till  it  was  under  the  canon  of  Philipfbourg. 
They  fent  to  Spires  for  boats  to  make  a  bridge  over 
the  Rhine  :  but  very  few  were  arrived,  before  the 
Archduke  Leopold  came  up  and  encamped  within 
October  13.  half  a  league  of  Philipfbourg.  Turenne  and  Gramont 
immediately  brought  their  troops  together  in  thefpace 
between  the  city  and  the  Rhine,  encamped  there,  and 
fent  their  baggage  over  the  river,  infightof  the  enemy. 
The  Marfhal  de  Gramont  likewife  pafled  the  river 
with  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s  army,  and  all  the  Vif- 
count  de  Turenne’s  cavalry,  which  he  led  to  Lan¬ 
dau  :  the  Vifcount  alone  continued  encamped  under 
the  canon  of  Philipfbourg  with  his  infantry.  The 
Archduke  and  the  three  Generals  fpent  two  whole 
days  in  examining  his  camp,  and  found  it  fo  forti- 
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fied,  that  notvCthftanding  the  fuperiority  of  their  An.  1645; 
troops,  they  durft  not  attack  him  :  they  immediately 
turned  about,  and  marched  toVirnpfen,  which  they 
befieged  in  form.  All  the  great  canon  of  the  French 
army  was  in  this  place,  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
was  very  defirous  of  relieving  it,  and  fent  for  his 
cavalry,  which  the  Marfhal  de  Gramont  had  con¬ 
duced  to  Landau  :  the  French  came,  but  the  Ger¬ 
mans  refufed  to  follow  him  :  Vimpfen  was  not  re¬ 
lieved,  and  the  Archduke  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
it  in  eight  days.  After  this  he  feized  Dinkefpuhel, 
Nordlinguen,  and  the  cities  that  had  been  taken 
between  the  Neckar  and  the  Danube :  all  the  con- 
quefts  the  French  had  juft  made  were  loft,  and 
nothing  was  left  but  the  bare  remembrance  of  them* 

The  Archduke  marched  from  thence  towards  Bo¬ 
hemia,  to  oppofe  Torftenfon,  who  made  great  ra¬ 
vages  in  the  hereditary  countries  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria. 

When  the  armies  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Duke  The  impe- 
of  Bavaria  were  thus  feparated,  the  Marfhal  de^ra™sy 
Gramont  returned  to  France,  with  that  of  the  Duke  from  that  of 
d’Enguien,  and  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  continued 
alone  with  his  on  the  Rhine.  Many  were  impa-  &  Gramont 
tient  to  fee,  how  he  would  treat  the  German  ca-  I^Duke 
valry,  whofe  difobedience  had  caufed  the  lofs  ofd’Engm£m*» 
Vimpfen.  As  rill  were  equally  guilty,  he  was  with  France"'0 
reafon  afraid  of  inflicting  a  general  punifhment, 
which  almoft  always  produces  a  revolt;  and  found 
means  to  make  them  fenflble  of  their  fault,  and 
bring  them  back  to  their  duty  without  feverity  ; 
befides,  as  he  wanted  their  afliftance  in  a  great  en- 
terprize  which  he  had  in  view,  he  thought  his  in¬ 
dulgence  would  make  them  think  themfelves  obliged 
in  honour  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  expiating 
their  late  crime  •,  and  he  judged  rightly  :  his  cle¬ 
mency  had  all  the  effeC  he  had  propofed,  or  could 
expeC  from  it. 
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An.  1645.  The  enterprife  with  which  he  hoped  to  put  a 
ThTw^  t^ori°us  enc^  to  a  campaign  which  had  hitherto  been 
count  re-  doubtful,  was  the  reftoration  of  the  Eiedtor  of 
Eieaorhof  Triers.  This  Prince  had  now  been  deprived  of 
Triers  tohishis  dominions  twelve  years,  on  account  of  his  alli- 
do minions.  ance  wjth  France.  The  Duke  de  Longueville,  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  at  Munfter,  had  declared,  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Congrefs,  that  fmce  the  war  had  been 
declared  on  account  of  this  Eleftor,  no  propofals 
for  peace  would  be  hearkened  to,  till  that  Prince 
was  entirely  fet  at  liberty.  Upon  this  the  Eledtor 
was  let  out  of  prifon,  but  his  dominions  were  not 
reftored  him.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  thought 
that  nothing  would  do  more  honour  to  the  Regency, 
than  the  reftoration  of  fo  faithful  an  ally.  Though 
he  was  at  above  forty  leagues  diftance  from  Triers, 
he  marched,  in  a  very  hard  froft,  towards  that  city, 
the  Spanifh  garrifon  of  which,  he  underftood,  was 
not  numerous  :  he  left  fome  troops  to  guard  the 
paftes  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  baggage  of  the  army,  and 
took  with  him  only  a  very  fmall  body  of  infantry, 
for  the  greater  expedition,  depending  on  fome  bat¬ 
talions  of  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s  army,  which,  with 
the  leave  of  the  Court,  came  from  Metz,  from 
whence  he  llkewife  conveyed  fome  canon  down  the 
Mofelle.  He  took  poffeflion  of  all  the  places  by 
which  the  city  could  be  relieved,  and  inverted  it  on 
Nov.  14.  the  fourteenth  day  of  November.  Upon  information 
that  the  enemy  were  aftembling  together  to  raife 
the  fiege,  he  ordered  Colonel  Schutz  to  crofs  the 
Mofelle,  and  meet  them  with  the  Germans  who 
were  defirous  of  making  amends  for  their  fault : 
Schutz  entirely  difperfed  them,  and  would  have 
cut  them  in  pieces,  if  they  had  not  faved  themfelves 
in  the  woods,  with  which  the  country  is  covered. 
The  Governor  of  Triers,  when  all  hopes  of  fuc- 
cours  were  loft,  demanded  to  capitulate,  and  on  the 
Nov.  20.  twentieth  of  November  fur  rendered. 
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The  reftoration  of  the  Elector  confirmed  the  An.  1646. 
allies  of  France  in  their  attachment  to  this  Crown, 
deprived  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  of  the  winter  quar- retuernsict00unt 
ters  he  had  flattered  himfelf  with  in  that  Electorate, Court- 
and  made  the  Mofelle  a  new  barrier  to  France.  The 
Vifcount  de  Turenne,  after  he  had  built  a  fort  near 
the  bridge  of  Triers,  and  left  500  men  there,  went 
to  take  Oberwefel,  a  confiderable  caftle,  which  the 
enemy  Fill  poffeffed  on  this  fide  the  Rhine,  vifited 
all  the  places  on  that  river  and  the  Mofelle,  put 
them  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  extended  his  army 
along  thofe  two  rivers,  and  in  the  beginning  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  fet  out  for  the  Court,  where  he  was  received 
with  all  the  applaufes  which  fo  glorious  a  campaign 
deferved. 

Cardinal  Mazarin  could  no  longer  avoid  doingThe c?'di- 
juftice  to  the  merit  and  abilities  of  the  Vifcount ;  him ° the 
and  being  willing  to  acknowledge  the  fervices  Duchy  of 
he  had  done  France,  offered  him  the  Duchy  ofThierry~but 
Chateau-Thierry  :  But  as  this  was  one  of  thofe he  refufesit. 
eftates  which  the  Council  had  propofed  in  exchange 
for  Sedan,  Turenne  thought  he  could  not  accept  it 
without  prejudice  to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  his  bro¬ 
ther  ;  and  conftantly  refufing  all  the  Cardinal’s 
offers,  he  declared  he  would  accept  of  nothing  till  the 
exchange  was  compleated.  Being  little  concerned 
about  his  own  private  intereft,  and  wholly  intent  on 
what  refpedled  the  welfare  of  the  State,  he  was,  dur¬ 
ing  his  ftay  at  Court,  continually  reprefenting  to 
this  Minifter,  that  no  progrefs  would  ever  be  made  in 
Germany,  fo  long  as  the  army  of  France  continued 
feparated  from  that  of  Sweden  *,  becaufe,  whilfl:  the 
one  was  atffing  on  the  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  the 
other  in  the  hereditary  countries  of  Auftria,  it  was 
eafy  for  the  Imperialifts  and  Bavarians,  who  were 
between  the  two,  to  march  their  forces  to  that  fide 
where  they  flaould  find  themfelves  weakeft,  and  fo  hin¬ 
der  the  gaining  any  confiderable  advantage  over  them. 
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An.  i6<i6.Xhefe  reafons  had  their  weight  with  the  Cardinal  ; 
the  union  of  the  two  armies  was  refolved  on  •,  and  it 
was  entirely  left  to  the  Vifcount  to  put  the  grand 
projedt  in  execution. 

Thenegotia-  In  the  mean  time,  no  progrefs  was  made  towards 
“datdlf'a  general  peace  at  Munfter  ;  the  different  preten- 
the  Congrefs pons  of  the  powers  affembled,  daily  increafed  the 
ThJde^1’  divifions  among  them.  France  demanded  of  the 
mands  of  Emperor,  by  way  of  fatisfadtion,  the  city  of  Brifac, 
with  Brifgau,  Alface,  and  Philipfbourg,  and  the 
Bifhoprics  of  Metz,  Toul  and  Verdun ;  in  a 
word,  all  fhe  had  feized  or  conquered  from  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  for  an  hundred  years  paft.  Swe¬ 
den  claimed  both  Pomerania’s,  the  Archbifhopric  of 
Bremen,  and  the  Bifhopric  of  Verden  •,  demanded 
feveral  millions  of  crowns  to  defray  the  expence  of 
the  war  •,  and  infilled,  that  the  Elector  Palatine 
fhould  be  reftored  to  his  dignity  and  dominions, 
and  that  the  Proteftants  fhould  have  the  free  and 
publick  exercife  of  their  religion  allowed  them,  not 
only  in  the  hereditary  provinces,  but  throughout  all 
the  Empire.  The  Emperor, who  law  that  thefe  claims 
tended  to  dividethe  Germanic  body,  both  with  regard 
to  religion  and  its  civil  conftitution,  long  evaded 
the  demands  of  the  French  and  Swedes,  and  tried  all 
forts  of  artifices  to  difunite  them  :  but  by  the  wife 
conduct  of  the  King’s  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  and  of  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  in  the  army, 
the  interefts  and  councils  of  the  two  Crowns  con¬ 
tinued  united,  in  fpigh'c  of  all  the  intrigues  of  the 
Emperor’s  Minifters  at  Munfter,  and  the  cabals  of 
the  Swedilh  Generals  in  their  camp. 

The  pvetc.n-  The  Eledtor  of  Brandenburg,  the  head  of  the 
Ekao/of16  Calvinift  party,  had  a  juft  claim  to  Pomerania,  by 
Branden-  virtue  of  fome  antient  treaties  with  the  Dukes  of 
turs*  that  country,  and  oppofed  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Swedes,  who  infilled  that  that  Duchy  belonged  to 
them  by  right  of  conqueft.  This  affair  caufed  long 
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debates,  and  was  one  of  the  moft  difficult  to  adjuft  :  An.  1646- 
the  Minifters  of  Spain  excited  the  Elector  to  reject 
all  accommodation,  and  gave  him  hopes  of  affittance 
from  their  Matter. 

The  Ele&or  of  Bavaria,  the  head  of  the  Catho-Th=Prfter»- 
lick  party,  the  moft  able  and  moft  powerful  Prince  E°"a°r  lJ 
in  all  the  Empire,  had  advanced  the  Emperor  near  Bavaria, 
nine  millions  of  crowns,  and  taken  Upper  Auftria 
for  his  fecurity  :  the  Emperor,  to  fet  free  this  im¬ 
portant  province,  and  to  clear  himfelf  without  pay¬ 
ing  any  thing,  had  given  that  Prince  the  Upper 
Palatinate,  together  with  the  Electoral  Dignity,  after 
he  had  deprived  the  Ele<5for  Palatine  of  both. 

Since  the  progrefs  of  the  arms  of  France  and  Swe¬ 
den  in  Germany,  the  Emperor  was  become  a  fee¬ 
ble  fupport  to  the  Bavarian  family,  and  a  bad  gua¬ 
rantee  for  its  acquifitions.  The  Duke  found  he 
wanted  a  more  powerful  ally,  and  had  recourfe  to 
France :  under  pretence  of  religion,  hefent  his  Gon- 
fefior  to  the  Queen  Regent,  to  reprefent  to  her,  of 
what  confequence  it  was  to  the  Catholic  caufe,  that 
the  Eledtoral  Dignity  fhould  not  return  to  a  Protef- 
tant  Prince,  and  that  the  Catholic  religion,  which 
had  been  introduced  into  the  Upper  Palatinate,  fhould 
be  preferved  there.  Cardinal  Mazarin  heard  him 
favourably,  and  was  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  fup- 
porting  the  Duke,  as  well  to  hinder  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria,  which  would  put  the 
Swedes  into  a  condition  of  no  longer  wanting  either 
troops  or  fubfidies  from  France,  as  to  prevent 
the  ruin  of  Religion  in  the  Empire. 

The  differences  between  the  two  Crowns  ofThediffe- 
France  and  Spain,  were  ftill  more  difficult  to  be^nec“  tb^' 
reconciled.  The  French  promifed  to  abandon  Ca- Crowns  of 
talonia,  on  condition  that  Spain  would  give  up  tOgr*£“  and 
them  Routtiilon,  Artois,  and  Cambrefis.  By  the 
addition  of  thefe  provinces  to  Alface,  the  three  Bi- 
fhoprics  and  the  cities  demanded  of  the  Emperor, 
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An.  1646.  the  Frontiers  of  the  kingdom  would  be  extended, 
VYV  and  thiS  was  compleating  the  plan  of  Cardinal 
Richelieu,  which  his  fucceffor  ever  had  in  his  view. 
Whenever  Mazarin  could  not  bring  the  powers  of 
Europe  into  this,  by  way  of  negotiation,  he  con¬ 
tinually  ftarted  freflh  difficulties,  in  order  to  retard 
the  peace :  neverthelefs  being  always  willing  to  be 
thought  to  defire  it,  he  confented  that  the  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  the  United  Provinces  ffiould  be  me¬ 
diators  between  France  and  Spain  *,  but  the  Dutch 
foon  difcovered  that  Mazarin  fought  only  to  gain 
time,  and  they  declined  the  mediation.  The  Count 
de  Pegnaranda,  the  Spaniffi  Minifter,  treated  pri¬ 
vately  with  them,  to  induce  them  to  make  a  feparate 
peace  with  his  Mafter,  unknown  to,  and  exclufive 
of  France.  He  took  them  in  a  conjuncture  which 
was  favourable  to  his  defign :  the  Dutch  did  not 
much  like  the  character  of  that  Minifter,  and  dread¬ 
ed  the  power  of  the  King  :  if  they  feared  a  rup¬ 
ture  with  fo  warlike  a  nation  as  France,  they  feared 
much  more  to  put  themfelves  into  the  hands  of 
Mazarin. 

fKe  general  Thus  were  the  Catholics  treating  with  the  Protef- 
pongrefi.  tants  and  endeavouring  to  unite  with  them,  in  or¬ 
der  to  continue  a  war,  which  at  firft  had  been 
wholly  undertaken  in  defence  of  religion.  The 
Swedes  caballed  with  the  Emperor  againft  France 
their  ally  :  France  hearkened  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria 
in  order  to  hinder  the  Swedes  from  carrying  their 
conquefts  too  far  in  Germany  :  Spain  fupported 
the  EleCtor  of  Brandenburg,  the  head  of  the  Calvi- 
nift  league :  and  the  Dutch  fought  the  friendffiip  of 
the  Spaniards,  their  old  enemies.  Such  a  confufion 
was  there  of  views,  interefts  and  intrigues  at  Mun- 
fter  and  Ofnaburg.  Cardinal  Mazarin  at  Court, 
and  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  in  the  army,  took 
advantage  of  thefe  different  motions  for  five  years 
together,  and  artfully  made  ufe  of  them,  in  order 
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to  come  at  laft  to  that  very  conclufion,  at  which  An.  1646. 
they  had  always  aimed. 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  the  Vifcount  de  Tu-  The  Duke 
renne  left  the  Court,  and  returned  to  the  Rhine. "LufoUie 
The  Swedes  were  in  Heffe  *,  *  Wrangel  command-  Cardinal  Mi- 
ed  them,  and  had  fucceeded  Torftenlon,  who,  a£- 
ter  he  had  acquired  the  reputation  of  a  great  com-  ^  the  ai- 
mander,  was  retired  to  Stockholm,  on  account  of 
long  indifpofition.  As  foon  as  Turenne  had  af- 
fembled  his  army  near  Mentz,  he  fent  to  inform 
General  Wrangel  of  his  defign  to  pafs  the  Rhine 
atBaccarach,  crofs  the  country  of  NafTau  and  come 
to  him  in  Hefle.  He  was  upon  the  point  of  letting 
out  when  Cardinal  Mazarin  fent  him  word,  that 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria  had  promifed  the  King’s  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  at  Munfter,  to  keep  his  army  feparate 
from  that  of  the  Emperor,  provided  that  of  France 
did  not  pafs  the  Rhine :  that  it  was  the  King’s 
pleafure,  that  the  Vifcount  Ihould  abandon  all  the 
defigns  which  the  French  and  Swedes  were  to  have 
put  in  execution,  after  their  union  ;  and  that  he  Ihould 
leave  Germany,  and  go  and  befiege  Luxembourg, 

The  Vifcount,  furprized  at  this  change,  plainly  faw 
that  the  artifices  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  were  the 
true  caufes  of  it :  that  he  might  not  aifobey  fo  po- 
fitive  orders,  he  did  not  pafs  the  Rhine  *,  but  being 
perfuaded  that  the  fiege  of  Luxembourg,  in  this  crifis, 
would  utterly  ruin  the  King’s  affairs  in  Germany, 
he  found  out  feveral  pretences  for  delaying  that 
enterprize.  The  event  juftified  his  conduct,  and 
Ihewed  his  great  penetration  and  forefight.  Whilft 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria  was  amufing  the  Cardinal  with 
promifes,  his  army  ftill  continued  upon  the  march, 
and  at  laft  joined  that  of  the  Emperor  in  Fran¬ 
conia. 

*  Charles  Guftavus  Wrangel,  Count  of  Salmitz,  and  afterwards  Ccnfta- 
fcle  and  Captain  General  of  Sweden, 
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An.4646.  The  Imperialifts  and  Bavarians,  with  ail  their 
forces,  placed  themfeives  between  the  French  and 
count  com-  the  Swedes.  The  bridge  of  the  Rhine  at  Philipf- 
lon^and7  *  hourg  was  become  ufelefs,  and  the  Vifcount  could 
painful  not  go  into  Heffe  through  the  country  of  Nafiau, 

marcii.  which  the  enemy  pofleffed  *,  and  it  feemed  impof- 

fible  for  him  to  join  the  Swedes.  Whether  the  Em¬ 
peror  had  gained  Wrangel,  or  the  Duke  of  Bava¬ 
ria  alone  had  broken  all  the  meafures  of  France, 
it  is  certain  that  a  flop  was  going  to  be  put  to  all 
the  fuccefs  of  that  Crown  in  Germany,  if  Turenne 
had  not  continually  found  refources  in  his  own  abi¬ 
lities.  He  inftantly  refolved  what  to  do,  wrote  to 
the  Cardinal,  and  without  waiting  for  an  anfwer, 
immediately  began  to  put  his  defign  in  execution. 
He  left  part  of  his  infantry  at  Mentz,  marched 
with  the  reft,  and  all  his  cavalry,  towards  the 
Mofelle,  forded  that  river  fix  leagues  above  Cob- 
lentz,  croffed  the  Ele&orate  of  Cologn,  went  through 
the  county  of  Meurs  to  Rhimberg  •,  and  not  being 
able  to  get  a  paffage  over  the  Rhine,  but  through 
the  cities  which  belonged  to  Holland,  he  fent  to 
afk  leave  of  the  Dutch  to  pafs  atWefel,  and  after 
fourteen  days  march  arrived  at  the  gates  of  that  city. 
The  Dutch  garrifon  refufed  to  open  them  •,  but  the 
Count  d’Avaux,  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  happen¬ 
ing  fortunately  to  be  in  that  city,  he,  with  many 
remonftrances,  obtained  leave  for  the  King’s  army 
to  enter  it.  Then  the  Vifcount  difpatched  a  cou¬ 
rier  to  General  Wrangel  to  communicate  his  defign 
to  him  •,  pafied  the  Rhine  on  the  fifteenth  of  July, 
continued  his  rout  through  the  county  of  La  Mark, 
along  the  Lippe,  to  Lipftadt,  and  from  thence 
turned  to  the  right  crofs  Weftphalia  •,  and  at  length, 
after  a  march,  which  was  as  expeditious  as  painful 
he  joined  the  Swedifh  army  commanded  by  Gene¬ 
ral  Wrangel,  and  the  Count  de  Konigfmark,  who., 
fince  the  departure  of  the  Duke  d’Enguien,  was 
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returned  to  ferve  with  Turenne.  This  fo  much  de-  An.  1646. 
fired  union  was  made  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  on'^V^O 
the  frontiers  of  Heffe,  between  Wetzlar  and  Gieflen, 
on  the  river  Lohn,  with  all  the  ceremony  and 
marks  of  refpedt  due  to  the  army  of  France  ;  the 
Swedes  drew  up  in  battalia,  gave  two  falvoes, 
and  would  have  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  give  the 
word. 

The  Imperialifts  and  Bavarians  had  clofely  fhut 
up  General  Wrangel,  but  durft  not  attack  him,  Bavarians re- 
becaufe  he  kept  himfelf  entrenched  in  an  advantage-  t!re»„a?d 

1  vifcount 

ous  poll,  till  the  French  fhould  arrive.  Upon  pafles  the 
the  news  of  their  arrival,  the  enemy  retired  fixMcin* 
leagues  from  thence,  and  encamped  near  the  City  of 
Fridberg.  The  French  and  Swedifh  armies  a- 
mounted  to  7000  foot  and  10000  horfe,  with  fixty 
pieces  of  canon  ;  the  Imperialifts  and  Bavarians  had 
14000  horfe  and  10000  foot,  with  only  fifty  pieces 
of  canon.  This  fuperiority  did  not  hinder  the 
Vifcount  from  marching  to  them,  and  advancing 
as  far  as  Fridberg.  The  Archduke  Leopold  was 
fo  far  from  offering  battle,  that  he  employed  him¬ 
felf  day  and  night  in  making  deeper  the  entrench¬ 
ments  of  his  camp,  in  which  he  was  almoft  buried 
already.  Turenne,  who  wanted  only  to  pafs,  con¬ 
tinued  his  rout  towards  the  Mein,  and  halted 
between  Frankfort  and  Hanau,  ten  leagues  from 
Mentz,  from  whence  he  fent  for  the  reft  of  his 
infantry.  All  the  troops  of  the  allies  being  now 
united,  Turenne  and  Wrangel  paffed  the  Mein, 
and  marched  down  the  river  and  took  Selingenftat 
and  Afchaffembourg  ;  and  the  alarm  immediate¬ 
ly  fpread  through  all  the  country,  where  people 
hoped  to  have  enjoyed  great  tranquillity,  under 
the  fhelter  of  two  powerful  armies.  The  pea- 
fants  abandoned  the  country  and  fled  in  crowds  for 
refuge  to  the  neighbouring  cities,  where  the  magi- 
ftrates  opened  their  gates  to  the  allies  :  but  as  their 
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An.  1 646. army  did  not,  at  moft,  exceed  20000  men,  they 
could  not  put  garrifons  in  all  the  places,  with¬ 
out  weakening  it :  and  they  contented  themfelves 
with  blowing  up  the  fortifications  of  fome,  and 
taking  the  principal  inhabitants  for  hoftages  from 
others. 

wnrtdeTu  When  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  knew  that  the  allies  had 

rennc  opens  paffed  the  Mein,  he  broke  down  the  bridges  ofDil- 
t he  three;0  ^n8en  and  Hockftet  upon  the  Danube,  which  was  the 
Circles  of  only  barrier  to  his  dominions, ordered  his  moft  valuable 
Franconia,  to  be  removed  from  Munich  to  Burkhaufen, 

Bavaria,  and  complained  bitterly  to  the  Emperor  of  tiie  Arch¬ 
duke  Leopold,  who  had  fo  ill  defended  Germany. 
Indeed  this  Prince,  by  not  oppofing  the  allies  at 
Fridberg,  had,  in  effedt,  opened  a  way  to  them 
into  Franconia,  Swabia,  and  Bavaria  •,  the  places 
lfored  with  provifions  in  thefe  three  Circles,  were 
expofed  to  pillage,  becaufe  no  care  had  been  taken 
to  fortify  them,  in  confidence  that  they  would  be 
fecure  from  infults,  behind  all  the  forces  of  the 
Empire,  which  were  to  defend  the  paffage  of  the 
Mein.  The  booty  might  have  been  ineftimable, 
and  the  Vifcount  might  have  demanded,  for  him- 
felf  alone,  100000  crowns  contribution  per  month, 
without  doing  any  thing  contrary  to  the  ufages  of 
war :  but  with  an  unparallelled  difintereftednefs, 
he  only  took  out  of  the  enemy’s  magazines  what 
was  fufficient  to  fubfift  his  army.  Whilft  the  Im- 
perialifts  and  Bavarians,  to  the  furprize  of  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  continued  unadtive  in  the  country  of  Fulde, 
to  which  they  had  retired,  the  armies  of  France 
and  Sweden  entered  Franconia  and  Swabia,  took 
Schorndcrf,  Dinkefpuhel  and  Nordlinguen,  and 
palled  the  Danube  at  Donawert  and  Lavingen, 
whofe  bridges  had  not  been  broken  down.  Imme¬ 
diately  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  retired  toBraunaw,  on 
the  river  Inn,  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  in  his  ca¬ 
pital.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  and  General 
3  Wrangel 
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Wrangel  ftill  advanced  farther  into  the  country,  and  An.  1646. 
croffed  the  Lech,  on  the  twenty  fecond  of  September. 

The  Swedes  went' and  befieged  the  city  of  Rain, 
which  is  one  of  the  beft  fortrefles  in  Bavaria,  and  the  He  bef,eges. 
Vifcount  fent  the  Marquis  de  Beau vau  with  500 ttkesThe  d- 
horfe  to  fummon  Aufburg  to  furrender.  When^  ofR:'in• 
the  magiftrates  in  their  furprife  and  dread,  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  capitulate,  General  Wrangel,  fearing 
left  the  French  fhould  make  themfelves  mafters  of 
the  place,  lent  word  to  the  Vifcount,  in  order  to  di¬ 
vert  him  from  that  enterprife,  that  he  met  with  great 
oppofition  in  the  fiege  of  Rain,  and  intreated  him 
to  come  immediately  to  his  afliftance.  Turenne,  be¬ 
lieving  that  the  magiftrates  of  Aufburg  would  pro¬ 
tract  their  negotiations  as  long  as  they  faw  the  Swe- 
difh  army  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Rain,  haftened 
thither,  and  recalled  the  Marquis  de  Beauvau  from 
Aufburg,  hoping  to  return  thither  foon  and  befiege  it 
with  bo;h  armies.  He  opened  trenches  for  a  fecond 
approach  as  foon  as  he  came  to  Rain,  and  on  the  third 
day  got  to  the  foot  of  the  baftion.  The  befieged 
beat  the  chamade  on  the  fide  of  his  attack,  capitu¬ 
lated  with  him,  and  marched  out  to  the  number  of 
2000  men.  During  thefe  three  days,  Wrangel  fpake 
often  to  the  Vifcount  of  the  rights  Sweden  had  to 
the  city  of  Aufburg,  becaufe  the  great  Guftavus 
had  formerly  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it  ^  and  infinu- 
ated,  that  it  rather  belonged  to  the  Swedes  than  the 
French  to  appoint  a  Governor  there  when  it  fhould 
be  taken.  Then  Turenne  faw  what  was  the  true  reafon 
for  which  Wrangel  had  fent  for  him,  and  the  falle 
ftep  he  had  taken  in  abandoning  Aufburg  :  but  it 
was  now  irrecoverable :  the  Bavarians  from  Mem- 
mingen,  to  the  number  of  between  12  and  1500, 
were  already  entered  into  Aufburg  :  neverthelefs, 
he  marched  thither,  in  hopes  of  carrying  it  before 
the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  armies  could  come  to  its 
afliftance.  The  Vifcount  and  General  Wrangel 
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An.  1646.  took  up  their  quarters  round  the  place,  each  opening 
U'W'VJ  trenches  for  an  approach  on  the  fide  where  he  was 
polled  :  and  in  a  Ihort  time  they  advanced  to  the 
edge  of  the  ditch,  which  was  very  wide  and  very 
deep. 

The  Arch-  The  Duke  of  Bavaria  in  this  alarm  declared  to 
the  Emperor,  that  he  would  ftrike  up  anaccommo- 
Bavarians.  dation  with  France,- if  this  important  city  was  fufxer- 
ed  to  be  taken,  between  which  and  Munich  there 
was  no  place  of  defence.  The  Emperor  fearing  the 
defection  of  the  Bavarians,  ordered  the  Archduke  to 
march  :  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  armies  left  the 
country  of  Fulde,  took  their  rout  by  Schweinfurt, 
Bamberg,  and  Nuremberg  in  Franconia,  penetrated 
into  the  Upper  Palatinate,  where  they  found  fome 
new  reinforcements,  and  palled  the  Danube  at  * 
Straubing.  The  Archduke  foon  appeared  near 
Aufburg,  with  an  army  much  fuperior  to  that  of 
the  allies,  and  the  Vifcount  and  Wrangel  were  obli¬ 
ged  to  retire  nine  or  ten  leagues  from  it,  towards  La- 
vingen.  On  the  other  hand  the  Archduke  palfed  the 
Lech,  and  came  and  encamped  inSuabia,  between 
Memmingen  and  that  river,  about  five  leagues  from 
Landfperg,  where  he  had  a  great  magazin  of  pro- 
vilions.  His  fcheme  was  to  attack  the  allies  when 
their  forrage  fhould  be  confuined,  and  oblige  them 
to  retire  as  far  as  Franconia.  By  thus  driving  them 
from  Suabia,  he  would  have  been  able  to  have  re¬ 
taken  in  the  winter,  without  any  fiege,  all  the  places 
they  had  conquered  :  and  all  the  exploits  of  this  cam¬ 
paign  would  have  been  ufelefs. 

Ths  vif-  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  and  General  Wrangel 
count  faw  through  the  defigns  df  the  Archduke,  and  refol- 
tothe' Arch-  ved  to  march  up  to  him.  It  was  now  the  beginning 
duke’s  camp  of  November,  the  feafon  was  fevere,  and  the  ground 
tackhigit.31" was  covered  with  fnow  :  the  army  weak  and  fa¬ 
tigued  wanted  horfes,  arms  and  cloaths :  but  not- 

*  See  Puffendorf>  dt  rebus  Suecich , 
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withftanding  allthefe  inconveniencies,  they  marched  An.  1646- 
towards  Memmingen,  to  the  fide  where  the  enemy 
was.  After  they  had  viewed  their  camp,  they 
judged  it  a  rafh  thing  to  undertake  to  force  it  :  the 
Archduke  had  polled  himfelf  behind  great  marfhes 
and  long  defiles,  and  had  added  all  the  precautions 
of  art  to  the  advantages  of  nature  in  fortifying  his 
trenches. 

Neverthelefs,  in  order  to  make  this  Prince  believe  The  vif- 
they  defigned  to  attack  him,  they  drew  near  his  lines  •, 
and  then  leaving  at  fome  diftance  from  them  a  large  him,  and  in¬ 
front  of  2000  horfe,  to  cover  the  march  of  the  reft 
of  the  army,  they  made  all  hafte  to  the  banks  of 
the  Lech,  palled  it  over  the  bridge  the  Imperialifts 
had  left  there,  and  advanced  to  Landfperg,  which 
they  took  by  aftault.  Thus  they  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  the  enemy’s  magazines,  and  had  fix 
months  provifions  for  their  army  which  encamped 
round  this  city,  from  whence  they  fent  to  levy  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  very  gates  of  Munich.  The  Arch¬ 
duke  finding  himfelf  by  this  means  without  provi¬ 
fions,  and  having  two  great  armies,  was  forced  to 
repafs  the  Lech  :  and  when  he  had  leparated  from 
the  Bavarians,  put  the  Imperialifts  into  winter  quar¬ 
ters  in  the  hereditary  countries.  The  Duke  of  Bavaria, 
much  diftatisfy’d  with  Leopold,  refolved  from  that 
time  to  abandon  the  Emperor  and  take  care  of  him¬ 
felf,  by  making  peace,  in  order  to  favehis  dominions, 
which  he  faw  become  a  prey  to  the  French  and 
Swedifh  troops.  The  allies  had  decamped  from  a- 
bout  Landfperg,  ravaged  all  Bavaria,  and  were 
returned  near  to  Memmingen.  The  Duke  thus  hard 
preffed,  defined  a  truce  of  the  French  Plenipotenti¬ 
aries  at  Munfter  and  Ofnaburg  :  they  fent  Croiffi, 
a  Counfellor  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  to  know  of 
the  Vifcount  the  true  State  of  Affairs  in  Germany. 
Conferences  were  held  at  Ulm  :  Baufchenberg, 

General  of  the  Bavarian  artillery,  wras  fent  thither 

by 
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An.  i646.by  the  Duke,  and  Major  General  Tracy,  by  the 
Vifcount,  whofe  advice  governed  all  the  delibe¬ 
rations.  At  laft,  on  the  fourteenth  of  March, 
the  following  articles  were  agreed  on  :  That  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria  fhould  feparate  himfelf  entirely 
from  the  interefts  of  the  Emperor  ;  That  he  fhould 
no  longer  aflift  him  with  his  troops  That  he  fhould 
give  a  paffage  and  provifions  to  the  King’s  troops  ; 
and.  That  the  cities  of  Lavingen,  Gondelfingen, 
and  Hochftet  in  the  Circle  of  Bavaria,  and  the  other 
places  between  Ulm  and  Donawert  fhould  continue 
in  the  hands  of  the  Molt  Chriftian  King.  The  Vif¬ 
count  infilled  on  this  laft  article,  that  in  cafe  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria  fhould  break  his  word,  as  he  had 
already  done,  he  might  be  brought  to  reafon  by 
means  of  thefe  places,  which  opened  a  way  into  his 
dominions. 

An.  1647.  After  the  retreat  of  the  Bavarians,  the  Emperor’s 
The  vif-  army  was  reduced  to  5000  foot  and  6000  horfe  : 
ceivesorders  the  French  and  Weymarian  troops,  which  were  re- 
tokaveGer  ^re^ec^  an^  recruited,  together  with  the  Swedes 
many  and r  commanded  by  Wrangeland  Konigfmark,  amount- 

FJanders”10  ^  £°  nCar  I4’°°°  f°ot  a°d  20,000  horfe*  This 
great  fuperiority  fo  terrified  thelmperialifts  that  they 
durft  not  appear,  and  at  the  fame  time  determined 
the  Cardinal  Minifter  to  recal  the  Weymarians  and 
French  from  Germany  :  he  would  have  them  ferve 
in  Flanders,  where  the  army  was  much  diminifhed, 
fince  a  great  part  of  it  had  been  fent  into  Catalonia 
under  the  Duke  d’Enguien,  now  become  Prince  of 
Conde  by  the  death  of  his  father  in  laft  December* 
The  V  if  count  de  Turenne  forefeeing  that  the  Ger¬ 
man  regiments  would  make  a  difficulty  of  marching 
into  Flanders,  warmly  oppofed  this  feparation. 
He  fent  feveral  Couriers  to  the  Cardinal,  to  remon- 
ftrate  to  him,  that  the  ruin  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
was  certain,  if  the  two  armies  continued  united  *,  that 
by  their  feparation,  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  would 
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be  at  liberty  to  turn  againft  the  Swedes  whenever  An.  1647. 
he  pleafed ;  that  there  was  no  danger  of  ma-  V^YV 
king  the  Swedes  too  powerful  in  Germany,  fo  long 
as  France  had  an  army  there  ;  and  in  fhort,  that 
the  King  would  be  in  a  condition  to  give  at  lead: 
as  powerful  a  protection  to  the  Catholic  religion  as 
that  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  The  friends  of  Bavaria 
and  the  Catholic  Princes  reprefented  on  the  contrary 
to  the  Queen  Regent,  That  the  continuance  of  the 
war  with  the  Emperor  would  utterly  deftroy  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  religion  in  Germany  •,  that  the  Swedes  alone 
would  reap  advantage  from  the  fall  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  ;  that  the  King  by  withdrawing  his  ar¬ 
my,  would  leave  the  affairs  of  the  empire  in  a  fort  of 
equilibrio,  fo  that  neither  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  nor 
the  Swedes  would  be  matters  of  it ;  and  laftly, 
that  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  keeping  up  his  army, 
would  always  incline  the  ballance  to  which  fide 
France  pleafed.  Thefe  reafons  prevailed  againft  the 
remonftrances  of  the  Vifcount  •,  and  the  want  of 
troops  in  Flanders  occafion’d  him  a  frefh  order  to 
march  thither.  The  Queen  had  firft  written  him  a 
letter  of  the  fifteenth  of  April,  in  which  fhe  ordered 
him  to  prepare  to  leave  Germany,  to  fecure  all  the 
places  he  had  taken,  and  put  faithful  Governors  in 
them  ;  but  ftill  left  him  at  liberty  to  haften  or  delay 
his  departure  as  occafion  required  :  but  in  another 
letter,  dated  in  May,  feeing  that  he  ftill  hefitated  a- 
bout  it,  fhe  ordered  him  to  march  immediately  to¬ 
wards  Luxembourg,  and  then  to  Flanders,  whither 
the  Archduke  was  gone  to  command  the  Spanifh 
troops.  The  Vifcount  being  at  laft  obliged  to  leave 
Bavaria,  before  he  went  to  Philipfburg  to  pafs  the 
Rhine  there,  took  Viblingenon  the  Danube  near  the 
Ulm,  Tubingen  on  the  Neckar  in  the  Dutchy  of 
Wirtemberg,  Steinheim  and  Hoechft  on  the  Mein, 
Darmftadt  and  Gernfheim  on  the  Rhine,  and  fome 
Other  places,  which  might  fecure  his  conquefts,  and 
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An.  1647. open  feveral  ways  into  the  heart  of  the  Empire. 
The  fortifications  of  fome  he  rafed,  and  placed  fmall 
garifons  in  others. 

General  R0-  In  the  mean  time,  the  Weymarian  troops  in  the 
theWeyma  Vifcount’s  army,  openly  declared  their  unwilling- 
rian  troops  nefs  to  go  into  Flanders :  Rofen,  an  officer  of  the 
!™^FianS  greate^  creckt  among  them,  who  had  been  taken 
ders.  prifoner  at  Mariendal,  and  was  juft  exchanged  ftnce 
the  truce  with  the  Bavarians,  was  glad  to  find  an 
opportunity  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  obedience  to 
the  Vifcount,  whofe  prefence  continually  reproached 
him  with  his  faults  at  Mariendal :  he  judged  of  Tu- 
renne  by  himfelf,  and  thought  he  would  never  for¬ 
give  him  his  having  been  the  chief  caufe  of  the  only 
defeat  he  had  ever  met  with.  Actuated  by  thefe  mo¬ 
tives,  he  had  thoughts  of  making  himfelf  matter  of 
this  body  of  Germans,  and  took  advantage  of  the 
difpofition  in  which  he  found  the  Weymarians,  to 
difengage  them  from  France,  and  keep  them  in  Ger¬ 
many.  Every  thing  favoured  his  defign  •,  thefe 
troops,  as  auxiliaries,  were  free  •,  they  loved  their 
own  country,  and  were  afraid  that  if  they  went  into 
T  enders,  they  fhould  be  incorporated  with  others, 
lofe  their  privileges,  and  not  have  the  fame  pay  :  the 
Emperor  and  the  Swedes  offered  them  ftill  more, 
and  France  was  five  or  fix  months  in  arrear  to  them. 
The  Cardinal  Minifter,  in  the  prefent  low  ftate  of 
the  finances,  had  not  been  able  to  promife  them 
more  than  one  month’s  pay,  and  had  even  in  that 
broke  his  word  to  them. 

The  wey-  The  Vilcourit  de  Turenne  had  ufed  all  methods 
marian  ^  to  induce  them  to  bear  with  this  delay  :  he  had  put 
S3  ^the  German  cavalry  into  quarters  where  they  had 
mountains  of  great  plenty,  and  had  procured  the  officers  new 
revolt”6  an  promotions,  governments  and  penfions  :  for  Rofen 
in  particular,  he  had  obtained  the  commiffion  of 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  horfe  :  but  the  ldlenefs  and 
cafe  the  Germans  enjoyed  in  their  quarters,  ferved 

only 
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only  to  raife  reflections  and  difcourfes  among  them  An.  1647. 
which  confirmed  them  in  their  mutiny.  The  Vif 
count  having  at  length  begun  to  march  after  the  laft 
order,  had  fcarce  pa  fled  the  Rhine  at  Philipfburg, 
before  the  Germans  openly  declared  that  they  would 
not  follow  him,  refuted  to  pafs  the  mountain  of  Sa¬ 
ver  ne,  and  threatned  to  return  back  :  fo  that  of  all 
the  Weymarian  cavalry  only  the  regiment  of  Turenne 
palled  it.  The  next  day,  the  chief  officers  of  this 
rebellious  cavalry  came  and  demanded  of  the  Vif¬ 
count  the  fix  months  pay  that  was  due  to  them  :  he 
anfwered,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  give 
them  any  money  till  they  came  into  Flanders  ;  that 
if  they  marched  thither,  he  would  procure  them  the 
ftrongeft  aflurances  from  Court  that  the  whole  fhould 
be  paid.  This  anfwer  not  being  Efficient  to  fup- 
prefs  the  fpirit  of  fedition  which  was  entered  into 
them,  he  fent  Rofen,  whofe  fidelity  he  had  never 
yetfufpeCled,  to  bring  them  to  their  duty.  Rofen  was 
fo  far  from  leflening  the  evil,  that  he  increafed  it, 
continued  with  them,  and  fent  the  Vifcount  word 
that  the  German  officers  detained  him  by  force  :  from 
that  time  he  aCted  as  a  General  who  acknowledg¬ 
ed  no  fuperior,  and  the  next  day  ordered  them  to 
march  i  he  fent  to  Strasburg  for  boats,  threatned  the 
inhabitants  to  burn  all  their  villages  if  they  refufed 
them,  and  continued  his  rout  towards  the  Rhine. 

The  Vifcount  immediately  followed  him  withTheVif- 
3000  foot,  four  French  regiments,  and  his  own  regi- thjWey'ma- 
ment  of  horfe  ;  marched  nine  German  leagues  in  one"2™10^' 
day,  and  came  up  with  the  rebels  as  they  were  be- Rhine! 
ginning  to  pafs  the  Rhine.  Rofen,  who  was  thun- 
derftruck  at  the  fight  of  him,  not  knowing  what  to 
do,  and  perhaps  imagining  that  he  could  yet  con¬ 
ceal  his  unfaithfulnefs  from  him,  faid  to  him,  you  fee 
bow  they  drag  me  along  with  them.  Thefe  words, 
and  Rofen’s  countenance,  convinced  Turenne  that 
he  was  betraying  him  •,  but  neverthelefs  he  thought  it 
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An.  1647.  neceftary  to  diffemble  his  refentment.  He  might 
lawfully  have  fallen  on  the  mutineers  their  conduit 
deferved  an  exemplary  punifhment ;  his  troops  were 
fuperior  in  number,  and  there  was  fo  great  a  confu- 
fion  among  theirs,  that  he  could  have  put  them  all  to 
the  fword.  But  Turenne,  who  was  the  father  of 
the  foldiery,  could  not  refolve  to  facrifice  fo  many 
brave  men,  who  had  ferved  the  King  fo  well, 
and  might  ftill  be  ufeful  to  him.  Thefe  humane 
fentiments  induced  him  to  comply  with  the  follicita- 
tions  of  fome  of  their  officers,  who  reprefented  to 
him,  that  it  would  be  the  more  eafy  to  bring  back 
the  mutineers  to  their  duty,  if  he  would  give  way  a 
little  to  their  firit  fury,  by  buffering  them  to  repafs 
the  river  :  he  confented,  provided  they  did  not 
march  far  beyond  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Vifcount  found  himfelf 
extremely  embarraffed.  On  one  hand,  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend,  that  the  Weymarians  would  de- 
fert  and  go  over  to  the  Emperor  or  the  Duke  of  Ba¬ 
varia,  who  had  been  compelled  by  force  to  make  a 
truce,  and  was  always  ready  to  renew  the  war  *,  and 
he  fbrefaw  the  utter  ruin  of  the  French  affairs  in  Ger¬ 
many,  if  the  Bavarians  ffiould  in  his  abfence  join 
with  the  Imperialifts,  after  they  had  drawn  off  from 
him  the  beft  part  of  his  troops.  On  the  other,  the 
Court  lent  him  pofitive  orders  to  leave  Germany  ; 
and  he  was  ivniible,  that  the  joining  his  army  to 
that  in  Flanders  would  put  the  French  into  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  ruin  the  Spaniards.  He  confidered  both  fides, 
and  at  laft  refolved  to  fufpend  his  journey,  upon  a 
convidtion  that  it  was  better  for  him  to  continue  in 
Germany  where  France  was  in  danger  of  lofing  all, 
than  to  go  to  Flanders,  where  all  that  could  be  pro- 
pofed  was  to  enlarge  her  conquefts.  When  he  was 
come  to  this  refolution,  he  lent  an  account  of  the 
reafonsof  his  condudt  to  Court  •,  kept  only  his  3000 
foot  and  his  regiment  of  German  horfe  with  him,  and 

ordered 


Vifcount  deTURENNE.  133 

ordered  the  four  other  regiments  of  French  horfe,  An.  1647. 
with  the  reft  of  his  army  which  was  already  at  Sa- 
verne,  to  march  on  to  Flanders. 

After  their  departure,  he  continued  near  a  month  Hepaffesthe 
on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  with  a  defign  to  ufe  alltheWeyma- 
poftible  means  to  recover  the  troops  which  had  al-riam> and 

x  y  ,  r  r  t~«  •  1  i  i  marches  to- 

ways  been  the  terror  of  the  bmpire,  and  not  to  make  wards  Phi- 
ufe  of  force,  till  he  found  them  ready  to  defert  andM>ure’ 
march  towards  the  hereditary  countries.  He  often 
difcourfed  with  the  German  officers,  advifed  them 
to  continue  faithful  to  France,  and  at  laft  regained 
them  all  except  Rolen.  Then  the  troopers  refufing 
to  obey  their  officers  any  longer,  chofe  commanders 
from  among  themfelves,  and  refolved  to  continue 
their  march.  As  Rofen  ftill  fomented  the  revolt, 
the  Vifcount  thought  the  only  means  entirely  to 
quafh  it,  would  be  to  put  him  under  arreft :  this  he 
had  not  immediately  an  opportunity  to  do  ;  but  that 
he  might  not  fail  of  one,  he  went  to  Rofen’s  quarters, 
refolving  never  to  leave  him.  Upon  the  news 
of  his  arrival,  the  Weymarians  removed  to  a  little 
diftance  ;  but  when  they  underftood  that  he  came 
alone  without  any  troops,  they  returned  again  in 
the  evening.  Turenne  fupped  at  Rofen’s  quar¬ 
ters  with  feveral  officers  whofe  fidelity  he  was  well 
allured  of :  the  evening  was  fpent  with  great  chear- 
fulnefs  and  mirth  :  the  Vifcount  appeared  to  be  with¬ 
out  any  defign  or  refentment,  or  even  a  fufpicion  of 
Rofen’s  unfaithfulnefs.  About  midnight,  he  was 
informed,  that  the  mutineers  were  mounting  their 
horfes,  and  marching  towards  the  Marquifate  of  Ba¬ 
den.  Highly  pleafed  with  their  not  taking  their 
rout  towards  Bavaria,  he  left  his  own  troops  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  and  determined  to  go  with 
them,  and  not  leave  them  till  they  came  near  Phi- 
lipfburg,  into  a  country  where  they  would  be  far 
from  the  Imperial  cities,  and  furrounded  with  French 
garrifons.  The  attempt  was  bold  :  but  being  well 
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An.  i647.affured  of  the  officers,  who  had  ferved  long  under 
him,  and  being  perfuaded  that  the  ibldiers  who  loved 
him,  would  ffiew  refpeCt  to  his  perfon,  he  thought 
this  ftep  neceffary,  in  fo  critical  a  conjuncture,  for 
the  interefts  of  France.  He  therefore  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  them,  accompanied  with  Rofen,  whom 
he  always  kept  in  his  fight :  he  fent  before  him  the 
Quarter-mafters  to  mark  out  their  camp  •,  did 
all  the  offices  of  General  as  ufual,  as  if  there  had 
been  no  revolt  •,  and  not  one  of  the  new  leaders  durft 
retain  the  leaft  ffiadow  of  authority  in  his  prefence. 
He  marched  thus  tv/o  days :  on  the  third,  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  fedition  came  to  the  General’s  quarters, 
again  to  demand  of  him  the  fix  months  pay  :  upon 
this  he  inftantly  mounted  his  horfe,  and  remonftrated 
to  the  foldiers,  without  vouehfafing  to  take  any  man¬ 
ner  of  notice  of  their  chiefs,  that  it  was  not  poffible 
for  him  to  pay  the  whole  fix  months ;  but  that,  if 
they  would  repafs  the  Rhine,  he  would  pay  them  one, 
and  ufe  all  his  intereft  at  Court  to  get  them  the  reft 
without  further  delay.  All  immediately  asked  him, 
^whether  he  would  be  fecurity  for  it :  many  there  are 
perhaps  who  would  not  have  fcrupled  promifing,  in 
order  to  extricate  themfelves  out  of  fuch  a  difficulty  : 
but  the  V  ifcount,  who  never  promifed  more  than  it 
was  in  his  power  to  perform,  and  who  thought  it  a 
diffionouring  himfelf  to  fail  in  his  word,  would  not 
engage  for  what  he  could  not  do, and  only  repeated 
what  he  had  faid.  He  faw  by  the  countenances  of 
the  chiefs,  that  this  anfwer  only  fowered  them,  and 
that  they  had  thoughts  of  fecuring  his  perfon.  He 
did  not  appear  to  guefs  at  their  intentions,  but  ftill 
kept  his  temper  ;  and  reaffirming  an  air  of  authori¬ 
ty,  which  was  natural  to  him  at  the  head  of  troops, 
he  commanded  *  them  to  return  to  their  quarters  : 
all  obeyed,  and  not  one  durft  make  any  reply. 
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Rofen,  who  was  fbill  with  the  Vifcount,  endea-An.  1647. 
voured  in  vain  to  perfuade  him  to  leave  an  army,  in 
which  he  could  not  continue  with  fafety  :  TurenneR0fen,  and 
would  not  ftir,  but  continued  to  march  at  the  headP"^u“t“e 
of  the  rebels  the  next  day  •,  and  at  length  they  ar-  Weymari- 
rived  at  Etlingen,  a  little  town  in  the  Marquifate  of  ienav*£°m> 
Baden,  eight  leagues  from  Philipfburg.  The  chief 
officers  lodged  in  the  place,  and  the  troops  encamp¬ 
ed  round  it.  That  very  night  he  caufed  privately 
to  come  from  Philipfburg  100  mulqueteers,  whom 
he  ordered  to  be  at  the  gates  of  Etlingen,  at  the 
opening  of  them  in  the  morning :  As  foon  as 
they  were  arrived,  he  ordered  the  guard  of  that 
gate  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  placed  50  of  thefe 
mufqueteers  to  guard  it  in  their  room  ;  and  with  the 
other  50  he  went  to  Rofen’s  lodgings,  put  him  un¬ 
der  arreft,  and  ordered  him  to  be  carried  prifoner  to 
Philipsburg,  where  he  was  detained  till  the  peace  of 
Weftphalia.  Then  he  fent  to  the  rebels  camp,  to 
inform  all  the  Officers  of  the  imprifonment  of  Ro¬ 
fen,  with  orders  not  to  acknowledge  him  any  longer 
as  their  Lieutenant-General.  Upon  this,  all  the 
Officers  of  the  mutineers,  down  to  the  very  cor¬ 
porals,  and  two  whole  *  regiments,  feparated 
themfelves  from  the  reft,  came  and  joined  the 
Vifcount,  and  promifed  him  an  entire  obedience  as 
their  chief  commander.  The  reft  of  the  Weyma- 
rians,  to  the  number  of  1500,  having  chofe  fome 
from  among  themfelves  to  command  them,  took 
the  road  to  Franconia,  and  marched  towards  the 
valley  of  Tauber,  with  incredible  expedition.  The 
Vifcount  followed  them  at  the  head  of  thofe  who 
were  returned  to  their  duty,  came  up  with  them  at 
Konigffiouen,  and  attacked  them :  300  he  cut  in 
pieces,  made  as  many  prifoners,  and  the  reft,  to  the  10  July, 
number  of  between  eight  and  nine  hundred,  gain’d 
the  banks  of  the  Mein,  join’d  theSwedifh  army, and 
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An-  1647.  entered  into  the  pay  of  that  Crown.  When  he  was 
going  to  hang  the  prifoners,  an  old  trooper  who 
was  leading  to  the  gallows,  opened  hisbofom,  and 
looking  the  Vifcount  ftedfaftly  in  the  face,  faid  to 
him,  General ,  don't  ftain  the  glory  of  your  noble 
actions,  by  caufing  an  old  foldier  who  is  covered  with 
fears ,  and  who  has  a  thoufand  times  braved  death 
tinder  your  flandards ,  to  die  by  the  hands  of  the  com¬ 
mon  hangman  f  :  The  Vifcount  was  foftened,  for¬ 
gave  him  and  all  the  reft,  and  incorporated  them 
in  his  own  troops,  to  which  he  returned.  The 
Court  did  juftice  to  his  merit  ;  all  the  world  ad¬ 
mired  his  courage,  prudence  and  humanity.  He 
had,  in  a  very  delicate  and  important  conjuncture, 
diffembled  the  moft  juft  refentments  ;  paid  court  tp 
his  inferiors,  without  leffening  his  authority  ;  chaf- 
tifed  particular  perfons,  without  lofing  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  body  ;  made  himfelf  refpeCted  by  the 
rebels  at  the  fame  time  that  he  put  himfelf  in  their 
power  ;  then  punifhed  fome,  and  pardoned  others, 
as  prudence  required  ;  and  at  laft  brought  back  the 
greateft  part  of  them  to  their  duty. 

Then  he  Turenne  came  to  Luxembourg  in  the  month  of 
Luxem-  September,  and  received  orders  not  to  go  further, 
t>our*,  *nd  but  employ  his  troops  in  taking  fome  places,  in  or- 
fty^i places.  der  t0  make  a  diverfion,  and  oblige  the  Spaniards  to 
divide  their  army  in  Flanders.  He  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  city  of  Virton,  the  caftle  of  Manguin, 
and  of  fome  other  places.  The  Archduke  not 
doubting  but  France  had  fome  great  defigns  on 
Luxembourg,  fent  thither  a  detachment  from  his 
army,  which  weakened  it  fo  much,  that  he  was 
fo  far  from  being  in  a  condition  to  undertake  any 
thing  in  Flanders,  as  not  to  be  able  to  fave  the  ci¬ 
ties  of  Dixmude,  laBafiie,  and  Lens,  which  were 
taken  by  the  Marfhals  de  Gaffion  and  de  Rantzau, 
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Daring  thefe  tranfadtions,  the  event  verified  what  An.  1647. 
the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  had  forefeen  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria.  The  Elector  feeing  that  the  backhk  ** 
Swedes  gained  great  advantages  over  the  Emperor,  droops  into 
and  fearing  left  they  fhould  grow  too  powerful,  ermacy‘ 
join’d  his  army  to  that  of  the  Imperialifts,  and 
thought  he  might  break  the  treaty  of  neutrality  with 
the  Swedes,  without  breaking  it  with  the  French. 
General*  Melander,  who  commanded  the  Imperial 
and  Bavarian  armies,  having  entered  HefTe,  drove 
Wrangel  as  far  as  the  Duchy  of  Brunfwick,  and 
retook  great  part  of  what  the  armies  of  France  and 
Sweden  had  conquer’d  the  laft  year.  The  Queen 
of  Sweden  informed  of  his  progrefs,  complained  to 
the  King  of  this  infradtion  of  the  Treaty  of  Ulm, 
and  earneftly  prefled  him  to  punifh  the  unfaith- 
fulnefs  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria.  The  Court  of 
France  fent  orders  to  the  Vifcount  to  return 
immediately  into  Germany :  he  left  Luxem¬ 
bourg,  marched  into  the  Palatinate,  made  the  Im¬ 
perialifts  and  Spaniards  raife  the  Siege  of  Wormes ; 
and  having  thrown  a  bridge  over  the  Rhine  near 
Oppenheim,  continued  fome  time  in  the  country  of 
Darmftad,  till  the  Swedes  were  in  a  condition  to 
march. 

-f*  It  was  during  his  ftay  in  this  country,  about He  receive* 
the  middle  of  December,  that  he  received  exprefs courtM^0™ 
orders  to  break  the  neutrality  with  the  Duke  ofbreakthe 
Bavaria :  a  formal  declaration  of  war  was  necef-”^h3t,i,ty 
fary  in  thefe  circumftances,  to  afliire  the  King’s Duke  ot  Bl- 
allies  of  the  fahhood  of  the  reports  already  fpread vam' 
all  over  Germany,  that  France  had  an  understanding 
with  Maximilian.  The  Vifcount  therefore,  to  re¬ 
move  all  doubt  concerning  it,  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  the  Eledtor,  and  at  the  fame  time  made  it 
publick. 

*  Peter  Melander,  Baron  of  Holtzappel,  Count  of  the  Holy  Empire. 

Siri.  Tome  xi.  p.  899. 
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I  wrote  fome  time  fince  to  your  Electoral 
Highnefs,  to  inform  you,  that  I  had  not  then 
received  any  orders  from  Court,  concerning 
what  I  was  to  do,  fince  your  rupture  with  the 
44  Swedes,  and  that  I  had  lent  a  Courier  to  France 
44  to  know  the  King’s  pleafure.  I  have  fince  re- 
44  ceived  orders  from  his  Majefty,  to  fend  a  trum- 
44  pet  to  your  Electoral  Highnefs,  to  inform  you, 

44  that  the  King  continues  in  the  fame  offenflve  and 
44  defenfive  alliance  with  the  Swedes,  in  order  to 
44  obtain  a  good  peace,  and  that  his  army  will  for 
44  the  future  act  jointly  with  theirs,  as  long  as  your 
44  Electoral  Highnefs  fhall  be  in  war  with  them. 

44  This  information  I  could  not  fail  of  doing  my  felf 
44  the  honour  to  give  you,  and  intreat  you  to  be- 
44  lieve  me  to  be,  Cfc. 

The  Duke  of  Bavaria  made  him  the  following 
anfwer.  44  Illuftrious  Prince,  yours  of  this  month, 

44  tho’  the  date  does  not  mention  the  day,  have 
44  been  delivered  me  by  your  trumpet,  and  I  there- 
44  by  learn,  that  you  have  received  orders  from 
44  the  Court  of  France,  to  break  the  neutrality  I 
44  had  concluded  with  that  Crown,  and  in  which  I 
44  had  exprefly  ftipulated,  that  I  would  not  ad- 
44  here  to  the  Treaty,  if  your  troops  fhould  ever 
44  for  the  future  a£t  either  offenfively  or  defenfively 
44  againft  me.  I  muft  confefs,  that  I  was  much 
44  furprized  at  the  renunciation  of  the  neutrality  by 
44  the  Crown  of  France,  that  it  is  what  I  did  not 
44  expect,  and  that  I  had  even  flattered  my  felf 
44  with  the  contrary,  from  the  declarations  that  were 
44  made  to  me  on  the  part  of  the  Queen  Regent^ 
44  and  Cardinal  Mazarin,  at  the  time  when  I  re- 
44  nounced  the  neutrality  fettled  between  me  and  the 
44  Crown  of  Sweden,  for  particular  reafons,  which 
44  I  explain’d  in  writing,  and  by  my  Ambafia- 
44  dors  at  Munfter.  Thofe  declarations  were  indeed 
44  contrary  to  the  prefent  refolution  3  but  neverthe- 

lefsj 


u 


Vifcount  de  TURENNE.  139 

lefs,  fince  it  is  a  thing  already  refolved  and  done.  An.  1647. 
‘‘  with  a  view,  as  it  is  faid,  to  procure  Peace, 
muft  be  fatisfied  •,  and  tho’  my  forces  are  not 
“  comparable  to  thofe  of  the  powerful  Crown  of 
“  France,  I  will  defend  my  felf  as  well  as  I  can, 

“  againft  thofe  who  fhall  attack  me,  in  confidence 
“  that  fince  they  will  not  adhere  to  my  pacifick  in- 
“  tentions,  God  will  blefs  my  arms,  that  I  may 
“  obtain  a  peace  •,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  will  en- 
“  deavour  to  defend  my  felf  againft  my  enemies. 

Munich ,  Dec.  30,  1647. 

After  he  had  received  the  King’s  orders,  the  Vif-^n 
count  pafied  the  Main,  the  nth  of  February,  and'^v'Xj 
went  to  the  frontiers  of  Hefle,  there  to  meet  the  ™evifcount 
Swedes.  He  marched  faft,  notwithftanding  the  Swedes  L 
ice,  and  fnows,  and  his  continual  want  of  forrage.Franconia* 
He  had  4000  foot,  4000  horfe,  and  20  pieces 
of  canon  :  and  the  fifteen  places  conquer’d  beyond 
the  Rhine  were  in  a  very  good  condition.  The 
Imperialifts  and  Bavarians  having  heard  the  news  of 
Turenne’s  march,  and  being  afraid  of  laying  be¬ 
tween  the  French  and  Swedifh  armies,  left  Hefle, 
retired  beyond  the  Danube,  and  pofted  themfelves 
under  Ingolftadt  in  Bavaria.  General  Wrangel,  when 
thus  delivered,  return’d  to  Hefle,  and  advanced  as  for 
as  Gelenhaufen  in  the  County  of  Hanau,  between 
Hefle  and  Franconia,  where  the  Vifcount  joined 
him  on  the  23d  of  March  :  from  thence  they  repafled 
the  Mein,  crofied  Franconia,  went  to  the  banks 
of  the  Danube,  and  there  refted  for  feven  days,  to 
confider  what  courfe  to  take.  Wrangel  and  Ko- 
nigfmarc  defigned  to  lead  the  armies  into  the  Pa¬ 
latinate  of  Bavaria,  and  from  thence  towards  Bohe¬ 
mia  *,  but  the  Vifcount  would  not  confent  to  it,  and 
reprefented,  that  this  would  carry  them  too  far  from 
Swabia,  the  only  place  from  whence  they  could  be 
fupply’d  with  ammunition  and  provifions  ;  that  the 
Bavarians  would  take  advantage  of  their  abfence,  to 

feize 


140  The  Hi  story  of  the  Book  II. 

An.  1 648.  feize  the  places  which  F ranee  held  beyond  the  Rhine ; 
V/YV  and  that  befides,  as  his  cavalry  had  not  been  in 
winter  quarters,  he  had  promifed  them  to  give 
them  time  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  be  recruited. 
Neverthelefs,  the  Vifcount  offered  to  go  towards 
the  Upper  Palatinate,  on  condition  that  Wrangel 
would  reftore  him  the  German  deferters,  or  give 
him  other  foldiers  in  their  room,  to  garrifon  and  de¬ 
fend  thofe  places  on  the  Rhine,  which  by  their  dis¬ 
tance  would  be  expofed  to  the  enemy’s  infults :  but 
the  Swedifh  Generals  were  fo  far  from  granting 
him  what  he  defired,  that  they  fought  only  to  de¬ 
bauch  from  him  the  reft  of  the  Weymarian  troops, 
which  he  had  in  his  army.  The  only  refource  the 
Emperor  had  left,  was  to  gain  the  Swedes,  and 
engage  them  to  feparate  themfelves  from  the  French : 
he  promifed  to  leave  them  all  they  had  conquered 
in  Germany,  provided  they  could  oblige  the  King 
to  give  up  his  pretenfions  to  the  lands  of  the  Em¬ 
pire.  Wrangel  and  Konigfmark  wanted  there¬ 
fore  to  draw  the  King’s  army  to  a  diftance  from  the 
Rhine,  with  a  view  of  making  ufe  of  it  to  fecure  the 
conquefts  in  the  heart  of  the  Empire,  which  were  to 
belong  to  them,  without  any  regard  to  the  prefer  va- 
tion  of  thofe  of  France  near  the  Rhine.  The  Vif¬ 
count  was  at  the  fame  time  concern’d  to  appeafe  the 
commotions  that  were  rifing  in  his  army  :  the  re¬ 
bellious  Weymarians,  who  had  entered  into  the 
Swedifh  pay,  were  continually  fowing  fedition ; 
and  the  advancement  of  feveral  of  thofe  deferters, 
who  were  promoted  to  be  officers,  could  not  fail  of 
exciting  the  jealoufy  of  their  old  companions,  who 
had  continued  faithful  to  the  Vifcount.  In  thefe 
circumftances,  all  his  prudence  was  wanting  to  pre- 
junftion he  vent  a  fecond  revolt,  which  might  have  been  more 
attacks^Ge-  Fatal  than  the  firft. 

derfandde-  He  withftood  with  conftancy  all  the  perfuafions 
feats  both  the  Swedifh  Generals  made  ufe  of  to  prevail  on  him 
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to  follow  them,  but  without  lefiening  the  good  cor- An.  1648. 
refpondence  he  refolved  to  keep  up  with  them. 

At  laft  Konigfmark  and  W range!  threatned  to  leave 
him,  and  in  order  to  make  him  afraid  of  it,  march¬ 
ed  towards  the  Upper  Palatinate.  But  this  artifice 
had  little  effect :  Turenne  was  perfuaded,  that  when 
the  Swedes  were  alone,  they  would  not  undertake 
to  go  farther,  and  halted  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Bam¬ 
berg.  And  he  was  not  miftaken  :  after  a  feint  of 
fome  days,  they  invited  him  to  come  near  Rot- 
temburg  on  the  Tauber.  The  two  armies  marched 
together  towards  the  frontiers  of  Wirtemberg,  and 
the  Generals  having  refrefiied  them  there,  agreed 
to  go  after  the  enemy,  in  order  to  fight  them. 

When  General  Melander  received  advice  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  two  armies,  he  made  hafte  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  Danube.  The  confederate  Generals  palled 
that  river  at  Lavingen,  and  there  left  their  heavy 
baggage  and  fick,  and  whatever  could  embarrafs 
them.  The  Vifcount  and  General  Wrangel  marched  May  15th. 
before  with  the  cavalry,  and  ordered  the  infantry  to 
follow  them  with  the  canon  as  faft  as  they  could. 

They  came  up  with  the  rear-guard  of  the  enemy’s  May  17th. 
army,  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Montecuculi, 
at  a  place  near  Aufburg  called  Zufmarhaufen 
or  the  river  Lutzen.  T urenne,  who  led  the  van 
guard,  charged  Montecuculi’s  fquadrons,  broke 
them,  obliged  them  to  feek  their  fafety  in  a  wood, 
and  drove  them  from  thence  into  a  little  plain. 

General  Melander,  who  had  been  informed  of 
the  ftate  of  his  rear-guard,  had  haftened  thither 
with  a  great  body  of  cavalry  :  the  battle  was  bloody, 
and  the  field  long  difputed  ;  at  laft  Melander  was 
killed,  and  his  cavalry  retired  in  diforder  into  ano¬ 
ther  wood,  at  the  other  end  of  the  plain.  Turenne 
came  thither  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  and  found  it 
lin’d  with  the  enemy’s  infantry,  whofe  fire  fufpen- 
dedthe  ardour  of  the  French  fquadrons  j  but  General 
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An.  1648.  Wrangel  having  entered  the  wood  through  a  by- 
'-'VvJ  way,  the  enemy,  when  furrounded  on  all  Tides,  could 
no  longer  refill; :  their  infantry  was  entirely  defeated, 
their  canon  and  baggage  taken,  and  their  cavalry 
put  to  flight  and  purfued  to  the  river  Schmult,  that 
was  fordable  only  in  one  very  narrow  place,  which 
was  guarded  by  Duke  Ulrick  of  Wirtemberg,  Ma¬ 
jor  General  of  the  Imperial  army.  This  Prince  had 
with  him  fix  or  feven  fquadrons  of  horfe,  and  three 
battalions  entrenched  beyond  the  river,  to  defend  the 
paffage  of  it.  As  the  French  had  no  infantry  to 
force  it,  they  pointed  the  artillery  they  had  taken 
from  the  enemy  againft  them,  but  to  no  purpofe  •, 
Duke  Ulrick  would  not  abandon  the  pafs,  though 
he  faw  half  his  men  fall  by  him  ;  he  flood  the  fire 
to  the  end  of  the  day;  had  five  horfes  killed  under 
him,  and  by  this  furprizing  firmnefs  preferved  the 
Imperial  army  from  being  cut  in  pieces :  Montecu- 
culi  took  advantage  of  it,  to  go  and  poll  himfelf 
under  the  canon  of  Aufburg.  The  intrepidity  of 
the  enemy  was  much  extolled,  who  flood  three  en¬ 
gagements  in  one  day,  loft  their  General,  and  yet 
were  not  difcouraged  either  by  the  difficulties  of  the 
retreat,  the  number  of  flain,  or  the  lofs  of  their  ar¬ 
tillery  and  baggage. 

May  19.  Two  days  after  the  defeat  of  Melander,  General 
towards^a-  Konigfmark,  feeing  his  affiftance  was  no  longer  ne- 
■varia.  ceflary,  marched  with  fome  troops  towards  Bohemia, 
whilft  the  Yifcount  deTurenne  and  General  Wrangel 
advanced  towards  Bavaria.  The  Imperialifts  left  a 
great  garrifon  in  Rain,  which  the  Elector  looked 
on  as  the  gate  into  his  dominions,  and  retired  into 
the  center  of  the  country,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of 
*  Piccolomini,  who  was  recalled  from  Flanders  to 
command  them.  The  Yifcount,  emboldened  by 


*  Oftavus  Piccolomini,  originally  of  Sienne  in  Italy,  afterwards  Prince  of 
the  Holy  Empire,  Knight  of  the  Gulden  Fleece  ifl  Spain,  and  Duke  of  Amalfi 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^ 
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their  retreat,  refolved  to  open  himfelf  a  way  into  An.  1648. 
Bavaria,  by  crofting  the  Lech.  The  enemy  had  a^YNJ 
bridge  there,  the  head  of  which  was  defended  by 
a  little  fort :  the  garrifon  was  fo  vigoroufly  attacked, 
that  they  fet  fire  to  the  bridge :  fome  of  the  Vif- 
count’s  foldiers  fwam  to  the  fire  and  put  it  out;  May  29. 
the  bridge  was  repaired,  the  fort  abandoned,  and 
the  French  army  pafled  the  Lech  here,  whilft  the 
Swedes  pafled  it  in  another  place.  When  the  two 
Generals  were  joined,  they  met  with  no  more  oppo- 
fition  :  without  lofing  time  by  forming  the  fiege  of 
Rain,  as  the  Bavarians  had  imagined,  they  pene¬ 
trated  into  Bavaria,  eroded  the  river  Ambre,  and 
took  Frifingen  on  the  Ifer,  where  they  found  a  very 
great  quantity  of  ammunition  and  provifions.  The 
Rivarians,  who  had  pafled  the  Ifer  at  Landfhut, 
had  juft  burnt  the  bridge  of  Frifingen,  and  being 
encamped  over-againft  the  allies  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  where  they  had  two  redoubts,  they 
with  their  fire  incommoded  the  fquadrons  which 
were  fent  to  found  the  fords :  but  upon  the  fight  of 
a  battery  of  fix  great  pieces  of  canon,  which  the 
Vifcount  raifed,  they  retired  in  the  night  between 
the  third  and  fourth  of  June,  went  and  burnt  the 
bridge  of  Landfhut,  and  abandoned  that  city  and 
Mofburg.  The  terror  was  univerfal  •,  the  German 
horfe  of  the  French  army  made  incurfions  as  far  as 
to  the  river  Inn,  from  whence  they  brought  feveral 
prifoners,  and  much  cattle  :  among  the  reft,  ten  horfe- 
men  in  particular  fwam  the  Inn,  and  though  naked 
and  without  arms,  drove  away  with  ftones  above 
500  Bavarian  peafants,  who  were  keeping  their 
flocks  in  a  meadow,  and  took  from  them  thirty 
horfes  *. 

The  Imperial  and  Bavarian  armies  were  then  re-  Bavlda  °f 
duced  to  3000  foot ;  and  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  leav;es  llis 
not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  in  his  capital,  went  to  feekjX^Tmo 

*  See  Pu  'endorf  dt  rtbus  Suecicis.  .th*  Ar.ch\ 
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An.  1648.  a  retreat  in  the  Archbifhopric  of  Saltzburg.  At 
feventy  eight  years  of  age  he  imbarked  with  the 
Princefs  his  wife  and  his  children,  and  from  his 
own  boat  faw  another  perifh,  in  which  were  his 
domeftics  and  his  equipage.  In  thefe  melancho¬ 
ly  circumftances  he  wrote  to  the  Emperor,  to  prefs 
him  to  conclude  a  peace,  and  to  Cardinal  Maza- 
rin,  to  give  him  a  lively  defer iption  of  his  mif- 
fortunes,  and  of  the  ravages  the  French  army  com¬ 
mitted  in  his  dominions  •,  but  he  received  no  anfwer, 
and  was  obliged  to  continue  feveral  months  with 
the  Archbilhop  of  Saltzburg.  This  Prelate,  though 
provoked,  was  very  ready  to  receive  the  Elebtor, 
who  had  fhewed  him  but  little  regard  during  his 
profperity. 

June  T2.  On  the  twelfth  of  Tune,  the  confederate  Gene- 
count  makes  rak  made  two  bridges  over  the  Ifer  at  Frifingen, 
an  irruption  paffed  that  river,  continued  their  march,  obliged  all 
jrno  Bavaria.  the  ci[;ies  t0  redeem  themfelves  from  fire  and  pillage, 
with  confiderable  fums,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
banks  of  the  Inn,  where  they  took  Muldorf,  whilft 
the  enemy’s  army  retired  toward  Paffau.  The  Vif- 
count  de  Turenne,  who  ftaid  a  fortnight  at  Mul¬ 
dorf,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  pafs  the  Inn,  in  order 
to  march  into  the  hereditary  countries :  the  river 
was  wide  and  deep,  there  were  no  boats,  neither 
could  piles  be  fixed  to  make  a  bridge.  On  the  fixth 
of  July  the  confederate  Generals  fet  out  from  Mul¬ 
dorf,  where  their  forrage  was  confumed,  and  went 
on  the  ninth  to  Newmark,  and  from  thence  to 
Egenfelden  on  the  Rot.  In  the  mean  time  Picco- 
lomini  croffed  the  Danube  at  Paffau,  and  arrived 
within  five  or  fix  leagues  of  the  French  and  Swedifh 
camp,  with  an  army  of  10000  foot,  and  15000 
horfe.  The  Vifcount,  inflead  of  continuing  on  the 
Inn,  thought  proper  to  go  to  Dingelfing  on  the 
Ifer,  where  there  was  greater  plenty  of  forrage  :  the 
enemy  arrived  the  next  day  at  Landfhut  on  the  fame 

river. 
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river,  and  there  encamped  a  whole  month,  without  An.  1648. 
daring  to  attack  the  Vifcount.  From  this  camp 
they  were  obliged  to  fend  fome  troops  into  Bohe¬ 
mia,  where  Konigfmark  had  furprized  the  city  of 
Prague  ;  befides,  their  army  was  daily  weakened 
by  the  frequent  Ioffes  they  fuftained  in  rencounters 
between  fmall  parties  :  Prince  Ulrick  of  Wir- 
temberg  was  taken  prifoner  in  one  of  them,  and 
this  misfortune  utterly  difcouraged  them  ;  Provi- 
fions  failing  in  the  two  armies,  the  enemy  retired  to¬ 
wards  Munich,  the  allies  drew  near  to  Mofburg. 

The  Vifcount  fet  out  from  thence  on  the  fourth  of 
September,  with  800  mufketeers,  ten  regiments  of 
horfe,  one  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  four  pieces  of 
canon,  for  Dachaw  on  the  river  Amber,  almolt 
in  fight  of  Munich,  and  that  city  immediately  fur- 
rendered.  The  French  and  Swedes  ftaid  near 
Mofburg  till  the  firft  of  Odtober,  and  then  left  October  1. 
the  enemy’s  country  which  they  had  been  pillag¬ 
ing  and  laying  waffe,  upon  the  approach  of  the 
winter  feafon.  Such  was  the  irruption  into  Bava¬ 
ria,  in  which  the  enemy  were  purfued  from  city 
to  city,  from  poll  to  poft,  from  river  to  river, 
without  intermiffion,  for  four  months  together  : 
during  which  the  whole  country  was  expofed  to 
the  fury  of  the  foldiers,  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Mu¬ 
nich,  Ingolftadt,  Ratifbon,  and  Prague  •,  and  in 
which,  neverthelefs,  no  confiderable  adlion  hap¬ 
pened,  but  only  a  few  convoys  were  taken,  and  foine 
parties  defeated. 

On  the  tenth  of  October  the  French  and  Swedifhoa0b«r  to. 
armies  repaffed  the  Lech  near  Landfberg  ;  and  on  Lech* * 
the  fifteenth  croffed  the  Danube  at  Donawert,  andanri  the  m- 
came  to  refrefh  themfelves  in  the' neighbourhood  of”e“?v’s‘l"vice 
Lavingen.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  making th3tth'Pe3cc: 
preparations  tor  penetrating,  the  next  campaign,  at  Mua. 
into  Auftria,  and  marching  up  to  Vienna,  when  aft«- 
courier  from  the  Count  Servien  brought  him  advice 
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An.  1648.  of  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  at  Munfter,  and 
the  cefiation  of  arms  agreed  on,  till  the  ratifi¬ 
cation  of  it.  At  the  fame  time  the  Eledtor  of 
Mentz,  the  Duke  of  Wirtemburg,  feveral  other 
Princes,  the  Magiftrates  of  towns  corporate,  and 
fome  Embaffadors  wrote  to  him  to  congratulate  him, 
declaring  that  this  peace,  which  had  been  fo  much 
defired,  was  as  much  the  fruit  of  his  condudl  and 
victories,  as  the  work  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  *. 

The  motives  Two  confiderable  events  had  induced  Cardinal 
ducedthe  Mazarin  to  grant  the  Emperor  a  peace.  Thebreak- 
feverai  ing  0ut  0f  the  inteftine  troubles  in  France,  and  the 
makTa0  feparate  peace  the  Dutch  had  juft  made  with  Spain. 
pcac«.  The  Emperor,  on  the  other  hand,  who  was  much 
reduced  by  his  misfortunes,  confented  to  every  thing 
France  required  :  Chriftina  Queen  of  Sweden,  con¬ 
tent  with  the  victories  fhe  had  already  gained,  pre¬ 
ferred  the  cultivation  of  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences 
to  the  noife  and  glory  of  arms.  The  Proteftants, 
who  were  at  firft  animated  by  their  religion,  were 
much  come  off  from  their  zeal  for  the  intereft  of 
the  Eledtor  Palatine  •,  and  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  like 
an  able  politician,  found  means  to  procure  himfelf 
wonderful  advantages  from  this  difpofition.  Spain 
only  refufed  to  grant  France  her  demands,  and  the 
war  continued  between  thole  two  Crowns,  till  the 
peace  of  the  Pyrenees  :  all  the  other  powers,  abat¬ 
ing  of  their  pretenfions,  fhewed  the  fame  defire  for 
a  peace,  which  was  at  laft  concluded  and  folemnly 
figned. 

article!^/  The  treaty  was  begun  with  a  claufe  of  general 
theCpeac°eof  oblivion  of  all  that  was  paffed,  and  the  decifion  of 
Weftphaiia.  the  differences  about  the  States  of  Lorrain,  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  treaty  which  fhould  be  made  between 
France  and  Spain.  Then  thefe  chief  articles  were 
fettled,  which  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the 
Empire,  and  in  all  Europe :  That  Maximilian  Duke 

•  See  the  Authorities.  Numb.  •», 
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of  Bavaria,  and  his  defcendants,  fhould  continue  to  An. 
enjoy  the  Electoral  Dignity  formerly  poflefled  by  the 
Electors  Palatines,  with  all  its  prerogatives*  the  Up¬ 
per  Palatinate  and  the  county  of  Cham  *,  on  con¬ 
dition  that  he  give  up  the  thirteen  millions  due  to  him 
from  the  Emperor,  and  all  his  pretenfions  to  the 
Upper  Auftria :  That  in  order  to  make  the  de¬ 
prived  Palatine  amends,  an  eighth  Electorate  fhould 
be  created  in  his  favour,  and  that  the  Lower  Palati¬ 
nate  fhould  be  reftored  to  him  in  the  fame  extent,  and 
with  the  fame  rights  which  his  predeceffors  had  en¬ 
joyed  before  the  troubles  in  Bohemia  :  that  if  either 
of  thefe  two  branches  of  the  Palatine  family  fhould 
fail,  the  Electoral  Eftates  and  Dignity  fhould  be 
United  in  the  furvivor,  and  the  new  Electorate  be 
extinft  t  that  the  Emperor  fhould  reftore  what  he 
had  taken  from  the  EleCtor  of  Triers :  that  the 
Proteftants  of  the  Aufburg  confeflion  fhould  be  pre- 
ferved  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  i  that 
France  fhould  reftore  to  the  Duke  of  'Wirtemberg 
the  places  fhe  had  taken  from  him  :  that  the  Mar¬ 
grave  of  Baden  fhould  be  put  into  the  fame  condi¬ 
tion  in  which  he  was  before  the  troubles  in  Bohe¬ 
mia  t  That  the  affair  of  the  fucceffion  of  Juliers 
fhould  be  amicably  determined  :  that  juftice  fhould 
be  done  to  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  :  that  the  power 
and  authority  of  the  Diets  fhould  be  reftored,  and 
the  liberty  preferved  to  the  German  Princes  of 
uniting  among  themfelves,  and  making  alliances 
with  foreigners  for  their  own  defence  ;  provided  it 
was  not  done  againft  the  Emperor  or  the  Empire  : 
that  the  fupreme  fovereignty  of  the  Biflioprics  of 
Metz,  Toul,  and  Verdun,  and  thefe  three  cities, 
with  their  dependencies,  fhould  belong  to  the  Crown 
of  France,  and  be  united  to  it,  except  only  the  me¬ 
tropolitan  right,  which  fhould  ftill  belong  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Triers:  that  the  Emperor  and  Empire 
fhould  yield  to  France  the  right  of  property  and 
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An.  1648.  fovereignty  to  Pignerol  in  Piedmont,  as  likewife 
all  their  right  and  property  in  the  city  of  Brifac,  the 
Sundgau,  the  Upper  and  Lower  Alface,  with  a 
power  of  keeping  Philipfbourg  under  her  protec¬ 
tion,  and  having  a  garrifon  in  it  :  That  France 
fhould  reft  ore  to  the  Archduke  the  four  Foreft  cities, 
with  all  their  dependencies,  and  pay  him  three  mil¬ 
lions  of  livres  in  three  years :  that  the  Archbifhop- 
ric  of  Bremen,  and  the  Bifhopric  of  Verden,  fhould 
be  turned  into  lay  fees,  and  given  to  Sweden  ;  that 
Sweden  fhould  hold  them  immediately  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  with  a  vote  in  the  Diets  :  and  that  the  port  of 
Wifmar,  Hither  Pomerania,  the  iflands  of  Rugen 
and  Wollin,  the  city  of  Stetin,  and  feveral  other 
very  confiderable  places  fhould  likewife  be  given  up 
to  the  Swedes.  Thus  ended  the  differences  of  France 
with  the  Emperor  and  Empire,  and  the  long  reli¬ 
gious  war  which  was  occafioned  by  the  troubles  in 
Bohemia. 

The  Vif-  Before  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  and  during 
dua  during  "the  whole  time  of  the  negotiations,  the  Vifcount  de 
the  negotia-  Turenne  had  a  part  to  a£t  which  was  no  lefs  difficult 
peace,0  and  than  important.  The  defign  of  the  Swedes,  in  this 
the  wars  in  war,  was  to  invade  the  Empire,  to  gain  the  Pro- 
eimany'  teftant  party  the  afcendant  in  Germany,  to  hinder 
the  French  from  keeping  any  footing  beyond  the 
Rhine,  and  to  turn  wholly  to  their  own  profit,  all  the 
advantages  that  fhould  be  gained  during  the  war. 
The  defign  of  France  was  rather  to  leffen  than  de- 
ftroy  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  to  put  it 
out  of  a  condition  to  fend  fuccours  to  the  Spaniards 
in  Flanders  j  to  make  ufe  of  the  forces  of  the  Pro- 
teftants  in  a  war  with  the  Emperor,  without  buffering 
their  party  to  gain  the  fuperiority  over  the  Catho¬ 
lic  •,  and  to  preferve  all  the  conquefts  fhe  had  made 
in  Germany,  in  fpight  of  the  Swedes.  In  order  to 
this,  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  to  concur  in 
gaining  advantages  for  the  Swedes,  and  at  the  fame 
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time  prevent  their  being  carried  too  far:  tofupportAn.  1648. 
the  Proteftant  party,  without  crufhing  the  Catholic  : 
to  manage,  in  a  word,  fo  many  different  perfons, 
and  fuch  oppofite  interefts,  and  at  the  fame  time 
preferve  inviolate  his  zeal  for  his  religion,  his  fide¬ 
lity  to  his  King,  and  his  unalterable  love  of  juftice. 

All  this  he  did  with  an  addrefs  hardly  to  be  paral¬ 
lelled,  and  with  immoveable  firmnefs  and  courage, 
notwithftanding  the  intrigues  of  the  politicians,  the 
jealoufy  of  his  competitors,  and  the  contradictions  of 
the  Minifter  himlelf. 


The  End  of  the  Second  Book. 
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BOOK  the  THIRD. 

An.  1649. *1 — iRANCE,  fince  the  time  of  Charlemagne, 
had  never  been  at  fo  high  a  pitch  of  glory  as 
France  after  JL  after  the  treaty  ofWeftphalia.  She  was  feared 
tfwlfte  her  enemies  and  refpedled  by  her  allies,  fhe  had 
pftaiia.'  humbled  the  pride  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  extend¬ 
ed  the  limits  of  her  empire,  and  fecured  her  con- 
quefts  by  a  folid  peace  :  but  the  courfe  of  her  pros¬ 
perities  was  on  a  hidden  interrupted  by  inteftine  wars, 
and  by  a  fadtion  of  men,  who  preferred  their  pri¬ 
vate  intereft  to  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  the 
grandeur  of  the  Monarchy. 

Source  of  Bodies  politic,  like  bodies  natural,  are  fubjedt  to 
Ind^revo-3  periodical  diftempers,  which  are  common  to  many 
lutioiu.  States.  About  the  middle  of  the  feventeenth  cen¬ 
tury,  a  fpirit  of  rebellion  and  confuhon  fpread  it 
felf  over  all  Europe.  Jofeph  Alexi,  a  man  from 
among  the  lees  of  the  people,  drove  the  Viceroy 
of  Sicily  from  his  Palace  :  Mafaniello,  a  wretch  that 
fold  filh  at  aftall,  raifed  an  infurredtion  at  Naples  : 
Paul  Balbi  attempted  to  change  the  Government  at 
Genoa  :  Cromwell,  the  moft  daring  artful  fpirit  that 
ever  difturbed  the  peace  of  the  world,  pulhed  the 

Rebellion 
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Rebellion  in  England  againft  King  Charles  I.  to  An.  1649. 
the  monftrous  crime  of  a  deliberate  Regicide :  the 
Janifaries  at  Conftantinople  dethroned  the  Sultan 
Ibrahim  :  in  France  the  prime  Nobles  of  the  King¬ 
dom  took  up  arms  againft  their  Sovereign.  In 
thefe  times  of  tumult  and  confufion,  the  people 
yielding  themfelves  wholly  to  their  natural  levity, 
loft  all  their  ftrength,  and  were  quite  overwhelmed  •, 
their  impotent  efforts  to  flhake  off  the  yoke,  ierved 
only  to  render  it  more  heavy  :  the  laws  fell  into  con¬ 
tempt  i  the  facred  rights  of  religion  were  violated  ; 
the  very  pureft  virtue  contracted  ftains  ;  and  even 
heroes  themfelves  were  not  proof  againft  the  gene¬ 
ral  contagion. 

It  is  impoffible  to  have  a  juft  idea  of  the  civil 
difcords  in  which  France  was  imbroiled,  without 
being  acquainted  with  the  characters  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  aCtors  who  governed  the  motions  of  almoft  all 
the  reft. 

Anne  of  Auftria,  Infanta  of  Spain,  Queen  Dowa  changer  of 
ger  of  France,  and  Regent  of  the  Kingdom,  had, 
together  with  a  fine  perlon,  thofe  amiable  quali- Regent, 
ties  which  gain  affeCtion  *,  fhe  was  liberal,  gene¬ 
rous,  faithful  to  her  promifes,  conftant  in  her  at¬ 
tachments,  loved  juftice  and  hated  flattery.  The 
goodnefs  of  her  own  heart  hindred  her  from  eafily 
believing  ill  of  others,  and  made  her  diflemble  the 
faults  of  her  friends  *,  but  through  a  natural  indo¬ 
lence,  and  a  felf-diftruft,  fhe,  for  the  moft  part, 
let  herfelf  be  fo  much  influenced  by  thofe  fhe  efteem- 
ed,  as  to  adopt  their  prejudices  and  efpoufe  their 
paffions.  This  was  a  defeCt  that  proved  very  inju¬ 
rious  to  her  glory,  and  gave  occafion  to  her  enemies 
to  accufe  her  of  having  more  obftinacy  than  refoluti- 
on,  more  -pride  than  elevation ,  and  more  fuperfiition 
than  piety  :  in  a  word ,  more  of  '/hew  than  of  reality. 

If  fome  have  doubted  of  her  capacity,  the  greater 
part  do  however  concur  in  giving  her  this  fine  en¬ 
comium^ 
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An.  i649-comiutn.  That  never  any  Queen  had  a  letter  heart. 
She  deferved  this  praife,  not  only  on  account  of  her 
benevolent  difpofition,  but  for  her  invariable  adhe¬ 
rence  to  the  intereft  of  the  King  her  fon.  Never 
was  there  an  iriftance  of  a  Queen  in  whom  the  ma¬ 
trimonial  engagements  fo  remarkably  prevailed  over 
thofe  fentiments  which  birth  infpires  :  the  moment 
fhe  became  a  French-woman  fhe  forgot  that  fhe 
was  born  i  Spaniard. 

chdra<?ter  of  Gallon  Duke  of  Orleans  was  poflefled  of  all  the 

Ork^ns^  °f  fnow^  fparkling  qualities  without  having  much  fo- 
lidity.  A  molt  agreeable  gaiety  of  humour,  a  be¬ 
witching  manner  of  trifling,  a  fprig'ntly  imagination, 
a  luminous  underftanding,  a  perfedt  diflnterefted- 
nets,  all  thefe  were  in  him  accompanied  with  a  fur- 
priflng  weaknefs,  and  a  continual  irrefolution, 
which  transformed  all  his  virtues  into  defedls,  yet 
without  making  him  vicious.  He  entered ,  fays 
Cardinal  de  Retz,  into  all  affairs ,  becaufe  he  had  not 
force  of  mind  to  withjland  thofe  perfons  who  drew  him 
in ,  and  there  was  not  one  of  thofe  affairs  which  he  did 
not  quit  with  difhonour ,  for  want  of  courage  to  go 
through  with  it.  Had  he  not  been  a  Prince,  he 
would  perhaps  have  been  the  moll  amiable  of  men  ; 
but  the  high  rank  in  which  he  was  born  placed  all 
his  weaknefies  in  open  view,  and  put  his  talents  to 
fuch  trials  as  were  beyond  his  ftrength.  The  afTem- 
blage  of  fo  many  good  qualities  and  fo  many  defedls 
formed  a  character  that  could  neither  be  hated  nor 
efteemed. 

Character  ot  Louis  de  Bourbon  Prince  of  Conde,  was  one  of 

Condf  *nce °^h£  greatefl:  men  that  France  ever  produced.  In  his 
very  firfl:  campaigns  he  fhewed  himfelf  equal  to  the 
moll  celebrated  Captains,  and  that  he  needed  neither 
years  nor  long  experience  to  make  him  an  accom- 
plifhed  foldier.  Nature  had  happily  given  him  that 
quick  fight  which  at  one  glance  takes  in  all  objedls, 
prefents  them  to  the  imagination  without  confufion,' 

and 
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and  dictates  to  the  mind  in  the  very  moment  what  is  An.  1649. 
beft  to  be  done.  Full  of  a  martial  enthufiafm,  he  '-"''Y'N* 
often  feemed  to  a£t  by  a  fudden  infpiration,  which 
made  him  defpife  dangers  and  break  through  all  ob- 
ftacles.  Fiercely  refolute  in  command,  he  hufband- 
ed  neither  the  lives  of  his  foldiers  nor  his  own  •,  and, 
in  every  engagement  intrepid  to  excefs,  feemed  al¬ 
ways  determined  to  conquer  or  to  die.  He  had  an 
underflanding  fublime  and  profound,  was  eloquent, 
improved  by  letters,  acquainted  with  the  principal 
beauties  of  all  the  fciences  that  qualify  for  conven¬ 
tion,  the  cabinet  and  the  field.  The  flrength  of 
his  genius  equal’d  the  vivacity  of  his  fpirit,  which 
was  at  once  full  of  light  and  heat.  In  the  midft  of  his 
misfortunes  he  ftill  preferved  the  hero,  and  when  he 
had  recovered  the  King’s  confidence,  made  the 
faults  of  a  fhort  interval  in  his  life  be  forgot ;  be¬ 
coming  again,  in  a  riper  age,  what  he  had  been  in 
his  youth,  the  terror  of  Spain  and  of  the  Empire. 

Cardinal  Mazarin,  of  a  temper  no  lefs  mild  than  charafler  of 
that  of  Richelieu  was  violent,  had  a  handfome  per-  Matark. 
fon,  and  a  majeftic  air  •,  his  manners  were  polite, 
his  difcourfe  infinuating,  his  converfation  extremely 
pleafant  and  charming.  The  Queen  was  pleafed 
with  him  at  firft,  from  a  fympathy  of  chara&ers, 
and  he  quickly  became  the  foul  of  all  her  councils. 

He  was  impenetrable  in  his  defigns,  difguifed  in  his 
proceedings,  artful  in  his  intrigues,  and  often  attain¬ 
ed  his  ends  by  fuch  ways  as  would  feem  to  carry  him 
wide  of  his  mark.  Notwithstanding  that  greedinels 
of  riches  with  which  he  is  reproached,  he  was  known 
in  fome  nice  circumftances,  to  facrifice  the  inte- 
refts  of  his  family  to  his  Mailer’s  glory.  And  though 
the  genius  of  his  politicks  was  rather  cunning  than 
refolution,  yet  in  critical  and  important  occafions, 
he  made  no  fcruple  to  hazard  all,  and  could  face  the 
moft  preflfing  dangers  with  an  intrepid  foul.  The 
fame  man  who  dreaded  the  cabals  in  the  Parliament 

of 
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An.  1644.  of  Paris,  made  himfelf  courted  by  the  greateft  Pow- 
ers  of  Europe,  even  at  the  time  of  his  difgrace.  He 
had  little  knowledge  in  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
Kingdom,  but  was  perfectly  well  verfed  in  foreign  af¬ 
fairs.  He  compleated,  by  his  abilities  and  by  nego¬ 
tiations,  what  his  predeceffor  had  begun  by  force  of 
arms.  The  methods  he  employed  to  raife  the  regal 
authority  to  its  higheft  pitch,  were  alfo  quite  diffe¬ 
rent.  Richelieu  found  no  other  means  to  humble  the 
Nobles,  than  by  a  feverity  which  often  looked  like 
cruelty  ;  but  Mazarin  gained  this  point,  by  advifing 
the  King  to  enflave  them  by  hopes,  foften  them  by 
pleafures,  and  ruin  them  by  luxury. 

charafter  of  Jean-Fran?ois  de  Gondy,  Coadjutor  of  Paris,  after- 

cardinai  de  wards  Cardinal  de  Retz,  difcovered  very  early  his 
reftlefs  fpirit  and  propenfity  to  faction,  and  was  proud 
of  being  called  the  Little  Catiline.  Ambitious  without 
meafure,  and  courageous  even  to  rafhnefs,  he  knew 
no  reftraint,  and  was  fearlefs  of  danger.  To  gain  his 
point,  he  made  ufe  alternately  of  gallantry  and  poli¬ 
tics,  vice  and  virtue,  religion  and  the  paffions  *. 
Quick,  pafiionate,  and  of  an  unruly  imagination, 
his  fchemes,  though  he  had  great  penetration  and 
a  vaft  extent  of  capacity,  always  bordered  upon  the 
chimerical  *,  he  was  fond  of  all  extraordinary  pro¬ 
jects,  and  endeavoured  to  put  them  in  execution  by 
methods  the  leaft  common  and  the  fulleft  of  artifice. 
The  Memoirs  he  has  left  behind  him,  give  a  pretty 
juft  idea  of  his  character  ;  he  was  in  every  refpeCt, 
like  his  ftile,  which  is  full  of  fire  and  fmoke  :  he 
moves,  he  hurries  you  along,  he  intoxicates,  but 
he  very  feldom  enlightens  or  perfuades.  We  muft 
however  do  him  the  juftice  to  confefs,  that  virtue, 
victorious  over  the  depravity  of  his  heart,  rectified  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  all  his  vicious  inclinations. 
Such  were  the  principal  aCtors  who  appeared  in  the 

*  See  the  memoirs  of  the  times. 
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feuds  and  divifions  of  the  Fronde  during  the  minority  An- 1646. 
of  Louis  XIV. 

After  the  death  of  Louis  XIII.  the  Queen  was  origin  of  the 
idoliz’d  :  fhe  had  been  ever  unfortunate  ;  and  perfe-  p^1n^ars  in 
.cution  reflects  always  a  ftrong  luftre  on  perfons  of  her 
rank.  Thofe  who  had  been  banilhed  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  reign  were  recalled  ;  the  ftate  prifoners  fet  at  li¬ 
berty,  and  fuch  as  had  been  turned  out  of  their  em¬ 
ployments  were  reftored  to  them.  All  things  were 
generoufly  granted,  nothing  was  denied  *,  and  the 
beneficence  of  the  Queen,  after  a  twelve  years  war, 
quite  exhaufted  the  treafury.  Emery  fuperintendant 
of  the  Finances  *,  intent  upon  replenifhing  it,  had 
been  forced  to  put  in  practice  all  the  expedients  which 
his  invention  fuggefted,  The  ufual  refources  not 
being  fufficient,  he  taxed  the  poor  no  lefs  than  the 
rich,  created  new  offices,  in  order  to  raife  confider- 
able  Sums  by  the  Sale  of  them,  feized  the  publick 
revenues,  extorted  loans,  and  by  his  feverity  exafpe- 
rated  the  minds  of  the  people,  alienated  their  affecti¬ 
ons,  and  fcattered  in  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom  the 
feeds  of  a  general  Revolt.  Being  unable  to  devife 
any  further  ways  and  means,  he  attempted  to  feize 
upon  the  falaries  of  the  Chamber  of  Accounts,  of  the 
Court  of  Aids,  and  of  the  great  Council,  who 
all  joined  with  the  Parliament,  to  complain  to 
the  Court  of  the  innovation.  This  laft  tribunal 
pronounced  the  famous  arret  or  decree  of  union,  by 
which  it  was  enaCted,  that  the  four  fuperior  compa¬ 
nies  fhould  meet  in  St.  Louis’s  chamber,  there  to  de¬ 
bate  on  the  public  welfare.  This  arret  was  as  a  fignal 
for  the  malecontents  of  all  conditions  to  rally,  expofe 
their  grievances  to  the  Parliament,  and  demand  their 
being  removed .  Every  one  exclaimed  againft  the  ex¬ 
orbitancy  of  the  taxes,  the  forcible  exactions,  the  fale 
of  the  effeCts,  the  imprifbnment  of  the  perfons, 
and  the  general  oppreffion  of  the  King’s  fubjeCts. 

*  Memoirs  of  the  Times. 
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An.  1645. The  members  of  the  Parliament,  touched  with  the 
publick  calamities,  received  the  fupplications  of  the 
wretched,  offered  to  fee  juftice  done  them,  and  v/on 
the  favour  of  the  people,  who  looked  upon  them  as 
their  tutelar  Gods,  and  the  prote&ors  of  the  widow 
and  orphan.  There  nevertheless  were  three  parties 
in  the  Parliament,  the  Frondeurs  or  Cavillers,  who 
oppofed  the  Court  •,  the  Mazarines ,  who  were  for 
fupporting  the  authority  of  the  Miniftry,  and  the  mo¬ 
derate  party,  who  blamed  the  head  ftrong  paffion 
of  the  one,  and  the  exceffes  of  the  other.  Belides, 
in  each  of  thefe  three  parties,  many  adted  from  dif¬ 
ferent  motives  ;  fome,  ftruck  with  the  miferies  of 
the  people,  employed  their  thoughts  wholly  how  to 
remove  them*,  others,  from  a  principle  of  confcience 
and  their  country’s  love,  thought,  that  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  regal  authority  was  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  the  peace  of  the  Kingdom  laflly,  others,  who 
perhaps  were  the  moft  numerous,  were  adluated  on¬ 
ly  by  paffion  and  a  Spirit  of  intereft.  On  all  Sides, 
juftice  and  injuftice,  principles  and  the  abufes  of 
principles,  right  and  ufurpation  were  blended  and 
confounded.  Liberty  was  now  no  longer  diftin- 
guifhed  from  licentioufnefs,  nor  the  Royal  Autho¬ 
rity  from  Arbitrary  Power. 

imprifon-  The  perfon  who  with  greateft  artifice  infpired  the 
chiefs  °in!r  Sentiments  of  rebellion  into  the  Frondeurs  of  the  Par- 
the  firft  in-liament,  was  Longueil  counfellor  of  the  great  cham- 
the|*opie.0^ ber .  He,  during  fome  years,  had  infinuated  artful¬ 
ly  to  the  members  of  the  Parliament,  that  their  em¬ 
ployments  had  not  been  founded,  merely  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  laws  and  to  do  juftice  to  private  men  ; 
but  likewife  to  reform  the  condudt  of  Kings :  that 
under  the  Miniftry  of  Cardinal  Richelieu,  the  Sove¬ 
reign  had  arrogated  to  himfelfa  power,  which  was 
unknown  during  the  twelve  hundred  years  the  Monar¬ 
chy  had  exifted  •,  that  the  Minifters,  overthrowing 
all  forms  of  juftice,  had  introduced  the  dangerous 

principle. 


Vifcount  de  TURENNE.  157 

principle,  that  the  Royal  Will  was  the  foie  arbi-An-  i649- 
ter  of  the  poffefiions,  life  and  liberty  of fubjedls  : 
that  the  time  was  now  come,  for  reviving  the 
antient  maxims,  and  reftoring  that  political  harmo¬ 
ny  which  ought  to  be  between  the  authority  of  the 
Prince  and  the  obedience  of  the  people  *.  Longueil, 

by  thus  letting  himfelf  up  for  a  patriot,  became  the 
oracle  of  the  Fronde  :  but  the  only  motive  of  his 
talking  in  this  republican  ftrain,  was  merely 
to  revenge  himfelf  of  the  Prime  Minifler,  for  ha¬ 
ving  refufed  him  the  poll  of  Chancellor  to  the  Queen. 

He  won  over  two  other  members  of  the  Parliament, 

Broulfel  and  Blanc-Menil,  whoalfohad  fome  private 
reafons  to  be  difgufted  at  the  Court.  Thefe  two 
men,  giving  way  to  the  natural  heat  of  their  tempers, 
began  to  be  more  obllreperous  than  Longueil  him¬ 
felf,  and  were  for  ever  endeavouring  to  inflame  the 
Parliament  :  the  efteem  they  had  gained  in  it  by 
their  turbulent  counfels,  dazled  the  populace,  who 
now  grew  fond  of  them,  and  gave  them  the  glori¬ 
ous  name  of  Fathers.  The  Queen  caufed  them  to 
be  feized  about  the  end  of  Auguft  j  and  their  im- 
prifonment  orompted  the  moll  feditious  fpirits  to  re¬ 
bel.  The  tradefmen  fhut  up  their  fhops,  llretched 
chains  crofs  the  ftreets  and  barricaded  them,  even 
clofe  by  the  Palais-royal ,  againll  the  forces  fent 
to  quell  them  :  they  clamoroufly  required  that 
Broulfel  and  Blanc-Menil  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty  ; 
and  the  Parliament  went  in  a  body  to  the  Palais- 
royal ,  to  fupplicate  the  Queen  to  fet  them  at  liberty. 

Her  Majelly  made  a  refolute  refufal,  forefeeing  the 
mortal  blow  which  would  be  given  to  the  Royal  Au¬ 
thority,  in  cafe  Ihe  fubmitted  to  the  caprice  of  the 
populace  :  but  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  Cardinal 
Mazarin,  being  naturally  timid,  endeavoured  only 
to  extricate  themfelves  from  the  prefent  danger,  and 
engaged  the  Queen,  contrary  to  her  own  opinion,  to 

*  Memoirs  of  Rochefoucault. 
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An.  1 649.  give  up  the  two  prifoners.  From  that  day,  the  Par- 
liament  gathered  frefh  ftrength  againft  the  Court  ; 
and  feveral  perfons  of  the  higheft  quality  declared 
for  the  Fronde. 

Tfaaembks  The  Coadjutor,  overjoyed  that  he  had  found  an 
and  animates  opportunity  to  engage  in  intrigues,  was  walking 
the  FronS  "trough  theftreets  of  Paris  the  very  day  the  barricades 
deurs.  were  fetup,  in  his  pontifical  veftments,  followed  by 
a  long  train  of  ecclefiaftics  drelfed  in  their  furplices, 
as  though  he  imagined  he  could  lay  the  ftorm  by 
giving  his  blefiing  round.  He  went  to  the  Palais- 
royal  to  offer  his  fervices,  but  had  no  reafon  to  be 
pleafed  with  the  reception  he  met  with.  Seeing 
himfelf  expoled  to  the  raillery  of  the  courtiers,  the 
ironical  compaflion  of  the  Cardinal,  and  the  loud 
laughter  of  the  Queen,  he  came  away  exafperated, 
defperate,  and  fully  refolved  to  revenge  the  Court 
feoffs,  on  the  government  and  his  country.  Fhe 
raillery  of  the  Court ,  fays  he,  purged  me  of  all  crimes . 
Notwithstanding  his  great  prefumption,  he  yet  did 
not  think  he  had  credit  enough  to  get  to  be  head  of 
the  party.  He  therefore  fought  for  a  chief  who 
might  owe  that  poll  to  him,  and  under  whofe  name, 
fie  himfelf  might  be  in  reality  the  ringleader.  The 
Prince  of  Conde  having  repulfed  him,  he  turned  his 
views  towards  his  brother  the  firince  of  Conti,  who 
had  been  defigned  for  the  Church  ;  but  whofe  birth 
alone,  was  capable  of  giving  great  authority,  in  a 
Kingdom  like  that  of  France. 

L^l  of  th{-  The  Prince  of  Conti,  brought  over  by  the  Coad- 
Fr^idcurs' ie  jutor,  declared  himfelf  the  chief  of  the  Fronde ,  and 
and  their  was  followed  by  feveral  other  Princes,  who  engaged 
in  it  from  different  motives  :  Henry  of  Orleans  *, 
Duke  de  Longuevifie,  becaufe  the  Cardinal  had  re- 
fufed  him  the  Government  of  Havre  de  Grace, 
the  only  town  he  wanted,  in  order  to  be  abfolute 

*  He  was  defeended  from  the  famous  Coun£  de  Dunois,  baftard  of  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  greatgrandfather  to  Francis  I* 

matter 
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Mailer  of  that  province:  Francis  de  Vendome,  An.  1649. 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  out  of  hatred  to  the  Minifter, 
who  had  imprifoned  him  in  the  very  beginning  of 
the  Regency:  Charles  of  Lor  rain,  Duke  d’Elbceuf, 
from  the  hopes  that  he  himfelf  Ihould  find  means  to 
govern  fmgly  die  whole  party.  Frederic-Maurice, 

Duke  of  Bouillon,  who  was  returned  from  Rome 
two  years  before,  ought  to  have  been  proof  againft 
the  feducing  arts  then  pradtifed.  He  pofTefled,  in 
an  eminent  degree,  all  the  qualities  neceffary  to 
difcern  the  good  caufe,  and  to  fupport  it ;  be- 
fides,  he  had  fuffered  in  the  affair  of  Count  de  Soif- 
fons  and  that  of  Cinqmars,  more  than  was  fufficient 
to  give  him  for  ever  a  difguft  to  factions  :  but, 
the  unhappy  flotation  of  his  affairs,  and  the  flownefs 
with  which  the  exchange  of  Sedan  was  carried  on, 
prompted  him  tcUiften  to  the  arguments  of  the  Coad¬ 
jutor  and  ofLot^ueil :  befides,  the  Duchefs  of  Bou¬ 
illon,  who  was  accufed  of  having  a  Spanifh  heart, 
urged  him  to  break  with  the  Court,  by  exhibiting  to 
him  greater  advantages  to  be  expedted  with  regard 
to  his  Houfe,  from  Spain,  than  he  could  hope  for 
from  France.  He  could  not  refift  the  follicitati- 
ons  of  a  woman,  of  whom  Cardinal  de  Retz  fays, 

“  That  had  fhe  been  as  fincere  as  fhe  was  witty, 

“  beautiful,  affable  and  virtuous,  fhe  would  have 
“  been  a  finifhed  wonder.”  To  thefe  prime  chiefs 
of  the  Fronde,  were  joined  the  Duke  de  Brifac,  be- 
caufe  of  his  relation  with  the  Coadjutor ;  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Vitri,  out  of  difguft  for  being  refufed  his 
father’s  commifiaon,  which  was  granted  him  after¬ 
wards  *,  Marfhal  de  la  Motte-Houdancourt,  out  of 
revenge  for  his  having  been  imprifoned  four  years  by 
the  Court  •,  the  Duke  de  la  Tremoille,  at  the  in- 
ftigation  of  his  mother,  fifter  to  the  Duke  of  Bouil¬ 
lon  ;  Louis  de  la  Tremoille,  Marquis  de  Noirmon- 
tier,  out  of  hatred  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  who 
had  treated  him  but  indifferently  at  the  battle  of 

Lens : 
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An.  1649.  Lens ;  the  Duke  of  Luines,  from  a  religious  zeal 
for  the  opinions  he  had  imbibed  ;  laftly,  the  Duke 
de  la  Rochefocault,  out  of  affection  for  the  Duchefs 
of  Longueville.  Love  often  unites  with  politicks, 
and  women  contribute  very  near  as  much  as  men  to 
the  revolution  of  States.  The  Fronde  had  its  hero¬ 
ines  •,  the  Duchefies  of  Longueville,  Chevreufe 
and  Montbafon,  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  it  ; 
and  the  Princefs  Palatine,  who  for  her  political 
abilities,  deferved  to  be  compared  with  Queen 
Elizabeth  of  England,  went  afterwards  in  to  the 
lame  faction. 

The  Pnnce  The  Court  feeing  the  ftorm,  and  the  number  of 
daresfor  the  its  enemies  increafe  in  this  manner,  placed  its  whole 
C°Uft  th  confidence  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  the  Prince  of 
Frmdwn.  Conde  ;  and  imagined,  that  their  union  with  the 
King  and  Queen  would  defeat  aJl  the  meafures 
which  the  Frondeurs  had  taken.  Tire  Prime  Mini- 
fter  had  won  over  the  former,  by  means  of  the  Ab¬ 
bot  de  la  Riviere,  who,  from  being  an  obfequi- 
ous  attendant,  was  become  entire  matter  of  that 
Prince.  This  ambitious  Abbot  was  flattered  by 
the  hopes  of  having  a  Cardinal’s  hat,  for  which  he 
was  fo  bold  as  to  conteft  with  the  Prince  of  Conti. 
The  Court  was  particularly  ftudious  to  pleafe  the 
Prince  of  Conde  *,  his  ftrength  of  mind,  his  re¬ 
putation  in  war,  and  the  fplendor  of  his  viftories, 
qualified  him  better  than  any  other  perfon,  to  check 
the  contagious  evil  of  fedition,  and  ftrike  terror  into 
the  boldeft.  The  Cardinal  reprefented  to  him,  that 
the  Parliament  would  invade,  by  infenfible  degrees, 
the  whole  authority  of  the  Kingdom  ;  that  this  body 
would  afifume,  not  only  the  right  of  depofing  the 
Prime  Minifter,  but  alfo  that  of  taking  cognifance 
of  military  affairs  *,  that,  in  cafe  thefe  ufurpa- 
tions  were  not  oppofed,  it  perhaps  would  go  as 
great  lengths  as  the  Parliament  of  England,  and 
would  extend  its  power  fo  as  to  prefcribe  laws  to 
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its  Matters  :  that  if  any  abufes  had  been  committed,  An.  1649. 
the  Parliament  ought  by  humble  remonftrances  to  ap- 
ply  to  the  King  for  a  reformation  of  them,  in  whom 
alone  the  fovereign  legiflative  power  refides  •,  and 
laftly,  that  the  Prince,  for  his  own  fake,  fhould  crufh 
an  enterprize  which  tended  to  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
Royal  Family.  Thefe  reprefentations  made  a  ftrong 
impreffion  on  the  Prince,  fo  that  he  declared  im¬ 
mediately  for  what  was  right,  and  accompanied  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  to  the  Parliament.  A  fuperior 
genius  is  ever  in  extremes,  let  the  caufe  which  he 
efpoufes  be  good  or  bad.  Scarce  had  the  Prefident 
Viole,  wich  an  air  of  enthufiafm,  invoked  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  to  enlighten  the  underftandings  of  thofe  Prin¬ 
ces,  but  Conde  rofe  up,  and  commanded  him  to  be 
filent  •,  the  young  counfellors  murmured  :  the  Prince 
was  provoked  at  this  noife,  and  threaten’d  them  with 
his  hand  as  well  as  voice.  That  inftant  he  loft  the 
affebtion  of  the  Parliament,  and  the  people’s  love 
began  to  cool. 

From  this  time,  Conde  employ’d  all  his  thoughts  The  Court 
to  reduce  the  Parliament  by  force  of  arms.  ’Twas IeavesPans* 
fuggefted  to  him,  that  the  fureft  and  mod  expe¬ 
ditious  way  would  be,  to  befiege  Paris  •,  that  if  he 
feized  upon  all  the  avenues,  and  hinder’d  the  entrance 
of  provifions,  the  populace,  out  of  fear  that  they 
fhould  be  ftarved,  would  turn  againft  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  look  upon  it  as  the  foie  caufe  of  all 
their  calamities.  The  Prince  approved  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  propofal,  becaufe  he  had  given  a  loofe 
to  his  anger,  which  confider’d  nothing  as  im- 
poflible,  and  fo  refolved  to  block  up  Paris.  Im¬ 
mediately  the  King,  all  his  houfhold,  Cardinal 
Mazarin,  and  the  Minifters  of  State,  went  to  St. 

Germain  en  Laye.  This  departure,  or  rather  this 
flight,  pleafed  the  fabtion,  and  was  cenfured  by 
wife  people,  as  unworthy  of  Majefty.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Paris  exclaimed  againft  all  thofe  who 
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An  164.9.  had  advifed  it,  and  ’twas  called,  V enlevement  du 
Jloi,  or  the  forcible  carrying  off  of  the  King. 

Blockade  of  In  the  mean  time  the  Prince,  with  fix  or  feven 
generafrevo- thoufand  men,  blocked  up  Paris,  and  feized  upon 
lution  in  the  all  the  places  round  it,  whence  the  city  might  be 
provinces.  furnifhed  with  provifions.  The  Parliament,  on  the 
other  fide,  nominated  the  Prince  of  Conti  Gene- 
raliflimo  of  their  forces  •,  the  Dukes  d’Elbeuf  and 
de  Beaufort,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  and  Marfhal  de  la 
Motte,  Generals  under  him  ;  the  Dukes  de  Brifiac 
and  de  Luines,  the  Marquifies  de  Vitri  and  de 
Noirmontier,  as  Lieutenant  Generals  under  them. 
The  inftant  Paris  had  declared,  the  reft  of  the  King¬ 
dom  began  to  move.  The  Parliament  wrote  letters 
to  all  the  cities  and  fuperior  courts,  to  invite  them 
to  unite  with  it  againft  the  common  enemy  •,  for 
thus  they  entitled  the  Prime  Minifter.  The  fire  of 
difcord  foon  fpread  itfelf  into  all  the  Provinces  •, 
Guyenne,  Provence,  Normandy,  and  feveral  cities, 
join’d  with  the  Parliament  of  Paris. 

The  Queen  In  thefe  great  diforders,  Mazarin  had  recourfe 
viWntde  t0  the  Vifcount  deTurenne,  who  was  in  the  army  in 
Turenne,  to  Germany,  and  fent  to  found  his  inclinations.  The 
difpofitions.  Queen,  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  the  Cardinal 
wrote  feveral  times  to  the  Vifcount,  to  inform  him  of 
the  error  which  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  had  committed, 
and  to  complain  of  it.  Her  Majefty,  in  the  feveral 
letters  fhe  writ  to  him,  gave  him  the  ftrongeft  and 
rnoft  tender  affurances  of  her  friendfhip  and  efteem, 
and  promifed  very  folemnly  to  reward  his  fervices*. 
The  Card!-  The  Cardinal’s  letters  ran  in  a  higher  ftrain  than 
£f!£S*°fc°fher  Majefty.  “  I  never,  faid  he  to  him, 
“  felt  a  more  fenfible  difpleafure,  than  when  I 
£C  heard  the  error  which  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  has 
tc  committed,  who,  at  laft,  has  declared  for  the  Par- 
tc  liament  againft  the  King.  I  was  fo  much  the 
cc  more  aftonifhed  at  it,  as  he  knew  that  you  are  to 

*  See  the  Authorities,  Nc(  IV, 
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have  the  command  of  the  army  in  Flanders  this  An.  1646. 
‘‘  year :  That  his  Majefty  had  given  you  the  Go- 

vernment  of  Alface,  and  other  valuable  employ- 
*«  ments ;  that,  with  regard  to  the  exchange  of 
‘c  Sedan,  the  Court  waited  only  till  the  Duke  of 
‘‘  Orleans,  eas’d  of  the  gout,  fhould  be  able  to 
“  aftift  at  the  Council,  in  which  the  laR  hand  would 
“  be  put  to  that  affair,  and  very  much  to  his  ad- 
“  vantage  •,  and  that  with  regard  to  the  honours  of 
“  your  Houfe,  his  Majefty  would  fat isfy  him  alfo. 

“  Nothing  is  fo  true,  as  that  the  efteem  and  paflion 
«  I  have  for  you  and  all  things  in  which  your  in¬ 
i'  tereft  is  concern’d,  are  carried  to  as  high  a  pitch 
“  as  they  can  poftibiy  be  for  any  perfon  :  and  on  this 
“  occafion,  J  cannot  forbear  obferving  to  you,  that 
“  ’tis  no  ill  proof  of  my  efteem  and  affedtion,  when 
“  the  Duke  of  Modena  and  Prince  Cafimir,  now 
“  Kingof  Poland, were  both  very  urgent  to  marry  the 
“  eldeft  of  my  nieces,  (not  to  mention  the  addrefles 
<c  made  by  moft  of  the  Princes  and  Lords  of  the 
“  greateft  diftindtion  in  the  Kingdom)  I  yet  courted 
“  you,  and  did  all  I  could  to  beftow  her  upon  you. 

“  You  are  very  well  perfuaded,  that  it  was  neither 
<{  your  eftate  nor  employments,  which  made  me  de» 

«  iirous  of  this  match.  The  declaration  I  here 
“  make  in  writing,  is  not  very  much  to  my  advan- 
“  tage:  but  I  could  not  forbear  making  it,  and 
“  even  with  pleafure  •,  fince  it  will  ferve,  at  leaft, 

“  to  prove  the  falfenefs  of  thofe,  who  have  dared 
“  to  afture  you  by  letter,  that  I  had  no  kindnefs 
tc  or  affection  for  you.  You  will  receive  a  grant 
ec  for  the  Government  of  Alface,  and  difpatches  for 
“  the  Baily  wicks  of  Haguenau  and  ofTanc.  I  write 
“  at  the  fame  time  to  the  Sieur  Hervart,  ordering 
“  him  to  employ  all  his  credit  and  that  of  his 
<c  friends,  to  raife  immediately  a  fund  wherewith 
to  give  fome  fatisfaction  to  the  Officers  of  the  ar- 
“  my,  and  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  obey  implicitly, 
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•^n.  1649.4s  and  without  the  leaft  hefitation,  all  your  com- 
££  mands.” 

The  v;r-  Hervart,  afterwards  Comptroller-General,  was 
f°Untt'S  th*  commanded  to  deliver  thefe  letters  and  grants  to  the 
Gourmand6  Vifcount  de  Turenne.  The  Marquis  de  Ruvigni, 
the  Cardinal,  intimate  friend,  was  likewife  fent  to  him  •,  but  the 
prefling  inftances  of  this  friend  met  with  no  more 
fuccefs  than  the  offers  and  promifes  of  the  Court. 
Turenne  courageoufly  anfwered  the  Queen  and  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  that  he  could  not  accept  of 
any  employment  till  the  troubles  were  appeafed  *, 
and  wrote  to  the  Cardinal,  64  *  That  this  was 
44  not  a  feafon  for  him  to  think  of  his  private  in- 
‘£  tereft  :  that  he  was  greatly  obliged  to  his  Emi- 
££  nence,  for  the  defign  he  had  to  beftow  one  of 
££  his  nieces  upon  him  in  marriage  •,  but  that  reli- 
££  gion  was  a  direff  obftacle  to  it:  that  he  was  ex- 
££  tremely  forry  to  hear  of  the  diforders  which  reign- 
££  ed  in  Paris,  and  the  fhare  his  brother  had  in  them  : 
££  and  that  he  would  never  do  any  thing  which 
44  fhould  interfere  with  the  fidelity  he  owed  his  Ma- 
££  jefty.”  In  another  letter,  he  did  not  fcruple  to 
obferve  to  him,  44  That  he  look’d  upon  the  block- 
££  ade  of  Paris  as  a  ver^  bold  ftep  during  a  mino- 
“  rity  :  that  he  could  not  approve  it  •,  and  that,  if 
44  the  Cardinal  continued  to  ufe  the  people  with  fo 
££  much  feverity,  he  muft  not  exp e£t  he  would  be 
££  any  longer  his  friend  :  that  he  was  going  to  crofs 
££  the  Rhine  with  his  army,  purfuant  to  the  orders 
££  he  had  received  from  Court  to  march  back  his 
££  troops  into  France  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
££  peace  but  that,  upon  his  arrival  at  Paris,  he 
44  would  not  favour  either  the  rebellion  of  the  Par- 
4t  liament,  or  the  injuftice  of  the  Prime  Minifter.” 
The  vif-  The  Vifcount,  full  of  the  fentiments  he  ex¬ 
count  de-  prefied  to  the  Cardinal,  aflfembled  the  Officers  of 

intentions  to  army,  and  laid  before  them  the  deplorable  con- 

srm  j,  #  Mgmi  gf  Vjfctmnt  d«  Turenne,  and  his  letters  to  Cardinal  Mazarin. 
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dition  of  France  •,  exhorted  them  to  follow  him,  and  An.  1649. 
declared  to  them,  that  he  marched  with  no  other  view  * 

than  to  fupplicate  the  King  to  return  to  Paris,  to 
make  the  Cardinal  give  an  account  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  to  pay  the  Weymarians  the  hams  due  to  them, 
and  to  reward  the  French  troops  who  had  ferved 
under  him.  This  difcourfe  was  followed  by  a  Ma- 
nifefto  he  publilhed,  to  fliew  the  re&itude  of  his 
intentions. 

The  Court  being  now  no  longer  able  to  doubt  of He  retiircs 
the  Vifcount’ s  difpofitions,  lent  exprefs  orders  to  themtoHo,1‘“!‘d' 
army,  not  to  acknowledge  him  any  longer  as  their 
General  •,  and  caus’d  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns 
to  be  diftributed  among  the  troops,  promifing,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  give  them  the  fix  months  pay  due  to 
them.  Half  of  the  army  was  wrought  upon,  fix 
regiments  whereof  marched  to  Brifac,  and  three 
more  to  Philipsburg;  the  other  half,  tho’  very  wa¬ 
vering,  continuing  Hill  with  the  Vifcount.  Tu- 
renne,  when  he  found  the  troops  were  fatisfied,  and 
that  he  could  not  put  in  execution  the  pacific  de- 
figns  he  had  propofed,  ordered  the  General  Officers 
to  march  the  reft  of  the  army  to  join  D’Erlac,  to 
whom  the  Court  had  fent  a  commiffion  to  com¬ 
mand  the  forces  •,  and  after  diverting  himfelf  of  the 
Generalffiip,  and  exhorting  the  Officers  to  obedi¬ 
ence,  he  retir’d  with  fifteen  or  twenty  of  his  friends 
into  Holland,  to  refide  there  till  the  troubles  fhould 
be  pacified. 

His  Majefty’s  troops  had  already  feized  upon  all  of 
the  pofts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  Charenton 
excepted.  The  Prince  of  Conti  had  poflefled  him¬ 
felf  of  this  town  •,  had  fortified,  and  thrown  three 
thoufand  men  into  it  it  was  the  only  road  by 
which  provifions  were  carried  to  the  capital.  The 
Prince  of  Conde  marched  to  attack  it  the  eighth  of 
February,  and  carried  it  in  fight  of  the  Parliament’s 
forces,  and  ten  thoufand  Parifians  under  arms,  who 
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An  1 649.  were  but  mere  fpeftators  of  his  vidtory.  This 
WV  action,  and  fome  others,  equally  difadvantageous  to 
the  party,  added  to  the  Vifcount’s  retreat,  infpired 
the  chiefs  of  the  rebellion  with  pacific  fentiments. 
All  the  Generals,  the  Duke  de  Beaufort  excepted, 
who  could  not  fupprefs  the  hatred  he  bore  to  the 
Cardinal,  caft  about  each  to  make  his  private  peace, 
and  every  one  held  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
fome  of  the  Court-party.  Deputies  were  nomina¬ 
ted  on  each  fide  ;  conferences  were  held  at  Ruel 
and  notwithstanding  the  uninterrupted  intrigues  of 
the  Coadjutor,  a  profiefied  enemy  to  peace,  it  was 
at  length  agreed,  that  the  Court  Ihould  grant  a  gene¬ 
ral  pardon  ;  and  that  all  declarations  made  fince  the 
day  of  the  barricades,  fhould  be  revoked  and  annul¬ 
led.  The  Prince  of  Conti  had  the  government  of 
Damvilliers  •,  the  Duke  ce  Longueville  that  of  Pont- 
de-l’arche  *,  the  Marquis  de  Noirmontier  a  patent  of 
Duke  •,  and  Broufiel  was  appointed  Governor  of  the 
Baftille.  His  Majefty  declared  at  the  fame  time,  that 
in  exchange  for  the  Piincipalities  of  Sedan,  he  would 
immediately  give  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  that  Sovereignty  in  lands  of  his  own  de- 
mefnes  *,  that  the  promife  which  had  been  made  him, 
with  regard  to  rank,  fhould  be  punctually  executed 
that  in  the  difpofil  of  the  command  of  armies,  his  Ma- 
jefty  would  fhew  a  regard  to  the  merit,  fervices  and 
birth  of  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne.  In  execution  of 
this  article,  the  King  gave  a  Brevet,  by  which  it 
was  decreed,  that  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  the  Vifcount 
de  Turenne,  and  their  defendants,  fhould  have  in 
France,  the  rank  of  Princes  defcended  from  a  So¬ 
vereign  Houle  *. 

Thevif-  Upon  the  faith  of  what  had  been  done  at  Ruel, 
~rn5die  Vifcount  left  Holland,  landed  at  Dieppe, 
came  poll  to  Paris,  and  went  two  days  after  to  the 
Court,  which  was  at  Compeigne,  where  the  Car- 

*  See  the  Authorities,,  N.  V. 
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dinal  (refolved  to  diffemble  all)  procured  him  a  An.  1649. 
very  gracious  reception.  Such  was  the  iffue  of'^’V^ 
the  firft  war  of  Paris :  neither  of  the  two  parties 
gain’d  its  end.  The  Cardinal  and  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  preferved  all  their  authority,  the  former  at 
the  Court,  the  latter  over  the  people  f . 

The  brand  of  civil  difcord,  far  from  being  ex- °r'g:n  of tlie 
tinguifhed  by  this  peace,  was  going  to  be  lighted  Waning  be- 
up  again,  by  a  mifunderftanding,  which  broke  out tweenCardi* 
between  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  Cardinal  Maza-Tnd  the*""11 
rin.  As  the  Prime  Minifter  had  reaped  the  bene-  Princ,e  of 
fit  of  the  exploits  and  protection  of  the  Prince,  he 
was  for  ever  expofed  to  the  demands,  complaints 
and  menaces  of  Conde.  Small  fervices  footh,  but 
great  ones  opprefs  •,  they  give  too  great  an  afcen- 
dant  over  the  perfon  who  has  received  them  ;  fuch  is 
the  falfe  delicacy  of  felf-love.  The  duration  of  gra¬ 
titude  depends  more  on  the  efteem  conceived  for  the 
benefaftor,  than  on  the  greatnefs  of  the  benefit. 

The  eftrangement  between  the  Prince  and  the  Prime 
Minifter  increafed  daily  ;  but  the  refufal  the  Prince 
met  with  of  thofe  employments  he  afleed,  was  not 
the  caufe  of  their  rupture.  If  Conde  defired  favours 
from  the  Court,  he  defired  yet  more  to  merit  them. 
Provoked  by  the  perpetual  contradibtions  he  met 
with,  he  vented  his  anger  publickly  in  bitter  raille¬ 
ries  upon  Mazarin,  whofe  refentments  were  the 
more  violent,  as  he  carefully  kept  them  in.  The 
Cardinal  endeavour’d  by  various  means  to  foften 
him  •,  but  finding  he  could  not  hope  to  obtain  his 
friendfhip,  he  refolved  to  labour  for  his  deftruftion. 

At  the  time  that  he  deluded  him  with  the  hopes  of 
new  employments,  he  endeavoured  to  win  over  fuch 
perfons  as  might  be  of  greateft  fervice  to  him.  For 
this  purpofe  he  addrefs’d  himfelf  particularly  to  the 
Dukede  Bouillon,  and  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne, 


•f  Sec  Labasdxus  de  bello  civili  &  Priolo. 
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believing'  that  they  would  be  able  to  fupport  him 
by  their  counfels  and  their  valour. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  perceiv’d  the  Cardinal’s 
machinations  and  infincerity  •,  for  which  reafon,  to 
draw  over  the  Fronde  to  his  party,  he  reconciled 
himfelf  to  his  brother,  his  filler  and  the  Duke  de 
Longueville  :  but  the  other  chiefs  of  the  Frondeurs , 
finding  that  he  made  his  court  to  them,  merely  to 
render  them  fubfervient  to  his  paffions,  fell  off  from 
him  infenfibly.  After  fome  months  fpent  in  in¬ 
trigues,  the  Prince,  now  highly  exafperated,  quar¬ 
relled  openly  with  them  •,  and,  hoping  to  make  him¬ 
felf  leader  of  the  Fronde ,  he,  in  order  to  drive  them 
from  Paris,  charged  them  with  a  defign  againft 
his  life  •,  the  affaffination  of  one  of  his  domeftics  in 
his  coach  ferving  him  for  a  proof.  From  that 
moment  all  the  Coadjutor’s  hatred  was  rouzed, 
and  his  vindictive  temper  broke  out  with  fury 
againft  the  Prince.  The  prefent  juncture  of  affairs 
was  favourable  to  the  ambitious  Prelate.  The 
Court  was  defirous  of  winning  him  back,  and  was 
in  fo  much  the  more  dread  of  Conde,  as  he  now 
lived  in  the  ftricteft  friend fnip  with  his  brother 
the  Prince  of  Conti,  and  his  brother-in-law  the 
Duke  de  Longueville.  The  refult  of  the  frequent 
conferences  between  the  Coadjutor,  the  Queen,  and 
the  Cardinal,  was,  that  the  Princes  fhould  be  feized. 
But  to  put  this  in  execution,  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  obtain  the  confent  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  Regency.  The  Duke 
was  governed  by  Abbot  de  la  Riviere  :  the  Abbot 
was  devoted  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  inclined  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  to  follow,  implicitly,  all  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  Prince,  from  the  time  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  had  promifed  him  the  Cardinal’s  hat  defigned 
for  the  Prince  of  Conti.  The  Coadjutor,  ever  more 
capable  of  deftroying  than  building  up,  foon  found 
means  to  ruin  the  favourite  in  the  mind  of  his 
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Mailer,  and  to  a  fill  me,  himfelf,  an  afcendant  over  An.  1650. 
the  Duke  of  Orleans.  In  the  mean  time  Conde, 
full  of  confidence,  continued  to  treat  the  Cardinal 
without  any  ceremony  or  regard,  and  to  exafperate 
the  Frondeurs  to  the  utmofi:  •,  adding  with  as  much 
fecurity  as  though  he  had  lived  in  the  midfi:  of  his 
friends.  But  at  length,  the  eighteenth  of  January, 
the  three  Princes  being  come,  at  the  ufual  hour,  to 
council,  in  the  Palais  Royal,  were  feized  by  Gui- 
taut,  Captain  of  the  Queen’s  guards,  and  carried 
to  the  caftle  of  Vincennes.  At  this  news,  all  the 
Prince  of  Conde’s  friends  dilappeared  ;  the  Duchefs 
de  Longueville  fet  out  that  very  evening  for  Nor¬ 
mandy,  with  a  guard  of  threefcore  horfe,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault :  the 
Duke  of  Bouillon  made  for  Turenne  :  the  Marquifs 
de  Boutteville,  afterwards  Duke  of  Luxembourg,  and 
many  more  went  into  Burgundy.  The  inhabitants 
of  Paris,  wl  o  n  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  and  the  Coad¬ 
jutor  kept  conftant  in  the  hatred  they  had  conceived 
againlt  the  Prince,  ever  fince  the  blockade  of  their 
City,  made  public  rejoycings  upon  his  being  im¬ 
prisoned.  They  lighted  bonfires  in  Several  parts  of 
Paris,  and  moll  people  faid,  that  the  Cardinal,  after 
fuch  a  blow,  was  no  longer  Mazarin. 

The  Princes  were  no  Sooner  imprifoned,  but  theTheVif- 
Cardinal  Sent  the  Marquifs  de  Ruvigni  to  theVifcountcfae'  'fa¬ 
de  Turenne,  to  aflure  him  of  his  friendlhip,  to  in- thePnnccof 
veil  him  with  the  command  of  the  army  of  Flan-Conde‘ 
ders,  to  offer  him  again  one  of  his  nieces  in  mar¬ 
riage,  and  to  give  him  the  ftrongeft:  affurances  that 
he  would,  henceforward,  fhare  his  fortune  with 
him.  The  Vifcount,  who  never  fquared  his  friend¬ 
lhip  by  profperity  or  adverfity,  rejected  all  thefe 
offers.  Touched  with  the  misfortunes  of  Conde  ; 
perfuaded  that  in  preventing  the  Sacrifice  of  a  hero 
of  the  blood  of  France,  he  Should  do  Service  to  his 
country  •,  prepofieffed  with  the  falle  notion,  that  war 

might 
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might  be  made  againft  the  Cardinal,  without  fight¬ 
ing  againft  the  King,  and  with  feveral  other 
maxims  which  were  authorized  at  that  time,  upon 
the  fpecious  pretence  of  the  public  good,  he  gave 
way  to  the  impulfes  of  his  generous  nature,  and  re- 
folved  to  fet  the  Princes  at  liberty,  whatever  might 
be  the  confequence.  His  motives  were  the  lefs  to  be 
fufpedted ,  as  Conde,  fo  far  from  courting  his  friend- 
fhip,  before  his  imprifonment,  had  very  much  neg¬ 
lected  it,  and  had  concealed  from  him  all  his  fecret 
machinations  againft  the  Court.  The  Vifcount 
judged  that  it  would  be  mean  in  him  to  abandon  the 
Prince  •,  and  fancying  himfelf  no  more  than  a  ge¬ 
nerous  friend,  became  an  undutiful  fubjedt. 

He  left  Paris  in  February,  and  went  to  Stenai  *,  a 
ftrong  place  in  Champaign,  belonging  to  the  Prince 
of  Conde.  The  Duchefs  of  Longueville  came 
hither  to  him,  after  having  endeavoured,  but  in 
vain,  to  raife  an  infurredtion  in  Normandy.  An 
amiable,  witty  and  unfortunate  Princefs,  muft  have 
been  very  capable  of  engaging  in  her  interefts  a  hero, 
whom  virtue  and  war  never  rendered  infenfible.  5Tis 
pretended,  that  love  for  the  fifter  contributed  as 
much  to  the  falfe  fteps  the  Vifcount  took,  as  friend- 
fhip  for  the  brother. 

The  Cardinal  fent  a  fecond  time  to  try  to 
gain  Turenne  by  new  offers-,  but  nothing  could 
move  him.  The  Vifcount  fold  his  plate,  and  the 
Duchefs  de  Longueville  her  jewels,  to  raife  forces. 
At  the  fame  time  he  follicited  thofe  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  were  devoted  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and 
fuch  Governors  as  were  difgufted  with  the  Court, 
to  join  with  him  ;  but  he  could  not  bring  over  above 
twenty  or  thirty  officers.  He  then  addreffed  him¬ 
felf  to  the  regiments  which  had  ferved  under  him 
in  Germany,  but  brought  over  thofe  only  of  Tu- 

*  The  Court  had  given  this  place,  as  alfo  Jametz  and  Clermont  to  the 
Prince,  as  a  reward  for  the  ftrvices  he  had  done  die  Crown. 
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renne,  la  Couronne,  and  du  PafTage,  with  part  of  that  An.  1650. 
of  the  Marquifs  de  Beauvau,  wno  was  always  the 
Vifcount’s  friend.  Thefe  troops  were  quartered 
round  about  Stenai ;  and  he  threw  into  the  citadel 
eight  companies  of  Turenne’s  regiment,  wrho  guard¬ 
ed  it  till  the  Princes  were  fet  at  liberty. 

Some  days  after,  the  King’s  forces,  commanded  The  sPa- 
bythe  Marquifs  de  Ferte-Senneterre,  attacked  thofe 
of  the  Vifcount,  defeated  the  regiment  of  du  PafTage,  corns,  and 
and  laid  wafte  all  the  country  round.  Turenne,  now ^  Wlth 
going  to  be  over-powered,  was  forced  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  Spaniards.  He  obtained  immediately, 
from  the  Governor  of  Montmedi,  fifteen  hundred 
horfe,  and  fome  companies  of  foot,  till  fuch  time 
as  the  treaty,  which  himfelf  and  the  Duchefs  of  Lon- 
guevillewere  negotiating  with  the  Archduke,  might 
be  concluded.  The  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne  came, 
in  the  name  of  that  Prince,  to  the  city  of  Marche, 
to  confer  with  Turenne  *.  The  Archduke  began, 
by  requiring  the  city  and  citadel  of  Stenai  to  be  put 
into  his  hands  •,  but  the  Vifcount  refufed  to  give  up 
the  latter,  he  having  been  always  refolved  to  unite 
no  longer  with  the  Spaniards,  than  the  promife  he 
had  made  to  endeavour  at  the  liberty  of  the  Princes 
fhould  force  him  to  it ;  befides,  he  was  defirous  of 
being  himfelf  pofTeffed  of  a  ftrong  hold,  into  which 
he  might  retire  in  all  feafons,  be  his  own  matter, 
and  not  fubjedt  to  the  Spaniards.  After  fix  weeks 
conference  in  Marche,  in  which  nothing  was  agreed 
upon,  Don  Gabriel  de  Toledo  having  been  fent  to 
Stenai,  concluded  the  treaty  there.  The  chief  ar-  April  * 
tides  were,  that  his  Catholic  Majefty  fhould  furnifh 
two  hundred  thoufand  crowns  for  raifing  of  troops, 
and  fifty  thoufand  crowns  a  month  for  their  main¬ 
tenance  •,  that  he  fhould  pay  threefcore  thoufand 
crowns  a  year  to  the  Duchefs  of  Longueville  and 
the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  for  their  private  expences, 

*  Seethe  Vifcount’s  memoirs. 
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An.  1640.  and -thofe  of  her  friends ;  that  he  fhould  reinforce 
the  troops  which  the  Vifcount  was  to  raife,  with  two 
thoufand  foot,  and  three  thoufand  effective  horfe, 
armed  and  maintained  at  the  King’s  expence  ;  that  he 
Ihould  not  come  to  an  accommodation  with  France, 
unlefs  fuch  friends  of  the  Princes,  as  had  been  difpof- 
feffed  of  their  eftates,  employments  or  dignities,  were 
entirely  reftored  to  them  •,  that  he  fhould  garrifon 
fuch  frontier  towns  as  fhould  be  taken  ;  but  that  with 
regard  to  thofe  which  fhould  be  feized  within  the 
Kingdom,  they  fhould  be  guarded  by  the  Vifcount’s 
troops  •,  that  the  Duchefs  of  Longueville  and  the 
Vifcount  fhould  give  up  to  his  Catholic  Majefty  the 
city  of  Stenai,  the  citadel  excepted,  as  foon  as  this 
fhould  be  required  •,  and  laflly,  that  if  the  Princes 
fhould  be  fet  at  liberty,  before  a  peace  was  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  two  Crowns,  they  fhould  take 
up  arms  with  their  adherents,  and  employ  all  their 
credit,  and  all  their  force  to  procure  a  fafe  and  ho¬ 
nourable  peace  between  France  and  Spain. 

The  vif-  After  the  figning  of  this  treaty,  which  wras  ra- 

to the Q^een.  tided  the  twenty  fecond  of  May,  by  the  King  of 
Spain,  Vifcount  de  Turenne  writ  a  letter  to  her  Ma¬ 
jefty,  in  which  he  reprefented,  very  refpedlfully, 
44  That  fhe  abandoned  herfelf  too  implicitly  to 
44  the  counfels  of  Mazarin  •,  that  in  imprifoning  the 
14  Prince  of  Conde,  whofe  birth  entitled  him  to  one 
44  of  the  chief  feats  in  the  Council,  during  the  mi- 
44  nority,  fhe  had  made  a  too  rigorous  ufe  of  her 
44  authority  ;  that  the  only  motive  of  the  Prime 
44  Minifter’s  difguft  againft  the  Prince,  and  thofe 
44  of  his  party,  was,  becaufe  they  endeavoured  to 
44  put  an  end  to  a  cruel  war,  between  two  Kings, 
44  brother  and  fon  to  the  Queen.”  Though  all  the 
reafons  he  offers  in  this  letter,  are  founded  upon 
falfe  principles,  yet  there  appears  in  it  a  wonderful 
candor  and  noblenefs  of  fpirit,  and  a  perfect  difin- 
tereftednefs.  We.  find  there  the  fentiments  of  a 
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hero,  but  of  a  hero  under  an  illufion.  He  con- An.  1650.' 
eludes  with  thefe  words,  which  fhew  the  high  idea 
he  entertained  of  the  great  Conde.  “  A  Prince 
“  who  has  fo  often  ventured  his  life,  and  been  la- 
“  vifh  of  his  blood  at  the  head  of  your  armies, 

“  to  make  your  name  formidable  to  all  your  ene- 
“  mies,  and  with  no  other  motive  than  to  enlarge 
“  your  frontiers,  as  he  has  already  done,  by  fo 
“  many  ftrong  and  important  cities  taken,  and 
“  whole  Provinces  conquered  by  him,  feems  to  have 
“  acquired  a  right  to  counfel  you,  in  the  cabinet, 
tc  to  peace,  without  being  fufpeded,  of  holding  a 
“  correfpondence  with  your  enemies,  or  being 
“  wanting  in  refped  to  your  Majefty.  Give  him, 

“  therefore.  Madam,  an  opportunity  of  joining 
“  in  fo  noble  a  work,  for  otherwife  his  opprelf- 
“  ed  innocence  will  add  to  the  war  between  the 
“  two  Crowns,  a  civil  and  inteftine  war,  in  which 
“  you  will  fee  your  fubjeds  tear  one  another  to 
“  pieces,  and  that  properly  for  the  quarrel  of  a  pri- 
“  vate  foreigner  againft  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  of 
“  France,  &c.  ” 

*  The  troops  were  no  fooner  alfembled,  but  the  The  vif- 
Spaniards  would  engage  the  Vifcount  to  march  an^n‘0!hiSde‘ 
army  into  Champaign,  whilftthey  themfelves  fhould  at 
be  in  motion  with  another  in  Picardy  •,  but  he  fuf-  w'sai%ufted. 
peding  they  had  a  defign  to  recover  the  cities  on 
the  frontiers,  which  had  been  conquered  by  the 
French,  refilled  to  feparate,  and  infilled  peremptorily 
upon  their  marching  the  united  armies  into  France, 
to  give  him  the  better  opportunity  of  fetting  the 
Princes  at  liberty,  and  procuring  a  general  peace. 

By  this  firmnefs,  he  prevented  the  lofs  of  thofe 
conquells  the  King  had  made  in  Flanders,  em¬ 
ploy’d  the  Spaniards  elfewhere,  and  endeavoured 
to  bring  them  into  the  heart  of  the  Kingdom,  in 
which  all  the  cities  that  Ihould  be  taken,  were  to  be 

*  Duks  of  York’s  memoirs, 
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An.  1 650.  entirely  at  his  command  :  and,  in  this  manner,  was 
he  careful  of  his  country’s  intereft,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  had  taken  up  arms  againft  it.  4  The  Spa¬ 
niards  debated,  in  full  council,  whether  they  fhould 
truft  him  with  the  command  of  their  troops;  and 
refolved  to  do  this,  from  the  knowledge  they  had 
of  his  innate  probity  ;  thougii  he  had  no  other 
pledge  to  give  them  than  his  promifes. 

.VnwfSthe  About  the  middle  of  June,  he  put  himfelf  at  the 
troops,  and  head  of  the'Spanifh  army,  compofed  of  feventeen 
cltefet  arid  or  eig’nteen  thoufand  men  ;  they  laid  fiege  to  Le  Ca- 
Gmfe.  telet,  a  fmall  town  at  the  fource  of  the  Scheld. 
They  firft  won  the  fuburbs  ;  and  making  a 
lodgment  on  the  counterfcarp,  attacked  the  place 
with  fo  much  vigour,  that  the  third  day  from  the 
opening  of  the  fiege,  the  peafants,  who  had  fled 
into  it  for  refuge,  with  their  wives,  their  children, 
and  their  effedts,  mutiny’d,  and  forced  the  Governor 
to  furrender.  About  the  end  of  the  fiege  the  Arch¬ 
duke,  who  was  in  Bruflels,  uneafy  at  feeing  the 
Spanifh  troops  under  the  command  of  a  French 
General,  and  in  France  too,  came  to  the  camp, 
and  immediately  after  the  taking  of  Catelet,  laid 
fiege  to  Guife,  and  opened  the  trenches  in  three 
different  places.  The  miners  were  got  to  the  walls, 
,  and  the  inhabitants  fearing  the  city  would  be  {form¬ 
ed,  abandoned  it,  and  retired,  with  their  effedts, 
into  the  caftle.  Againft  this  the  Spaniards  then  turn¬ 
ed  their  whole  force,  and  after  having  fprung 
a  mine,  imagined  they  might  attempt  a  ftorm  ; 
but  by  the  rubbifh  from  the  walls,  the  place, 
which  was  fteep,  was  rendered  ffill  more  inac- 
ceffible.  During  this  interval,  Marfhal  du  Pleflis- 
Praflin,  appointed  General  of  the  French  army,  by 
the  King,  who  was  come  to  Compiegne,  polled 
himfelf  between  Landrecies  and  the  camp  of  the 
beflegers,  to  cut  off  their  proviflons  •,  and  he  inter- 

•j~  Mem.  de  Frem.  d’Ablanc.  &  de  Langlade, 
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cepted  a  very  confiderable  convoy.  The  roads  An.  1650.' 
were  grown  very  bad,  occafioned  by  the  heavy 
rains  •,  and  the  Spaniards,  for  want  of  horfes,  being 
unable  to  bring  any  provifions  to  their  camp,  fo 
great  a  fcarcity  enfued,  that  they  were  forced  to 
raife  the  ficge,  and  feek  for  provifions  towards 
La  Capelle.  The  Archduke  and  the  Vifcount  be- 
fieged  this  town  about  the  beginning  of  Auguft, 
and  taking  it  in  ten  days,  they  croffed  the  river 
Oife. 

Turenne  was  defirous  of  marching  diredtly  to^eenetei^ 
Paris;  but  the  Spaniards  refufing  to  go,  he  drew fe[thePrm- 
near  Vervines  with  a  detachment  of  two  thoufand ces  at  Ubertt* 
horfe,  to  obferve  the  King’s  army,  which  was  at 
Marie.  He  was  foon  mafter  of  the  whole  country, 
by  the  retreat  of  Marfhal  du  Pleflls-Praflir,  who 
had  entrenched  himfelf  behind  the  morafies  of  Notre 
Dame  de  Liefle,  and  he  feized  upon  Rhetel,  Cha¬ 
teau,  Porcien  and  Neufchatel.  Then  leaving,  near 
the  laft  named  town,  the  Spanifii  forces,  who  again 
refufed  to  follow  him,  he  croffed  the  river  Aine 
at  the  head  of  three  thoufand  horfe  and  five  hun¬ 
dred  mufketeers,  and  marched  towards  Paris.  Mar- 
quifs  d’Hocquincourt  was  at  Fimes,  covered  by  the 
river  Vele,  with  ten  regiments  of  horfe,  and  an 
hundred  mufketeers.  The  Vifcount  defeated  him, 
took  four  or  five  hundred  prifoners,  and  obliged 
him  to  retire  to  Soifions.  Knowing  that  the  King’s 
army  was  advanced  as  far  as  Rheims,  he  polled  a 
body  of  troops  behind  the  Marne,  and  another  at 
la  Ferte-Milon,  in  order  to  feize  upon  all  the  pafifes. 

He  intended  to  go  next  day  and  inveft  the  caftle 
of  Vincennes,  in  hopes  to  deliver  the  Princes  ;  and 
doubtlefs  would  have  fet  them  at  liberty,  had  not 
the  Court  already  convey’d  them  to  Marcoufli,  eight 
leagues  from  Paris,  in  the  road  to  Orleans.  Fail¬ 
ing  in  his  attempt,  he  returned  back,  repafled  the 
river  Aine,  and  rejoined  with  the  Spanifii  army. 

2  And 
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An.  1645.  And  now  fome  propofals  were  made  for  peace. 
'-^vrN*-^Don  Gabriel  de  Toledo  went  to  Paris,  and  the 
for§Prace°nS  troops  continued  unaftive,  during  a  month,  at  Fimes, 
Moufon  be-  whither  the  Court  had  fent  Marquis  de  Yerderonne. 
Seen. and  As  the  negotiations  proved  abortive,  the  Arch¬ 
duke  held  a  council,  to  confider  which  of  the  fron¬ 
tier  cities  it  would  be  proper  to  befiege.  The  Spa¬ 
niards  were  defirous  of  marching  to  Rocroi,  btst  the 
Yifcount  prevailed  with  them  to  prefer  Moufon,  the 
taking  of  which  might  preferve  Stenai,  this  being 
but  two  leagues  from  it,  and  would  extend  the 
winter  quarters  farther,  the  feafon  of  which  was 
now  approaching.  About  the  end  of  September 
Moufon  was  inverted,  but  the  continuance  of  the 
rains,  and  the  few  ordnance  that  the  Spaniards  had, 
retarded  the  taking  of  this  town  till  the  middle  of 
November.  The  Spanifh  army,  which  had  been 
very  much  weakened,  and  harrafied,  by  the  length 
of  the  fiege,  took  up  their  winter  quarters  in 
Flanders.  The  Vifcount  endeavoured,  in  vain,  to 
keep  them  with  him  •,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  only  eight  thoufand  men  upon  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  between  the  Aine  and  the  Meufe,  to  guard 
the  feveral  towns  he  had  taken. 

IteBo^non  NVhilft  the  Vifcount  was  thus  fighting  to  free  the 
and  de  la  Princes,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  had  taken  up  arms 
Mdtdedare  'n  ^e  fame  caufe  at  Turenne,  whither  he  withdrew 
for  the  immediately  after  their  imprifonment.  The  Duke 
Princes,  had  engaged  the  year  before,  in  the  ftrifteft  friend- 
fhip  with  Conde,  from  the  hopes  that  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  this  Prince  would  be  great  enough  to  com¬ 
plete  the  exchange  of  Sedan.  Upon  advice  of  the 
Duke’s  motions  in  Turenne,  the  Court  feized,  at  his 
houfe  in  Paris,  the  Duchefs  his  Lady,  and  Charlotte 
dela  Tour  his  filter,  who  having  efcaped  through 
the  vent-hole  of  a  cellar,  were  taken  a  fecond  time  and 
carried  to  the  Baftille.  Their  confinement,  fo  far  from 
bringing  over  the  Duke,  as  the  Court  had  hoped, 

exafpe- 
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exafperated  him  the  more,  and  engaged  him  to  de- An.  1650* 
clare  openly  for  the  Princes.  The  Duke  of  Roche- 
foucault,  who  had  left  the  Duchefs  of  Longueville 
at  Dieppe,  was  gone  to  his  Government  of  Poitou, 
to  prepare  the  minds  of  its  inhabitants  for  rebellion. 

Under  the  pretext  of  his  father’s  interment,  he  had  af- 
fembled  the  Gentlemen  and  his  vaffals,  to  the  number 
of  2000  horfe  and  600  foot ;  but  hearing  that  Marfhal 
de  la  Meilieraie  was  ordered  to  march  againft  him,  he 
fled  for  protection  to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  in  T  urenne, 
where  they  concerted  meafures  to  engage  the  Bourde- 
lois  *  to  take  up  arms  again.  There  had  been  com¬ 
motions  the  year  before  in  Guyenne,  occafioned  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  Duke  d’Epernon,  who 
was  Governor  of  it.  D’Epernon,  proud  of  being 
born  of  a  mother,  who  delcended  from  the  laft 
Earls  of  Foix,  and  of  the  court  which  Cardinal 
Mazarin  paid  to  the  Duke  of  Candale  his  fon,  to 
engage  him  to  marry  Anna-Maria  Martinozzi,  the 
Cardinal’s  niece  •,  had  behaved  with  infupportable 
pride  towards  the  Gentry  and  the  Parliament,  who 
excited  the  Bourdelois  againft  him,  and  drove  him 
from  their  city.  Although  the  treaty  concluded  at 
Ruel  leemed  to  have  quieted  thefe  feuds,  there  yet 
remained,  with  regard  to  the  Duke  d’Epernon,  a 
fpirit  of  diffidence  which  the  Dukes  of  Bouillon 
and  Rochefoucault  took  advantage  of,  to  engage 
the  Bourdelois  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  Princes  ; 
and  they  were  fo  much  the  lefs  averfe  to  this,  as,  ac¬ 
cording  to  all  the  Court  manifefto’s,  the  greateft 
crime  laid  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  was  his  having 
fupported  vigoroufly  the  interefts  of  the  Bourdelois, 
in  oppofition  to  the  Duke  d’Epernon. 

To  give  the  greater  credit  and  Juftretothis  rebel- The  Pr!n*  . 
lion,  and  to  animate  the  zeal  of  the  Gafcoins,  the^  h^Duke 
Dukes  of  Bouillon  and  Rochfoucault  lollicited  thed’En?uieri 
Princefs  of  Conde,  who  with  her  fon  the  Duke  renne^'and " 
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An.  i6;o.d’Enguien,  an  infant,  had  fled  to  Montrond  in  Ber- 
ry,  to  leave  her  afylum  and  come  to  Turenne, 
whence  they  would  conduct  her  to  Bourdeaux.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  the  Princefs  fet  out,  and  the  Dukes  com  - 
ing  to  meet  her  with  eight  fquadrons,  conducted 
her  to  Turenne.  She  ftaid  a  week  in  this  city,  du¬ 
ring  which  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  though  in  very 
unhappy  circumftances,  treated  her  with  magnifi¬ 
cence.  Her  flay,  which  was  necefiary  to  animate 
the  Bourdelois  ftill  more,  gave  the  Chevalier  de  la 
Valette  an  opportunity  of  marching  with  a  large 
detachment  of  the  King’s  army  to  the  road  which 
the  Princds  was  to  pafs,  in  order  to  intercept  her. 
The  Duke  of  Bouillon  being  informed  of  this,  got 
together  by  ringing  die  alarum-bell,  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Vifcounty,  and  formed  a  body  of  near 
2500  men,  400  of  whom  were  Gentlemen.  He 
placed  the  Princefs  and  the  Duke  d’Enguien  in  the 
centre  of  this  little  army,  and  marched  diredtly  to 
Montfort,  where  he  was  joined  by  1500  men, troopers 
or  foot  foldiers.  The  Chevalier  de  la  Valette,  fearing 
he  fhould  be  intercepted,  retired  with  the  utmoft  di¬ 
ligence  :  neverthelefs,  in  fpite  of  all  his  hafte,  he 
was  overtaken  at  Montelard  in  Perigord,  whence, 
•.running  away  without  once  engaging,  he  elcaped 
to  Bergerac,  but  loft  all  his  baggage.  The  Prin¬ 
cefs  went  forwards  towards  Bourdeaux,  where  the 
inhabitants  received  her  with  the  higheft  teftimo- 
nies  of  joy.  Though  the  Parliament  and  the  She¬ 
riffs  did  not  wait  upon  her  in  their  formalities,  there 
were  very  few  but  gave  her  the  ftrongeft  affiiran- 
ces  of  being  at  her  devotion. 

The  court  The  Dukes  of  Bouillon  and  Rochefoucault,  tho* 
to  Bour-ar  k  was  oppofed  by  the  adherents  of  Duke  d’Eper- 
4eaux.  non,  were  received  in  the  city  two  days  after.  The 
Court,  hearing  of  the  late  tranfadlions,  caufed  Mar- 
fhal  de  la  Meilleraie  to  march  his  army  towards 
Bourdeaux  ;  and  the  King,  leaving  Paris  under  the 

:  command 
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command  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  fet  out  with  the  An.  1647. 
Queen,  the  Cardinal,  and  the  whole  Court.  The 
Dukes  of  Bouillon  and  Rochefoucault,  who  had 
afiembled  in  a  very  fhort  time,  near  3000  foot  and 
7  or  800  horfe,  had  poflelTed  themfelves  of  Caftel- 
nau,  four  leagues  from  Bourdeaux,  and  would  have 
advanced  ftill  farther,  had  they  not  heard  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  Marfhal  de  la  Meilleraie,  and  that  of 
Duke  d’Epernon,  who  had  joined  his  troops  to  thofe 
of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Valette.  On  thefe  advices, 
the  Princefs  fent  the  Marquifles  de  Silleri  and  Sauve- 
boeuf  to  Spain,  with  full  powers  to  treat  with  his 
Catholick  Majefty,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Du- 
chefs  de  Longueville  and  Vifcount  de  Turenne  had 
done  before,  with  regard  to  the  liberty  of  the  Princes, 
and  the  conclufion  of  a  peace  between  the  two  Crowns. 

The  Dukes  of  Bouillon  and  Rochefoucault,  af-Duked’E» 
ter  having  left  a  garrifon  in  Caftelnau,  polled  the^n™"^ 
reft  of  the  forces  at  Blanquefort,  two  leagues  from attacks  th«- 
Bourdeaux.  Here  Duke  d’Epernon  came  and  at^the'oukee 
tacked  their  quarters,  wer  Chambon  a  Major  BouMmi 
General,  commanded  in  their  abfence.  Chambon,  Rochefou- 
being  unable  to  defend  the  entrance  of  his  quarters cault* 
againft  Duke  d’Eptrnon’s  army,  becaufe  of  its  fupe- 
riority,  retreated  in  good  order,  by  means  of  the 
morafies  and  canals  with  which  he  was  furrounded. 

Then  the  Dukes  of  Bouillon  and  Rochefoucault, 
hurried  along  by  the  impetuofity  of  the  popu¬ 
lace,  ran  with  a  great  number  of  the  townfmen, 
and  having  joined  their  forces,  returned  to  combat 
Duke  d’Epernon  ;  but  being  fcopt  by  the  fame  ca¬ 
nals,  they  had  no  opportunity  to  engage,  fo  that 
only  a  few  Ikirmiilies  were  fought,  in  which  the 
Duke  loft  the  greateft  number  of  men.  Whilft  his 
Majefty’s  forces  advanced  nearer  every  day  to 
Bourdeaux,  the  King  arrived  at  Libcurne,  be- 
fieged  the  caftle  of  Vaire  on  the  Dordogne,  and 
hanged  the  Governor  of  it,  who  had  furrendred  at 
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An.  i6;o.difcretion.  But  to  encourage  the  Bourdelois,  who 
were  intimidated  and  wavering,  the  rebels  hung 
up  by  way  of  reprifal  the  Baron  de  Canole  *,  taken 
in  Fort  St.  George,  of  which  he  was  Comman¬ 
der.  This  bold  action  furprifed  the  Court,  exaf- 
perated  the  Queen,  and  gave  frefh  fpirits  to  the 
Bourdelois,  who  now  refolved  to  ftand  out  a  fiege. 
In  this  view  they  raifed,  with  the  utmoft  diligence, 
a  fort  of  four  fmall  baftions  oppofite  to  Bourdeaux, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  and  laboured  very  in- 
duftrioufly  to  fortify  the  city  on  every  other  fide. 
*Twas  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  war,  that  they  fhould 
burn  and  rafe  the  houfes  of  the  fuburb  called  St. 
Surin,  which  was  open  on  every  fide,  and  difficult 
to  maintain  •,  but  the  citizens,  who  were  matters  on 
this  occafion,  oppofed  it.  Endeavours  were  there¬ 
fore  ufed  to  preferve  the  fuburb  ;  and,  to  cover  the 
gate  called  Digeau,  which  flood  neareft  it,  they 
were  obliged,  for  want  of  other  fortifications,  to 
make  ufe  of  a  little  eminence  compofed  of  filth  and 
rubbifh,  which,  being  in  the  fhape  of  a  half-moon  -f*, 
without  either  parapet  or  ditch,  proved  neverthelefs 
the  ftrongeft  defence  of  the  place, 
particular^  Cardinal  Mazarin,  leaving  the  King  at  Bourg, 
thTiWe°of  came  to  rhe  army,  when  a  refolution  was  taken  to 
Bourdsaux,  attack  the  fuburb  of  S.  Surin,  in  hopes  of  lodging 
themfelves  the  very  firft  day,  at  the  gate  called  Di¬ 
geau,  the  half- moon  of  which,  ’twas  fuppofed, 
could  be  eafily  carried.  Marfhal  de  la  Meilleraie 
commanded  Palluau  to  cut  off  the  communication 
between  the  fuburb  and  the  city,  whilft  he  himfelf 
fhould  attack  the  barricades  and  houfes  of  the  fuburb ; 
but  having  charged  before  Palluau  was  come  up,  he 
met  with  greater  refiftance  than  he  had  imagined. 
The  mufketeers,  who  were  potted  in  the  hedges 

*  This  is  his  name,  in  Labard’s  Hilt.  B.  8.  and  Can'A,  in  Lenet’s  Mem. 
tom.  2.  pag.  9v 

+  Lenet  in  Vol.  II.  pag.  287  of  his  Memoirs,  calls  this  half-moon  a  heap 
*/. fiM.  ' 

'  and 


Vifcount  de  TURENNF.  181 

and  vineyards  which  covered  the  fuburb,  Hrft  ftopt  An.  1650. 
the  forces  of  his  Majefty,  who  loft  a  great  number 
offoldiers,  and  feveral  officers.  The  Duke  of  Bou¬ 
illon  was  pofted  in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Surin, 
with  as  many  of  the  townfmen  as  he  had  been  able 
to  get  together,  to  relieve  the  pofts  ;  and  the  Duke 
of  Rochefoucault  was  at  the  barricade,  this  being 
the  principal  attack.  The  adtion  was  very  warm, 

100  or  120  of  the  townfmen  being  killed,  and  feven 
or  800  of  the  King’s  troops.  Neverthelefs,  the  lat¬ 
ter  forced  the  barricade,  took  the  fuburb,  but  could 
advance  no  farther.  The  Marffial  thought  it 
neceftary  to  open  the  trenches,  in  order  to  carry 
the  half-moon.  As  it  had  no  ditch,  the  townfmen 
would  not  mount  guard  there,  and  only  ffiot  from 
behind  the  adjacent  walls.  The  bcfiegers  attacked 
this  half- moon  three  times  with  the  flower  of  their 
troops,  and  the  Bourdelois  made  as  many  follies,  in 
every  one  of  which  they  fcowered  the  trench  and 
burnt  the  lodgments.  The  flege,  at  the  thirteenth  day, 
was  not  more  advanced  than  the  firft.  ’Tis  furpri- 
fing,  that  a  heap  of  filth  could  ferve  as  a  fortification 
againft  11000  regular  troops ;  nothing  ffiows  more 
evidently,  how  far  the  abilities  of  a  General  may  go 
on  thofe  occafions,  when  all  hopes  of  fuccour  are  loft. 

The  Duke  of  Bouillon,  by  the  brave  defence  he 
made  here,  and  by  other  well  known  actions,  gave 
proofs  of  his  great  {kill  in  the  fcience  of  war.  As 
the  Bourdelois  had  not  infantry  enough  to  relieve  the 
guards  of  fuch  pofts  as  were  attack’d,  and  as  thofe 
who  were  not  wounded  were  too  much  harrafled  in 
fight.  Bouillon  and  Rochefoucault  relieved  them  by 
the  troopers  who  difmounted,  and  they  themfelves 
ftaid  in  Bourdeaux,  in  order  that  their  prefence 
might  prevail  with  greater  numbers  to  continue  there. 

At  laft  Marffial  de  la  Meilleraie  carried  on  the 
trench  through  the  pafiage  which  goes  from  the 
Carthufians  to  the  Archbifhoprick,  and  raifed  a  bat- 
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tery  of  fix  pieces  of  canon  which  ruined  the  walls  of 
the  city. 

While  thefe  things  were  doing,  the  Parliament  of 
Paris  fenttwo  officers  of  the  great  chamber,  to  intreat 
her  Majefty  to  pardon  the  inhabitants  of  Guyenne. 
Having  paid  their  compliments  to  the  Queen,  they 
went  immediately  to  Bourdeaux,  reprefented  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms  to  the  Parliament  and  to  the  townf- 
men  the  great  danger  to  which  they  were  expofed, 
offered  themfelves  as  fureties  for  whatever  promifes 
the  Queen  fhould  make,  and  at  laft  prevailed  with 
the  Bourdelois  to  fue  for  peace.  Deputies  from  the 
city  followed  the  two  Counfellors  who  returned  to 
Bourg ;  and,  after  a  truce  of  fix  days,  the  twenty 
ninth  of  September,  a  treaty  was  concluded,  by 
which  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  King  fhould  par¬ 
don  his  fubjedts  of  Bourdeaux  ;  that  the  Princefs  of 
Conde  and  the  Duke  d’Enguien  fhould  retire 
to  Montrond  •,  that  the  Dukes  of  Bouillon  and 
Rochefoucault  fhould  give  their  parole  of  honour 
never  to  bear  arms  againft  the  King  ;  and  that  his 
Majefty  fhould  come  into  Bourdeaux  with  only  the 
guards  ufually  attending  him,  and  fend  away  his 
forces.  Immediately,  the  Princefs  of  Conde  and 
the  Prince  her  fon,  the  Dukes  of  Bouillon  and 
Rochefoucault  left  Bourdeaux,  and  went  to  Bourg, 
to  pay  their  compliments  to  the  King  and  Queen  ; 
on  their  firft  approaching  their  Majefties  they  fell 
upon  their  knees,  and  begged  pardon.  The  Queen 
received  them  very  gracioufly,  and  they  dined 
with  Cardinal  Mazarin.  The  conferences  they 
had  with  his  Eminence,  to  perfuade  him  to  fet  the 
Princes  at  liberty  and  join  with  them,  raifed  the 
jealoufy  of  the  Frondeurs ,  and  afterwards  gave 
occaffon  to  the  enlargement  of  the  Princes  and  the 
■  Cardinal’s  exile.  Their  Majefties  went  on  board 
a  galley  which  the  Bourdelois  had  fent  them,  and 
made  their  entry  into  Bourdeaux,  the  canon  firing, 
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and  in  the  midft  of  publick  acclamations.  They  con-  An.  1 650. 
tinuedhere  ten  days,  during  which  they  reftored  the^"V"NJ 
firft  Prefident  and  the  Officers,  who  refufing  to 
join  in  the  rebellion,  had  left  the  city.  The  fifteenth 
the  Court  fet  out  for  Fountainbleau,  where  they  ar¬ 
rived  about  the  end  of  the  month.  The  Minifter, 
proud  of  his  having  fo  happily  ended  the  war  of  Guy- 
enne,  no  longer  fpared  the  Frondeurs,  and  caufed 
the  three  Princes  to  be  conveyed  from  the  cuftle  of 
Marcouffi  to  Havre  de  Grace,  whence  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  difficult  for  his  enemies  to  refcuethem. 

The  Cardinal  being  returned  to  Paris,  heard  that  The  King’s 
he  was  accufed  of  deflroying  the  bcft  troops  in  thej™^sri™rch 
Kingdom  before  Bourdeaux,  at  a  time  when  the  Spa-  Rhetci. 
niards  had  advanced  very  far  in  Champagne.  To 
quiet  thefe  murmurs,  he  formed  a  defign  of  retaking 
Rhetel  *,  and  having  reinforced  the  troops  which 
came  from  Guyenne,  with  thofe  drawn  out  of  the 
garrifons  on  the  frontiers  of  Picardy  and  Champagne,  Nov.  25- 
he  got  together  an  army  of  15  or  16000  men,  and 
gave  the  command  to  Marfhal  du  Pleffis  Praflin, 
with  orders  to  march  and  befiege  Rhetel. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  had  pofrefifed  himfelf  of  Particulars 
thistown  in  Auguft  of  the  preceding  year,  and  had^^e£eof 
appointed  Degli  Ponti  Governor  of  it,  who  was  re¬ 
puted  the  molt  famous  warrior  of  his  time  for  de¬ 
fending  cities.  He  had  left  a  garrifon  there  of  about 
17  or  1800  men,  and  conveyed  into  it  a  very  large 
quantity  of  ammunition  and  provifions.  Marfhal 
du  Pleffis  fet  out  from  Chalons  with  his  army,  and 
arrived  the  ninth  of  December  in  fight  of  Rhetel,  Dec.  7* 
which  he  inverted  the  fame  day.  Fie  took  up  his 
quarters  on  both  fidesof  the  river  Aine  •,  and,  becaufe 
the  feafon  did  not  permit  him  to  encamp,  and  that 
the  enemy  was  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
town,  they  did  not  draw  lines  of  contravallation  *. 

Jie  prefently  opened  the  trenches  on  the  fide  towards 

*  of  du  Pltflis  Praflin,  pag.  zoo, 
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An.  1650.  the  Capuchins,  winding  below  the  citadel,  to  attack 
it  at  the  fame  time  with  the  city.  They  intended  to 
make  a  fecond  attack  at  the  fuburb  of  the  Minims, 
getting  to  the  end  of  the  bridge  by  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  and  to  attempt  the  gate  which  was  not 
well  flanked.  Marfhal  du  Pleliis  was  fome  time  in 
fufpence,  fuppoflng  very  juftly,  that  fo  ftrong  a 
garrifon  would  not  fuffer  any  approaches  by  a  quar¬ 
ter  fo  difficult  of  accefs,  and  to  which  the  only  way 
was  by  eroding  the  river  Aine,  which  was  generally 
pretty  rapid,  and  at  that  time  very  much  fwelled  by 
the  rains  •,  however.  Cardinal  Mazarin  arrived  in 
the  camp,  and  fixed  the  refolution  of  the  Marfhal, 
who  immediately  gave  orders  for  attacking  the  fub¬ 
urb.  In  three  days  they  drove  the  befieged  out  of  it, 
eroded  an  arm  of  the  river,  and  made  a  breach  in 
the  towers  which  flanked  the  gate  of  the  city.  As 
the  bridge  was  broke  down,  they  threw  large  planks 
over  fuch  beams  as  were  Hill  remaining,  which  the 
foldiers  went  over,  mounted  the  breach,  and  made 
a  lodgment  on  it,  in  fpite  of  the  refinance  of  the  be¬ 
fieged.  Degli  Ponti,  whether  his  courage  failed 
him,  or  he  had  been  bribed  by  the  Cardinal,  who 
poffibly  would  not  have  come  to  the  fiege  had  he  not 
been  fare  of  fuccefs,  demanded  to  capitulate,  and 
bafely  furrendred  the  town  the  fourth  day  of  the  fiege, 
after  having  wrote  word  to  the  Vifccunt  the  night 
before,  that  he  was  able  to  hold  out  four  days  longer. 

Turenne,  judging  that  the  lofs  of  Rhetel  would 
Th=  vif-  draw  after  it  the  conqueft  of  the  feveral  towns  he 
tooTate'to' 5  taken  in  Champagne,  had  refolved  to  fuccour 
fuccour  it  at  all  hazards  •,  but  he  did  not  care  to  airive  there 

Rhcte1,  till  after  it  was  inverted,  that  he  might  find  the 

trenches  opened,  the  canon  planted  on  tire  batte¬ 
ry,  and  the  Royal  army  feparated  in  their  quarters 
round  the  city  ;  he  being  far  from  imagining,  that 
Degli  Ponti  having  fo  ftrong  a  garrifon  and  fo  well 
provided,  would  have  made  fo  feeble  k  refiftance. 

He 
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He  left  the  neighbourhood  of  Mountfawcon,  between  An.  1650; 
the  Meufe  and  the  Aine,  and  after  marching  four 'v-/'’YX? 
days,  arrived  an  hour  before  fun-fet  within  a  league 
of  Rhetel,  where  fome  prifoners  they  took,  inform¬ 
ed  him  that  the  Spanifh  garrifon  had  juft  before  ca¬ 
pitulated,  and  that  Marfhal  du  Pleflis  having  raifed 
his  quarters,  upon  advice  of  the  Vifcount’s  approach, 
had  drawn  them  up  in  one  body  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river.  T  urenne  kept  his  army  in  order  of  battle 
the  whole  night,  and  the  next  day,  being  able  only 
to  retreat,  he  returned  fpeedily  back,  marched  four 
leagues  complete  without  halting  once,  got  to  the 
valley  of  du  Bourg,  refted  his  forces  there,  and  left 
behind  him  fome  Croatian  mercenaries,  to  obferve 
whether  he  fliould  be  purfued.  On  the  other  fide, 

Marfhal  du  Pleflis,  defirous  of  forcing  the  Vifcount 
either  to  fight  or  repafs  the  Meufe,  made  every 
trooper  take  fome  oats,  and  marched  in  the  night 
between  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  towards  Genne- 
ville,  where  he  arrived  at  day-break,  and  there  re-  Decent.  15. 
ceived  advice,  that  the  Vifcount  was  within  three 
leagues  of  him.  Immediately  he  fet  out,  and  a- 
bout  nine  in  the  morning  approached  the  Spanifh 
army.  The  Vifcount  having  notice  of  this  by  his 
Croatians,  marched  immediately  out  of  the  valley, 
pofiefied  himfelf  of  an  eminence  to  the  left  coming 
from  Rhetel,  and  made  two  leagues  more,  whilftthe 
King’s  army  marched  on  an  eminence  to  the  right, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  valley  *.  The  thick  fog 
which  had  prevented  their  feeing  each  other’s  march 
difperfed,  and  the  two  armies  perceived  one  ano¬ 
ther  at  the  fame  time.  The  Vifcount  ft  ill  refolv- 
ing  to  retire,  and  the  Marfhal  to  fight,  each 
continued  his  road  :  fo  that  the  two  armies  march¬ 
ed  above  a  league  on  two  parallel  hills,  afide  of 
each  other,  within  half  the  diftance  of  canon-fhot. 

Du  Pleflis  Praflin  fought  for  fome  commodious 

&  \ 

*  See  the  MSS.  Mem.  ofTkbbe  Raguenet. 
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An.  1650.  fpot  that  might  engage  Turenne  to  fight,  and 
had  already  repented  his  having  let  flip  leveral 
opportunities,  which  he  had  negledted  with  no  other 
view,  than  in  the  hopes  of  meeting  with  one  more  ad¬ 
vantageous.  At  laft,  noon  being  come,  and  confider- 
ing  that  there  would  be  but  little  more  than  three  hours 
fun,  he  refolved  to  march  dow'n  into  the  valley  and 
attack  the  Spaniards,  for  fear  they  Ihould  be  gone  next 
morning.  He  therefore  made  his  army  halt,  between 
the  village  of  St.  Stephen,  and  that  of  Sommepi,  in 
•the  plain  called  le  Blanc  Champ  fthe  white  field,)  and 
gave  orders  for  its  being  drawn  up  in  order  of  bat¬ 
tle,  whilft  he  himfelf  went  and  reconnoitred  the 
bottom  of  the  valley. 

The  two  At  this  motion,  the  Vifcount  found  it  would  be 
yp^or'deT  impoffible  to  avoid  coming  to  a  battle,  tho’  the 
«f  battle,  match  was  not  equal.  ’Twould  be  a  great  advan¬ 
tage  to  him  to  continue  on  the  hill  but  ’twould  alfo 
be  no  fmall  one  to  go  and  attack  the  Marlhal,  before 
all  the  infantry,  which  was  not  yet  come  up,  Ihould 
have  joined  the  King’s  army.  He  was  fome  time 
in  fufpence  which  courfe  to  take,  but  at  laft  he  re¬ 
folved  on  the  latter.  Immediately  he  marched  down 
into  the  valley,  and  advanced  into  the  plain  of  Blanc 
Champ,  with  his  little  army  compos’d  of  Germans, 
Lorrainers  and  French,  who  were,  in  all,  but  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  foot,  and  five  thoufand  five 
hundred  horfe.  They  were  foon  drawn  up  in  two- 
lines  :  he  polled  the  Germans  ofi  the  right  wing, 
commanded  by  la  Fauge  ;  the  Lorrainers  under 
Count  de  Ligneville  on  the  left  wing  ;  the  Marquif- 
fes  de  Beauvau,  Bouteville,  Puras  and  Montaufier 
„  with  the  French  fquadrons,  in  the  firft  line  of  the 
main  body,  and  the  infantry  in  the  center. 

Marlhal  du  Pleffis  had  alfo  drawn  up  his  army 
in  two  lines :  he  had  given  the  command  of  his  right 
wing  to  Marquifs  de  Villequier,  and  that  of  the  left 
to  Marquis  d’Hocquincourt ;  both  Lieutenant  Ge¬ 
nerals  ; 
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nerals :  as  for  the  Marfhal,  he  took  his  poft  in  the  An.  1650. 
center,  with  the  old  German  Regiments  (headed  by 
general  Rofen)  which  had  ferved  under  Marfhal 
Turenne  in  the  laftwars  of  Germany. 

The  Vifcount  took  ftjs  poft  at  the  head  of  his  left 
wing,  and  marched  againft  the  right  wing  of  Mar¬ 
fhal  du  Pleflis.  The  Lorrain  fquadrons  having 
prefently  doubled,  the  King’s  Horfe  had  time  to 
oppofe  but  three  fquadrons  againft  them.  In  this 
difpofition,  they  advanced  fo  near,  that  the  heads 
of  the  horfes  of  the  two  armies  touch’d.  The  Vif¬ 
count  exerted  himfelf  with  fo  much  vigour,  in  or¬ 
der  to  force  the  Marfhal’s  right  wing,  that  the  Lor¬ 
rain  fquadrons  were  very  near  as  much  broke  as  thofe 
of  the  King’s  army,  and  in  many  places  they  mingled 
with  one  another :  but  at  the  fame  time,  the  Marquifies 
de  Beauvau,  Bouteville,  Duras,  and  Montaufier,  quite 
routed  thofe  who  oppofed  them,  and  penetrated  to 
the  canon.  The  right  wing  had  not  been  fo  fuccefs- 
ful,  for  la  Fauge,  who  commanded  it,  tho’  he  had 
fome  advantage  in  the  firft  onfet,  was  in  the  fe- 
cond  taken  prifoner,  and  the  Germans  fled.  Mar¬ 
quis  d’Hocquincourt,  who  commanded  the  left  wing 
of  the  Royal  army,  detach’d  Rofen  with  fome  fqua¬ 
drons  to  purfue  them,  led  on  the  remainder  of  his 
victorious  wing  to  fuccour  Marfhal  du  Pleflis,  and 
charg’d  the  Vifcount.  Both  parties  fought  with 
great  fury :  the  fquadrons  on  each  fide  were  feveral 
times  broke,  rallied  afrefh,  and  brought  on  again 
to  the  charge.  The  battle  was  long,  bloody  and 
obftinate  :  the  canon  charged  with  cartouches,  and 
which  the  Vifcount  had  plac’d  at  the  head  of  his  bat¬ 
talions,  made  a  dreadful  havock  in  the  King’s  army  : 
at  laft,  Marfhal  du  Pleflis  having  rallied  a  third 
time  his  fquadrons,  and  joined  his  firft  and  fecond 
lines,  firft  charg’d  Turenne  with  the  flower  of  his 
two  wings,  and  afterwards  extending  his  right  and 
left,  furrounded  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  his 

broken 
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An.  1 650.  broken  difpers’d  battalions  were  put  to  flight.  He 
was  abandon’d  by  his  whole  army,  the  regiment  of 
Turenne  excepted,  which  was  cut  to  pieces  •,  and 
himfelf,  with  only  la  Berge  a  lieutenant  of  his 
guards,  were  in  the  midftof  the  Royal  fquadrons  f. 
The  Vifcount  was  known  by  eight  German  troopers, 
who  would  have  raken  him  •,  but  la  Berge  and  him¬ 
felf  having  killed  feme  of  them,  they  difengaged 
themfelves  from  the  reft  ;  and  by  the  greateft  good 
fortune,  withdrew  from  the  midft  of  the  French,  la 
Berge  crying  aloud  perpetually,  that  they  belong’d 
to  the  Royal  army,  and  had  been  attack’d  by 
the  Germans  through  miftake.  The  Vifcount  could 
not  ride  to  any  great  diftance,  becaufe  his  horfe  had 
received  five  wounds :  but  he  met  Lavaux,  an  offi¬ 
cer  of  Beauvau’s  regiment,  who  gave  him  his ; 
and  the  only  ufe  he  made  of  it,  was,  to  ride  to  a 
place  of  farety,  for  there  was  now  no  poffibility  of 
renewing  the  combat  ;  the  Lorrain  and  German 
cavalry,  as  well  as  the  infantry,  were  fled,  and  the 
artillery  was  taken,  with  Don  Stephen  de  Gamarre, 
who  commanded  it. 

The  vif-  After  this  total  defeat,  the  only  thing  the  Vifcount 
treat 'after  had  to  do  was  to  make  a  retreat.  The  ffiorteft  way 
the  lofsot  the  was  by  the  river  Aine  ;  but  as  the  King’s  troops, 
who  were  purfuing  thofe  that  fled,  cut  off  his  paf- 
fage,  he  was  obliged  to  go  by  the  plains  of  Cham¬ 
paign.  As  night  drew  on,  and  the  Royal  forces 
were  extremely  fatigued,  he  arrived  without  any 
obflacle  at  Bar-le-Duc,  with  1 50  horfe.  Here  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Duras  came  up  with  a  hundred  more  *,  and 
the  Vifcount  having  order’d  him  to  march  both  bo¬ 
dies  into  Luxembourg,  fet  out,  after  fix  hours  ftay, 
and  attended  by  twelve  or  fifteen  Gentlemen,  went 
diredtly  to  Montmedi,  where  he  found  the  reft  of 
his  cavalry  which  had  efcaped.  He  loft  half  his 
army,  twelve  hundred  were  left  dead  upon  the  field, 

T  MSS.  Mem.  of  Vifcount  de  Turenne. 
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and  three  thoufand  were  taken  prifoners.  Being  An.  1650. 
afked,  a  long  time  afterwards,  by  an  indifcreet 
young  man,  how  he  happen’d  to  lofe  the  battles  of 
Mariendal  and  of  Rhetel,  he  only  anfwered,  by  my 
own  fault.  And  whenfome  Officers  affirmed,  that  he 
had '  never  a<fted  with  greater  prudence  than  in  thofe 
two  engagements,  the  Vifcount  anfwer’d,  “  Were  I 
“  to  be  a  little  fevere  upon  my  felf,  I  would  obferve, 

“  that  I  loft  the  battle  of  Mariendal,  for  having 
“  yielded  too  inadvertently  to  the  importunity  -of 
“  the  Germans,  when  they  demanded  quarters 
“  and  that  of  Rhetel,  by  my  giving  too  much 
“  credit  to  the  Governor’s  letter,  who  promis’d 
“  to  hold  out  four  days,  the  very  evening  be- 
tc  fore  he  furrender’d.  I  was  too  eafy  and  over- 
“  credulous  on  thefe  occafions  •,  but  that  man  who 
<c  has  not  committed  any  errors  in  war,  has  not  been 
“  long  in  the  fervice  *. 

The  Vifcount  chofe  to  retire  to  Montmedi,  rather  ™Mrir- 
than  toStenai,  of  which  he  was  mafter,  to  remove imerefted- 
all  fufpicion  of  his  being  fo  much  difcourag’d  at  thenefs* 
lofs  of  the  battle,  as  to  have  thoughts  of  abandon¬ 
ing  the  Spaniards.  The  Archduke  Leopold  was 
lb  well  fatisfied  with  his  conduft,  that  he  gave  him 
power  to  fill  up  all  the  commiffions  vacant  by  the 
death,. of  fuch  officers  as  had  been  killed  in  the  bat’ 
tie-,  and  to  give  the  furviving  troops,  whatever 
quarters  they  ffiould  defire  in  the  King  of  Spain’s 
dominions.  He  even  remitted  him,  a  little  after, 
an  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  being  part  of  the 
fum  promifed  by  the  treaty  :  but  as  Turenne  knew 
that  effedtual  methods  were  taking  to  fet  the  Princes 
at  liberty,  he  fent  back  the  hundred  thoufand  crowns ; 
judging  it  would  not  be  proper  to  take  any  money 
from  the  Spaniards,  at  a  time  when  he  hoped  his 
engagements  with  them  were  near  expiring. 

*  Sec  the  Elogium  of  St.  Evremont  in  the  2d  Volume. 
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An.  1650.  Ahd,  indeed,  all  things  were  preparing  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  Princes.  The  conference  of 
about  the  the  Dukes  of  Bouillon  and  Rochefoucault  with 
of^'the nC£  Cardinal  Mazarin,  at  Bourg  *,  had  already  raifed 
Princes,  and  a  fufpicion  in  the  Frondeurs ,  that  the  Prime  Mi- 
nai’  CexUe~  n^er  was  §°^n§  to  be  reconciled  with  the  Prin- 
s  *  ces,  without  their  participation :  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans,  being  informed  of  this  converfation  by  the 
Princefs  de  Monpenfier,  his  daughter,  who  had 
followed  the  Queen  into  Guyenne,  was  alarmed 
at  it.  The  Coadjutor,  who  firft  advifed  the  im- 
prifonment  of  the  Princes,  was  now  defirous  of 
being  chiefly  inftrumental  in  freeing  them  from  in 
The  only  obje£l  he  had  in  view,  was  to  create  an 
animofity  between  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the 
Cardinal,  in  order  to  ruin  the  latter,  and  raife  him- 
felf  to  the  head  of  the  Adminiftration  •,  and  he 
never  could  have  met  with  a  more  favourable  op¬ 
portunity.  Inftantly  all  the  Coadjutor’s  turbu¬ 
lence  rouzes  itfelf :  he  revives  the  cabals,  excites 
the  Cardinal’s  enemies,  and  fets  the  intriguing  Court- 
ladies  at  work.  The  Princefs  Palatine  treats  with 
the  Frondeurs  aboutthe  Princes  •,  the  Duchefsof  Mont- 
bazon  is  promifed  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns ;  the 
Duchefs  of  Chevreufe  is  flattered  with  the  hopes  of 
marrying  her  daughter  to  the  Prince  of  Conti :  and 
laftly,the  Prelate  brings  over  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  the 
Parliament  and  the  people,  and  prevails  with  them  to 
demand,  unanimoufly,  the  deftrudtion  of  the  Prime 
Minifter,  jointly  with  the  delivery  of  the  Princes. 

An.  1651.  Gallon  having  refufed  to  wait  upon  the  King, 
ThcPrinces  unlefs  the  Cardinal  was  banifhed,  the  Queen  was 
berty,  and  a  long  time  in  lufpence,  before  fhe  could  prevail 
nu  herfelf  to  comply  ;  but  fhe  at  laft  was  forced 

Franc;.' cS  to  let  that  Minifter  depart  •,  promifmg,  however,  at 
the  fame  time,  never  to  confent  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  Princes,  without  firft  acquainting  him  with 


*  See  zfbovej  page  182 . 
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it.  Mazarin  left  Paris  about  the  beginning  of  Fe-  An.  1651. 
bruary,  and  went  to  St.  Germain  en  Laye  :  The 
very  next  day  the  Duke  of  Orleans  caufed  the  Par¬ 
liament  to  publilh  an  arret,  which  banifhed  the 
Cardinal  out  of  the  Kingdom,  declared  him  a  dif- 
turber  of  the  public  peace ,  and  order’d  the  hue  and 
cry  after  him.  Whilft  the  Prime  Minifter  was 
roving  about  the  frontiers  of  Normandy,  a  report 
prevailed,  that  the  Court  was  relolved  to  leave 
Paris  a  fecond  time,  in  order  to  go  to  him.  That 
inftant  the  citizens  ran  to  arms,  and  kept  guards  at 
the  gates,  to  prevent  the  execution  of  this  pretend¬ 
ed  projebf.  The  Queen  feeing  herfelf  imprifoned, 
as  it  were,  in  the  Palais  Royals  was  obliged  to 
confent  to  the  enlargement  of  the  Princes,  without 
confulting  the  Cardinal.  Their  common  friends  ne¬ 
gotiated  the  conditions,  and  Marfhal  de  Gramont 
was  appointed  to  carry  them.  Mazarin  equally 
furprized  and  fhocked  at  this  ftep  taken  by  the 
Queen,  which  he  could  never  forgive,  refolved, 
neverthelefs,  the  moment  he  heard  of  it,  to  act  fo 
as  that  he  might  aferibe  all  the  honour  of  it  to  him- 
felf.  He  fet  out  immediately  for  Havre  de  Grace, 
arrived  there  the  thirteenth  of  February,  before 
Marlhal  de  Gramont,  waited  upon  the  Princes,  de¬ 
clared  to  them  that  they  had  their  liberty,  and  de- 
fired  their  friendfhip  ;  adding,  with  haughtinefs  *, 
that  they  might  either  grant  or  refufe  it  him.  After 
dining  together  they  parted  :  the  Princes  made  for 
Paris,  and  the  Prime  Minifter  went  firft  to  Liege, 
and  afterwards  to  Brule  near  Cologne.  The  next  f^ruary  13- 
day  the  Princes  arrived  at  Paris,  where  bon¬ 
fires  were  made  for  their  deliverance,  as  they 
had  been  made  the  preceding  year  for  their  im- 
prifonment.  The  Duke  of  Orleans,  with  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort  and  the  Coadjutor  went  to  meet  them. 

*  Mem.  de  la  Rochefoucauld  mprifanmnt  of  tbe  Prince:. 

3  They 
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An.  16;  1.  They  all  mutually  embraced,  and  made  the  ftrongeft 
'-"'V'N-'  proteftations  of  a  fincere  friendfhip,  but  the  whole 
was  merely'outward. 

Mdeavoured  When  the  news  was  brought  to  the  Yifcount, 
between  the  then  at  la  Roche  in  Ardennes,  he  went  to  Ste- 
two  Crowns.  na^  whence  he  allured  the  Archduke,  by  letter, 
that  he  would  not  lay  down  his  arms,  till  France 
had  offered  Spain  fuch  conditions  of  peace  as  were 
juft  and  reafonable.  At  the  fame  time  he  requefted 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  to  prevail  with  the  Court  to 
fend  immediately  a  perfon  of  diftin&ion  to  Stenai, 
there  to  treat  about  peace,  without  which  he  could 
not,  with  any  decency,  leave  the  Spaniards.  The 
Prince  difcovered  the  utmoft  gratitude  in  his  letter, 
and  gave  him  the  moft  folemn  promifes  of  an  ever- 
lafting  friendfhip  :  and  accordingly  he  ufed  all  his 
endeavours  to  prevail  with  her  Majefty  to  finifh 
the  exchange  of  Sedan,  and  to  grant  the  Houfe 
of  Bouillon  all  thofe  things  which  had  been  fo  often 
promifed.  The  Prince  afterwards  engaged  the 
Queen  to  depute  to  Stenai,  Croifli,  a  Counfellor  of 
Parliament,  to  negotiate  the  peace  with  Spain  : 
Croiffi,  upon  his  arrival  there,  gave  the  Yifcount 
the  following  letter  from  the  King. 

Cousin, 

“  OU  have  heard,  not  only  of  the  liberty  I 
“  X  have  granted  my  Coufins  the  Princes  of 
“  Conde  and  Conti,  and  the  Duke  of  Longueville, 
*c  but  of  my  refolution  to  caufe  a  declaration  to  be 
“  drawn  up,  containing  an  adt  of  oblivion  and  ge- 
“  neral  pardon,  with  regard  to  all  who  took  up 
“  arms  for  them,  againft  my  fervice,  in  which  you 
“  are  comprehended,  and  all  your  adherents :  but, 
“  as  you  perhaps  may  fcruple,  before  it  be  regiftred, 
<c  to  return  into  France,  unlefs  my  intention  be 
“  fignified  to  you  5  I  write  you  thefe  prefents  by 

“  the 
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44  advice  of  the  Queen  Regent,  my  Royal  Mother,  An.  1 6  5 1  r 
44  to  tell  you,  that  I  forgive  all  you  have  done, 

44  and  will  forget  it,  provided  you  will  fpeedily 
44  leave  the  party  in  which  you  are  engaged,  and 
44  renounce  all  the  treaties  you  have  concluded 
44  with  my  enemies  *,  and  not  doubting  but  you  are 
44  inclined  to  do  this,  I  affure  you  that  you  may 
44  freely  come  to  my  Court,  ii  which  I  defire  to 
“  fee  you,  and  to  teftify  to  you,  that  I  fhall  not, 

4 4  in  any  manner,  refent  what  you  have  enter- 
“  prized  againft  my  fervice  ;  fince  I  am  firmly  per- 
44  fuaded,  that  you  will  reingage  in  it  with  greater 
44  zeal  and  fidelity  than  ever,  as  is  your  duty. 

4‘-  This  letter  fhall  be  your  fafeguard  to  return, 

44  although  the  abovefaid  declaration  be  not  yet 
44  regiftered  •,  and  you  may  give  your  word  to 
44  all  who  have  followed  you,  that  leaving  the 
44  enemy,  and  coming  over  to  me,  they  fhall  be 
“  delivered  from  all  fears  and  profecutions  for  the 
44  fault  with  which  they  might  be  charged,  I  having 
44  pardoned,  and  buried  it  in  oblivion  •,  in  the  affu- 
44  ranee  that  you  will  have  as  much  impatience  to 
44  come  and  make  protections  to  me,  in  perfon, 

44  of  your  obedience,  as  I  have  good  will  to  your 
44  felf,  and  the  intereft  of  your  Houfe.  I  befeech 
44  God,  Coufin,  to  preferve  you. 


Written  at  Paris, 
the  6th  of  March, 
1651. 


Signed, 

LOUIS. 


This  letter  was  followed  by  real  teftimonies  of 
favour  from  the  Court  :  the  contrad  of  exchange 
was  at  laft  figned  the  twentieth  of  March,  and  ra¬ 
tified  in  April,  after  eight  years  fpent  in  examina¬ 
tions,  enquiries,  and  delays.  By  this  contrad  the 
King  declares  that,  conformable  to  the  refolution 
of  Louis  XIII,  having  judged  the  poffeffion  of 
Sedan  of  great  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Kingdom,  to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  poffeffion  of  that 
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city,  he  had  refigned  the  Ducal  Peerages  of  Albret, 
and  of  Chateau-Thierri,  the  Earldoms  of  Auvergne 
and  of  Evreux,  the  Barony  of  La  Tour,  and  feve- 
ral  other  lands  and  lordfhips,  with  all  their  appur¬ 
tenances,  dependencies,  and  appendages,  to  the 
Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  to  his  flicceflbrs  male  and 
female  for  ever  ;  to  enjoy  them  as  their  real  patri¬ 
mony,  with  full  property  incommutable  and  irrevo¬ 
cable,  by  the  title  of  pure,  abfolute  and  perpetual 
exchange  •,  and  alfo  that  thefe  lands  fhall  not  be  fub- 
jedt  to  any  redemption,  reimburfement,  repurchafe  or 
reunion  to  the  demefnes  of  his  Majefty,  for  any 
caufe  or  occafion  foever.  The  King  was  pleafed 
to  include  in  the  exchange,  the  Barony  of  La  Tour, 
and  the  Earldom  of  Auvergne,  which  were  de¬ 
manded  as  having  been  antient  fiefs  of  the  Houfe 
of  La  Tour,  and  which  had  fallen  to  Queen  Ca¬ 
therine  of  Medicis,  heirefs  of  the  eldeft  branch  of 
that  Houfe. 

A  little  after  the  arrival  of  Croiffi  at  Stenai, 
Friquer  was  fent  thither  in  the  Archduke’s  name. 
The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  fo  urgent  for  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  that  the  French  offered  to  abandon  Catalo¬ 
nia,  to  concern  themfelves  no  more  with  the  affairs 
of  the  King  of  Portugal,  and  to  depute  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  to  the  frontiers,  with  full  powers  to  conclude 
a  peace,  provided  the  Spaniards  would  alfo  fend  the 
Archduke  with  the  like  powers.  The  King  of 
Spain,  being  ill  advifed,  refufed  to  hear  thefe  pro- 
pofals  •,  and  the  Vifcount  having  follicited  him, 
during  two  months,  to  no  purpofe,  thought  him- 
felf  fufficiently  difengaged  from  his  parole,  and 
refolved  to  return  to  the  French  Court.  After 
thanking  the  Spaniards  for  the  fuccours  they  had 
given,  and  their  behaviour  towards  him,  he  fet  out 
for  Paris :  and  hearing,  upon  the  road,  that  the 
Princes  and  feveral  Noblemen  of  the  greateft  dif- 
tindtion  intended  to  come  and  meet  him,  he  or-> 

dered 
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dered  matters  fo  well,  to  avoid  all  oftentation,  that  An.  1651. 
he  arrived  a  day  fooner  than  he  was  expe&ed  •,  per- 
fuaded  that  ’twoiild  have  been  an  infult  upon  the 
Court,  to  have  entered  with  fo  much  fplendor  into 
the  capital  of  the  Kingdom,  upon  his  return  from 
a  war  in  which  he  had  born  arms  againft  the 
King.  The  moment  the  Prince  of  Conde  heard 
of  his  arrival,  he  paid  him  a  vifit,  and  carried  him 
to  the  Louvre.  He  defired  the  Vifcount  to  enter 
into  his  views,  was  urgent  with  him  to  form  greater 
projects  for  himfelf  and  his  family,  and  protefted  * 
that  he  would  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  for¬ 
ward  them.  TheVifcount  deTurenne  made  the  moll 
candid  polite  anfwers  to  all  thefe  advances,  and  gave 
him  to  underftand  that,  being  now  fully  fatisfy’d, 
fince  the  Princes  were  fet  at  liberty,  and  Mazarin 
banifhed,  he  wanted  nothing  more.  And,  indeed,  he 
would  not  make  any  advantage  of  the  new  credit 
the  Prince  had  gained  at  Court,  and  only  defired, 
that  the  troops  which  had  exerted  themfelves  with 
fo  much  vigour  to  procure  his  liberty,  might  be 
allowed  good  winter-quarters. 

The  clouds  which,  during  a  year,  had  obfcured 
the  Vifcount  de  Turenne’s  glory,  are  difperfed  for 
ever :  ’tis  now  going  to  relume  all  its  fplendor : 
he  henceforward  will  be  only  the  defender  of  his 
Country,  and  the  ftrongeft  fupport  of  the  Throne. 

The  Queen  was  defirous  of  Mazarin’s  return,  not- Motives 
withftanding  their  reciprocal  difcontent.  Accuftom-  wahlechth"* 
ed  to  his  gentle  infinuating  manner,  and  convinced,  Prince  of 
by  her  own  experience,  of  his  great  capacity,  fhe  ufed 
her  utmoft  endeavours  to  get  him  recalled.  She  the  court, 
entered  into  a  fecret  treaty  (unknown  to  the  Fron- 
deurs)  with  the  Prince  of  Conde ;  beftowed  upon 
him  the  government  of  Guyenne,  and  gave,  in  ex¬ 
change,  that  of  Burgundy  to  Duke  d’Epernon. 

Conde,  on  the  other  fide,  to  fatisfy  the  Queen,  who 

*  5«eth«  Authorities  Numb.  VII, 
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An.  1 65 1.  was  afraid  that  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of 
Conti  with  La  Chevreufe,  would  raife  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  Fronde ,  broke  that  match,  with  all  the 
haughtinefs  and  impetuofity  which  were  natural  to 
him.  The  Coadjutor,  who  now  rouzed  all  his 
refentment,  dared  to  accufe  him  to  his  face,  of 
breach  of  promife.  Nay  he  was  fo  bold  as  to 
fet  himfelf,  in  public,  on  the  fame  foot  with  a  Prince 
of  the  Blood  •,  to  be  attended,  like  the  Prince,  to 
the  hall  of  the  Palais ,  by  a  company  of  armed  men, 
and  to  infult  the  great  Conde  in  parliament.  The 
Queen,  who  hated  them  both,  hoped  that  their 
feuds  and  divifions  would  prove  their  mutual  ruin; 
in  the  mean  time  fhe  was  for  ever  endeavouring, 
by  different  methods,  to  reconcile  them  to  the  Car¬ 
dinal,  whofe  return  from  baniffiment  was  the  chief 
objedt  of  her  folicitude.  At  laft,  finding  the  Prince 
would  never  yield  to  it,  fhe  declared  openly  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Coadjutor,  who  now  was  fo  infolent 
as  to  advife  the  Queen  to  feize  Conde  a  fecond 
time.  This  advice  having  got  wind,  the  Prince 
was  alarmed  at  it,  withdrew  to  St.  Maur,  and 
formed  revengeful  projects,  which  proved  fatal  to 
his  country.  Doubtlefs,  neither  the  refufal  of  the 
employments  which  he  demanded  for  himfelf  and 
his  friends,  nor  the  fear  of  lofing  his  liberty,  fo¬ 
mented  in  him  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  and  rebellion  : 
this  Prince,  though  but  thirty  years  of  age,  believed 
himfelf  as  well  qualified  to  govern  the  Kingdom,  by 
the  fuperiority  of  his  underhand  ing,  as  he  was  to  de¬ 
fend  it,  by  his  valour  :  we  muff:  riot  charge  the  great 
Conde  with  any  other  ambition,  than  that  of  having 
afpired  to  be  the  foie  Council  of  the  King,  and  the 
only  fupport  of  the  Throne.  Abufed  firft  by  the 
Cardinal,  and  afterv/ards  intuited  by  the  Coadjutor, 
he  gave  way  to  his  indignation,  and  refolved  to 
make  himfelf,  by  force,  matter  of  the  Court  and 
of  the  King’s  perfon,  in  order  to  be  the  arbiter  of 
peace  and  war.  During 
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During  his  ftay  at  St.  Maur,  he  was  vifited  by  An.  1651. 
all  his  friends,  and  among  the  reft  by  the.  Vifcount 
de  Turenne.  His  refufal  to  join  in  Conde’s  projects,  0f  Bourn™ 
was  as  little  owing  to  the  pretended  ingratitude  o^^u^nne* 
that  Prince,  as  to  the  other  falfly  imagined  caufes  refute  to  join 
of  perional  complaints.  But  the  fad  experience  he  p'‘|^h^f  • 
had  had  of  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  and  ftill  conde. 
more  the  reflexions  which  had  convinced  him,  that 
no  caufe  could  authorife  a  fubjeX  to  take  up 
arms  againft  his  Sovereign,  were  the  real  motives 
that  attached  the  Vifcount  to  the  Court.  The  Prince 
returned  foon  to  Paris :  He  continued  his  intelligence 
with  the  Spaniards,  whom  he  ftill  kept  in  Stenai, 
upon  pretence  of  difengaging  the  Duchefs  of  Lon- 
gueville  from  them  :  he  had  lent  the  Marquis  de 
Silleri  to  Bruflels,  to  renew  the  treaties  with  Fuen- 
faldagne,  and  to  demand  the  promife  of  fuccours, 
in  cafe  he  fhould  again  revive  the  civil  diflenfions. 

The  King  going  to  parliament,  to  get  him- The  Prince 
felf  declared  of  age,  the  Prince,  inftead  of  accom-  outab" bVu” 
panying  him  thither,  went  into  Normandy,  wheredeauX>  re: 
he  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  feduce  the  Duke^“thecm 
of  Longueville.  Animated  by  the  Duchefs  his 
After,  whofe  thoughts  were  very  different  from  thofe 
of  her  hufband,  he  fet  out  for  Guyenne,  with  a 
defign  to  gain  new  partizans  in  that  Province.  At 
the  fame  time  the  Princefs  of  Conde,  the  Duke 
d’Enguien,  and  the  Prince  of  Conti,  to  whom  the 
Court  had  refufed  the  Government  of  Provence,  the 
Duchefs  of  Longueville,  and  the  Duke  of  Roche- 
foucault,  retired  to  Montrond,  to  raife  the  people  of 
Berry.  On  the  other  Ade,  the  Count  deTavannes, 
Commander  of  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  troops  *,  fe- 
parated  from  Marfhal  d’Aumont,  General  of  the 
King’s  army  in  Flanders,  and  joined,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Stenai,  Don  Stephen  de  Gamarre.  The 

*  The  Prince  of  Conde  had  a  body  of  troops  called  from  his  name. 
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An- 1 65 1. moment  the  Queen  heard  of  Conde’s  departure, 
^'V**-*  fhe  thought  there  would  be  no  other  way  of  de¬ 
feating  his  enterprizes,  than  by  following  him 
clofe :  fo  leaving  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  com¬ 
mand  in  Paris,  the  Court  fet  out  about  the  end  of 
September.  During  its  flay  (three  weeks)  at  Bour- 
ges,  the  Royal  forces  were  divided  into  two  bo¬ 
dies,  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  was  given 
to  the  Count  d’Harcourt,  to  march  and  oppofe  the 
Prince  of  Conde  in  Guyenne,  and  the  other  to 
Palluau,  to  block  up  Montrond  :  but  before  he 
could  inveft  the  town,  the  Princes  fet  out  with 
the  utmoft  diligence  for  Bourdeaux,  and  left  the 
Marquis  de  Perfan  to  defend  it.  The  Court  went 
afterwards  to  Poitiers,  with  a  refolution  to  fpend 
the  winter  there.  The  Prince  of  Conde  had  al¬ 
ready  declared  war  in  Guyenne  :  A  Spanilh  fleet, 
which  came  up  by  the  mouth  of  the  Garonne, 
had  brought  him  fuccours,  and  Count  Marfin  alfo 
brought  him  fome  troops.  This  experienced  Of¬ 
ficer  ferved  the  King  of  Spain  in  Catalonia  at¬ 
tached  for  ever  to  Conde,  he  had  been  impri- 
foned  in  the  citadel  of  Perpignan,  when  the  Prin¬ 
ces  were  fent  to  Vincennes,  and  did  not  recover 
his  liberty  till  after  their  enlargement.  The  inftant 
he  received  advice  of  the  Prince’s  rupture  with  the 
Court,  he  left  the  Spanifh  army,  came  out  of  the 
intrenchments  in  the  night,  with  his  regiment  of 
horfe,  and  a  Swifs  Regiment  *,  paffed  through  the 
Spanifh  camp,  with  their  confent,  eroded  Catalonia, 
and  came  to  Conde  in  Guyenne,  The  Prince  of 
Tarentum  came  likewife  and  joined  the  rebels  of 
Bourdeaux  •,  but  was  unable  tq  affift  the  party  either 
with  troops  or  fortrefies, 

Count  The  Prince  of  Conde  had  already  taken  Saintes, 
checksThe  invefted  Cognac,  engaged  fome  other  cities  to  de- 
Prince’s  con- clare  in  his  favour,  and  fpread  the  terror  of  his 
syeiis,  riame  throughout  the  whole  Kingdom  j  however, 
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Count  d’Harcourt  beat  feveral  of  his  detachments.  An.  1651* 
and  fhewed  that  Conde  could  ceafe  to  be  invinci- 
ble,  when  inftead  of  well  difciplined  veterans,  he 
had  only  new  levies  under  his  command.  The 
Prince,  who  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Bourg  ;  hear¬ 
ing,  in  this  city,  that  Marfhal  de  Gramont  was  to 
enter  Guyenne,  by  the  way  of  Bearne,  to  block  up 
Bourdeaux  Qn  all  fides,  could  only  have  recourfe  to 
negotiation.  Accordingly  he  made  propofals  for  a 
reconciliation,  and  allured  the  Queen,  provided  fhe 
would  accept  them,  never  more  to  oppofe  the  Cardi¬ 
nal’s  return.  He  was  lenfible  that  it  would  difpleafe 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  the  Parliament,  and  would 
ftirup  the  people  of  Paris  and  the  other  cities  of  the 
Kingdom.  He  flattered  himfelf  that  they  would 
all  take  up  arms,  when  putting  himfelf  at  their 
head,  he  fhould  foon  be  able  to  prefcribe  laws  to 
thofe  who  were  now  upon  the  point  of  command¬ 
ing  him. 

The  Queen  liftened  to  the  Prince’s  propofals,  and  cardinal 
Mazarin’s  friends  feized  this  opportunity  to  get  him 
recalled.  Several-  couriers  were  difpatched  to  Brule,  logne  in  order 
where  he  had  refided  during  his  banifhment,  andprar^rna^ 
ftill  governed  the  Queen,  the  Court,  the  Minifters,  a  price  is  fee 
and  the  whole  Kingdom  with  abfolute  authority.  his 
The  Cardinal,  after  having  concerted  meafures  for 
his  return,  left  Cologne,  and  advanced  as  far  as  Se¬ 
dan,  with  the  forces  he  had  railed  in  Germany. 

The  Marquis  d’Hocquincourt,  who  a  little  before 
had  been  created  a  Marfhal  of  France,  joined  Maza- 
rin  with  thofe  he  had  drawn  out  of  winter  quarters 
in  Picardy  and  Champaign.  The  moment  the 
news  of  this  reached  Paris,  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
aflembled  the  Chambers  of  the  Parliament,  and 
caufed  them  to  publifh  an  arret,  by  which  all  the 
Governors  of  frontier  towns  were  commanded  to 
flop  the  Cardinal,  and  all  perfons  were  impowered 
to  feize  him.  Very  foon  after  a  reward  of  fifty 

O  4  thoufand 
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An.  1651.  thoufand  crowns  was  offered  to  any  one  who  fhould 
bring  him  dead  or  alive. 

An.  1652.  Whilft  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  affembling 
rnurns  ^orces’  £he  Prime  Minifter,  little  difmay’d  at  all 
to  Franco,  that  was  doing  againft  him,  entered  France  with  his 
Duke  of  Or-  t^ie  P^a^ns  °f  Champaign,  crolfed  the  Seine  at 
leans  levies  Meri  and  the  Loire  at  Gien,  marched  on  by  the.  way 
declares T-d  Sologne,  and  arrived  without  oppofition  the  30th 
gainit  the  of  January  at  Poitiers,  whither  the  King  and  the 
jan.rtjo»  whole  Court  were  gone  to  meet  him.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Duke  of  Orleans  gave  the  command  of 
the  army  he  had  raifed  to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Nemours  having  croffed  Picardy 
with  great  diligence,  came  and  joined  Beaufort  in 
Dunois,  at  the  head  of  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  troops, 
and  thofe  which  the  Spaniards  had  fent  him,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  treaty.  At  the  fame  time  the  Duke  of 
Rohan,  Governor  of  Anjou,  engaged  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  it  to  declare  for  the  Prince,  who  now  be¬ 
lieving  that  the  whole  Kingdom  was  going  to  take 
up  arms,  would  not  hear  of  a  reconciliation.  The 
Court  feeing  the  mutineers  increafe  in  numbers, 
•aftembled  troops  ;  befides  thofe  in  Guyenne,  the 
King  had  three  armies  on  foot,  in  Flanders,  in 
Catalonia,  and  in  Italy  ;  fo  that  the  newly  levied 
army  confifted  only  of  nine  or  ten  thoufand  men. 

The  King’s  Things  were  in  this  ftate,  when  the  Vifcount 
mended0  by  deTurenne,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Court,  came  to 
the^Marihah  Poitiers,  from  whence  he  followed  the  King  to  Sau- 
and  dmoc-  mur  ;  the  Queen  made  him  the  offer  of  fharing 
euincourt.  the  command  of  the  army  with  Marfhal  d’Hoc- 
quincourt  *,  the  Vifcount,  guided  by  no  other  mo¬ 
tive  than  his  Country’s  welfare,  did  not  fcruple  to 
accept  it,  tho’  he  was  an  older  Officer,  by  ten  years, 
than  the  Marfhal.  As  foon  as  the  King’s  prefence 
had  appeafed  the  troubles  of  Anjou,  the  Cardinal 
thought  proper  to  bring  him  back  to  Paris,  to  curb 
chat  great  city,  which  generally  gives  motion  to  the 
:  *  «..•  •  .  reft 
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reft  of  the  Kingdom.  ’Twas  refolv’d  they  fhould  An.  1652. 
march  from  Saumur  to  Gien,  up  the  river  Loire, 
to  fecure  the  cities  on  the  banks  of  that  river. 

Tours,  Amboife,  Blois,  and  all  the  other  towns, 
gave  the  King  teftimonies  of  their  obedience:  Or¬ 
leans  was  the  only  city  that  fhut  her  gates  againft 
him,  at  the  follicitations  of  the  Princefs  of  Mont- 
penfier,  whom  the  Duke  of  Orleans  her  father  had 
fent  thither,  purpofely  to  raife  an  infurrection. 

The  enemy’s  forces,  confifting  of  about  fourteen  Aftion  at 
or  fifteen  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  the  Dukes £idrgg.a“ 
of  Beaufort  and  Nemours,  were  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Montargis,  and  extencted  to  the 
bank  on  the  right  of  the  Loire.  As  the  King,  in 
palling  by  Sulli,  drew  near  their  quarters,  the  Vif¬ 
count  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  go  and  recon¬ 
noitre  the  condition  of  Gergeau  bridge,  by  which 
they  might  crofs  the  river,  and  come  and  furprize 
the  Court  in  its  march.  Scarce  was  he  arrived  at 
Gergeau,  with  very  few  attendants,  when  the  Baron 
de  Sirot  *,  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort’s  army,  with  four  battalions,  and  fome 
horfe,  came  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Loire,  feized 
on  the  fliburb,  and  the  extremity  of  the  bridge,  and 
from  thence  got  into  the  middle,  where  he  made  a 
lodgment,  and  planted  fome  canon.  Turenne, 
finding  but  two  hundred  men  in  the  place,  unpro¬ 
vided  of  all  warlike  ftores,  immediately  fent  orders 
for  fome  regiments,  at  two  leagues  diftance,  to 
come  up  with  all  pohible  diligence.  Whilft  they 
were  coming,  he  open’d  the  gate  of  the  city,  and 
went  upon  the  bridge  itfelf  with  about  thirty  per- 
fons :  and  to  remove  all  fufpicions  from  the  enemy 
of  his  being  in  want  of  powder,  he  forbad,  with  a 
loud  voice,  the  foldiers  who  were  pofted  in  the 
houfes  ftanding  on  the  edge  of  the  bridge  on  his  fide, 
to  fire  ;  and  whilft  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt,  who 


#  Claud  de  l’Etouf  Baron  of  Sirot. 

"  <-  .  V.  •  I  V  i.-  d  .0. 
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An.  i6j2.by  this  time  was  come  up  with  fome  Officers,  raifed 
VOOVa  barricade,  he  advanced  to  cover  the  work,  to¬ 
wards  the  enemy’s  lodgment,  and  fuftained  their 
whole  fire.  The  inftant  the  barricade  was  nniffi’d, 
he  retired  behind,  and  defended  it  three  hours,  till 
the  fuccours  were  arrived :  he  then  came  out  of  his 
intrenchment ;  marched  at  the  head  of  the  troops 
fword  in  hand  •,  poffefled  himfelf  of  the  lodgment ; 
drove  the  rebels  (now  quite  difconcerted  by  the 
fall  of  Baron  de  Sirot)  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
and  afterwards  broke  down  the  bridge.  At  his 
return,  the  Queen  faid  to  him  in  prefence  of  the 
whole  Court,  that  he  had  faved  the  Kingdom.  How 
important  foever  this  adlion  might  be,  the  Vifcount 
mentions  it  in  a  remarkably  tranfient  manner,  in  a 
letter  written  from  Sulli  to  his  filter  Charlotte  de  la 
Tour  d’ Auvergne.  After  advifing  her  to  flay  in 
Paris,  in  cafe  ffie  could  be  fafe  there,  or  to  conceal 
lierfelf  in  fome  friend’s  houfe,  he  adds  in  a  poftlcript. 
Something  has  happened  at  Gergeau ,  hut  ’ tis  of  no 
great  conference. 

The  Prince  In  the  mean  time  the  Prince  of  Conde,  hard 
kaveTcuy-  Preifed  in  Guyenne  by  Count  d’Harcourt,  ima- 
enne,  and  gined  he  fhould  have  better  fuccefs  were  he  to  head 
omp  o'Ah'r an  army  compos’d  of  veteran  troops  which  had  al- 
f«beJs.  ready  ferved  under  him.  He  fent  for  the  Prince  of 
Conti  to  Agen,  placed  him  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
exhorting  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  follow  the 
advice  of  Count  de  Marfin,  and  Counfellor  Lenet, 
with  whom  he  had  fettled  all  matters  relating 
to  the  army,  and  the  factious  in  Bourdeaux.  Af¬ 
terwards,  feigning  as  tho’  he  would  go  and  fpend 
=4  March.  tw0  or  three  days  in  that  city,  he  fet  out  from  Agen 
about  the  end  of  March,  followed  by  the  Duke  of 
Rochefoucault,  the  Prince  of  Marfillac,  by  Cha- 
vagnac,  Guitaut,  Gourville,  and  fome  domefticks. 
He  rode  fixfcore  leagues  in  a  very  fhort  time,  tra¬ 
velled  day  and  night  almoft  without  changing  horfes. 
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and  without  (laying  two  hours  in  the  fame  place.  He  An.  1652. 
was  leveral  times  in  danger  upon  the  road,  of  being 
difcovered,  taken  or  kill’d  ;  pafs’d  within  a  fmall 
diftance  of  the  Royal  Army,  and  arrived  at  lad  at 
the  camp  of  the  rebels,  within  two  leagues  of  Lor- 
ris  near  Montargis.  His  prefence  was  necefiary  *, 
the  Dukes  of  Beaufort  and  Nemours  difagreeing 
very  much,  were  thinking  to  feparate,  but  they 
kept  united  under  the  Prince,  and  the  troops  refum¬ 
ed  fre(h  courage.  Conde,  the  very  day  after  his  ar¬ 
rival,  marched  towards  Montargis,  which  city 
was  fo  intimidated  that  it  lurrendered  at  the  firft 
fummons,  and  a  great  quantity  of  forrage  and 
corn  was  found  there. 

*  During  this  interval,  theMarfhals  de  Turenne  and  The  Prince 
d’Hocquincourt  crofs’d  the  Loire  over  Gien  bridge  *,  ^hce°n^ar 
and  the  Court  (laid,  about  the  beginning  of  April,  Aai  d’Hoc- 
fome  time  in  that  city.  The  army  was  divided 
into  two  parts :  Turenne  marched  and  polled  him-  quarters, 
felf  at  Briare  and  d’Hocquincourt  at  Bleneau.  They 
kept  only  the  infantry  with  them,  and  difperfed  the 
cavalry  in  all  places  where  there  was  good  for¬ 
rage,  Next  day,  the  Vifcount  going  to  dine  at  Ble¬ 
neau  with  the  Marfhal,  and  feeing  the  difpofition 
of  his  quarters,  could  not  forbear  faying  to  him, 

«  That  he  thought  them  very  much  expofed, 

“  and  therefore  advis’d  him  to  contract  them. 

■f  The  Marfhal  did  not  feem  much  to  regard 
this  advice,  and  the  Vifcount  being  returned  to 
his  pofl,  heard  the  night  following,  that  the  rebels 
had  forced  d’Hocquincourt’s  advance-guard,  and 
had  penetrated  even  to  the  remoteft  quarters 
of  his  camp.  Immediately  he  afiembled  his  in¬ 
fantry,  and  flew  to  fuccour  the  Marfhal  *,  after  ha¬ 
ving  commanded  his  horfe  to  come  up  and  join 


*  The  MS,  Mem.  of  the  Duke  of  York,  from  which  we  have  borrowed 
Several  particulars,  begin  here,  and  extend  to  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees. 

t  Me«i>  J4SS.  ofFremopt  d’Ablancwt? 
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An.  1 652.  them  between  Ozuer  and  Bleneau,  where  he  thought 
it  would  be  proper  to  poll  himfelf  to  cover  Gien.  He 
marched  without  a  guide  in  a  very  dark  night  •,  faw 
two  or  three  of  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt’s  quarters  in 
7th  April,  flames,  crying  out  at  that  fight,  The  Prince  of  Conde 
is  come  *  j  continued  his  way,  but  afraid,  every 
ftep  he  took,  of  meeting  with  the  enemy’s  forces, 
and  arrived  by  day-break  in  a  fpacious  plain,  where 
his  cavalry  came  up  with  him.  Conde  had  juft 
before  drove  the  Marfhal  from  five  quarters,  one 
after  another,  had  plundered  all  his  baggage, 
forc’d  the  infantry  to  fhut  themfelves  up  in  Bleneau, 
and  drove  the  cavalry  three  or  four  leagues  towards 
Burgundy.  The  news  of  this  defeat  threw  the  Court 
into  fo  great  a  confternation,  that  ’twas  immediately 
refolved  to  carry  the  King  to  Bourges,  and  to  break 
down  Gien  bridge,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  have 
crofs’d  the  Loire. 

The  Vif-  The  Vifcount  imagining  that  the  Prince  of  Conde 
count’s  per-  WOuld  advance  foon  to  attack  him,  fought  for  fome 
advantageous  poft,  to  ftop  him  but  one  day  only, 
and  to  give  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  time  to  get 
together  his  fcattered  troops.  All  the  General  Offi¬ 
cers  reprefented  to  him,  the  danger  he  would  run 
in  waiting  the  coming  up  of  a  victorious  army, 
with  fuch  unequal  forces  •,  and  therefore  advifed 
him  to  return  towards  Gien,  in  order  to  guard 
the  King’s  perfon.  The  Vifcount,  deep  in  thought, 
and  without  fpeaking  a  word  to  any  perfon,  con¬ 
tinued  to  give  out  his  orders  for  the  execution  of 
Jus  defign.  44  f  Never,  he  has  fince  faid,  did 
44  fuch  a  multitude  of  dreadful  things  croud  into 
44  the  imagination  of  one  man,  as  filled  mine  at 
44  that  time.  I  had  not  been  long  in  good  terms  with 
44  the  Court ;  and  had  but  lately  received  com- 

*  We  owe  this  particular  to  the  late  Duke  of  Rochefoucault,  then  Prince 
•f  Maifillac. 

f  MSS.  The  Mem.  of  Fremont  d’Ablancourt. 
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“  mand  of  the  army  which  was  to  defend  it.  An.  1652. 
“  That  man  who  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  ever  V^YV 
“  fo  little,  is  fure  of  being  envied,  and  of  raifing 
“  enemies.  Some  I  had,  who  declared  in  all  pla- 
“  ces,  that  I  ftill  carried  on  a  fecret  correfpon- 
“  dence  with  the  Prince.  The  Cardinal  did  not  be- 
«  lieve  it  •,  but  he  perhaps,  the  very  firft  misfortune 
«  which  fhould  have  befallen  me,  would  have  enter- 
“  tained  the  fame  fufpicion.  Befides,  I  knew  Mar- 
“  fhal  d’Hocquincourt,  who  would  certainly  have 
“  faid,  that  I  had  expofed  him,  and  not  brought  him 
“  the  leaft  fuccour.  Thefe  were  very  troublefome 
“  thoughts  •,  and  the  worft  of  all  was,  the  Prince 
“  was  advancing  towards  me,  victorious,  and  with 
lt  a  fuperior  force.”  -j-  But  thefe  inward  ftruggles 
did  not  make  him  lay  afide  his  projedt.  The 
evening  before,  as  he  was  returning  from  the  Mar- 
fhal’s  quarters,  he  had  obferved  an  advantageous 
fpot  of  ground  * :  he  therefore  made  his  troops 
double  their  fpeed,  and  got  to  the  poft  he  wifhed, 
firmly  refolving  to  wait  there  the  coming  up  of  the 
enemy.  The  foldiers,  neverthelefs,  were  as  un- 
eafy  as  ever  •,  they  again  began  to  murmur,  and  the 
Officers  imagin’d  there  was  no  means  of  fafety  left, 
but  by  retiring  inftantly  to  Gien.  The  Vifcount 
was  informed  of  thefe  feveral  particulars  by  la  Berge, 
Lieutenant  of  his  guards-,  and  now  giving  more 
attention  to  what  was  faid  to  him,  he  anlwered, 

“  That  as  the  danger  was  fo  imminent,  the  pro- 
“  pofal  they  made  to  him  would  be  of  little  fervice  ; 

“  that  as  the  city  of  Orleans  had  fhut  her  gates 
“  againft  the  King,  at  a  time  when  his  army  had 
“  not  yet  been  defeated,  they  might  juftly  be 
“  afraid  that  no  city  would  receive  him,  when 
“  vanquifh’d  and  a  fugitive  j  and  that  the  King’s 

"f  St-  Evremant’s  Elogium  of  M.  de  Turcnne. 

*  MSS.  Mem  of  Fremont  d’Ablancourt, 
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An.  1652. £t  arms  would  lofe  all  their  reputation,  fhould 
«  he  fly  before  the  rebels  :  he  added  with  a  refo- 
lute  voice,  “  We  muft  conquer  or  die  here  -j*.  ** 
He  then  made  preparations  to  oppofe  the  Prince 
of  Conde  in  the  midft  of  a  large  plain,  where  a 
wood  was  on  his  right,  a  fen  *  on  his  left,  and 
between  both  a  caufey,  by  which  the  enemy  could 
not  come  up  with  him,  but  by  marching  in  file. 
The  Prince  had  fourteen  thoufand  men,  and  the 
Vifcount  not  above  four  thoufand  at  molt.  Never- 
thelefs,  full  of  confidence,  when  he  confidered  the 
advantageous  fituation  of  his  poll,  and  the  motions 
he  was  projecting,  he  fent  word  by  the  Marquis  de 
Pertui  j%  Captain  of  his  guards,  to  Cardinal  Maza- 
rin,  that  the  King  might  fafely  continue  at  Gien. 

The  vif-  Conde,  after  having  defeated  Marfhal  d’Hoc- 

the  progrefs^  quinc°urt,  advanced  with  the  utmoft:  fpeed  towards 
of  the  Princ*  Gien,  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  Vifcount  having 
near'cien.  ^ew  f°rces  left,  would  not  be  able  to  hinder  him 
from  carrying  off  the  whole  Court  and  the  King.  The 
moment  Turenne  faw  him  from  the  head  of  the  cau¬ 
fey,  where  he  had  polled  himfelf  with  his  fix  fqua- 
drons,  he  immediately  repaired  it,  made  the  foot  he 
had  with  him  retire  from  the  wood,  being  unwill¬ 
ing  to  weaken  his  forces  by  fighting  upon  unequal 
terms,  and  kept  all  his  troops  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  the  wood,  that  they  were  not  within  mufquet- 
fhot  of  it,  yet  without  leaving  the  enemy  ground 
enough  to  draw  up  in  order  of  battle.  Conde,  who 
marched  his  infantry  into  the  wood,  feeing  this  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Vifcount’s  troops,  halted  5  and  as  he 
continued  unaClive  fome  time,  the  Vifcount  refolved 
to  make  fuch  a  motion,  as  might  induce  the  Prince 

■f  MSS.  Mem.  of  Fremont  d’Ablancourt. 

*  This  is  fuppofed  to  be  la  Bouziniere. 

■f  The  Marquis  de  Pertui  was  defcended  from  a  family  of  antient  Nobility  its 
Normandy,  fprung  originally  from  the  mcft  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Hay  in  Scot¬ 
land.  He  died  Lieutenant  General  of  the  King’s  armies,  and  Goverftour  of 
Courtrai, 
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to  believe  he  intended  to  fly :  befides,  the  Vifcount,  An.  1652.' 
by  changing  fituation,  defigned  to  reconnoitre, 
whether  the  enemy  did  not  march  under  covert,  in 
order  to  go  and  draw  up  in  fome  other  part  of  the 
plain,  charge  him  in  flank,  or  furround  him,  as 
they  fhould  have  done  at  firft.  Conde,  miftaking 
this  motion  for  a  flight,  marched  in  battalia  to 
the  caufey,  and  fent  fifteen  or  twenty  fquadrons 
over  it.  Turenne,  who,  to  confirm  him  in  his 
error,  had  marched  faft,  now  wheel’d  about,  re¬ 
turned  with  greater  diligence  to  his  firft  poft,  and 
forced  the  fquadrons,  which  he  put  into  difor- 
der,  to  repafs  it  with  precipitation.  That  inftant, 
the  battery  which  the  Vifcount  had  levelled  di¬ 
rectly  at  the  caufey,  did  dreadful  execution  *  •,  and 
the  Prince  did  not  dare  to  make  any  farther  at¬ 
tempt  the  remaining  part  of  the  day,  which  they 
fpent  in  canonading  one  another.  In  the  evening, 

Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  with  his  horfe,  and  the 
Duke  of  Bouillon,  with  feveral  other  Noblemen 
who  were  in  Gien,  came  to  the  Vifcount  i  and  now 
the  two  armies  were  upon  equal  terms,  and  conti¬ 
nued  in  fight  of  one  another  till  night. 

The  Cardinal,  extreamly  anxious  for  the  fuccefsThe  joy 
of  this  day,  which  was  to  determine  his  fate,  and  i^nathe* 
even  that  of  the  King  and  Queen,  was  fending  CoU'g“titu*t0* 
riers  perpetually  to  know  how  matters  went ;  whilft  vifcount! 
the  Queen,  undifturbed  at  her  toilet,  or  at  dinner, 
did  not  difcover  the  leaft  fymptoms  of  fear  -f\  The 
fervants  had  neverthelefs  begun  to  take  down  the 
furniture  of  her  apartment,  her  equipage  was  got 
over  the  bridge,  and  the  pioneers  were  ready  to 
break  it  down,  in  order  that  the  Loire  might  be 
between  the  King  and  the  enemy  ;  when  advice 
was  brought,  that  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  been 

*  An  expreffion  us’d  by  the  Duke  of  York  in  his  Memoirs,  whence  part 
of  thefc  particulars  areextra&ed. 

f  Mem.  of  Monglat,  Vol.  II.  p.261. 
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An.  1652.  {topp’d  in  his  march,  and  obliged  to  retire  ;  and 
the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  returning  vi&orious. 
The  whole  Court  gave  him  the  higheft  encomiums, 
and  the  Queen  declared  in  publick.  That  he  had  fet 
the  Crown  a  fecond  time  upon  her  Son’s  head.  In 
the  night,  the  King’s  army  marched  towards  Bri- 
are,  and  that  of  the  Prince  reached  Montargis.  Car¬ 
dinal  Mazarin  order’d  a  relation  to  be  drawn  up 
of  this  fortunate  action  -f :  The  relation  began 
with  the  advice  which  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  gave 
the  night  before  to  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt,  to 
contract  his  quarters :  but  the  Vifcount  entreated  the 
Cardinal  very  earneftly  to  blot  out  that  article  which 
caft  too  great  a  reproach  on  the  Marfhal,  who,  not 
being  fo  tender  of  Turenne’s  reputation,  gave 
out,  that  he  did  not  come  foon  enough  to  his 
affiftance.  To  this  the  Vifcount  made  no  other 
anfwer  but,  That  a  man  who  was  under  fo  much 
affliction  as  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt,  ought  at  leaf  to 
have  the  liberty  of  complaining ,  and  Turenne  difco- 
vered  fo  much  moderation  in  apologizing  for  the 
Marfhal,  that  he  even  gain’d  his  friendfhip. 

The  King’s  The  little  fuccefs  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  met 

toCh5wes^nS  ^kh  in  this  laft  enterprize,  made  his  friends  very 
urgent  with  him  to  go  in  perfon,  and  oppofe  the 
cabals  of  the  Coadjutor,  now  Cardinal  de  Retz.  The 
Qu  een,  who  detefted  the  Coadjutor,  had  yet  nomina¬ 
ted  him  for  a  Cardinal’s  hat,  from  a  perfuafion,  that 
he  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  her,  upon  the  Prince’s 
taking  up  arms  a  fecond  time  ;  and  Mazarin  return¬ 
ing  a  little  after,  had  got  this  nomination  revoked  *, 
but  Innocent  X.  was  no  fooner  raifed  to  the  Pon¬ 
tificate,  than  he  fent  the  hat  to  the  Coadjutor,  out 
of  hatred  to  the  Prime  Minifter.  The  intrigues  of 
the  new  Cardinal,  who  employed  all  his  endeavours 
to  difengage  the  Duke  of  Orleans  from  the  Prince  of 
Conde’s  intereft,  as  well  as  the  impreffion  which  the 

*  MS3,  Mena  of  Fremont  d’Ablancourt> 
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counts  laft  exploit  had  made  on  the  minds  of  the  An.i6$»: 
inhabitants  of  Paris,  determined  Conde  to  leave 
his  army,  the  command  of  which  he  gave  to  Count 
do  Tavannes*,  and  to  return  to  Paris,  whither  he 
brought  back  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  the  Duke 
of  Nemours,  who  was  wounded.  A  week  after, 
the  King  left  Gien,  and  the  Count  immediately  fet 
out  upon  his  march,  in  order  to  furprize  the  Court: 
but  Turenne  and  d’Hocquincourt,  leaving  Mon- 
targis  and  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  army  very  far  to  the 
left,  kept  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Yonne,  and 
conducted  the  King  by  Auxerre  and  Sens  ;  then 
ftealing  a  march  upon  the  Count  de  Tavannes,  they 
crofs’d  the  river  Loin  at  Moret,  travers’d  the  foreft  of 
Fontainebleau,  arrived  at  Ferte-Alais  an  hour  before 
the  enemy,  by  which  they  fecured  Melun  and  Cor- 
beil,  and,  after  having  cover’d  the  King’s  march 
forty  leagues,  came  and  encamped  at  Chatres,  be¬ 
tween  the  Prince’s  army  and  Paris,  and  thereby  cut 
off  its  communication  with  Count  de  Tavannes,  who 
retired  toEtampes,  where  all  the  harveft  of  Beaufte 
was  ftor’d.  Turenne  advifed  the  King  to  go  di- 
redtly  from  Corbeil  to  Paris,  in  which  Gafton  ^nd 
the  Prince  were  without  forces  •,  but  Mazarin  was 
fo  abhorred  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  City,  that  he 
would  not  truft  hhnfelf  in  it ;  and  therefore  the 
Court  preferr’d  St.  Germain  en  Laye. 

Conde  fent  thither  privately  to  the  Minifter,  tOTheNepot*. 
treat  about  a  reconciliation  with  him.  This  nego-a^nsJ°£ 
tiation  prov’d  ineffedtual  for  feveral  reafons :  Conde 
and  Mazarin,  tho’  very  oppofite  in  character,  had 
this  fault  in  common,  viz.  never,  when  they  treat¬ 
ed,  to  have  any  fixed  and  limited  pretenfions ;  but 
the  more  they  granted  one  another,  the  more  they 
thought  themfelves  impower’d  to  demand;  On  the 
other  fide.  Cardinal  de  Retz,  for  ever  hurried  along 
by  his  turbulent  fpirit,  fet  every  engine  at  work  to 

*  James  de  SauJx,  and  Count  de  Tavannes. 
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An.  1 65  2.  hinder  an  accommodation :  his  fear  was,  that  if  peace 
were  made  without  his  participation,  he  fhould  re¬ 
main  expofed  to  his  enemes,  or  at  leaft  become  ufe- 
lefs  :  war,  on  the  contrary,  though  of  never  fo  little 
continuance,  gave  him  hopes  of  the  Prince’s  ruin, 
or  the  removal  of  the  Prime  Minifter  ;  and  which 
foever  of  thefe  fhould  happen,  he  reckoned  upon 
having  the  foie  government  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
and  becoming  the  head  of  the  adminiftration,  the 
only  invariable  objedt  of  his  ambition  At  the  lame 
time  the  Spaniards  endeavoured  to  fpirit  up  the 
Prince  by  the  offer  of  fuccours .  The  molt  refined 
ftrokes  of  policy  were  employed  by  both  parties,  to 
engage  him,  one  to  continue  the  war,  the  other  to 
conclude  a  peace  •,  but  during  his  fufpence,  the  Vif- 
count  de  Turenne  was  feeking  an  opportunity  to 
furprize  the  rebels. 

TheVif-  The  Princefs  de  Montpenfier  having  left  Orleans 

^"hesto  t0  return  t0  ^ar*s’  fent  for  a  paffport  from  Etampes. 

The  Vifcount  kept  the  meffenger  a  whole  day,  per- 
to  furprize^  fuaded  that  as  the  enemy  would  pafs  in  review  before 
^ajy.  mCC£  her,  now  fhewas  leaving  them,  they  for  that  reafon 
would  not  go  a  forraging  for  fome  days  ;  that  this 
delay  would  oblige  them  to  go  in  greater  numbers 
afterwards ;  and  that  the  forragers,  in  the  abfence 
of  their  Officers,  who  would  certainly  accompany 
the  Princefs,  would  obferve  little  or  no  difcipline. 
Upon  this  reflection,  he  propos’d  to  poft  himfelf 
between  Orleans  and  Etampes,  to  intercept  the  for¬ 
ragers.  Marffial  d’Hocquincourt  approved  the  pro¬ 
ject  *,  and  accordingly  the  two  Generals,  in  the  night, 
between  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  May,  marched  the 
army  in  deep  filence,  through  by-ways,  and  arrived 
by  day-break  at  the  place  where  they  intended  to  poft 
themfelves.  The  fcouts  bringing  word,  that  the  ene¬ 
my’s  army,  inftead  of  forraging,  was  drawn  up 
in  order  of  battle,  in  a  plain  near  Etampes,  becaufe 
the  Princefs  did  not  fet  out  till  that  very  morning,  it 
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was  refolved  to  go  and  fight  them  :  but  the  moment  An.  165a-7 
the  enemy  perceived  the  King’s  army,  whofe  march 
had  till  now  been  a  fecret  to  them,  they  entred  the 
town  with  fomuch  diligence,  that  before  theMarfhals 
de  Turenne  and  d’Hocquincourt  had  got  to  the  hill 
above  Etampes,  the  rebels  had  already  fecured  them- 
felves,  and  the  Princefs  was  gone. 

This  hafty  retreat  made  the  Vifcount  take  a  newThe  vif- 
refolution.  Having  obferved,  from  the  hill  where a^ftormf3 
he  ftood,  a  large  body  of  troops,  in  pretty  great  the  fuburb 
diforder,  in  the  fuburb  towards  Orleans,  he  fancied 
it  would  be  pofiiblefor  him  to  force  this  poll.  Nine 
regiments  of  foot,  with  five  hundred  horfe,  had  en^ 
trenched  themfelves  in  it,  behind  the  rivulet  Which 
covers  all  one  fide,  a  little  fpace  excepted  towards 
the  town  gate,  where  the  enemy  had  made  a  ftrong 
dike.  The  Royal  infantry  marched  to  the  fuburb, 
without  flaying  till  the  canon  had  fired  againft  the  in* 
trenchments :  that  part  of  it  commanded  by  Marfhal 
d’Hocquincourt  which  was  to  the  right,  after  fuflain- 
ing  all  the  enemy’s  fire,  croffed  the  rivulet  near  a  mill, 
whilfl  Gadagne  forc’d  the  dike  to  the  left,  near  the 
gate.  Barricades  were  rais’d  in  the  latter  place,  tO 
cut  off  all  communication  between  the  town  and  the 
fuburb,  into  which  the  Vifcount  afterwards  marched 
his  infantry.  D’Hocquincourt  came  up  after,  and 
fuflained  them,  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry  ;  but 
they  followed  him  with  fo  great  a  precipitation,  and 
infuch  numbers,  that  Turenne  referving  Only  fome 
fquadrons,  thought  proper  to  detach  the  greateft 
part  of  them,  to  go  and  reinforce  the  body  of  horfe 
appointed  torepulfe  the  enemy,  in  cafe  they  fhould 
march  out  through  another  gate  of  the  town.  The 
attack  and  the  defence  were  equally  vigorous.  Both 
Tides  difputed  every  houfe,  every  inclofure,  and 
the  walls  of  the  feveral  gardens.  The  regiment  of. 
Turenne  fuftained  with  fo  much  bravery  the  other 
troops,  that  having  been  repulfed  t;o  fome  dif- 
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An.  1652.  tance  by  the  rebels,  they  returned  with  frefh  ardour, 
and  drove  them  to  the  laft  wall,  whence  they  were 
forced  to  retire  into  a  church,  and  there  cry  for  quar¬ 
ter.  Whilft  this  was  doing,  the  enemy,  to  fuccour 
their  men,  fallied  out  of  the  town  thro’  the  gate  to¬ 
wards  the  dike;  attacked  the  barricade,  and  would 
have  ftormed  it,  in  fpite  of  Gadagne’srefolution,  had 
not  the  Vifcount,  who  advanced  with  fome  fqua- 
drons,  within  piftol-fhot,  repulfed  them  **  They 
tried  two  more  fallies  with  as  little  fuccefs,  and  after 
fighting  obftinately  for  three  hours,  the  fuburb  was 
carried.  The  enemy’s  horfe  fav’d  themfelves  by 
croffing  the  river  ;  and  of  the  nine  regiments  of  foot, 
nine  hundred  men  were  kill’d,  and  feventeen  hundred 
taken  prifoners.  The  Marquifes  de  Navailles  and  de 
Gadagne,  the  Count  deBroglio,  and  Baron  deVaube- 
court,fignalized  themfelves  greatly  on  this  occafion. 

Had  the  rebels  after  the  a&ion,  but  taken  a  pro¬ 
per  advantage  of  an  error  which  one  part  of  the 
King’s  forces  committed,  they  might  have  defeated 
them  in  their  retreat.  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt 
marched  with  the  vanguard  of  the  army  diredtly  to 
Etrechi,  without  obferving  the  fituation  of  the  Vif¬ 
count,  who  could  not  follow  him  with  the  rear¬ 
guard,  till  he  had  rallied  his  foldiers  that  were  dif- 
perfed  and  bufied  in  plundering  the  fuburb.  Tire 
enemy,  had  they  fallied  out  by  the  gate  call’d  Paris 
gate,  oppofite  to  that  of  Orleans,  might  have  got 
between  the  two  parts  of  the  army,  and  defeated 
both :  but  they  contented  themfelves  with  attacking 
the  rear-guard,  as  it  retired  ;  and  charg’d  it  fo  vi- 
goroufly,  that  the  Vifcount  was  obliged  to  turn 
back,  with  a  body  of  horfe,  to  difengage  it.  When 
he  was  informed  that  the  van-guard  was  gone,  ’Tis 
too  late ,  replied  he,  fhrugging  up  his  fhoulders, 

*  We  have  borrowed  all  thefe  particulars  from  the  Duke  of  York’s  Me- 
Sagirs,  who  was  prefent  at  the  action. 
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to  remedy  what  is  done  -f  •,  and  preferring  his  ufual  An.  1652- 
tranquillity,  notwithstanding  the  danger  which  the 
incumbrance  of  the  prifoners  encreas’d,  he  made 
with  the  utmoft  diligence  towards  Etrechi,  where 
he  came  up  with  the  Martha!,  and  whence  the  whole 
army  marched  the  next  day  to  Chatres. 

The  misfortunes  which  had  befallen  the  Royal  The  Duke 
Family  of  Stuart  occafioned  by  the  Civil  Wars  of°/v^°/k"' 
England,  obliged  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  Hen- mount's 
rietta,  daughter  to  Henry  the  IV  of  France,  to camp< 
feek  an  afylum  in  this  Kingdom,  in  order  to  im¬ 
plore  the  protection  of  that  Crown.  King  CharlesII. 
and  the  Duke  of  York,  her  Ions,  after  the  mur- 
ther  of  the  King  their  father,  having  been  un- 
fuccefsful  in  all  their  enterprizes  againft  Cromwel, 
followed  the  Queen  their  mother  to  Paris.  As  the 
Duke  of  York,  then  but  eighteen,  breath’d  nothing 
but  war,  the  high  idea  he  entertain’d  of  the  Vifcount 
deTurenne,  engaged  him  to  leave  Paris  fecretly,  to 
ferve  as  a  volunteer  in  the  King’s  army,  and  learn 
the  fcience  of  war  under  fo  great  a  General.  He 
was  prefent  at  the  aCtion  of  the  fuburb  of  Etampes, 
and  difplayed  that  valour  which  was  always  admir’d 
in  the  Duke  of  York.  The  Vifcount  gave  him  a 
reception  fuitableto  his  birth  j  and  endeavoured,  by 
all  poflible  proofs  of  affeCtion,  to  foften  the  re  mem? 
brance  of  his  misfortunes. 

Three  days  after  the  battle  of  Etampes,  Marfhal The  V!f* 
d’Hocquincourt  was  fent  to  his  government  of^eltc'be- 
Peronne,  upon  pretence  of  the  Spaniards  approach- fcgeEtam- 
ing  it,  and  the  King’s  army  remain’d  under  thepe5’ 
foie  command  of  the  Vifcount,  Turenne  know? 
ing  that  all  the  forces  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and 
of  his  adherents,  on  this  fide  of  the  Loire,  were 
reduced  to  the  troops  fliut  up  in  Etampes,  where' 
they  began  to  be  in  want  of  forrage,  form’d  a  de- 
fign  to  go  and  block  up  that  city,  in  order  to 

The  Duke  of  York’s  Memoirs. 
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An.  x652.ftaEve  them,  in  cafe  they  continued  in  it,  or  fight 
V’Y'w'  them  if  they  came  out.  Count  de  Tavannes  com¬ 
manded  the  Prince’s  troops,  Valon  thofe  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  and  Clinchamp  the  Spaniards. 
All  three  were  very  brave  j  but  no  one  of  them  had 
experience  fufficient  to  condudt  an  army  :  They  were 
embarked  in  the  fame  caufe,  but  their  views  were 
different,  and  their  perpetual  jealoufy  occafioned 
Frequent  dilputes.  ’Twas  impoffible  for  a  man  of 
theVifcount’s  abilities,  not  to  take  advantage  of  this 
mifunderftanding  -,  neverthelefs,  as  their  army  con¬ 
fined  of  four  thoufand  foot,  and  three  thoufand 
horfe,  and  that  of  the  Vifcount  was  at  mod  but  ten 
thoufand  men,  this  blockade  was  confidered  as  a 
rafh  enterprise.  But  the  Prince  of  Conde,  who 
knew  better  than  any  body  Turenne’s  capacity, 
forming  a  different  judgment,  was  afraid  left  his 
army  ftiould  be  forced  to  furrender  at  difcretion  j 
and  preffed  the  Archduke  Leopold,  at  that  time 
Governor  of  the  Low  Countries,  to  fend  him  imme¬ 
diate  fuccours.  " 

my  **•  The  King  left  St.  Germains,  and  during  his 
K>uwVbe*  journey  to  Melun,  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  marched 
£eges  e-  within  a  league  of  Etampes.  This  town  ftands 
ewnpe5‘  in  a  bottom  :  Its  walls  flanked  with  but  fmall 
towers,  are  not  ftrong  enough  to  fuftain  an  attack  i 
On  that  fide  lying  towards  Orleans,  they  are  wa¬ 
tered  by  a  fmall  river,  and  furrounded  with  a  dry 
ditch  towards  Chatres  :  very  near  this  place  the 
rebels  were  poffeffed  of  a  hill,  on  which  a  round 
tower  is  built,  whence  there  is  a  profpeft  of  the 
whole  plain.  The  Vifcount  made  himfelf  matter  of 
the  other  eminencies,  difperfedtroops  to  the  right  and 
left,  lodged  part  of  them  in  the  ruins  of  the  fuburbs, 
which  the  enemy  had  burnt  at  his  approach, 
and  encamped  the  reft  of  his  army  pretty  near 
Etampes,  on  a  fpot  whence  the  canon  could  do 
but  little  execution  in  the  town,  as  it  ftood  in  a 
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bottom.  Notwithstanding  the  frequent  Tallies  of  An.  165a* 
the  befieged,  the  lines  of  contra vallation  were  foon 
com  pleated,  which,  as  the  foil  was  very  ftony, 
could  not  be  very  deep  :  lines  of  circumvallation 
feemed  ufelefs  in  the  field,  as  there  was  no  ene¬ 
my.  A  bridge  was  made  on  the  river,  to  keep  the 
befieged  from  forraging,  and  feveral  others  were 
preparing,  when  advice  came  of  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain’s  arrival  in  France.  This  Prince,  who  had  been 
difpolTefTed  of  his  dominions,  headed  ten  thoufand 
men  who  followed  him  every  where.  Regardlefs  of 
his  engagements,  he  had  promifed,  by  a  fecret  trea¬ 
ty,  to  employ  them  this  year  in  the  King  of  Spain’s 
fervice  j  and  at  the  fame  time  had  given  fuch  pro- 
mifes  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  that,  upon  orders  fent 
by  the  Court,  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  Governor  of 
Lorrain,  permitted  him  to  levy  troops,  and  pro- 
vifions  were  furnifhed  him  in  his  march  :  and 
yet,  when  he  was  come  pretty  near  Paris,  he  did  not 
fcruple  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  Princes.  This 
unexpedled  turn  obliged  Turenne  to  change  hisplan ; 
accordingly  he  refolved  to  attack,  with  the  utmoft- 
vigour,  Etampes,  in  order  to  ftorm  that  town,  before 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  fhould  come  and  fuccour  it. 

As  horfes  were  wanted  for  the  artillery,  the  Court 
was  obliged  to  employ  all  that  could  be  found, 
and  even  thofe  which  drew  the  coaches  of  the  King 
and  Queen.  By  the  help  of  thefe  the  Vifcount 
eredted  batteries  againft  the  half-moon,  Handing 
near  the  gate  of  Orleans  •,  and  the  moment  its  defen¬ 
ces  were  ruined,  the  Marquis  de  Gadagne,  who 
was  commanded  to  go  and  attack  it,  marched  thi¬ 
ther  in  the  night,  at  the  head  of  a  thoufand  men, 
and  poffeffed  himfelf  of  it :  but  at  day-break  he 
was  drove  thence  by  the  befieged,  who  attacked  him 
on  every  fide ;  and  after  receiving  twenty  fhot  in  his 
buffcoat,  efcaped  almofl  miraculoufly  out  of  the 
midft  of  the  enemy’s  fquadrons.  The  Vifcount  re- 
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Ij&ji.  i65z.ceiving  advice  of  this,  returned  immediately  from 
his  quarters,  whither  he  was  gone,  and  command¬ 
ed  all  the  infantry  there  to  march :  his  own  regi¬ 
ment  coming  up  firft,  advanced  alone  towards  the 
half-moon,  and,  unfuccoured  even  by  the  artillery  of 
the  lines,  fuftained  the  whole  fire  of  the  curtin, 
without  difeharging  once,  entred  the  fofs,  which 
had  been  filled  up  in  the  night,  got  upon  the  work 
that  was  crowded  with  the  enemy’s  forces,  drove 
them  from  thence,  and  planted  their  colours  on  it, 
which  had  been  carried  by  Captains  during  the 
whole  engagement.  This  action  of  almoft  unpa- 
rallel’d  vigour,  made  the  Vifcount’s  forces  hope 
to  continue  unmolefted  all  the  reft  of  that  day  ; 
but  the  befieged  fallied  out  about  three  in  the 
afternoon  with  twenty  fquadrons  and  four  bat¬ 
talions  to  recover  the  half-moon,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  attack  the  lines  in  a  quarter  where  they 
were  leaft  expedited.  Turenne,  who  happened  very 
fortunately  to  be  there,  fent  orders  to  all  the  forces 
t6  repair  to  their  feveral  pofts,  and  commanded 
the  foot,  which  were  in  the  camp,  to  come  and 
join  him.  At  the  fame  time  he  ordered  one  of  the 
three  fquadrons  upon  guard  out  of  the  lines,  fent  it 
under  Count  de  Rennel  to  charge,  and  himfelf  ad¬ 
vanced  with  the  two  others  towards  the  avenue  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  intrenchments,  where  hefuppofed  the  great- 
eft  efforts  would  be  made.  The  firft  fquadron 
having  been  repulfed,  the  rebels  would  have  entered 
the  lines,  if  two  hundred  mufketeers  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  guards  had  not  come  up.  Thefe  were  all 
that  could  be  got  together  in  the  camp,  the  adlion 
in  the  morning  having  drawn  the  greateft  part  of  the 
infantry  to  the  fuburb  of  Orleans.  Thefe  mufketeers, 
who  were  defired  by  the  Vifcount  not  to  fire  all 
at  once,  and  t;o  take  a  good  aim,  did  great  execu¬ 
tion  :  at  their  firft  difeharge,  which  killed  great 
numbers  in  the  three  firft  fquadrons,  they  forced  the 
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enemy’s  horfe  to  retire*,  and  at  their  fecond,  they  An.  1652.' 
obliged  the  foot,  who  were  advancing,  to  fhelter 
themfelves  behind  a  rideau  or  eminence,  whence  nei¬ 
ther  fuperiority  of  numbers,  intreaties,  menaces,  nor 
blows  could  induce  them  to  ftir  •,  they  only  poured  in 
a  great  fire  on  the  lines,  and  retired  as  foon  as  the  reft 
of  the  King’s  troops  came  up.  The  rebels  were  as 
unfuccefsful  in  the  attack  of  the  work,  for  thofe  who 
guarded  them  had  time  to  prepare  for  their  reception. 

Tracy,  who  commanded  the  Yifcount’s  German  ca¬ 
valry,  marching  between  the  lines  and  the  town, 
met  the  enemy  advancing  to  attack  the  work,  when 
he  charged  them  vigoroufly,  though  at  the  head  of 
but  four  fquadrons,  obliged  them  to  halt,  and  gave 
another  body,  commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  Riche¬ 
lieu,  time  to  advance  and  fuftain  him.  Upon  this 
reinforcement  the  enemy  were  charged  a  fecond 
time,  and  drove  back  in  great  diforder,  after  lofing 
a  vaft  number  of  foldiers,  and  upwards  of  fixty 
Officers.  The  befieged  did  not  make  any  other 
confiderable  fally  ;  and  Turenne’s  forces  charged 
them  vigoroufly  the  following  days,  on  that  fide  to¬ 
wards  the  gate  of  Orleans,  and  the  half-moon 
which  had  been  recovered :  but  whilft  they  were 
about  to  undermine  the  walls,  advice  was  brought 
the  Vifcount,  that  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  after  de¬ 
claring  in  favour  of  the  Princes,  was  advancing, 
and  that  a  bridge  of  boats,  was  preparing  for  him 
above  Charenton. 

Upon  this  news,  Marfhal  de  Turenne  judged  itT1«vif- 
would  be  proper  to  raife  the  fiege,  not  to  run  * 

the  hazard  of  being  fhut  up  between  two  armies t0  Eta«n- 
of  the  enemy,  when  undefended  by  lines  of  cir-pe*‘ 
cumvallation.  Accordingly  the  canon  was  re¬ 
moved  from  off  the  batteries  *,  the  troops  came  out 
of  the  half-moon,  and  after  fetting  fire  to  the  bar¬ 
racks,  the  army  marched  away.  Whilft  the  firft 
fine  halted,  the  fecond  advanced  about  five  hun- 
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,  dred  paces,  and  then  faced  about  ;  afterwards  the 
firft  line  pafled  through  the  intervals  of  the  fecond 
line,  and  continued  its  march  to  the  fame  diftance, 
halted  and  faced  like  the  fecond,  which  began  the 
fame  movement  as  before.  Thefe  motions  were 
repeated  for  the  fpace  of  half  a  league ;  and  the  ene¬ 
my,  who  fkirmifhed  at  firft  with  the  firft  line  in  its 
retreat,  made  no  confiderable  attempt  afterwards. 

The  fourteenth  of  June,  Turenne  crofted  the  Seine 
at  Corbeil,  marched  through  the  foreft  of  Senard,  and 
made  fucfi  great  expedition,  that  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
’  rain  was  very  much  furprized  when  he  heard  of  his 
■approach.  The  Duke  was  encamped  on  the  hill  of 
Villeneuve  St.  George,  and  was  making  a  bridge  over 
the  Seine,  in  order  to  join  his  army  to  that  of  the 
Prince  of  Conde.  The  Vifcount,  after  reconnoitring  his 
difpofition,  went  in  the  evening  and  crofted  the  little 
river  of  Yeres,  near  Brunoi,  marched  the  whole  night 
about  Gros-bois,  and  came  near  the  enemy  by  day¬ 
break,  with  the  refolution  of  attacking  them  imme¬ 
diately.  The  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who  depended  entire¬ 
ly  for  fubfiftence  on  the  letting  out  of  his  troops  to 
hire,  would  not  fuffer  them  to  hazard  a  battle,  tho’ 
his  forces  were  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  King.  As 
he  expedted  every  moment  the  arrival  of  the  army 
from  Etampes,  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes 
of  amufing  the  Vifcount  by  negotiations.  He  had 
already  pav’d  the  way  to  this,  and  drawn  the  King 
of  England  from  Paris  into  his  camp,  to  have  the 
benefit  of  his  mediation,  and  even  engage  him  to 
pafs  his  word  for  him  at  the  French  Court,  which 
the  Duke  had  fo  often  deceived,  that  they  were 
not  difpofed  to  truft  him  any  more.  But  at  his 
intreaty.  King  Charles  fent  a  mefiage  from  the 
Lorrain  camp  to  the  Duke  of  York  his  brother, 
by  which  he  defired  earneftly  to  have  an  interview 
with  him,  in  order  to  negotiate  a  peace  between  the 
two  armies.  The  Vifcount  confented  to  this,  and 

the 
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the  Englifh  Prince  carried  the  conditions  which  this  An.  1652.’ 
General  required  from  the  Duke  of  Lorrain.  Ne~ ‘y'*Y"V 
verthelefs,  the  Vifcount  ftill  advanced  to  prevent  his 
being  furprized  by  the  artifices  of  the  Duke,  who 
had  polled  himfelf  to  as  much  advantage  as  the 
place  he  was  in  would  allow.  A  wood  lay  at  his 
right,  the  river  Yeres  at  his  left,  and  in  the  front 
of  his  army  were  fix  redoubts,  all  which  he  had 
raifed  in  one  night :  here  he  had  lodged  his  infan-* 
try,  and  five  hundred  mulketeers  were  polled  in 
the  wood.  His  army  amounted  to  five  thoufand 
horfe  and  three  thoufand  foot  ;  befides  a  thoufand 
or  twelve  hundred  of  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  forces, 
brought  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort.  The  King’s  army, 
weakned  by  the  lofs  fullained  before  Etampes,  was 
fcarce  upwards  of  feven  thoufand  men. 

The  King  of  England  was  extremely  perplex’d  a  treaty  it 
how  to  aft,  in  cafe  the  two  armies  Ihould  come  to  bteh"e 
a  battle.  ’Twould  be  a  dilhonour  to  him,  Ihould  Duke  of  ^ 
he  leave  the  camp  the  night  before  an  engagement,  Amount, 
without  lharing  in  it :  He  had  particular  obliga¬ 
tions  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who  loved  him  ;  fome 
likenefs  of  charafters  alfo  had  formed  a  friendlhip  be¬ 
tween  them  5  but  at  the  fame  time  he  was  under  the 
protection  of  his  Majelly.  In  cafe  he  fought  for 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  he  would  countenance  the  re¬ 
bellion  *,  and  if  he  went  over  to  the  army  of  France, 
he  would  feem  to  betray  his  friend.  The  Duke  of 
York  found  the  King  his  brother  in  this  dilemma, 
when  he  brought  the  propofals,  by  which  the  Vifcount 
demanded,  that  the  Lorrainers  fhould  immediately 
difcontinue  working  at  the  bridge  over  the  Seine  •,  that 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  Ihould  promife  to  leave  the  King¬ 
dom  in  a  fortnight,  and  at  the  fame  time  give  his  pa¬ 
role,  never  more  to  fuccour  the  rebels.  Whilll  the 
two  Princes  were  in  conference,  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
came  into  the  room,  and  the  Duke  of  York  pre¬ 
rented  him  the  plan  of  the  treaty.  He  received  it 
.  :a  '  '*  *  *  ’  v'  .  *  •  with 


£26  The  History  of  the  Book  III. 

ftn.  1652.  with  an  airof  raillery,  that  was  natural  tohim,  which 
however  feemed  a  little  forced  on  this  occafion. 
He  confented  at  once  to  the  firft  article,  and  im¬ 
mediately  difpatched  an  Officer,  with  orders  to 
difcontinue  working  at  the  bridge  •,  but  he  rejected 
the  two  laft,  and  protefted  that  nothing  ffiould  force 
him  to  confent  to  them :  The  Duke  of  York  reply¬ 
ing  that  the  Vifcount  would  not  recede  from  thefe 
articles,  the  conference  ended.  The  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain  imagining  that  the  young  Prince  was  for  a  bat¬ 
tle  rather  than  a  reconciliation,  defired  the  King  of 
England  to  fend  the  Lord  Germain  with  him,  to  ob¬ 
tain,  if  poffible,  lefs  fevere  conditions  from  the  Vif¬ 
count.  Turenne  had  continued  advancing,  and  the 
Duke  of  York  and  the  Lord  Germain  met  him  with¬ 
in  a  league  of  the  Lorrain  camp.  The  Englifh  Prince 
acquainted  him  with  the  Duke  of  Lorrain’s  anfwer, 
and  the  Lord  Germain,  after  employing,  but  to 
no  purpofe,  all  his  eloquence,  to  make  an  impreffi- 
on  on  him,  returned.  The  army  ftill  continuing 
its  march,  was  now  got  within  canon  foot  of  the 
enemy,  when  the  King  of  England  came  in  per- 
fon  to  the  Vifcount ;  but  all  he  could  obtain  from 
him  was,  to  fend  a  perfon  once  more  to  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain.  The  Marquis  de  Gadagne  was  appoin¬ 
ted  to  carry  him  the  conditions  in  writing,  and  to  in¬ 
form  him,  that  he  muft  either  that  moment  fign  or 
fight.  He  fet  out,  and  found  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  near 
his  batteries.  This  Prince  having  read  the  articles 
prefcribed  by  Turenne,  commanded  his  gunners, 
in  Gadagne’s  prefence,  to  fire  :  but  one  would  have 
imagined,  that  they  had  before  been  ordered  not 
to  obey,  and  that  ’twas  merely  a  feint  to  gain  time. 
At  laft,  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  perceiving  Gadagne 
inflexible,  figned  the  articles  ;  and  Gadagne  brought 
them  back  to  the  Vifcount,  who  demanded  two 
hoftages  for  performance. 

Scarce; 
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Scarce  was  the  treaty  figned,  when  the  army  ofAn.  1652; 
the  Princes  appeared  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Seine. 

The  Lorrainers  left  their  intrenchments,  and  filed 0f  the  Duke 
off  before  the  King’s  army,  which  continued  in  y^untfe- 
order  of  battle.  Part  of  Conde’s  troops,  which parat* 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort  had  brought,  engaged  in  the 
King’s  fervice,  and  the  reft  were  permitted  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Paris.  Upon  Beaufort’s  arrival  in  that  city, 
he  infinuated  to  the  Parifians,  as  though  the  treaty 
had  been  concluded  by  the  foie  mediation  of  the 
King  of  England,  which  exafperated  them  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  no  Englifhman  dared  to  appear  in 
the  ftreets,  during  feveral  days,  for  fear  of  being 
infulted  by  the  populace. 

The  army  of  Etampes,  after  the  Duke  of  Lor- The  Prince 
rain’s  departure,  was  retired  to  Villejuy  :  the  Prince  ^ad<^0anda'i 
of  Conde  who  went  and  affumed  the  command  of  the  army  0" 
it,  marched  it  to  St.  Cloud,  and  there  encamped rebels' 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  as  far  as  Surenne ; 
and  having  fecured  the  bridge,  thought  himfelf  in- 
no  manner  of  danger,  though  he  had,  at  moft,  but 
fix  thoufand  men.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Vifcount  dc 
Turenne  ftill  perfifted  in  the  refolution  he  had  taken,, 
to  difperfe  thofe  remaining  troops,  which  were  the 
only  fupport  of  the  rebellion  :  but  perceiving,  that 
which  rout  foever  he  might  take  to  march  againftthe 
enemy,  ’twould  be  always  in  their  power,  by  the  in-, 
terpofitionof  the  Seine,  to  avoid  coming  to  a  battle  ; 
and  judging  that  he  could  not  pofilbly  furmount  this 
obftacle,  but  by  fuperior  force,  which  would  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  attacking  them  at  the  fame 
time  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  he  reprefented  to  the 
Cardinal,  how  very  neceffary  it  was  to  haften  the 
march  of  thofe  troops,  which  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte 
was  bringing  from  Lor  rain.  In  expectation  of 
this  reinforcement,  Turenne  continued  fome  days 
at  Villeneuve  St.  Georges.  He  left  it  about  the  end 
of  June,  marched  very  (low,  croffed  the  Marne  at 

Lagni, 
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An.  1652.  Lagni,  and  encamped  near  Dammartin,  to  cut  off 
VfYV  the  pafiage  of  a  body  of  Spanifh  forces,  which  were 
to  come  from  Flanders  along  the  banks  of  the 
river  Oyfe.  Some  days  after,  the  Royal  army,  by 
the  reinforcement  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  brought, 
being  increafed  to  ten  or  eleven  thoufand  men,  went 
and  encamped  near  St.  Denis,  whither  the  Court  was 
come  from  Melun *,  and  the  Vifcount  gave  orders 
immediately  for  bringing  from  Pontoife  boats  to 
make  a  bridge  oppofite  to  Epinai,  where  the  ifland 
of  St.  Denis,  by  dividing  the  Seine,  facilitated  the 
carrying  on  of  that  work.  The  attempts  the  Prince 
made  to  hinder  it  were  fruitlefs  ;  for  the  canon  plan¬ 
ted  in  the  ifland,  of  which  the  Royalifts  immediately 
poflefled  themfelves,  drove  the  enemy  from  the  op¬ 
pofite  fhore  •,  and  there  remained  not  above  an  hun¬ 
dred  mufketeers,  under  cover  of  a  rideau ,  whence 
they  fired  upon  the  workmen.  La  Fitte,  a  Major 
of  La  Ferte’s  regiment,  a  refolute  experienced  Of¬ 
ficer,  fwam  -over  with  fifty  troopers,  cut  off  the 
retreat  of  the  hundred  foot  foldiers,  killed  feveral 
of  them,  and  brought  away  the  reft  prifoners  in  a 
boat,  without  lofing  a  man. 

The  Prince  Conde  feeing  the  bridge  was  finifhed,  loft  all  hopes 
©f  conde  of  being  able  to  hinder  the  paflfage  of  the  Royalifts  y 
marches^to^  and  fearing  he  fhould  foon  be  attacked  by  their 
charenton.  whole  army,  refolved  to  march  his  own  to  that  neck 
of  land  where  the  Seine  and  the  Marne  unite  below 
Charenton,  that  being  the  moft  advantageous  poft 
he  could  pitch  upon,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
July  1.  Paris.  He  broke  up  his  camp  in  the  beginning  of 
the  night,  went  over  St.  Cloud  bridge,  which  he  af¬ 
terwards  broke  down,  crofted  the  Bois-de-Boulogne , 
arrived  at  the  Conrs -la-Reine,  and  intended  to  pro¬ 
ceed  through  the  Porte  de  la  Conference  •,  but  the  Pa- 
rifians  refilling  to  open  it,  he  fpent  the  night  in  the 
Cours  %  and  next  morning  by  day-break,  in  order 
to  reach  Charenton,  he  marched  between  Le  Route 
g  and 
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and  the  Porte  St.  Honor  e  by  La  Ville  PEveque ,  Let  An.  1652. 
Porcherons ,  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Denis  and  St.  Mar-  '-OTNJ 
tin ,  and  by  the  Marais ,  fearing  every  ftep  he 
took  that  his  rear-guard  would  be  attacked.  Tu- 
renne  being  informed  of  Conde’s  motions,  fet  out 
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  commanded  his  army 
to  follow  him,  fent  to  defire  Marfhal  de  la  Fertd 
to  come  and  join  him  with  his  troops,  which  were 
already  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Seine  ;  and  re- 
folved,  without  waiting,  either  for  the  canon  or 
for  Marlhal  de  la  Ferte,  to  attack  the  Prince  before 
he  could  reach  Charenton.  The  Vifcount  went  to 
Sl  Denis,  to  confer  there  with  Cardinal  Mazarin, 
and  arrived  at  Chapelle,  where  he  difcovered  the 
enemy.  Going  to  reconnoitre  them,  he  found,  at  July  s. 
the  entrance  of  the  fuburb  of  St.  Denis,  part  of 
their  infantry  ported  in  wind-mills  and  houfes  :  but 
the  mufketeers  he  caufed  to  advance  drove  them 
away,  and  gave  the  King’s  horfe  an  opportunity 
to  charge  their  rear-guard,  which,  after  fighting 
fome  time,  was  routed,  and  the  greateft  part  of  their 
Officers  flain.  Turenne  ftill  repulfing  the  rebels, 
came  up,  about  the  hofpital  of  St.  Lewis,  with  the 
reft  of  their  rear-guard,  confiding  of  about  three 
hundred  horfe,  and  cut  them  to  pieces. 

The  Prince,  thus  vigoroufly  purfued,  found  itThec^5e 
would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  reach  Charenton,  entrench^ 
and  therefore  refolved  to  retire  into  the  fuburb  of  St. 
Anthony.  Reduced  to  this  extremity,  he  was  glad  of  sJ  Au¬ 
to  find  in  that  fuburb,  befides  the  barriers  where  thuny 
toll  is  paid  to  the  King,  fome  intrenchments  which 
had  been  lately  thrown  up  to  flop  the  incurfions  of 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain’s  troops,  when  ported  ' :  Vil- 
leneuve  St.  Georges.  Immediately  he  fortifies  both, 
raifes  new  barricades  crofs  the  ftreets  •,  bores  holes  in 
the  walls  of  the  houfes,  where  he  lodges  mufke¬ 
teers  •,  lines  with  horfe  and  foot  all  the  places  by  which 
he  may  be  attacked  j  gives  the  command  of  them  to 

Officers, 
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An.  1652.  Officers,  equally  diftinguifhed  for  their  bravery  and 
VrrO  experience,  and  makes  the  large  area  before  St.  An¬ 
thony’s  gate  a  place  of  arms.  In  a  word,  Conde  ne¬ 
ver  gave  more  ffiining  marks  of  fkill  in  difpofmg, 
nor  of  valour  in  executing. 

■f  he  Court  Turenne  having  kept  very  clofe  to  the  enemy 

with  the  the  whole  length  of  the  fuburbs,  was  got  to  that  of 
vifcount,  to  St.  Anthony,  where  he  intended  to  halt,  and  not 
Prince  fooner  come  to  adtion,  till  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  ffiould  join 
than  he  him.  At  the  fame  time  the  King,  the  Cardinal, 
thought  p«>-anc}  whole  Court,  came  to  Charonne  hill,  whence 
they  beheld,  as  from  an  amphitheatre,  the  melancholy 
fcenes  of  this  famous  adlion.  As  foon  as  the  Royal 
infantry  had  joined  the  cavalry,  the  Vifcount  was 
ordered  to  attack  the  fuburb  without  delay.  In  vain 
he  reprefented,  that  as  it  would  be  impoffible  for  the 
enemy  to  efcape,  unlefs  the  Parifians  ffiould  open 
their  gates  to  them,  ’twould  be  raffi  to  attack 
troops  fo  ftrongly  entrench’d,  before  he  had  got  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  inftruments  neceffary  for  beating  down 
the  walls,  filling  up  the  intrenchments,  and  forcing 
the  barricades :  the  Court  was  fo  impatient,  that  no 
regard  was  had  to  his  remonftrances  *,  the  Duke  of 
Bouillon  was  more  than  any  body  urgent  with  his 
brother,  and  infinuated  to  him,  that  ffiould  he  op- 
pofe  the  Cardinal’s  will,  a  fufpicion  might  arife, 
that  he  intended  tofpare  the  Prince  of  Conde.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Vifcount  did  not  acquiefce  till  orders  were 
fent  him  a  fecond  time,  to  attack  the  enemy  that 
moment. 

.  .  The  fuburb  of  St.  Anthony  confifts  of  three  prin- 
of  st.  An-  cipal  itreets,  which  terminate  at  the  gate  of  the  city, 
ihony.  as  their  center,  forming  a  kind  of  duck’s  foot ; 
and  thefe  three  ftreets  are  crofs’d  by  feveral  o- 
thers.  The  Vifcount  firft  extended  his  army  on 
a  curve  line  from  the  foot  of  Charonne  to  the 
river  of  Seine,  to  flop  every  outlet  to  the  Prince’s 
forces.  He  gave  orders  for  three  attacks  at  the  fame 
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time.  Turenne  gave  the  command  of  that  on  the  An.  1652. 
right,  towards  Charonne,  to  the  Marquis  de  St.  Me- 
grin*  i  that  on  the  left,  towards  the  Seine,  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Navailles  f  himfelf  taking  charge  of  the 
middle  attack  by  the  high-ftreet.  He  exhorted  the 
officers  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  the  crofs-ftreets,  in 
proportion  as  they  ffiould  advance  in  the  fuburb, 
that  the  feveral  bodies  of  troops,  by  this  commu¬ 
nication,  might  have  an  opportunity  of  uniting 
and  fuccouring  one  another  in  the  great  ftreets. 

Thefe  difpofitions  being  made,  the  King’s  troops 
marched  to  the  intrenchments  of  the  rebels,  who 
made  a  dreadful  fire,  but  they  were  drove  from 
them  by  a  fuperior  fire,  and  the  Royaliff s  came  up  to 
the  barricades.  The  Marquis  de  St.  Megrin  at  the 
head  of  the  French  guards,  and  de  la  Marine’s  re¬ 
giment,  fuftairted  by  the  gendarmes  and  the  light 
horfe,  attacked  that  of  Charonne-ftreet,  and  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  it  in  fpite  of  the  fire  which  was 
poured  in  on  all  Tides  from  the  houfes  and  the  walls.. 
Immediately  the  gendarmes  and  the  light  horfe 
rufhed  into  this  ftreet,  got  before  the  infantry,  with¬ 
out  giving  them  time  to  drive  the  rebels  out  of  the 
neighbouring  houfes,  and,  with  an  indifcreet  ar¬ 
dour,  purfued  the  runaways  to  the  market-place  *. 

The  Prince  being  there,  advanced  at  the  head  of 
twenty  officers  and  volunteers,  who  were  near  him, 
and  charged  them  fo  vigoroufly,  that  they  were 
forced  back  upon  their  infantry  •,  thefe,  as  well  as 
the  cavalry,  being  now  put  into  diforder,  were  re- 
pulfed  by  the  rebels,  and  drove  back  again  to  the 
firft  barricade,  thofe  that  were  lodged  in  the  houfes 
firing  on  them  all  that  time.  The  Marquis  de  St. 

Megrin  and  the  Marquis  de  Mancini  the  Cardinal’s 
nephew  loft  their  lives  in  the  aftion. 

*  James  Stuart  de  Cauffade  Prince  of  Carency,  Marquis  of  St.  Megrin, 
and  Count  of  Vauguyon. 

1"  Philip  de  Montault  de  Foix,  afterwards  Peer  and  Marihal  of  France. 

?  The  Duke  of  York’s  Memoirs. 

During 
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An.  1652.  During  this  engagement  on  the  right,  Turenne’s 
J^VNJ  regiment  of  foot  on  the  left,  towards  Charenton- 
fbidiers  on  ftreet,  drove  the  rebels  out  of  feveral  houfes  and  fome 
both  fides.  gardens,  where  they  were  polled  •,  but  having  ad¬ 
vice  of  Megrin’s  defeat,  and  fearing  its  retreat 
ihould  be  cut  off,  it  halted,  and  contented  itfelf  with 
maintaining  what  it  had  won.  The  regiments  of 
Uxelles  and  Carignan  attacked,  farther  up  to  the 
left,  the  walls  of  a  garden  :  tho’  their  two  Lieute¬ 
nant  Colonels  had  loll  their  lives  at  the  firfl  onfet, 
the  foldiers  advanced  of  themfelves  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  fire  poured  in  upon  them,  they 
marched  up  to  the  intervals  of  the  openings,  through 
which  the  rebels  fired  •,  and  now  mufkets  being  of  no 
ufe,  they  made  ufe  of  pifhols ;  they  threw  ftones  at 
one  another,  and  thrull  their  fwords  through  the 
holes  which  they  widened  with  their  hands,  for  want 
of  proper  inllruments.  During  this  conflidt,  which 
was  carried  on  a  long  time  with  a  kind  of  mad  fury, 
the  two  regiments  were  lullained  by  a  fquadron  of 
horfe  drawn  out  of  the  regiments  of  Clare  and 
Richelieu,  which  being  put  into  diforder  atfirll,  ral¬ 
lied  afterwards,  and  maintained  its  poll  to  the  end  of 
the  adtion  *.  A  little  nearer  the  river,  clofe  by  Ram- 
bouillet-garden,  theMarquisdeNavaillesllorm’d  the 
barricade  that  was  before  him,  diflodged  the  enemy 
from  the  houfes,  and  obliged  them  to  retire  behind 
the  neighbouring  gardens,  whither  fome  of  their  in¬ 
fantry  were  already  arrived  :  Eclainvilliers  a  Major 
General  in  the  Royal  army,  millaking  their  re¬ 
treat  for  a  flight,  palled  the  barricade  with  the 
horfe  under  his  command  :  They  faced  about  at  the 
fame  time,  and  perceiving  he  could  not  advance 
above  two  in  front  againll  them,  charged  him  be¬ 
fore  half  his  men  were  got  thorough,  or  he  could 
draw  them  up  ;  defeated  him,  took  him  prifoner, 
killed  a  great  number  of  his  troops,  and  fome  offi- 


*  The  Duke  of  York’s  Memoirs, 
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cers  *,  and  after  purfuing  the  reft  to  the  barricade,  An.  1652* 
retired  through  the  midft  of  a  brisk  fire  made  by  the 
King’s  infantry,  who  had  feized  upon  the  houfes 
the  rebels  had  juft  before  abandoned. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  who  till  now  had  en-Th-  Vif- 
gaged  in  the  other  attacks,  advanced  at  length  intOpXatwTce 
the  high-ftreet,  the  barrier  of  which  he  had  already  b?£^rince 
cut,  in  lpite  of  the  great  refiftance  made  by  thofe  who° 
defended  it.  He  was  marching  in  order  through  this 
ftreet,  bearing  down  all  before  him,  and  was  upon 
the  point  of  winning  the  firft  traverfes,  when  Ccnde 
checked  his  progrefs  f.  This  Prince  formed  a  fqua- 
dron  of  all  the  perfons  of  Quality  in  his  army,  who 
were  not  in  commiftion,  and  of  fuch  Gentlemen  as 
were  attached  to  him,  rufhed  upon  the  King’s  troops, 
made  them  give  way,  and  beat  them  back  to  the 
barricade.  The  Vifcount  getting  together  a  body 
which  had  not  yet  engaged,  while  the  Prince  was 
letting  his  men  take  breath,  forced  his  way  a 
fecond  time  through  the  barricade,  bore  down 
all  who  oppofed  him,  broke  through  feveral  tra¬ 
verfes,  and  got  to  St.  Anthony’s  Abbey,  in  the 
midft  of  the  fuburb  •,  but  Conde  rufhed  again  upon 
him  with  frefh  vigour,  and  again  repulfed  him. 

No  aftion  was  ever  difputed  with  more  fteddy, 
obllinate  valour :  the  two  Generals  covered  with 
blood,  and  perpetually  expofcd  to  the  fire  of 
the  mufketeers,  who  fhot  from  the  houfes  to  the 
right  and  left,  fought  often  oppofite  to  one  another 
within  piftol-fhot  •,  the  martial  fury  of  the  one  and 
the  coolnefs  of  the  other  form’d  a  contraft,  the 
fight  of  which  raifed  admiration  and  terror.  At 
laft,  the  Vifcount  feeing  it  would  not  be  poffible  for 
him  to  force  this  body  of  chofen  horfe,  detached 
fome  troops  from  his  attack,  who  went  and  rein- 

■f-  It  appears  from  the  Memoirs  of  de  la  Rochefoucault,  and  by  the  MSS. 

Hifl.  of  Abbe  Raguenet,  that  this  aftion  is  not  the  fame  with  that  in  Cba- 
renton -ftreet,,  where  St.  Megrin  was  killed. 
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An.  1652.  forced  thofe  under  the  Marquis  de  Navailles,  in  order 
to  charge  Conde  behind  and  furround  him*. 

Brave  aftion  That  moment  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s  troops  arrived 
offthBeauieSwkh  t^e  canon.  They  planted  fix  guns  at  the  en- 
andNe-  trance  of  the  high-kreet,  which  foon  cleared  it  of 
all  the  foldiers  that  were  there :  they  afterwards 
fired  upon  the  houfes  which  defended  the  pafs  of  the 
barricade.  As  the  walls  were  very  thin,  the  balls 
eafily  pierced  them  ;  however,  the  rebels  maintained 
themfelves  refolutely  in  the  houfes,  and  continued  to 
fire  from  the  windows.  In  the  mean  time  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  who  had  fpent  the  whole  morning  to 
no  purpofe  in  haranguing  the  Parifians,  to  exhort 
them  to  open  their  gates  to  the  Prince,  came  out  of 
Paris,  and,  fired  with  emulation,  refolved  to  figna- 
lize  himfelfby  fome  fhining  adtion.  Having  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Duke  de  Nemours  the  recovering  of 
the  barricade  which  the  Marquis  de  Navailles  had 
won,  and  by  that  means  to  prevent  the  Prince’s  for¬ 
ces  from  being  furrounded,  he  poked  himfelf  with 
the  Duke,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  foot :  thefe  be¬ 
ing  joined  by  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault,  and 
feveral  perfons  of  Quality,  who  were  kill  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  fight,  they  all  marched  with  intrepidity  be¬ 
tween  the  fires  of  du  Pleffis-Prakin’s  and  Douglafs’s 
regiments,  poked  on  the  two  fides  of  the  paffage  •, 
however,  the  regiment  of  Picardy  v/hich  defended 
the  barricade  repulfed  them  with  fo  much  vigour, 
that  they  could  not  force  it  "f.  The  Duke  de  Ne¬ 
mours  was  wounded  in  feveral  parts  of  the  body, 
the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault  in  the  corner  of  his 
eye,  not  to  mention  feveral  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tincfion  that  were  kill’d  or  wounded.  The  Vif- 
count,  who  at  the  difcharge  of  the  fire-arms  had 
haked  thither,  finding  the  pok  kill  maintained,  and 

*  MSS.  Hilt,  of  Raguenet. 

t  The  Duke  of  York’s  Memoirs,  which  are  here  preferred  to  thofe  of 
Rochefoucault. 


in 


Vifcount  de  TURENNE, 


229 


In  good  condition,  returned  to  the  fight  in  theAn.  1653. 
kigh-ttreet,  where  the  enemy  potted  in  the  houfes 
on  the  left  hand  of  the  barricade  ftill  held  out. 

As  he  had  difcovered  a  place  which  was  not  guard¬ 
ed,  he  caus’d  fome  of  his  troopers  to  alight,  and 
thefe  ftealing  behind,  furrounded  and  forc’d  thefe 
houfes,  where  a  hundred  men,  who  had  fo  long  de¬ 
fended  them,  were  all  put  to  the  Iword  f.  At  the 
fame  time  the  regiments  of  Uxelles  and  Carignan, 
which  had  all  along  fought  through  the  holes  of  a 
wall,  by  continuing  to  enlarge  thofe  holes  at  length 
made  it  tumble,  and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  all  the 
gardens  to  the  left  f . 

The  Prince  of  Conde’s  troops  being  now  dif-  The  Parifi- 
hearten’d  by  fo  many  attacks,  were  feiz’d  with  ter-^fope"es  to 
ror,  abandoned  the  barricades  and  the  traverfes, the  Prince’* 
and  retiring  into  the  place  of  arms  before  St.  An-forces* 
thony’s  gate,  refus’d  to  advance,  and  would  no 
longer  obey.  The  Vifcount  being  now  refolved 
to  make  a  general  attack,  did  not  think  proper  to 
purfue  them  ;  whiltt  he  allow’d  his  troops  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  to  take  breath,  he  caus’d  the  artillery  to  be 
brought  forward  towards  the  place  of  arms,  and  the 
fignal  being  given,  they  began  the  general  attack. 

A  dreadful  (laughter  was  now  going  to  be  made  of 
the  Prince’s  troops,  thus  hemm’d  in  and  crouded  in 
the  place  of  arms,  when  the  Parifians,  who  having 
flood  neuter  hitherto  and  only  as  fpedfators,  feeing 
the  extremity  to  which  the  Prince  was  reduced,  de¬ 
clared  in  his  favour,  and  opened  the  City  gate. 

The  canon  of  the  Battille  firing  at  the  fame  time, 
kept  the  Vifcount  from  purfuing  the  enemy  into 
Paris. 

The  Parifians,  prejudiced  by  the  artifices  of  Car-  ThePrinceft 
dinal  de  Retz,  and  imagining  that  a  peace  was  fie^festhe 
made,  by  which  they  were  excluded,  had  confider- Par.ifians 
cd  the  beginning  of  this  a&ion  as  a  farce  that  washing? 'he 

1"  The  Duke  of  York’s  Memoiri.  *  Ibid. 
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An.  1 65 2.  playing  in  concert  with  Mazarin.  DeRetz,  delighted 
vOT'Wwith  the  thoughts  of  feeing  the  Prince  cut  to  pieces, 
did  not  ftir  from  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  but  was  for 
ever  diffuading  him  from  going  out  and  hazarding 
his  perfon.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Princefs  de 
Montpenfier  did  her  utmoft  to  wake  Gafton  her 
father  out  of  the  lethargy  into  which  de  Retz  had 
thrown  him.  At  laft,  having  extorted  from  him  * 
the  orders  fhe  wanted,  fhe  her  felf carried  them  to  the 
Town-houfe,  went  from  ftreet  to  ftreetto  rouze  the 
people,  excited  them  to  take  up  arms,  and  detached 
part  of  them  to  fkirmifh,  at  the  time  that  the  canon 
of  the  Baftille  was  firing  on  the  King’s  army,  and 
the  Prince’s  troops  were  entring  the  City.  Conde 
crofs’d  Paris,  marched  his  army  beyond  St.  Vic¬ 
tor’s  fuburb,  towards  the  falt-peter  works,  and  in¬ 
trenched  himfelf  between  the  Seine  and  the  little 
river  of  the  Gobelins,  where,  as  Paris  lay  behind  him, 
he  thought  he  could  neither  be  forced  nor  ftarved. 
MsfTacre  in  Two  days  after  this  battle  a  great  tumult  hap- 
'ilau'f  °Wn_  pen’d  in  Paris.  A  council,  at  which  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  feveral  Livery-companies  aflifted,  was 
holding  in  the  Town-houfe.  Propofals  were  there 
made,  to  declare  the  Duke  of  Orleans  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  of  the  Kingdom,  to  fentencq 
Cardinal  Mazarin  to  perpetual  banifhment,  to  ap¬ 
point  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  Governor  of  Paris,  in 
the  room  of  the  Marfhal  de  l’Hopital,  and  to  make 
Brouffel  Prevoft  of  the  Merchants.  The  Duke  of 
Orleans  and  the  Prince  of  Conde,  who  were  there 
in  the  beginning,  coming  out,  to  leave  the  council 
free  to  debate  on  the  articles  propofed,  a  company  of 
armed  men,  feemingly  of  all  conditions,  came  tumul- 
tuoufly  to  the  Greve ,  and  after  crying  aloud,  that  the 
Prince  of  Conde’s  will  fhould  be  obeyed  in  all  things, 
they  attempted  to  force  the  Town-houfe,  fet  fire  to 
the  gates,  and  fhot  at  fuch  as  were  "at  the  windows. 
The  flames  foon  began  to  fpread,  when  moft  of 

thofe 
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thofe  who  were  in  the  Town-houfe  either  rufhed An.  1652. 
down  by  the  ftair  cafe,  or  threw  themfelves  out  of 
the  lower  windows  •,  and  now  the  mutineers  con¬ 
founding  the  Frondeurs  with  the  Royalifts,  butch¬ 
ered  all  without  diftindtion.  This  dreadful  tumult, 
which  lafted  till  very  near  midnight,  could  not  be 
fupprefs’d,  till  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  who  was  the 
idol  of  the  people,  came  up.  The  caufe  of  this 
difafter  has  never  been  exactly  known.  There  is 
fome  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Prince  of  Conde 
had  pofted  certain  foldiers  in  dilguife,  to  intimidate 
the  affembly,  and  prevent  its  coming  to  any  refo- 
lutions  contrary  to  his  intereft  :  but  they  very  pro¬ 
bably  exceeded  his  orders  i  neverthelefs,  the  bare  fuf- 
picion  of  this  infpired  the  Parifians  with  a  violent 
hatred  againft:  the  Prince  •,  and  this  affembly,  which 
the  Fronde  believed  would  prove  its  fecurity,  was 
one  of  the  chief  caufes  of  its  ruin.  The  affembly 
met  again  on  the  fucceeding  days,  and  moft  of  the 
articles  concluded  upon  were  according  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde’s  directions. 

The  Spaniards  taking  advantage  of  the  troubles  The  Spam- 
which  diftreffed  the  Capital  of  the  Kingdom,  reco-ards  marchof 
vered  in  a  little  time,  on  the  frontier  which  was  now  200C0  men, 
unguarded,  feveral  ftrong  holds  they  had  loft  the  |£gUp““cre  0f 
preceding  years.  In  this  fituation  of  things  the  Conde. 
Prince  of  Conde  reprefented  to  the  Archduke,  that 
he  was  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  field  *,  and  that  if 
ftronger  fuccours  were  not  lent  him,  it  would  not 
be  poflible  for  him  long  to  make  head  againft  the 
King’s  army.  The  Archduke  fearing  the  Prince 
would  abandon  the  party,  and  being  now  under  no 
apprehenfions  of  any  thing  on  the  fide  of  Flanders, 
ordered  Fuenfaldagne  to  march  his  army  into  France, 
and  join  the  forces  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who, 
purfuant  to  his  cuftom,  had  again  broke  his  treaty 
with  the  Court,  and  entred  into  new  engagements 
v/ith  the  Archduke.  Thefe  two  bodies  united, 

making 
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An.  1652.  making  upwards  of  20000  fighting  men,  were  to 
march  with  the  Prince  of  Conde,  to  cut  in  pieces 
the  King’s  army,  which  was  no  more  than  8000 
men. 

The  Court  The  Court  which  had  refided  at  St.  Denis,  being 
refoives  to  alarmed  at  this  news,  refolved  to  remove  farther  from 
on^and Shekel r is,  and  to  feek  an  Afylum  in  fome  of  the  pro- 
vitcount  vinces.  Roan  and  Dijon  having  refufed  to  receive 
defiga,sthls  it,  except  the  Cardinal  were  difmiffed  at  the  fame 
time,  the  Queen  turned  her  views  to  Lyons,  and 
refolved  to  convey  the  King  thither,  under  a 
guard  of  2000  men  *.  Turenne  was  told  this  at 
St.  Denis  by  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and 
forefeeing  the  fatal  confequences  of  it,  he  went  and 
reprefented  to  the  Cardinal,  44  That  the  Court’s  re- 
4  4  treat  to  fuch  a  diftance  would  infall  ibly  occafion  the 
44  iofs  of  all  the  ftrong  holds  on  the  frontiers  of  Pi- 
44  cardy,  Champagne  and  Lorrain  ;  that  when  thefe 
44  Provinces fhould  be  abandon’d,  all  the  inhabitants 
4  4  of  them  would  join  either  with  the  Spaniards  or  the 
44  Princes  •,  that  other  provinces  would  be  excited  by 
44  their  example  to  take  up  arms,  which  would  per- 
64  haps  reduce  the  Court  to  the  neceffity  of  leaving 
44  the  Kingdom  :  that  it  was  more  decent,  and  even 
44  fafer,  to  remove  the  King  to  Pontoife,  attended 
44  by  his  ufual  guard  that  this  poll:,  which  might 
44  be  eafily  defended,  would  fecure  him  from  any 
44  attempts  of  the  Parifians,  who  befides  were  very 
44  much  alienated  from  the  Princes,  ever  fince  the 
44  maffacre  in  the  Town-houfe  •,  that  he  himfelf 
44  would  march  the  army  to  Compiegne,  toobferve 
44  the  motions  of  Fuenfaldagne  ;  that  then  the  Spa- 
44  nifh  General  would  be  afraid  of  marching  to 
44  Paris,  fince  he  thereby  would  leave  Flanders 
44  undefended,  and  the  King’s  army  would  lie  be- 
44  tween  his  and  that  country  •,  that  the  Spaniards 
would  certainly  imagine  there  was  fomething 
*  See  the  Vifcouiit’s  Memoirs, 


44  myfterious 


Vifcount  de  TUREN NE.  23 £ 

“  myfterious  in  the  march  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces  An.  1652: 
“  to  Compiegne,  and  beperfuaded,  that  the  Court 
“  would  not  have  dar’d  to  venture  it,  had  they  not 
“  been  firmly  perfuaded,  fome  reconciliation  would 
“  be  made  with  the  Prince  of  Conde.” 

The  Cardinal  was  fenfible  of  theftrength  and  fo-TheVtf- 
lidity  of  the  Vifcount’s  reafons  ;  accordingly,  thecount<3lVe3 
journey  to  Lyons  was  laid  afide,  the  Court  remov’d  to  Jut 
Pontoife,  and  the  army  arrived  in  three  days  at  Com-  Fra”“' 
piegne.  Fuenfaldagne  wasadvanced  as  far  as  Chauni, 17  J  y’ 
where  the  Duke  d’Elbeuf  very  imprudently  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  fhut  up  with  feven  or  eight  hundred 
hoi  fe  he  had  raifed  in  his  government  of  Picardy  : 
the  enemy  had  cut  off  all  the  pafles  ;  the  town  was 
in  a  weak  condition  •,  he  was  forced  to  furrender, 
after  fuftaining  only  a  two  day’s  fiege  ;  and  by  the 
capitulation,  the  troopers  were  obliged  to  leave  their 
horfes  with  the  Spaniards.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
had  wifely  forefeen,  that  his  march  to  Compiegne 
would  flop  the  Enemy.  After  the  taking  of  Chauni, 
which  they  abandoned,  they  did  not  attempt  the 
fiege  of  any  other  place,  but  contented  themfelves 
with  laying  wafte  the  country,  fearing  to  advance  far¬ 
ther  up  into  it,  and  for  ever  lufpedting  fome  fecret  re¬ 
conciliation  between  the  rebels  and  the  Court  •,  they 
returned  into  Flanders,  leaving  on  the  frontiers  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain  with  his  forces,  and  a  detachment 
of  their  army  commanded  by  Duke  Ulrick  of  Wir- 
temberg,  to  fuccour  the  Princes  whenever  they  fhould 
afk  affiftance. 

The  Spaniards  were  no  fooner  returned  to  Flan- Death  of  th* 
ders,  but  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  in  the  beginning  £ukf,!l 
of  May  marched  back  his  army  to  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Paris,  within  a  league  of  Goneffe,  and  it  con¬ 
tinued  there  to  the  end  of  the  month.  During  this 
fpace  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  Pontoife,  upon  a  very 
melancholy  occafion,  for  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  had 
fallen  fick  of  a  fever  there,  which  carried  him  off  in  a 

few 
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An.  1652.  few  days.  He  was  beginning  to  be  ccnfidered  as  a  fu- 
(,/TV  perior  genius,  and  more  capable  of  prefiding  in  the 
adminiftration  than  even  Mazarin  himfelf-,  and  the 
Queen  was  going  to  entruft  him  with  the  general  fu- 
perintendance  of  the  Finances.  “  His  death,  fays 
“  the  Duke  of  Rochefoucault,  ought  to  give  men  a 
“  diftafte  for  thofe  plans  they  form  for  their  own  ex- 
“  altation.  The  Duke  of  Bouillon’s  ambition  was 
“  fupported  by  all  the  great  qualities  that  were  ca- 
“  pable  of  making  it  fuccefsful.  He  was  brave,  and 
“  perfedtly  well  {killed  in  the  fcience  of  war  •, 
“  mafter  of  an  eafy,  natural  and  infinuating  elo- 
“  quence  ;  a  man  of  found  fenfe,  and  a  wonderful  pe- 
“  netration  •,  of  a  head  clear  and  unclouded,  fruitful 
“  in  expedients,  and  able  to  carry  on  the  molt  dif- 
46  ficult  affairs  :  he  liftened  to  all  counfels  that  were 
“  given  him  calmly,  attentively,  and  with  a  certain 
44  delicacy,  which  fet  off  the  reafons  of  others,  and 
44  made  his  refolutions  feem  to  be  the  effedt  of  their 
44  arguments.  His  ftubborn  fortune  continually  op- 
44  pofed  the  meafures  of  his  prudence,  and  he  died 
44  juft  as  his  prudence  had  got  the  better  of  his  un- 
44  juft  fortune  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was 
lefs  afflidled  for  the  lofs  of  a  Chief  of  his  Family, 
whole  merit  was  fo  confpicuous,  than  for  that  of  a 
brother,  for  whom  he  had  the  moft  tender  affedtion  ; 
but  his  grief,  how  great  foever,  did  not  fufpend 
the  application  he  thought  due  to  the  urgent  neceffi- 
ties  of  the  State. 

The  pariia-  Whilft  the  Court  was  at  Pontoife,  the  Chambers 
-nttwrcdof  Parliament,  animated  by  the  Prince  of  Con- 
parts.  de’s  fadtion,  met,  and  gave  an  arret,  declaring, 
that  as  the  King,  prejudiced  by  the  pernicious  coun¬ 
fels  of  the  Cardinal,  could  not  be  looked  upon  as 
free,  the  Duke  of  Orleance,  to  prelerve  the  State 
from  the  impending  ruin  with  which  it  was  threat- 

*  MSS.  Mem.  de  la  Rochefoucault,  cited  by  Abbe  Raguenet,  as  having 
been  feen  by  Cardinal  de  Bouillon. 
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ned  by  the  ambition  of  Cardinal  Mazarin,  fhould  An.  1652. 
be  defired  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  title  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Lieutenant  General  throughout  the  whole 
Kingdom,  fo  long  as  the  Minifter  fhould  continue 
in  France.  Gaflon  having  accepted  of  the  title 
which  was  offered  him,  advice  was  fent  of  it  to  all 
the  Governours  of  Provinces,  and  this  Prince  chofe 
himfelf  a  Council :  the  Dukes  of  Nemours  and 
Beaufort  being  members  of  it,  quarrelled  about  prece¬ 
dency,  fought,  and  the  former  was  kill’d.  The 
King,  exafperated  again!!  the  Parliament,  publifhed 
a  declaration,  by  which  he  removed  this  tribu¬ 
nal  from  Paris  to  Pontoife :  all  the  Prefidents  a 
Mortier ,  Nemond  and  Maifons  excepted,  obeyed, 
with  fourteen  or  fifteen  Counlellors,  and  came  to 
the  place  appointed  by  the  King.  At  the  opening 
of  the  fellions,  the  declaration  which  removed  the 
Parliament  was  ratified,  and  all  who  had  continued 
in  Paris  were  fufpended  from  the  exercife  of  their 
functions. 

The  Members  of  Parliament  fitting  at  Pontoife  Card«wi 
had  little  more  affefcion  for  Mazarin  than  the  reft  klvmhe 
of  their  brethren :  they  were  no  fooner  met,  but  kingd°™  a 
they  reprefented  to  the  Minifter,  that  ’twas  in  his  to 
power  to  reftore  the  publick  tranquillity  •,  that  as  his. Bouillon, 
prefence  was  the  pretence  for  the  Factions,  thefe 
would  immediately  ceafe  upon  his  leaving  the  King¬ 
dom  :  that  in  cafe  they  fhould  fubfift  after  his  de¬ 
parture,  all  honeft  men  would  then  be  convinced 
thatthe  malecontents  harboured  ill  defigns,  and  would 
unanimoufly  endeavour  to  get  him  recall’d  with  ho¬ 
nour.  The  Cardinal  {truck  with  thefe  remonftran- 
ces,  confulted  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  who  think¬ 
ing  them  judicious,  advifed  him  to  retire  for  a  time  ; 
but  not  to  give  out  that  he  would  never  come  back, 
in  order  to  prevent  his  enemies  from  exclaiming 
againft  him,  upon  his  return,  as  guilty  of  breach 
of  promife.  At  laft  the  Cardinal  refolved  to  facri- 
4  fice 
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!4n.  1652.  fice  himfelf  for  fome  months,  and  very  artfully  en- 
gaged  the  Queen  to  caufe  a  decree  to  be  paid  by 
the  Parliament  at  Pontoife,  for  making  moil  humble 
remonftrances  to  the  King,  and  fupplicating  his 
Majefty  to  reftore  peace  to  his  people,  by  remov¬ 
ing  the  Prime  Minifter.  The  King  made  anfwer, 
that  notwithftanding  Cardinal  Mazarin  had  ferved 
him  very  well,  and  was  only  a  pretext  for  the  male- 
contents  to  difturb  the  Government,  he  yet  would 
confent  to  deprive  himfelf  of  a  good  Minifter,  in 
order  to  pacify  his  Kingdom,  and  bring  back  the 
rebels  to  their  allegiance.  Immediately  after,  the 
Cardinal  having  confided  the  adminiftration  to  le 
Tellier  and  Servien  his  faithful  friends,  given  his 
Majefty  a  paper  of  inftrudlion  for  his  condudt  on 
all  occafions,  and  relying  entirely  on  the  Queen, 
who  had  been  ever  fteady  to  him,  he  fet  out  with  a 
so  Auguft.  large  retinue,  went  and  lay  at  Meaux,  and  retired 
to  Bouillon. 

The  Duke  The  Prince  of  Conde  was  ftill  encamped  under 
returns  tlT  ^  wahs  of  Paris.  He  had  not  forces  enough  to 
France  a  fe-  venture  a  battle,  and  was  afraid,  in  cafe  he  removed 
eond  ume.  from  city)  that  the  King’s  party,  which  en- 
creafed  daily  ever  fince  the  Cardinal’s  abfence,  would 
get  the  afeendant.  In  the  mean  time  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain  was  marching  towards  Paris  at  the  head 
of  his  10000  men,  with  the  reinforcement  of  6000 
Spaniards  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg.  The  Vifcount  having  advice,  that  he  took 
the  rout  of  Champagne,  to  join  the  army  of  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  marched  towards  the  Marne,  crofted  the 
river  at  Lagni,  and  advanced  to  the  little  village  of 
St  Germain  near  Crefli  in  Brie :  there  he  received 
orders  from  Court,  not  to  a<5b  againft  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  in  any  manner,  unlefs  that  Prince  fhould 
remove  from  the  place  where  he  was  encamped, 
and  march  towards  Paris,  The  Duke  had  renewed 
his  negotiations  with  the  Court,  by  which  means 
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he  hoped  to  meet  with  an  opportunity  of  advancing  An.  1752.' 
nearer  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  without  being  obliged 
to  fight.  Turenne  being  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  his  character,  after  telling  the  Duke  of  York, 
that  he  would  rather  expofe  himfelf  to  lofe  his  head, 
by  difobeying  orders,  than  betray  the  intereft  of  his 
Majefty,  in  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  over-reached  by 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  broke  up  his  camp  the  next 
morning,  and  marched  to  Brie-Comte- Robert,  to 
have  the  better  opportunity  of  intercepting  him 
in  his  march.  His  Quarter-mafters  found  thofe  of 
the  Duke  there,  who  intended  to  encamp  in  that 
place  the  fame  night  •,  upon  which,  the  Vifcount 
having  confulted  with  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  chang¬ 
ed  his  refolution,  and  marched  diredly  to  Ville- 
neuve  St.  George.  He  himfelf  went  before  with 
all  his  cavalry  •,  the  infantry  followed  him  with  the 
canon,  and  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  headed  the  rear¬ 
guard.  Turenne  was  juftly  apprehenfive,  that  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain  would  alfo  change  his  defign,  and 
that  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  that  poll,  he  would 
poffefs  himfelf  of  it  before  him,  and  he  was  not  mif- 
taken  in  his  conjectures.  Tho’  he  marched  with 
the  utmoft  diligence,  yet  the  Lorrain  van- guard 
arriv’d  before  him  at  Ville-neuve  St.  George,  whence 
the  Duke  fent  advice  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  that  he 
had  poffefs’d  himfelf  of  it.  But  tho’  the  Duke  was 
mafter  of  this  place,  and  part  of  his  troops  had 
crofs’d  the  river  Yeres,  yet  the  Vifcount  arriving 
with  his  van-guard  at  the  hill  which  commands  the 
town,  drove  the  Lorrainers  from  it,  and  feifed  upon 
the  bridge.  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  came  up  towards 
the  evening  with  the  reft  of  the  army  ;  and  the 
.  enemy  having  miffed  the  poll,  marched  a  league 
higher  up,  along  the  Seine,  oppofite  to  the  caftle 
of  Ablon,  where  the  Prince  joined  them  a  few 
days  after. 

I 

The 
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An.  1652.  The  enemy  being  greatly  fuperior  in  numbers, 
were  perfuaded  they  fhould  now  be  able  to  ftarve 
ofeondTandthe  Royal  army,  by  blocking  it  up  between  the 
the  Duke  of  nyers  of  Seine  and  Yeres.  The  Yifcount  had  bread 
deavour  to”  for  but  five  days  •,  he  was  in  want  of  forrage,  and 
block  up  the  he  could  not  procure  any  in  the  neighbourhood, 
his  camp,  becaufe  the  whole  country  was  laid  wafte.  He  had 
had  the  precaution  to  flop  at  Villeneuve  St.  Georges 
the  day  he  arrived  there  twenty  five  boats,  which 
were  going  down  the  river ;  thefe  boats  faved  the 
army  ;  they  were  immediately  ufed  for  the  making 
two  bridges  crofs  the  Seine  ■,  in  which  work  beams 
taken  from  the  houfes  of  the  town  were  alfo  em¬ 
ployed  ;  fuch  Officers  as  had  money  gave  it  for  the 
workmen ;  and  in  fpite  of  the  difficulties,  which  at 
firft  appeared  infurmountable,  the  bridges  were  foon 
finiffied  j  and  works  were  thrown  up  with  equal  dis¬ 
patch  ,  to  fecure  the  entrances  of  them  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Seine  *.  This  communication  furniffied  the 
foldiers  with  bread,  and  the  horfes  with  forrage,  the 
latter  having  hitherto  had  no  other  provender  but 
vine-leaves.  The  Marffials  de  Turenne  and  de  la 
Ferte  refolved  at  the  fame  time  to  fortify  themfelves 
in  their  poft,  and  joined,  by  lines,  the  fix  redoubts 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  had  raifed  near  Limei  three 
months  before,  and  which  were  {fill  entire.  The 
Royal  army  polled  between  Limei  and  the  river 
Yeres,  which  ferved  as  a  fofs  to  the  camp,  extended  on 
one  fide  to  the  Seine,  and  on  the  other  was  covered  by 
a  wood.  The  enemy,  feeing  the  eight  thoufand  men 
who  compofed  it  thus  entrenched,  were  afraid  of 
making  any  attempt,  though  with  twenty  thoufand, 
and  perfifted  in  the  refolution  of  ftarving  it,  by  block¬ 
ing  it  up  on  all  fides.  To  confine  it  within  flill 
narrower  bounds,  they  broke  up  their  camp,  having 
firft  put  a  garrifon  in  Ablon  ;  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
marched  his  troops  higher  up  the  river  Yeres,  pafled 

*  The  Duke  of  York’s  Memoirs* 
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it,  and  came  and  pofted  himfelf  between  Brie- An.  1652. 
Comte-Robert  and  the  camp  of  the  two  Generals,  v.^'Y'O 
whilft  the  Prince  of  Conde  advanced  towards  Limei. 

The  Duke  and  the  Prince  being  both  entrenched 
within  canon  fhot  of  the  Royal  army,  inverting,  and 
as  it  were  befieging  it  in  the  angle  made  by  the  two 
i  rivers,  fent  advice  to  Paris,  that  they  had  at  laft  re- 
,  duced  the  Royalifts  to  the  neceffity  of  fighting,  or  dy- 
,  ing  with  hunger.  As  it  was  now  believed  that  the 
Vifcount  muft  inevitably  be  defeated,  his  condudtwas 
.  openly  and  univerfally  cenfured  ;  and  fome  did  not 
even  fcruple  to  charge  him  with  holding  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  enemy  *.  The  Court  had  never 
been  in  fo  great  a  perplexity  :  Cardinal  Mazarin 
had  left  France  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  was  juft 
dead  *,  the  Parliament  had  declared  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
,  the  Prince  of  Conde  Generaliffimo  of  the  Crown 
=  armies :  The  Minifters,  trembling  with  fear,  made 
this  Prince  extravagant  offers,  who,  confidering 
!  himfelf  now  as  matter,  rejedted  with  difdain  all 
propofals  of  accommodation,  how  advantageous 
foever  •,  but  Turenne’s  great  capacity  enabled  him 
to  fruftrate  the  mighty  hopes  with  which  Conde  had 
flattered  himfelf. 

The  firft  thing  the  Prince,  after  entrenching  him-  Vifcount  de 
,  felf,  took  care  of,  was  to  make  abridge  of  boats, fyXatestbe 
in  order  to  cut  off  Turenne’s  communication  withh°pesofthe 
Corbeil  •,  while  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  to  interrupt  3 
that  with  Brie,  was  fending  out  parties  continually.  w«ks. 
The  Vifcount,  by  taking  the  cattle  of  Ablon  be¬ 
fore  the  bridge  was  built,  defeated  all  Conde’s  mea- 
fures,  and  fecured,  by  means  of  the  Seine,  the  com¬ 
munication  between  his  camp  and  Corbeil,  whither 
Vaubecourt  f  brought  two  thoufand  men,  and 

*  MSS.  Mem.  of  Raguenet. 

"f  'this  body  of  two  thoufand  men  came  from  the  fiege  of  Montrond,  wliich 
had  furrendred. 

where 
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.An.  1652.  where  an  hundred  troopers  were  already  polled. 
Detachments  from  thefe  troops  were  every  day  fent 
out,  as  well  as  from  thofeof  the  camp,  which  cours’d 
along  the  banks  of  the  Seine  j  and  the  foragers  were 
always  guarded  by  large  efcorts  of  foot  and  horfe. 
The  foragers  ufed  to  fet  out  in  the  night,  crofs  the 
river  Effone,  go  and  forage  undiflurbed  on  the  other 
fide  of  Corbeil,  come  back  to  that  place  and  flop 
there,  or  elfe  return  to  the  camp,  by  this  or  that 
fide  of  the  river,  according  as  there  was  more  or 
lefs  danger,  of  which  they  had  advice  by  the  detach¬ 
ments  which  were  for  ever  upon  the  fcout.  This 
lafled  for  five  weeks  together,  during  which  not  a 
fingle  fkirmifh  was  fought  between  the  two  armies, 
nor  one  convoy  carried  off;  and  to  thefe  convoys 
was  owing  the  prefervation  of  the  Royal  army  which 
the  Prince  of  Conde  had  vainly  flattered  himfelf 
with  the  hopes  of  deflroying  by  famine. 

The  Patifi-  The  Pariflans  bore  for  fome  time,  patiently 

ciinJdtofa-  enough,  the  troublefome  neighbourhood  of  the  two 

vourth:  armies,  upon  the  promife  the  Prince  of  Conde 
made,  to  deliver  them  foon  from  it :  but  finding  the 
hopes  he  fed  them  with,  were  merely  illuflve, 
they  made  ferious  refledtions  on  their  own  infatu¬ 
ation,  in  fuffering  themfelves  to  be  prey’d  upon  by 
foreigners,  merely  to  fatisfy  the  ambition  of  thofe 
to  whom  they  had  abandoned  themfelves.  Cardi¬ 
nal  de  Retz,  whofe  foie  aim  was  to.  get  Mazarin’s 
place,  and  ruin  the  Prince  of  Conde,  fet  every 
engine  at  work  to  increafe  the  mifunderflanding. 
The  friends  of  the  Parliament  being  very  much  di¬ 
vided  among  themfelves,  difagreed  flill  more 
with  the  Princes  ;  the  Princes  themfelves  were 
difunited,  and  no  longer  relied  on  the  Parliament: 
the  people,  ever  flnce  the  maflacre  in  the  Town- 
houfe,  difcovered,  by  their  frequent  tumults,  the  de- 
teflation  in  which  they  held  the  Frondeurs ,  whether 
of  the  fword  or  the  gown.  In  this  fltuation  of  things. 
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the  loyal  part  of  the  Parifians  foon  made  their  fellow  An.  1652.' 
citizens  fenfible  of  the  abyfs  of  calamities  into  which 
Conde’s  ambition,  and  the  private  views  of  the 
malecontents  were  going  to  plunge  them  *,  and  by 
this  means  infpired  them  with  fentiments  more  con¬ 
formable  to  their  duty  *. 

The  Queen  being  almoft  certain  that  the  Pari- The  Vif- 
fians  were  now  inclined  to  favour  the  Court,  ima- camps  to  go 
gintd,  that  by  recalling  the  army  near  the  King’s  kIn  th# 
perfon,  fhe  flrould  forward  the  conclufion  of  the  °ur’ 
reconciliation  which  was  then  negotiating,  and 
therefore  fent  orders  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  and 
Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  to  endeavour  to  get  free,  and 
come  and  join  the  Court.  The  roads  being  now 
much  fpoilt  by  the  rains  began  to  put  a  flop  to 
their  foraging,  fo  that  the  Generals,  who  already 
were  determined  to  remove,  foon  threw  feveral 
bridges  over  the  river  Yeres  towards  the  Seine  :  at 
the  fame  time  they  fent  orders  to  Vaubecourt,  who 
was  in  Corbeil,  to  raife  fome  redoubts  on  an  emi¬ 
nence  before  the  city  for  the  reception  of  the  army  ; 
and  fet  out  in  the  night  between  the  fourth  and  fifth 
of  October.  They  filed  off  in  good  order  along  5  ottober; : 
the  banks  of  the  Seine  with  the  utmoft  filence, 
having  the  inftant  the  army  had  got  over  the  Yeres 
caufed  the  bridges  to  be  broke  down.  The  Duke 
of  Lorrain  was  ignorant  of  the  retreat  of  the  two 
Generals  till  the  next  day.  Had  the  Prince  of  Con- 
de,  whofe  health  had  obliged  him  to  remove  to  Paris, 
been  at  that  time  in  the  army,  their  march  perhaps 
would  not  have  been  a  fecret  to  him  •,  but  then  it 
would  have  been  fcarce  poflible  for  him  to  oppofe 
it.  After  marching  a  league  the  army  was  covered 
all  the  way  on  one  fide  by  the  river  Seine,  and  on  the 
other  by  the  foreft  of  Senard,  fo  that  the  enemy  could 
not  charge  it  in  the  flank.  All  the  troops  arrived  at 

*  The  Duke  of  York’s  Memoirs, 
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An.  1652.  Corbeil  before  day  •,  and  though  they  were  to  reft 
themfelves  there  but  one  night,  they  threw  up  in- 
trenchments  fortified  with  palifades,  to  prevent 
their  being  furprized.  Turenne  and  la  Ferte  in¬ 
tending  to  crofs  the  Marne  at  Meaux,  in  order  to 
join  the  Court  at  Mantes,  went  by  Chaumes  •,  and 
fearing  an  attack  they  marched  the  troops  in  two 
columns,  in  fuch  an  order,  that  if  the  enemy  had 
appeared  the  army  would  have  been  in  a  pofture 
to  receive  them,  by  only  facing  to  the  left.  The 
rebels  not  daring  to  make  any  attempt  that  day,  the 
army  advanced  the  day  following,  with  lefs  apprehen- 
fion,  byPrele,  Tournan  and  Quinci,  as  far  as  the 
Marne,  which  it  crofied  near  Meaux  •,  whence  it 
marched  by  Mount  l’Eveque,  and  encamped  at 
Courtevil  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Senlis. 

The  vif-  So  furprizing  a  retreat,  made  in  prefence  of  the 
baT  the"gS  enemy  much  fuperior  in  numbers,  compleated  the 
King  to  Pa- ruin  of  the  Prince’s  credit  with  the  Parifians.  The 
ris>  feafon  advanced,  and  the  country  being  now  quite 
laid  wafte,  could  not  furnifh  any  more  provifions. 
Thefe  confiderations  obliged  Conde  to  retire,  with 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
Laon,  where  Fuenfaldagne’s  forces  wrere  encamped. 
The  army  of  the  Princes  paffed  in  its  march  near 
that  of  the  King,  the  fourteenth  of  Oftober  i  and 
the  moment  it  was  gone,  the  Vifcount,  leaving 
the  command  to  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  went  and 
waited  upon  the  Court  at  Mantes,  to  perfuade  it 
to  return  to  Paris.  He  reprefented  to  the  Minifters, 
that  they  ought  to  take  advantage  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde’s  abfence,  and  not  give  the  Parifians  time  to 
come  off  from  the  hatred  they  bore  to  the  Fron- 
deurs  that  as  the  Officers  daily  left  the  army  for 
want  of  money,  the  King  would  foon  be  left  without 
troops ;  that  the  Court  would  not  be  in  a  condition, 
the  next  campaign,  to  make  head  againft  the  ene¬ 
my,  whofe  forces  would  then  be  augmented  that 
1  the 
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the  Parifians  would  be  lels  inclined  to  receive  the  An.  1652 
King,  and  that  other  cities  would  follow  the  ex- 
ample  of  the  capital.  The  Court  yielded  to  his 
reafons,  left  Mantes,  and  went  and  lay  at  St.  Ger¬ 
mains  :  it  continued  here  three  or  four  days,  after 
which  having  given  audience  to  fome  Deputies 
who  came  from  Paris  to  fupplicate  his  Majefty  to 
return  thither,  it  proceeded  by  St.  Cloud-bridge. 

As  it  was  advancing  near  the  Bois  de  Boulogne, 
fome  perfons,  whether  with  a  good  or  ill  defign, 
is  not  known,  gave  an  alarm,  declaring  that  it  was 
rafhly  hazarding  the  King’s  perfon  to  carry  him 
to  Paris,  fince  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  the  Prin- 
cefs  his  daughter  were  caballing  there  in  order  to 
raife  a  new  rebellion.  The  King’s  coach  ftopt,  and 
the  Queen  having  ordered  the  Ladies  who  were 
with  her  to  alight,  held  a  council  in  the  open  field 
with  Prince  Thomas,  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne, 
and  the  Marfhals  de  Villeroi  and  du  Pleffis.  All 
but  Turenne  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  beft 
for  the  Court  to  go  back  *,  but  he  ftill  perfifting  in 
his  firft  opinion,  and  fupporting  it  by  new  reafons, 
remonftrated,  that  the  King’s  return  to  St.  Germains 
would  equally  prejudice  his  filtered:  and  his  honour 
that  this  laft  ftep  would  betray  a  want  of  refolution, 
which  would  bring  the  Court  into  contempt,  damp 
the  courage  of  all  loyal  fubjedts,  and  raife  the  hopes 
of  the  rebels  •,  and  finally,  that  he  confidered  ei¬ 
ther  as  fecret  enemies,  or  as  weak  minds,  thofe  who 
had  come  and  alarmed  the  Court  fo  unfeafonably. 

The  Queen  who  was  naturally  couragious  follow¬ 
ed  without  once  hefitating  the  advice  of  Turenne  ; 
and  accordingly  the  King  at  the  head  of  his  Guards 
entered  the  city  through  St.  Honore5s-Gate,  was 
received  every  where  with  acclamations, and  followed 
to  the  Louvre  by  a  crowd  of  people,  who  were  for 
ever  crying.  Long  live  the  King.  The  day 
after  the  Court  was  arrived,  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
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An.  1652.  withdrew  firft  to  Limours,  and  afterwards  toBlois, 
and  the  Princefs,  his  daughter,  went  to  St.  Fargeau. 
The  Chambers  of  the  Parliament  met  at  the  Louvre, 
according  to  the  order  fent  them  for  that  purpofe  ; 
there  four  declarations  were  ratified  •,  for  the  reunion 
of  the  Parliament  of  Pontoife  with  that  of  Paris  i 
for  a  general  pardon  in  favour  of  thofe  who  fhould 
return  to  their  allegiance  in  a  fortnight  *,  for  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  Parliament  to  concern  itfelf  with  affairs 
of  State  ;  and  for  obliging  twelve  either  Prefidents 
or  Counfell ors  to  depart:  moreover  the  Dukes  of 
Beaufort,  Rohan,  and  Rochefoucault,  and  all  the 
domeitics  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  Duchefs 
of  Longueville,  were  forbid  to  appear  in  Paris. 
This  great  city  was  foon  reftored  to  order,  and 
the  calm  which  lucceeded  obliterated  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  all  the  feuds  and  divifions  the  Fronde 
had  occafioned. 

The  Prince  The  Prince  of  Conde  was  the  only  one  who  re¬ 
tires  t"  the  fufed  to  accept  of  the  pardon  :  he  chofe  to  go  over 
frontiers, and Co  the  Soariaards  and  lofe  all  his  eftates  and  em- 

takes  feveral  ,  t-,  1  1  1  •  •  1  tt-  • 

towns.  ployments  m  r  ranee,  rather  than  live  in  that  King¬ 
dom  with  Cardinal  Mazarin,  who  was  recalled 
foon  after.  The  Prince  retired  to  the  frontiers  of 
Champagne  with  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  the  Duke 
of  Wirtemberg  and  the  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne. 
He  took  in  a  fhoit  time  Chateau-Porcien,  Rhe- 
tel,  Moufon  and  Sainte  Menehoult ;  he  difbanded 
the  Duke  of  Orleans’s  troops  that  were  in  his  army, 
and  permitted  them  to  return  into  France,  on  con¬ 
dition  that  they  fhould  not  ferve  the  King  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  campaign.  The  enemy  after  this 
feized  upon  Bar-le-Duc,  from  whence  Fuenfaldagne 
retired  into  Flanders  with  the  greateft  part  of  his 
troops,  not  doubting  but  the  Prince  of  Conde  and 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  would  be  ftrong  enough  to 
make  themfelves  matters  of  the  whole  country  of 
Bar  :  and  indeed  they  foon  took  Ligni,  Void,  and 
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Commerci  •,  refolved  to  fix  their  winter  quarters  in  An.  1652. 
the  country,  after  which  they  flattered  themfelves 
with  the  thoughts  of  returning  into  France  in  the 
fpring  *. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  would  not  leave  theTheVif- 
Court,  tiil  fuch  time  as  the  King’s  authority  was  fully 
re-eftablifhed  in  Paris :  the  moment  he  found  all  things3^  forces 
were  reftored  to  their  former  tranquillity,  he  again  th™K?ng- Ve 
opened  the  campaign  in  a  feafon  when  ’tis  general-  dum- 
ly  ended.  He  let  out  the  thirtieth  of  Oftober  after  oaober  30. 
telling  his  Majefty,  that  he  hoped  he  fhould  be  able 
to  hinder  the  enemy  from  taking  winter-quarters  in 
the  Kingdom,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
army,  which  had  been  reinforced  with  two  thou- 
fand  men  •,  in  the  mean  time  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  went 
to  his  Government  of  Nanci.  Turenne  advanced 
towards  Lorrain,  and  without  fetting  down  before 
the  fmall  towns  the  Prince  had  taken,  and  which 
he  had  garrifoned  with  part  of  his  troops,  marched 
diredtly  to  the  enemy  •,  he  arrived  at  V aucouleurs, 
there  crofs’d  the  Meufe,  behind  which  they  were 
polled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Toul,  obliged 
them  to  decamp,  and  ftill  purfued  them.  The 
Prince,  who  had  very  few  infantry  left,  firft  retired 
from  the  Caftle  of  Void  to  Commerci,  thence  to 
St.  Mihel  •,  whence  he  let  out  fuddenly,  with  an 
intention  to  reach  Damvilliers  in  Luxemburg. 

The  Vifcount  did  not  think  proper  to  go  farther 
than  St.  Mihel :  he  was  fatisfied  with  his  having 
forced  Conde  to  leave  the  Kingdom,  and  now 
thought  only  of  giving  his  army  lome  refrefhment, 
the  foldiers  being  prodigioufly  fatigued  by  the  great 
number  of  painful  marches.  As  the  enemy  had  ex- 
haufted  the  Country  of  provifions,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Mihel  refufed  to  fupply  him,  he  was  obliged,  in 
order  to  keep  his  army  from  perifhing  with  hunger, 
to  let  his  infantry  enter  by  force  into  their  city,  and  to 


diftribute 


246 

An.  1652 


The  Vif¬ 
count  be- 
iieges  Bar- 
Je-Duc,  and 
Cardinal 
Mazarin  ar- 
lives  in  the 
Camp. 


The  H 1  s  t  o  ry  of  the  Book  III. 

diftribute  the  cavalry  up  and  down  in  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  villages.  The  troops  were  in  great  want  of  this 
refrefhment,  but  they  could  not  enjoy  it  long. 
Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  to  whom  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Mihel  complained,  was  very  much  offended  at 
the  Vifcount  for  his  having  quartered  his  troops 
by  violence,  in  a  city  of  his  government.  Tranfported 
with  anger,  he  came  from  Nancito  St.  Mihel,  and 
ipoke  in  very  harfh  terms  to  the  Vifcount,  who  en¬ 
deavoured  to  pacify  him,  by  remonftrating  to  him, 
that  what  he  had  done  had  been  the  effeft  of  ne- 
ceflity,  and  merely  for  the  fake  of  preferving  the 
.Royal  army :  Notwithftanding  thefe  reafons,  he 
was  obliged  to  remove  the  next  day,  and  la  Ferte 
who  wasftill  exafperated,  followed  Turenne’s  troops 
at  the  head  of  his  guards,  and  charged  thofe  who 
lagged  behind.  The  effedfs  of  this  refentment 
were  afterwards  yet  more  prejudicial  to  the  King’s 
intereft  *. 

Whilft  the  Marfhal  went  and  befieged  Ligni, 
the  Vifcount  inverted  Bar-le-Duc.  The  night  of 
his  arrival  before  it,  he  raifed  a  battery  againft 
the  lower-town,  and  though  he  had  nothing  but 
field-pieces,  and  but  few  of  thefe,  they  made  the 
very  firft  day  a  great  breach  in  the  walls  near  the 
gate,  which  was  flanked  with  only  two  fmall  round 
towers.  The  befiegers,  notwithftanding  the  great 
fire  that  was  made  from  the  towers,  not  only  {form¬ 
ed  the  breach,  but  alfo  drove  the  befieged  from  the 
barricades  they  had  raifed  in  the  ftreets,  and  purfued 
them  to  the  upper-town.  After  the  infantry  was 
lodged  under  covert  in  the  lower  city,  and  the  ca¬ 
valry  diftributed  in  quarters  in  the  neighbourhood, 
Turenne  laid  flege  to  the  upper-town  and  the  caftle. 
The  day  that  the  lower-town  was  taken.  Cardinal 
Mazarin  arrived  at  the  camp  with  a  reinforcement 
©f  troops  drawn  out  of  different  garrifons,  and  com- 
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manded  by  the  Duke  d’Elbeuf  and  Marfhal  d’Au- An.  1652. 
mont  •,  and  thefe  forces  were  foon  joined  by  thole  of 
Marlhal  de  la  Ferte,  who  came  to  the  liege  after 
the  taking  of  Ligni.  The  Prince  of  Conde,  to 
prevent  the  taking  of  Bar,  refolved  to  fuccour  it; 
and  advice  being  brought  of  his  inarch,  it  was  a- 
greed  that  Turenne  and  la  Ferte  fhould  go  and 
meet  him  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  horfe,  three 
thoufand  foot,  and  fix  field  pieces  ;  that  the  Cardi¬ 
nal  fhould  follow  them  at  fome  diftance,  whilft  the 
Duke  d’Elbeuf  and  Marfhal  d’Aumont  with  the 
reft  of  the  troops  fhould  continue  the  fiege. 

The  enemy  were  coming  by  the  way  of  Vaube-  a  confides 
court,  which  is  but  five  leagues  from  Bar :  the  King’s 
army  marched  dire&ly  towards  them  ;  and  the  Vif-byMaWhai 
count,  who  headed  the  vanguard,  hearing  that  the ^dlathFee'^’ 
Prince  of  Conde  was  juft  arrived  in  this  village,  andk:ngof  Bar- 
would  fpend  the  night  there,  propofed  to  Marfhal  de1  'Duc* 
la  Ferte,  to  go  and  attack  the  enemy,  who  would  in¬ 
fallibly  be  in  very  great  diforder,  becaufe,  as  that 
quarter  was  crowded  with  veffels  of  wine  and  provifi- 
ons  of  every  kind,  ’twould  be  difficult  for  the  Officers 
to  affemble  their  troops,  and  even  for  the  troopers 
to  mount :  the  Marfhal,  being  ft  ill  angry  with  the 
Vifcount,  would  not  agree  to  this  attack,  without 
firft  advifing  with  the  Cardinal,  whofe  approba¬ 
tion,  though  he  were  but  two  leagues  off,  came  too 
late.  The  Prince  having  notice  of  the  Vifcount’s 
approach,  gave  orders  for  beating  the  general ,  and, 
in  order  to  force  the  troops  to  remove  the  fooner, 
he  fet  fire  to  the  town.  He  did  not  think  proper 
to  flay  longer  in  this  country,  when  he  fouud  that 
the  King’s  army  was  ftrong  enough  both  to  engage 
him  and  to  continue  the  fiege.  When  Turenne  and 
la  Ferte  were  certain  that  the  enemy  had  marched 
away,  they  returned  before  Bar-le-Duc,  which  was 
taken  in  a  few  days. 
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An.  1652.  The  Cardinal  being  animated  by  thefe  fucceffes, 
and  jud§ir‘S  ^  woldd  not  he  proper  to  leave  fo  for- 
©f  Porcien  midable  an  enemy  as  the  Prince  of  Conde  the 

Vervins"!^  ref°UrCe  f°r  £^C  neXt  Year5  was  for  having  St. 
end  of  the'  Menehoult  and  Rethel  taken  drat  campaign;  but 
campaign.  tpe  colc]  was  fo  exceffive,  that  there  was  no  attempt¬ 
ing  it.  There  was  no  fhelter  in  the  wide-extended 
plains  of  Champagne  for  the  foot,  nor  forrage  in 
the  neighbourhood  for  the  horfe.  The  campaign 
was  clofed  with  recovering  Chateau-Poreien  and 
Vervins :  from  thence  the  army  marched  to  Creffi, 
on  the  Serre,  and  to  Laon,  whence  all  the  troops 
were  fent  into  winter- quarters  ;  after  which  the  Car¬ 
dinal,  the  Generals,  and  the  chief  Officers  fet  out 
for  Paris. '  Thus  ended  this  long  laborious  cam¬ 
paign,  in  which  Vifcount  de  Turenne  faved  the 
Monarchy  feveral  times  by  his  counfels  and  his 
valour.  In  the  mean  time  his  Majefty’s  arms  were 
not  fo  fortunate  abroad  as  within  the  Kingdom  :  In 
Flanders  the  Spaniards  recovered  Gravelin  and  Dun¬ 
kirk,  in  Italy  Cafal  and  in  Spain  Barcelona.  It 
was  a  fufficient  advantage  for  this  year,  the  hav¬ 
ing  forced  the  Prince  of  Conde  to  leave  the  King¬ 
dom. 

Cardinal  de  Not  the  leaft  fhadow  of  the  Fronde  was  now  to 

Irifnedim"  feen  fo  Pans :  Cardinal  de  Retz  was  the  only 

perfon  that  would  have  been  capable  of  giving  tne 
Court  the  leaft  uneafinefs ;  but  to  prevent  his  creat¬ 
ing  any  frefli  troubles,  the  King  had  caufed  him  to 
Decemb.  79.  ke  arrefted  in  his  name  at  the  Louvre  in  the  Queen’s 
anti-chamber,  and  carried  to  the  Bois  de  Vincennes, 
where  he  was  confined,  after  having  employed  four 
years  in  intrigues,  cabals,  dark  and  treacherous  add¬ 
ons,  over  which  he  often  throws  a  falfe  varnifh  in  his 
memoirs,  denies  them  fometimes  when  he  cannot 
palliate  them,  and,  whenever  he  does  avow  them, 
5tis  merely  from  that  audacious  fpirit  in  which  he 
gloried. 
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BOOK  the  FOURTH. 

THE  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  about  the  be- An.  1653. 
ginning  of  the  year  1653,  married  Char- 
lotte  de  Caumont,  only  daughter  and  heirefs^unt  mar- 
of  Armand  de  Nompar  de  Caumont  Duke  de  lar‘«. 
Force,  Peer  and  Marfhal  of  France.  Her  birth 
and  fortune  diflinguifhed  her  lefs  than  her  virtues 
and  fuperior  ur.derftanding  •,  noble  elevated  fenti- 
ments,  with  thofe  parts  of  knowledge  that  are  the 
leaft  common  among  the  fex,  were  in  her  accom¬ 
panied  with  fweetnefs  and  modefty,  an  inexpref- 
fible  delicacy  and  fimplicity  of  manners  :  to  fay  all 
in  a  word,  Jhe  was  worthy  of  the  Vifcount  de  'Tu¬ 
renne. 

*  As  the  laft  campaign  had  been  long  and  fa¬ 
tiguing,  there  was  no  polfibility  of  opening  this  be¬ 
fore  the  month  of  June.  The  French  army  how¬ 
ever  took  the  field  before  that  of  the  enemy,  and 
laid  fiege  to  Rhetel.  This  was  a  place  of  great 
importance,  becaufe  it  not  only  facilitated  the  in- 
curfions  of  the  Spaniards  into  Champagne,  Picardy, 

*  All  the  particulars  in  this  book  arc  taken  from  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Duke  of  York  and  the  Vifcount, 

and 


2 The  H i story  of  the  Book IV. 

An.  1653.  and  even  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Paris,  but  alfo  opened 
to  the  Prince  of  Conde  a  communication  with  the 
towns  he  poffeffed  upon  the  Meufe,  and  with  the 
Low  Countries,  from  whence  he  drew  his  provi- 
fions.  The  Marquis  de  Perfan,  whom  the  Prince 
had  made  Governor  of  it,  was  a  very  experienced 
Officer,  but  the  garrifon  was  too  weak.  Turenne 
overjoy’d  at  an  opportunity  of  fignalizing  his  zeal 
for  the  King’s  fervice,  in  a  place  that  had  been  the 
theatre  of  his  revolt,  marched  towards  Rhetel  before 
the  Prince  could  throw  the  leaft  fuccour  into  it. 
The  enemy  had  two  feparate  bodies  of  troops,  one 
of  them  was  in  the  Duchy  of  Luxembourg,  and  this 
was  to  go  and  join  the  other  on  the  Sambre.  The 
King’s  army  with  all  expedition  paffed  the  river 
Aifne,  and  advanced  three  leagues  beyond  Rhetel, 
to  the  very  fpot  that  had  been  pitched  upon  for 
the  junction  of  thofe  two  corps.  Turenne  judged 
that  by  feizing  this  poft  he  fhould  throw  the  Spa¬ 
niards  into  a  perplexity,  and  gain  at  leaft  eight  or 
nine  days,  which  the  Spaniards  would  lofe  in  con- 
fidering  which  of  the  two  bodies  fhould  move  to 
join  the  other,  and  in  executing  their  determina¬ 
tion.  Then  the  Vifcount  having  defired  Marfhal 
de  la  Ferte,  who  was  at  Sainte  Menehoult,  to  march 
at  the  fame  time  with  him,  returned  with  a  part  of 
his  troops  by  the  way  of  Chateau-Porcien,  made 
himfelf  Mafter  of  Chaumont  as  he  paffed,  and  ar¬ 
rived  before  Rhetel,  which  he  invefted  jointly  with 
la  Ferte.  It  was  a  decifive  ftroke  ;  for  if  the  Prince 
of  Conde  could  have  preferved  this  place,  together 
with  Stenai  and  Moufon  that  were  alfo  in  his  pof- 
feffion,  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to  cover 
Picardie,  Champagne,  or  even  the  Ifle  of  France. 
The  two  Generals  vigoroufly  attacked  the  out¬ 
works,  which  were  the  principal  defence  of  the 
place,  carried  them  at  once,  inftantly  raifed  two 
batteries  near  the  walls,  which  were  not  ftrong, 

made 
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made  two  breaches  in  them,  and  forced  the  town,  An.  1653. 
in  which  were  nine  hundred  men,  to  furrender  in 
three  days. 

The  Prince  of  Conde’s  meafures  being  quite 
broke  by  the  lofs  of  Rhetel,  he  prevailed  with 
the  Spaniards  to  make  an  irruption  into  France  with 
30,000  men.  The  King’s  troops,  commanded  by 
Turenne  and  la  Ferte,  did  not  amount  to  above 
7000  foot  and  5000  horfe  •,  and  moft  of  the  towns 
had  either  no  garrifons,  or  very  weak  ones.  The 
Spaniards  having  affembled  their  forces  near  la  Ca- 
pelle,  entered  Picardie  •,  they  advanced  through  the 
country  that  lies  between  the  Somme  and  the  Oife, 
took  the  road  to  Fonfomme,  and  there  {laid  fome 
days.  In  the  mean  while  the  King’s  army,  which 
had  at  firft  marched  byTierache  toVervins,  went 
and  encamped  at  Ribemont  on  this  fide  the  Oife, 
where  the  King  and  the  Cardinal  arriving,  a  coun¬ 
cil  was  held  upon  the  belt  means  to  oppofe  the  ene¬ 
my’s  progrefs.  *  Several  of  the  officers  were  for 
putting  all  the  infantry  into  the  frontier  towns,  and 
keeping  clofe  at  the  heels  of  the  Spaniards  with  the 
cavalry,  in  order  to  cut  olf  their  provifions,  harrafs 
them  in  their  march,  and  hinder  them  from  under¬ 
taking  any  fiege.  Others  were  againft  dividing 
the  army,  but  thought  it  would  be  moft  advifeable 
to  poft  it  at  Compiegne,  thereby  to  hinder  the 
enemy  from  paffing  the  Oife,  and  approaching  the 
capital  of  the  Kingdom.  The  Vifcount,  who  did 
not  approve  of  either  of  thefe  opinions,  reprefented 
to  the  Council,  that  the  army  would  be  too  much 
weakned  by  being  divided,  and  that  as  for  guard¬ 
ing  thepafles  of  rivers,  the  attempt  would  only  ex- 
pofe  the  troops  to  be  forced  by  an  enemy  fuperior 
in  number,  that  he  thought  it  much  fafer  to  keep  all 

*  The  Duke  of  York  lays  it  was  in  the  camp  at  Ribemont  that  this  coun¬ 
cil  was  held ;  the  Vifcouflt  doss  not  mention  the  place,  but  only  the  refolution 
that  v/  as  taken. 
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An.  1653.  the  army  together,  draw  near  the  Spaniards,  fol- 
low  them  in  all  their  motions,  and  encamp  fo 
as  never  to  be  conftrained  to  fight ;  that  this 
would  hinder  them  from  daring  either  to  fepa- 
rate  their  troops  and  undertake  fieges,  or  to  penetrate 
far  into  the  Kingdom,  becaufe  they  would  be  con¬ 
tinually  in  fear  of  having  their  convoys  inter¬ 
cepted.  The  Vifcount’s  advice  was  followed,  the 
army  paffed  the  Oife,  and  the  Court  retired  to 
Compiegne. 

Thetmrches  The  Spaniards  having  broke  up  their  camp, 
^rsnoT  marched  in  fight  of  the  French  by  Ham,  and  thence 
the  two  ar-  to  Roye,  which  having  only  the  burghers  to  defend 
it,  was  taken  in  two  days.  Turenne,  on  his  fide, 
haflened  to  get  to  the  village  of  Magni,  called  at 
prefent  Guifcard,  which  is  in  a  clofe  covered  coun¬ 
try,  where  he  had  nothing  to  fear.  From  thence 
Aug.  i.  he  detached  Count  Schomberg  with  250  horfe, 
dome  gendarmes  and  100  foot,  to  throw  themfelves 
into  Corbie  •,  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  300  men 
into  Peronne.  The  Spaniards  after  the  taking  of 
Roye  were  in  a  great  perplexity  •,  they  were  loth 
to  advance  in  a  country  where  they  had  no  ftrong 
places,  and  they  feared  to  undertake  anyfiege,  while 
an  enemy  kept  fo  near  as  to  be  always  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  interrupt  them.  The  Prince  of  Conde, 
neverthelefs,  marched  towards  Corbie  •,  and  the 
Vifcount  being  near  Ham  under  flood  by  a  letter  that 
was  intercepted,  that  the  Count  de  Megue  was  the 
next  day  to  leave  Cambrai  with  3000  horfe,  in 
order  to  convoy  forne  provifions  and  ammunition 
to  the  Spaniards  polled  near  Corbie,  on  this  fide 
the  Somme.  The  King’s  army  decamped  a  little 
before  fun-fet,  pafied  the  Somme  at  Ham,  and 
marched  all  night  with  an  intention  to  attack  the 
Aug,  iU  convoy.  The  cavalry  went  before,  and  arrived 
by  day-break  near  Peronne.  Turenne  drew  thence 
the  300  foot. he  had  thrown  into  it,  and  300  more 

which 
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which  the  garrifon  could  fpare,  and  marched  with  An.  1653.' 
5000  horfe  towards  Bapaume.  He  halted  two 
leagues  from  the  town  •,  and  then  learning  that  the 
convoy  had  returned  to  Cambrai,  he  retired  with 
his  cavalry  to  Manancourt,  whither  the  infantry 
were  advanced.  The  Spaniards  difappointed  of 
their  convoy,  repaflfed  the  Somme  •,  the  Generals 
of  the  King’s  army  having  received  advice  that 
Conde  was  throwing  bridges  over  it  at  Cerifi,  left 
Manancourt,  and  to  obferve  him  the  more  narrow¬ 
ly  came  to  Alefne,  a  village  near  Peronne,  being 
refolved  neverthelefs,  in  cafe  he  fhould  come  to 
attack  them,  to  return  to  Manancourt,  where  they 
had  taken  notice  of  a  very  advantageous  poft  :  but 
while  Turenne  was  fending  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy’s  motions,  their  army,  which  had  intercept¬ 
ed  the  French  parties,  was  coming  upon  the  flank 
of  the  wing  commanded  by  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte, 
which  inftead  of  returning  to  Manancourt,  had  ex¬ 
tended  itfelf  on  the  fide  of  Peronne  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  St.  Quentin  :  Turenne  arriving  reprefented 
to  him  the  danger  of  his  fituation,  and  having  ex¬ 
horted  him  to  follow  him,  ordered  the  right  wing 
(which  he  himfelf  commanded  J  to  mount  to  the  top 
of  a  hill,  and  from  thence  he  pafled  to  another  poft 
which  feemed  ftilled  better,  whither  all  the  army 
repaired. 

Through  a  little  valley  near  the  village  of  Buires,  The  v;r- 
runs  a  rivulet  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  falls  into  thecount  en' 

i*ii  camps  near 

Somme  at  Peronne  :  along  this  brook  was  a  hoi- Peronne. 
low-way,  not  to  be  pafled  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
without  difficulty.  At  fome  diftance  from  the 
brook  is  a  fteep  hill :  at  the  entrance  of  the  valley, 
which  takes  up  the  fpace  between  the  rivulet  and 
the  hill,  the  V  ifcount  planted  artillery,  and  railed 
five  redoubts,  each  of  which  contained  a  hundred 
men.  In  this  narrow  place,  thus  fortified,  the 
troops  were  drawn  up  in  four  or  five  lines,  fuftained 
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An.  1653.  by  others  that  were  defended  by  the  deep  fide  of  the 
hill.  The  Spaniards  having  been  obliged  to  fetch 
a  great  compafs,  could  not  come  in  prefence  of  the 
French  army  before  it  was  in  a  condition  to  re¬ 
ceive  them.  The  Prince  of  Conde,  neverthelefs, 
was  for  attacking  the  inftant  he  arrived,  and  he  was 
hardly  perfuaded  to  yield  to  the  reafons  offered  by 
Fuenfaldagne,  who  remonftrated  to  him,  that  their 
infantry  after  a  quick  march,  in  eXceflive  hot  wea¬ 
ther,  had  need  of  fome  reft,  and  that  the  remainder 
of  the  day  might  be  ufefully  employed  in  taking 
a  more  exadt  view  of  an  army  which  would  be  as 
little  able  to  efcape  them  the  next  day  as  then.  The 
Spaniards  pafled  the  night  under  arms  ;  but  at  fun 
rife  their  Generals  found  the  French  fo  advantage- 
oufly  polled,  that  they  durft  not  hazard  a  battle. 
The  two  armies  continued  three  or  four  days  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  each  other,  and  there  were  fkirmifhes  almoft 
without  interruption. 

The  Spani-  The  fixteenth  of  Auguft  the  French  by  day-break 

Picardie^  heard  the  general  beat  in  the  enemy’s  camp ;  they 
immediately  drew  up  in  battalia,  and  Turenne  went 
himfelf  with  two  fquadrons  to  obferve  the  motions 
of  the  Spaniards :  He  detached  one  of  them  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Duke  of  York,  which  approached 
near  enough  to  their  rear  guard  to  difcover  that 
they  were  taking  the  road  to  St.  Quentin.  The  Vif- 
count  thinking  they  had  lome  defigti  upon  Guile, 
immediately  fent  Beaujtu,  one  of  his  Lieutenant- 
Generals,  with  twelve  hundred  horfe  and  fix  hun¬ 
dred  foot  to  throw  themfelves  into  the  place.  Beau- 
jeu  made  fuch  expedition,  that  he  entered  the  town 
the  moment  the  Spanifh  cavalry  appeared  before 
it  to  inveft  it.  Conde  finding  himfelf  prevented 
would  attempt  nothing  ;  but  when  he  had  ftaid 
fome  days  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Guife,  returned 
by  the  way  he  came,  and  encamped  at  Caulain- 
ccurt  near  St.  Quentin.  The  King’s  troops  re- 
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puffed  the  Somme  at  Peronne,  and  marching  along  An.  1653: 
that  river,  kept  it  between  them  and  the  enemy  : 

They  afterwards  went  and  encamped  at  Golancourt, 
a  league  from  Ham,  where  they  ftaid  fifteen  days 
entire.  The  Spaniards  made  frequent  incurfions  to 
furprize  the  French,  carry  off  their  forragers,  and 
oblige  them  to  decamp,  but  all  in  vain.  The 
Prince  of  Conde  therefore  having  confulted  with 
the  Archduke  Leopold,  who  was  come  to  the 
army,  they  refolved  to  leave  Picardy. 

On  this  occafion  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  ha- ComParIfon 

.  ,  r  .  .  .  .of  Turenne 

vmg  an  army  much  luperior  in  number  to  contend  and  Fabius. 
with,  like  Fabius  Maximus  always  encamped  up¬ 
on  eminences  or  places  difficult  of  accefs.  When¬ 
ever  the  enemy  halted  he  ftopt  likewife,  and  when 
the  enemy  marched  he  followed  them,  keeping  along 
the  fide  of  them  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  and 
poking  himfelf  fo  as  that  he  could  not  be  forced 
to  fight  againft  his  will.  Conde  like  another  Han¬ 
nibal  tried  every  ftratagem  to  force  Turenne  to  an 
engagement ;  fometimes  he  drew  near  the  French 
and  beat  up  their  quarters, 'at  other  times  he  removed 
to  a  great  diftance,  that  he  might  induce  them  to 
decamp,  and  furprize  them  in  fome  march  where 
he  might  have  an  advantage  over  them.  This  trial 
of  (kill  lafted  fix  weeks. 

Whilft  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  thus  keep¬ 
ing  the  Prince  of  Conde  in  awe  in  Picardy,  the 
Bourdelois,  ftraitened  on  all  fides  by  the  Dukes  of 
Vendome  and  Candale,  who  had  been  fent  into 
Guienne,  afk’d  pardon  of  the  Court  and  obtain’d  it.  2°  July* 
The  Princefs  of  Conde,  the  Duke  d’Enguien,  and 
the  Count  de  Marfin  Went  from  Bourdeaux  to 
Lefparre  where  they  were  to  embark  for  Flanders : 

But  the  Prince  of  Conti  and  the  Duchefs  of  Lon- 
gueville  having  accepted  the  amnefty,  the  Prince 
retired  to  Pezenas  in  Languedoc,  and  the  Duchefs 
to  Montreiiil-Bellay,  a  home  of  her  hufband’s. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  the  redu&ion  of  Bourdeaux,  Cardinal 
Mazarin  made  propofals  to  the  Prince  of  Conde, 
and  offered  him,  befides  feveral  other  advantages, 
the  Sovereignty  of  three  cities,  Stenai,  Clermont  and 
Jamets,  *  The  Prince  anfwered,  that  he  was  con¬ 
tent  with  the  Honour  of  being  a  Prince  of  the 
Blood  Royal,  and  did  not  afpire  to  that  of  being 
a  Sovereign ;  that  moreover  he  could  not  in  any 
inftance  truft  the  Cardinal,  becaufe  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  his  promifes  depended  wholly  on  its 
fquaring  with  his  Politicks.  All  thoughts  of  an  ac¬ 
commodation  being  thus  at  an  end,  and  the  Prince 
feeing  that  he  could  not  enter  France  by  the  way 
of  Picardy,  made  long  marches  towards  Cham¬ 
pagne  to  befiege  Rocroi,  the  laft  town  of  that  Pro¬ 
vince  on  the  fide  of  Flanders.  The  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain  came  to  the  fiege  in  the  beginning  of  it,  but 
retired  foon  after  with  his  troops,  under  pretence 
that  the  air  of  the  camp  was  mortal  to  them  *,  and 
by  this  odd  ftep  he  made  the  Spaniards  begin  to  di- 
ftruft  him.  As  Rocroi  is  fituated  in  a  plain  quite 
encompaffed  with  wood,  as  it  is  hard  to  be  relieved 
when  once  invefted,  as  the  garrifon  of  it  was  weak, 
and  as  a  large  detachment  of  Spanifh  horfe  was  al¬ 
ready  drawn  near  it,  Turenne  let  the  enemy  go  on 
with  this  fiege,  and  went  and  attacked  Moufon,  a 
town  of  greater  importance  to  the  French  than 
Rocroi  was  to  the  Spaniards. 

*i~  Moufon  Hands  upon  the  Meufe  between  Ste¬ 
nai  and  Sedan  :  its  walls  flanked  with  round  towers 
were  encompaffed  with  a  dry  ditch  well  palifaded 
in  the  middle  :  the  fide  the  farthefl:  from  the  river 
and  commanded  by  a  hill,  was  fortified  with  an 
envelope  of  three  or  four  baftions :  at  the  head  of 
the  bridge  on  the  other  fide  the  river  was  a  horn- 
work  ;  and  in  other  parts  the  place  was  de-. 

#"Priorato  Vol.  II.  Book  III.  , 

1"  See  the  particulars  ®f  this  fiege  in  the  Duke  of  York’s  memoirs. 
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fended  by  feveral  half-moons.  Wolf,  an  old  Ger-An.  1653. 
man  Colonel  of  great  experience,  commanded  the 
garrifon,  which  confided  of  1500  foot  and  300 
horfe  of  the  troops  of  Conde. 

The  King’s  army  palled  the  Oife  at  La  Fere,  The  Vif- 
and  arrived  the  ninth  of  September  at  Remilli,  a  Mc0’Uo 
league  from  Moufon.  The  next  day  it  pafied  thefon- 
Meufe  below  the  town,  and  the  quarters  were  dil- 
tributed.  The  Vifcount’s  cavalry  extended  them- 
felves  in  one  line  from  the  river  to  the  top  of  the 
hill,  out  of  reach  of  the  canon  of  the  place.  He 
incamped  with  his  infantry  and  gendarmes  in  a  little 
valley  lefs  diftant  •,  pofted  the  regiments  of  York 
and  Guienne  in  a  bottom,  more  confined  and  nearer 
the  town,  and  opened  the  trenches  the  fame  night. 

Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  began  his  approaches  at  the 
fame  time  :  but  his  troops  were  pofted  farther  from 
the  town  than  thofe  of  the  Vifcount.  *  Not  to 
lofe  time,  they  made  no  line  of  circumvallation. 

The  little  river  of  Chier  cover’d  the  French  army  on 
the  fide  of  Luxembourg,  and  hindered  the  Spaniards 
from  throwing  fuccours  into  the  place.  The  fix 
firft  nights  they  carried  the  approaches  very  for¬ 
ward,  on  the  fide  of  the  envelope ,  and  the  bafti- 
ons  were  quickly  abandoned  by  thebefieged.  They 
retired  alfo  out  of  the  horn-work,  as  foon  as  it  was 
attacked  on  this  fide  the  bridge,  but  the  body  of 
the  place  made  a  ftout  defence.  The  defcent  in¬ 
to  the  ditch,  and  the  making  lodgments  there, 
were  very  difficult,  on  account  of  the  fireworks, 
bombs,  and  grenadoes,  which  the  enemy  fnowered 
upon  the  befiegers.  At  length  the  miners  being  fet 
to  the  wall,  and  fome  of  the  mines  fprung,  the 
Governor  capitulated  the  28th  of  September,  and 
with  his  garrifon,  arms,  and  baggage,  was  efcorted 
to  Montmedi. 

*  See  the  particulars  of  this  (kgs  in  the  Doke  of  York’s  memoirs. 


The 


258  The  History  of  the  Book IV. 

An.  1653.  The  fiege  lafted  feventeen  days,  during  which 
Thelnf^  time  t^e  continual  rains  and  violent  ftorms  of  wind 
count’s  con-  frequently  overthrew  the  blinds ,  made  the  earth  fall 
duftatfiegcs.  anc|  droWned  the  trenches :  yet  Turenne,  with 
indefatigable  diligence,  directed  the  works  himfelf, 
in  fpite  of  all  obftacles.  He  marked  the  place 
where  the  trenches  fhould  be  opened,  and  he  went 
regularly  to  vifit  them  three  times  in  the  four  and 
twenty  hours  •,  in  the  morning  to  fee  whether  his 
orders  given  the  night  before  had  been  executed  ; 
in  the  evening  to  direct  what  fhould  be  done  in  the 
night,  and  a  third  time  pretty  late  in  the  night,  con¬ 
tinuing  with  the  men  more  or  lefs,  as  his  prefence 
was  neceffary.  He  conducted  himfelf  pretty  much 
in  the  fame  manner  at  all  fieges,  and  made  his  Of¬ 
ficers  engineers,  by  his  infcrudions  and  example. 
The  fame  day  that  Moufon  was  taken,  the  army 
marched  to  relieve  Rocroi  *,  but  when  it  had  got 
half  way  thither,  received  advice  that  the  town  was 
furrendered.  The  remainder  of  the  campaign  was 
fpent  in  the  fiege  of  Sainte  Menehoult  •,  fome  troops 
from  Guienne  with  the  French  guards  and  the  Swifs 
ere  fent  thither,  while  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  kept 
near  the  Meufe,  to  hinder  fuccours,  and  the  Vif- 
count  covered  Picardy,  obferving  the  motions  of 
the  enemy,  who  did  nothing  but  march  and  counter¬ 
march.  The  place  being  taken  in  the  beginning  of 
December,  the  armies  feparated,  and  Turenne  re¬ 
turned  to  Court,  where  the  value  of  the  fervices  he 
had  lately  done  the  State  being  well  known,  he 
was  gratified  with  the  Government  of  Limoufin. 

The  Prince  Conde,  whofe  great  projectshad’failed,  through  the 
treaty  with  oppofition  of  an  army  much  weaker  than  his  own, 
the  Spa-  went  to  Bruffels  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  Spain 
the  principal  article  of  which  was,  that  all  the  towns 
that  fhould  be  taken  in  France,  fhould  belong  to 
him.  When  he  made  his  entrance,  he  was  received 
with  the  fame  honours  that  had  been  paid  to  the 
1  Arch- 
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Archduke,  the  Emperor’s  fon.  NotwithftandingAn.  1653. 
the  Auflrian  pride,  and  the  Majefty  of  the  Empire, 

Conde,  liipported  only  by  his  courage  and  reputa¬ 
tion,  maintained  with  fo  much  dignity  the  pre¬ 
rogatives  of  the  Bourbon  Blood,  that  he  treated 
with  the  Archduke,  the  Emperor’s  brother,  as  his 
equal,  and  prefe.rved  the  rank  of  the  Houfe  of 
France  even  in  Brufiels  itfelf. 

While  the  Prince  of  Conde  was  thus  putting  The  Prince 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  his  brother ^a]£°nF 
the  Prince  of  Conti  was  contriving  how  to  return  with  the 
to  Court :  Weary  of  living  at  Pezenas,  he  founded Cjurt’ 
the  difpofitions  of  the  Minifter,  and  fignified  to 
him  an  inclination  to  make  an  alliance  with  his 
Eminence.  Mazarin  with  joy  received  a  propofal 
that  did  him  fo  much  honour,  and  the  Prince  re¬ 
turning  fpeedily  to  Paris,  married  Anne-Marie 
Martinozzi,  daughter  of  Jerome  Martinozzi  a 
Roman  Gentleman,  and  of  Marguerite  Mazarin 
the  Cardinal’s  filter. 

It  was  at  this  very  time,  that  Charles  Duke  of  The  sjw- 
Lorrain,  being  dilTatisfied  with  the  treaty  conclud-  ^Duke  0f 
ed  between  the  Spaniards  and  Conde,  demand-  Lorrain  ia 
ed  that  the  Prince  would  either  yield  him  fome  ofpnfo”‘ 
the  places  he  poffefled  in  Lorrain,  or  lhare  with 
him  the  conqueits  that  Ihould  be  made  in  France. 

Having  offered  this  alternative,  he  threatened  to 
leave  the  Spaniards,  if  they  did  not  grant  him  one 
or  other  of  thefe  two  demands.  His  threats  in- 
creafed  the  diltrufts  of  the  Court  of  Brufiels  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  they  caufed  him  to  be  feized  in  the 
Archduke’s  Palace,  and  convey’d  the  next  day  to 
the  Caftle  of  Antwerp.  The  Duke  quite  furious 
with  anger,  fent  to  the  Count  de  Ligneville,  who 
commanded  his  army,  a  note  concealed  in  a  loaf 
of  bread,  which  concluded  with  thefe  words. 

Quit  the  Spaniards  ~  with  all  /peed  5  put  all  to  the 

S  2  fivord. 
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An.j6$$.jword,  burn  every  thing  in  your  way\  and  remember 
Charles  of  Lor  rain  *. 

The  Count  de  Ligneville  neverthelefs  did  not 
ftir.  Fuenfaldagne  went  to  the  Lorrainers  quarters, 
three  leagues  from  Bruflels,  fpoke  to  the  Officers, 
diftributed  money  among  the  foldiers,  who  were 
beginning  to  murmur,  calmed  both  the  one  and  the 
other  by  his  difcourfe  and  his  liberality,  and  retain¬ 
ed  them  in  the  fervice  of  the  King  of  Spain,  pro- 
mifing  them  that  Duke  Francis  of  Lorrain  T 
Charles’s  brother,  ffiould  come,  without  delay,  and 
put  himfelf  at  their  head.  And  indeed  this  Prince, 
not  much  concerned  for  his  brother’s  misfortune, 
with  whom  he  had  quarrelled,  did  foon  after  come 
from  Germany,  and  take  upon  him  the  command 
of  thofe  troops.  As  for  Charles,  he  was  tranfport- 
ed  into  Spain,  and  there  detained  prifoner  till  the 
peace  of  the  Pyrenees. 

An.  1654.  The  King’s  coronation,  which  was  in  fpring 
be liege^s t -  1654,  retarded  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  As 
nai,  and  the  foon  as  that  ceremony  was  over,  Faber  had  orders 
Airasi  US  t0  befiege  Stenai,  and  Turenne  was  to  hinder  the 
eneiny  from  relieving  it.  The  Prince  of  Conde, 
fbung  to  the  quick  at  their  fitting  down  before  a 
town  that  belonged  to  him,  and  having  no  hopes 
of  being  able  to  five  it,  prevailed  with  the  Arch¬ 
duke  to  invefl  Arras  with  an  army  of  32000  men  : 
what  encouraged  him  to  it  was  the  weaknefs  of  the 
garrifon.  Mondejeu,  afterwards  Marffial  de  Schu- 
lemburg  -f.  Governor  of  Arras,  had  fent  almoft  all 
his  horfe  into  a  flying  camp,  commanded  by  De 
Bar,  who  was  to  cover  the  neighbouring  places 
and  throw  himfelf  into  the  firff  that  fhould  be 
threatened.  It  was  not  poffible  for  De  Bar  to  get 

*  V.  Priorato  B.  IV. 

■f  He  had  been  page  to  Frederic  Maurice,  Duke  of  Bouillon,  the  Vifcount’rS 
brother;  and  had  learnt  his  trade  under  thofe  two  great  matters. 

back 
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back  again  into  Arras,  fo  that  Mondejeu  had  with  An.  1654. 
him  but  2500  foot,  and  a  hundred  horfe.  Cardi- 
nal  Mazarin  alarm’d  at  the  enterprize  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  had  recourfe  to  the  Vifcount,  offering  him  to 
confent  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Stenai,  in  cafe  he  thought 
the  troops  there  employ’d  were  neceffary  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  Arras.  Turenne  did  not  think  it  advifable 
to  quit  the  defign  upon  Stenai,  and  therefore  marched 
towards  Arras  with  the  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  at  the 
head  of  about  14000  men  only. 

The  Generals  fent  three  detachments  of  cavalry  The  v;r- 
before  them,  to  throw  themfelves  into  the  place. 

St.  Lieu  commanded  400  horfe  •,  *  Baron  d’Efquen-  Arras, 
court  a  like  number,  and  le  Chevalier,  afterwards 
Marfhal  de  Crequi  500.  They  had  orders  to 
march  by  different  roads,  and  at  a  day’s  march 
diftance  one  from  another.  In  attempting  to  pafs  by 
the  enemy’s  camp,  the  half  of  their  fquadrons  were 
either  taken  or  forced  to  return :  but  they  themfelves 
got  into  the  place  with  the  other  half,  before  the 
Spaniards  had  finifhed  their  intrenchments.  All  the 
W  orks  of  the  befiegers  were  in  a  condition  of  de¬ 
fence  by  the  14th  of  July,  tho’  the  Workmen  had 
been  fometimes  molefted  by  the  befieged,  who  made 
two  or  three  fallies  with  good  fuccefs. 

The  King’s  army  commanded  by  Turenne  and 

»  ]  J  flials  Tu¬ 

la  Ferte  being  too  weak  to  venture  an  engagement  renne  and 

in  the  open  field  with  troops  fo  numerous  as  thole 

of  the  enemy,  waited  near  Peronne,  till  the  Spa-  wards  An™, 

niards  had  almoft  finifhed  their  lines.  Befides,  the 

Vifcount  thought  it  not  advifeable  todraw  near  them,  preux. 

till  he  had  provided  for  the  fubfiftence  of  his  troops, 

fo  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  for  the  want  of  pro- 

vifions,  either  to  fight  or  to  retire  *,  two  things  which 

he  judged  equally  difad vantageous.  From  Peronne 

the  army  marched  feven  leagues,  and  encamped  the 

firft  day  at  Sains,  between  Cambray  and  Arras : 

*  Daniel  d«  Montmorenci  Baron  d’Efquencourt. 

S  3  th 
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An.  1 65 4. the  next  day  it  arrived  at  Mouchi  le  Preux,  a  vil- 
iage  which  (lands  a  league  and  a  half  fronq  Arras, 
upon  an  eminence  that  overlooks  a  valley  which  the 
Scarp  waters  on  one  fide,  and  the  Cogeul  on  the 
other.  The  Vifcount  went  himfelf  with  fome  horfe 
and  dragoons  to  view  the  ground  for  a  camp,  and 
to  fee  whether  the  enemy  gave  any  token  of  a  de- 
fign  to  attack  him.  The  troops  worked  all  night 
at  the  intrenchment,  and  found  themfelves  well  co¬ 
vered  the  very  next  day,  and  in  a  very  advantage¬ 
ous  pod,  the  front  of  which  was  proportion’d  to 
their  number.  The  river  of  Cogeul  covered  their 
left,  and  the  Scarp  at  fome  what  a  greater  diflance 
ran  at  their  right.  Turenne  took  up  his  quarters  at 
Mouchi,  where  was  the  greatefl  part  of  his  infan¬ 
try,  the  reft  with  the  cavalry  were  extended  in  two 
lines  to  the  Cogeul.  La  Ferte  had  taken  up  his  to 
the  right  of  the  village  of  Peule,  where  one  part  of 
his  infantry  encamped,  the  other  was  at  Mouchi, 
and  his  horfe  extended  themfelves  in  two  lines  from 
the  one  village  to  the  other.  The  Corps  de  referve 
was  potted  behind  the  Vifcount’ s  quarter,  who  by 
this  difpofition  was  in  the  center.  The  artillery  was 
planted  on  the  hill  of  Mouchi,  and  the  enemy  could 
not  approach,  without  being  expofcd  to  the  fire 
of  it. 

The  Vifcount’s  defign  was  not  immediately  to  at¬ 
tack  the  enemy  in  their  lines.  As  he  intended  to 
wait  the  taking  of  Stenai,  that  he  might  reinforce 
his  army  with  tile  troops  employ’d  in  that  fiege,  he 
applied  himfel  f  for  the  prefent,  only  to  cut  off  all 
communication  between  the  Spanifh  camp  and  the 
neighbouring  towns.  The  French  army  was  fo  poll¬ 
ed,  as  to  hinder  any  provifions  going  to  the  Spaniards 
from  Douai,  Bouchain,  or  Valenciennes.  The 
Marquis  d’Efpence  Beauveau  was  fent  to  the  left  to 
prevent  any  thing  coming  from  Cambrai  *,  orders 
were  fent  to  the  Count  de  Broglio,  Governor  of  la 

Bailee, 


The  Vif¬ 
count  cats 
oft  the  com¬ 
munication 
between  the 
Spanifh 
camp,  and 
towns  about 
ft. 
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Baffee,  to  poll  himfelf  on  the  right  at  Lens  with i654- 
1500  or  2000  men  drawn  from  the  garrifons  there- 
abouts,  in  order  to  cir  off  the  communication  with 
Lille.  *  The  Count  de  rifle-bonne  went  with  1200 
horfe  to  Perne,  to  block  up  the  way  from  Air  and 
St.  Omer.  The  Spanifh  army  thusftraitned  on  all  fides, 
could  receive  but  fmall  convoys,  and  the  troopers 
were  obliged  to  carry  what  ammunition  and  provi¬ 
sions  they  got  behind  them.  It  is  probable  that 
the  Spaniards  would  have  been  obliged  to  raile  the 
fiege,  if  the  French  could  have  polfefs’d  themfelves 
of  St.  Pol,  the  only  paflage  remaining  open.  But 
the  Governorof  Hedin,  who  had  been  ordered  upon 
that  enterprize,  excufed  himfelf,  by  alledging  the 
weaknefs  of  his  garrifon  •,  and  through  certain  un- 
forefeen  accidents,  fome  attempts  that  were  made 
foon  after,  proved  unfuccefsful. 

The  trenches  were  opened  the  14th,  and  the  be-  The  sPani- 
fieged  difputed  every  inch  of  ground  with  incredible aids  Prefs  th® 
courage.  At  a  month’s  end  the  Spaniards,  withfiese' 
the  lofsof  near  2000  men,  had  only  taken  a  horn- 
work,  which  it  was  necefiary  to  be  mafters  of  be¬ 
fore  they  could  get  to  the  counterfcarp  of  the  half¬ 
moon,  which  was  before  the  ditch.  During  all  this, 
time  Mondejeu  was  continually  fending  meflengers 
to  acquaint  the  Generals  with  the  condition  of  the 
place. 

Turenne  and  la  Ferte  obferving  the  fiege  of 
Stenai  to  goon  but  flowly,  and  that  of  Arras  to  ad¬ 
vance,  notwithftanding  the  ftout  refiftance  of  the  be- 
fieged,  refolved  at  length  to  attack  the  enemy’s 
lines:  but  juft  then  receiving  intelligence  that  Stenai 
was  capitulating,  and  that  the  troops  which  had 
befieged  it  were  marching  to  join  them,  they 

*  Francois  de  Lorrain,  Comte  de  1’Ifle-bonne,  fon  of  Charles  de  Lorrain, 
the  fecond  of  the  Name,  Duke  d’Elberuf,  and  of  Catharine  Henrietta  legiti¬ 
mated  daughter  of  Henry  IV. 
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An.  1 654. judged  it  proper  to  wait  their  coming.  Two  days 
'■’''V"'*-'  before  the  arrival  of  this  reinforcement,  Turenne, 
accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Duke  of 
joyeule  *,  and  feveral  young  Noblemen,  officers  or 
volunteers,  went  with  a  fquadron  of  guards  to  recon¬ 
noitre  the  Spanifh  lines  on  the  fide  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde’s  quarters  ;  the  Prince  from  an  eminence, 
where  he  then  was,  detached  the  Duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg  with  the  regiment  of  Eftrees  to  furround  them, 
fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire,  and  the  Duke  of 
Joyeufe  received  acarabine  ffiot  in  his  arm,  of  which 
he  died  fome  little  time  after,  at  Paris  :  Turenne 
returned  to  his  camp,  having  difcovered  that  the 
lines  were  too  ftrong  and  too  well  guarded  on  the 
fide  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  to  hazard  the  intended 
general  attack  on  that  quarter. 

The  Mar-  Marffial  d’Hocquincourr,  who  after  the  furrender 

fliaisTurerme0f  gtenai  had  taken  upon  him  the  command  of  the 
quincourt  troops,  marched  with  expedition,  palled  the  Somme, 
f”1 n p 0 ?  and c  ^ n d  arrived  near  Bapaume  •,  advancing  thence  with 
mount  his  cavalry,  he  was  join’d  by  Turenne,  who  came 
St-Eioi.  t0  meet  him  with  fifteen  fquadrons.  Receiving 
advice  in  that  inftant,  that  a  large  convoy  was  com¬ 
ing  to  the  enemy  by  the  way  of  St.  Pol,  they  marched 
lira  it  to  intercept  it ;  but  the  Marquis  de  Boutte- 
ville,  afterwards  Marffial  de  Luxembourg,  who 
commanded  theefcort  of  the  convoy,  getting  notice 
of  their  defign,  carried  it  into  Aire.  The  two  Ge¬ 
nerals  finding  themfelves  near  St.  Pol,  thought  it 
highly  expedient  to  feize  that  important  poll  ;  the 
garrifon  made  but  a  poor  defence,  and  furrendered 
prilonersof  war.  The  next  day,  as  they  returned 
towards  the  army,  they  attacked  the  Abbey  of 
Mount  St.  Eloi,affiort  league  from  the  enemy’s  camp, 
and  obliged  500  men  there  polled  to  furrender  at 

*  Louis  de  Lorrain,  Duke  of  Joyeufe,  high  Chamberlain  of  France,  and 
Colonel  General  of  the  cavalry,  foa  of  Charles  de  Lorrain  Duke  of  Guife, 

and  hei refs  of  Joyeufe. 

difcre- 
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difcretion.  They  afterwards  feparated  j  la  Ferte  An.  1654. 
went  and  pitched  in  a  place  call’d  Csefar’s  Camp, 
and  the  Vifcount  in  his  return  to  Mouchi  le  Preux, 
took  a  view  of  the  enemy’s  lines  on  the  north  fide  ; 
he  marched  ftrait  towards  them  from  Mount  St. 

Eloi,  approached  them  within  half  a  canon  ffiot, 
and  fkirted  along  them  at  the  fame  diftanee  for  two 
whole  hours. 

The  Spaniards,  whofe  lines  of  circumvallationDefa-iption 
were  twelve  foot  broad  and  ten  deep,  with  an  ad-®-^,^" 
vance-ditch,  nine  foot  in  breadth,  and  fix  in  depth, 
had  built  redoubts  and  little  forts  at  certain  diftances, 
planted  artillery  in  all  parts,  and  raifed  Epaulments 
to  cover  themfelves  from  the  canon.  In  the  fpace 
between  the  circumvallation  and  its  advance-ditch, 
they  had  dug  twelve  rows  of  holes  or  little  wells 
four  foot  deep,  and  a  foot  and  a  half  over,  difpofed 
chequer-wife,  and  in  the  intervals  they  had  fixed 
pallifades  a  foot  and  a  half  high  to  flop  and  hamper 
the  horfes.  In  fhort,  they  had  fortified  their  camp 
with  all  kinds  of  works,  even  fuch  as  were  leaft  in 
life.  In  thefe  lines  of  a  wide  circumference,  the 
Spanifh  quarter  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Fuen- 
faldagne  was  to  the  north,  on  the  fide  of  the  road  to 
Lens :  The  Prince  of  Conde  at  the  head  of  the 
French,  and  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg  with  his 
troops,  were  ported  to  the  fouth  :  the  quarter  where 
the  Archduke  was  lodged  with  the  German  and 
Flemifh  forces  reached  on  the  eaft,  from  Courtrai- 
road  to  the  Scarp :  Dom  Fernand  de  Solis  with  the 
Italians,  and  Prince  Francois  de  Lorrain  with  his 
troops  extended  themfelves  on  the  weft  from  Perne 
to  the  fouth. 

While  the  Vifcount  was  fkirting  along  pretty  near  The  Vif- 
the  quarter  of  Dom  Fernand  de  Solis,  the  canon  ofcou.nt  tak<? 
the  Spaniards  killed  feveral  of  his  foldiers.  Some  ImtT  °ft  ' 
of  the  officers  apprehending  a  yet  greater  mifchief, 
could  not  forbear  murmuring,  and  even  reprefent- 

ing 
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■  ing  to  the  Vifcount,  that  by  going  fo  near,  he  ex- 
pofed  the  whole  body  of  the  troops  that  were  with  him 
toa-n  unavoidable  defeat,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fhould 
Tally  out  of  their  lines  and  attack  it.  The  Vifcount 
confeffed,  that  he  would  not  have  ventured  to  do  on 
the  Prince  of  Conde’s  fide,  what  he  did  on  the  fide 
of  the  Spaniards  quarters,  but  that  he  was  fo  well 
acquainted  with  their  exceffive  caution,  as  to  be  very 
fure  that  Dom  Fernand  would  not  undertake  any 
thing,  till  he  had  firft  fent  for  orders  to  the  Count  de 
Fuenfaldagne  the  Spanifh  Generaliffimo  •,  that  the 
Count  would  go  himfelf  to  fpeak  of  the  matter  to 
the  Archduke  *,  that  the  Archduke  would  not  fail 
to  invite  the  Prince  of  Conde  to  a  Council,  and  that 
while  all  thefe  were  confulting  one  another,  he 
fhould  have  time  enough  to  reconnoitre  the  lines, 
and  to  retire  *.  Every  thing  happened  juft  as  he 
had  forefeen,  and  the  Spaniards  came  to  no  conclu- 
fion  to  attack  till  it  was  too  late. 

The  Governor  of  Arras,  foon  after,  fent  word  to 
the  French  Generals,  that  he  had  but  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  powder  left,  and  that  if  he  were  not  fpeedily 
relieved,  he  fhould  be  forced  to  capitulate.  At  the 
fame  time  the  Marquis  de  Boutteville  leaving  Aire 
widi  the  convoy,  marched  by  the  Douay-road  and 
entered  the  lines  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  through 
the  fault  of  an  officer  who  neglected  to  give  notice 
of  it.  This  news  ought  to  have  haftened  the  attack 
of  the  lines  :  itis  neverthelefs  probable,  that  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Vifcount’s  refolution,  it  would  never  have 
been  done.  The  Duke  of  York  and  the  Count  de 
Broglio  join’d  with  him  in  opinion  •,  but  the  greateft 
part  of  the  other  Generals,  from  motives  of  private  in- 
tereft,  reprefented  this  enterprize  as  very  rafh.  Mar- 
fhal  d’Hocquincourt  and  his  officers  propofed  the 
making  only  a  flight  attempt,  juft  fufficient  to  fave 
the  honour  of  the  French  army.  La  Ferte  fent  a  trum- 

*  Thefe  particulars  are  copied  from  the  Duke  of  York’s  Memoirs* 

pet. 
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pet,  who  ruffiing  boldly  into  Turenne’s  tent,  while  An.  1654.' 
he  was  at  table  with  feveral  officers,  had  the  afiiir- 
ance  in  his  prefence  to  make  fuch  a  defeription  of 
the  lines  as  was  enough  to  intimidate  thofe  that  heard 
him.  But  thefe  things  ferved  only  to  confirm  the 
Vifcount  in  his  determination  :  he  reprefented  to  the 
Generals,  that  fuch  a  trial  as  was  propofed,  inftead 
of  faving  their  reputation,  would  have  a  quite  con¬ 
trary  effedt ;  that  they  would  be  juftly  cenfured  for 
having  facrificed  the  foldiersto  nopurpofe  •,  that  by 
going  heartily  to  work  with  feveral  battalions  in  a 
front  they  would  certainly  find  fome  part  weaker 
than  the  reft,  by  which  thofe  who  ffiould  be  re- 
pulfed  elfewhere  might  enter  *,  that  in  cafe  the  at¬ 
tack  was  made  in  the  night,  the  troops  in  no  one  of 
the  enemy’s  quarters  would  dare  to  quit  their  poll, 
in  order  to  fuccour  thofe  in  another,  before  day¬ 
light,  becaufe  they  would  be  in  pain  for  themfelves ; 
or  if  they  did  give  any  affiftance,  it  would  be  only 
to  thofe  the  neareft  to  them.  He  took  every  occa- 
fion  to  difeourfe  with  the  officers  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  attack  ffiould  be  made,  of  the  difficulties 
they  would  have  to  ftruggle  with,  and  the  expedi¬ 
ents  necefiary  to  furmount  them.  He  recommended 
to  them  above  all  things  to  keep  the  foldiers  together 
and  in  good  order,  when  they  ffiould  have  got 
within  the  lines,  for  fear  of  their  ftraying  in  the 
dark  ;  to  obferve  an  exaft  difeipline  as  they  advan¬ 
ced,  not  fuffering  the  men  to  leave  their  ranks  for 
the  fake  of  plundering.  •,  and  laftly,  not  to  go 
ftrait  to  the  town,  but  to  march  along  the  line, 
and  drive  their  enemies  quite  out  of  it  before  they 
fuccoured  their  friends  f. 

The  Court  which  was  then  at  Peronne,  fent  an  The  c°urt 
order  for  attacking  *,  the  day  fixed  was  the  24th  of/e"  ^attack 
Auguft,  the  eve  of  St.  Louis.  It  was  refolved  to 


sr.i  the  army 

inarches 

thither. 
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An.  1 654.  and  that  part  of  Fuenfaldagne’s  which  was  neareft 
to  it,  thefe  places  being  the  weakeft,  and  the  far- 
theft  from  the  Prince  of  Conde  ;  and  to  have 
at  the  fame  time  three  falfe  attacks,  one  on  the  fide 
of  Conde,  a  fecond  on  the'  further  part  of  Fuen- 
faldagne’s  quarter,  and  the  third  at  that  of  Duke 
Francis  of  Lorrain.  The  foldiers  provided  them- 
felves  with  fafcines,  hurdles,  and  all  the  tools  necef- 
fary  for  fuch  an  enterprize  ;  publick  prayers  were 
offered  at  the  head  of  each  battalion  and  each  fqua- 
dron  *,  at  fun-  fet  the  armies  began  to  crofs  the  Scarp 
over  four  bridges  •,  no  troops  were  left  to  guard  the 
baggage,  becaufe  it  was  to  follow,  immediately  after 
funrife ;  the  pioneers  advanced  at  the  head  of  each  bat¬ 
talion  •,  each  trooper  carried  before  him  two  fafcines, 
and  the  mufketeers  carefully  concealed  their  lighted 
matches.  The  march  wasmade  in  filence,  and  with 
fq  much  order  and  exadtnefs,  that  they  arrived  pre- 
cifely  at  the  place  and  time  appointed  for  joining  the 
troops  of  Hocquincourt,  but  the  latter  were  not  yet 
come.  The  moon  which  had  fhined  till  then,  went 
down  ;  the  weather  grew  cloudy,  and  a  wind  rifing 
and  blowing  from  the  enemies  camp  hindred  them 
from  hearing  any  noife.  Turenne  and  la  Ferte, 
without  waiting  for  Hocquincourt,  made  their  troops 
turn  to  the  left,  and  march  with  a  wide  front  ftrait  to 
the  lines,  from  which  they  were  about  half  a  league 
diftant. 

D'pnfitv'n  Turenne  divided  the  eight  Lieutenant  Generals 
who  commanded  under  him,  equally  between  the 
horfe  and  foot ;  the  Count  de  Broglio  headed  the 
regiments  of  Picardy  and  Swils  guards  on  the  right ; 
Du  Paffage  the  battalions  of  La  Feuillade  in  the 
center,  and  the  Count  de  Caftelnau  thofe  of  Du 
Pieffis  and  Turenne  on  the  left.  The  cavalry  which 
was  to  fuftain  them  amounted  to  four  and  -twenty 
fquadrons.  De  Bar  was  in  the  right  wing,  the  Duke 
of  York  in  the  left,  and  Eclinvilliers  in  the  center. 

Roncherolles 
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Roncherolles  commanded  a  body  ofreferve  of  three  An.  1654. 
battalions  of  foot,  and  the  Count  de  l’lflebonne  ano- 
ther  of  horfe.  La  Ferte  who  was  polled  on  the  left 
of  Turenne  over  againft  the  confines  of  the  quarters 
of  Dom  Fernand  and  Fuenfaldagne,  had  a  linecon- 
fifting  of  fix  battalions,  two  lines  of  horfe  behind 
it,  and  feveral  fquadrons  of  referve.  The  right 
was  left  for  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt,  who  was  to 
have  a  front  of  four  battalions  fupported  by  a  line 
of  horfe,  and  then  a  fecond  line  of  foot  and  fome 
fquadrons. 

Two  hundred  paces  from  the  lines,  the  windTheatttack 
quickening  the  fire  of  the  matches,  and  the  glow01'  *  me9> 
being  the  brighter  for  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
they  were  all  on  a  fudden  difcovered,  and  made  a 
kind  of  illumination,  which  gave  the  enemy  the 
firft  alarm  •,  inftantly  they  fired  three  canon,  and 
lighted  up  their  lanthorns  all  along  the  circumvalla- 
tion.  In  the  mean  time  the  infantry  of  Turenne’s  firft 
line  patted  the  advance-ditch,  covered  the  little  wells, 
tore  down  the  pallifades,  and  finding  lefs  refiftance 
than  they  had  at  firft  apprehended,  went  on  to  the 
fecond  ditch  :  fome  of  them  patted  it  even  before  it 
was  filled  up,  and  Fifica,  a  Captain  in  Turenne’s 
regiment,  planted  the  colours  of  his  company  on 
1  the  parapet,  crying  out  vive  'Turenne  *.  This  was 
no  more  than  was  neceftiry  to  encourage  the  reft  of 
the  battalions,  who  being  ftill  full  of  diffidence,  durft 
not  approach  :  but  then  all  taking  courage  equally, 

:  the  five  battalions  broke  through  the  feveral  places, 

;  and  made  a  way  for  the  cavalry.  La  Ferte’s  at¬ 
tack  had  not  been  fo  fortunate  •,  the  greateft  part  of 
his  foldiers  could  not  puffi  to  the  fecond  ditch,  they 
i  were  vigoroufly  repulfed  by  the  Spaniards,  nor  were 
they  able  afterwards  to  enter  the  lines  but  by  the 
help  of  Turenne’s  troops.  D’Hocquincourt  not  ar¬ 
riving  till  towards  morning,  found  the  enemy  in  a 

*  MSSi  of  the  Abbe  Raguenet. 
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An.  1654.  confirmation,  and  therefore  eafily  made  his  way 
Vy-w/  through  Dorn  Fernand’s  quarter  into  that  of  Duke 
Francis  of  Lorrain.  The  Italians  and  Lorrainers 
being  forced  in  all  polls,  forfook  their  intrenchments, 
carrying  diforder  and  terror  into  the  other  quarters. 
The  day  was  beginning  to  break,  when  Conde 
alone,  having  crofs’d  through  the  Archduke’s  quar¬ 
ter  and  advifed  him  to  think  of  a  retreat,  marched 
with  what  cavalry  he  could  get  together  to  Hop  the 
fury  of  the  French.  He  fell  firft  upon  thofe  who 
were  bufied  in  plundering,  then  beat  la  Ferte,  who 
inconfiderately  came  down  from  an  eminence  *,  but 
he  durfi:  not  pulh  him,  becaufe  he  perceived  a  body 
of  troops  that  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the  poll  which 
the  Marlhal  had  quitted,  and  he  retired  to  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  hill,  with  an  intention  as  foon  as  his  infan¬ 
try  Ihouldjoin  him,  to  go  and  attack  thofe  troops 
he  faw  upon  the  eminence.  Turenne  (for  it  was 
he)  had  there  affembled  all  the  troops  he  could,  and 
caufed  fome  canon  to  be  brought  thither  •,  the  fire  of 
this  artillery  ftopt  the  battalions  which  Conde  would 
have  march’d  againft  him,  and  fo  difcouraged  them* 
that  in  fpight  of  all  the  Prince  could  do,  he  was 
obliged  to  defift  ;  and  the  more,  that,  at  the  fame 
time,  Callelnau,  who  had  entered  Arras,  fallied  out 
from  thence  with  Mondejeu  and  all  the  cavalry  of 
the  place  *. 

Conde  quits  Conde  and  Turenne,  without  being  told  it,  guefs’d 
the  lines,  each  of  them  where  the  other  was.  By  the  prudent 
conduct  fhown  in  not  pufhing  la  Ferte  too  far,  the 
Vifcount  judged  that  Conde  commanded  the  troops 
which  had  beaten  him  •,  and  the  Prince  did  not  doubt 
but  it  was  Turenne  who  had  polled  himfelf  upon  the 
eminence  before  mentioned,  and  durll  not  attack 
him.  The  Vifcount  fatisfy’d  with  having  forced 
the  Prince  to  quit  his  poll,  did  not  think  proper  to 
purfue  him.  The  Marquis  de  Bellefond  having  lefs 

*  The  Life  of  Conde. 
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difcretion,  attacked  the  Prince’s  rear-guard  in  its  paf- An.  1654; 
fage  over  the  Scarp,  but  was  fo  warmly  receiv’d,  asG'V’X^ 
to  be  forced  to  retire  with  lofs.  Conde  crofs’d  the 
river,  quitted  his  intrenchments,  rallied  his  fcattered 
troops,  and  marched  them  in  good  order  to  Cam- 
brai.  The  other  Generals  of  the  enemy  followed  his 
example  as  well  as  they  could.  The  Archduke  and 
the  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne  made  their  efcape  with 
only  one  fquadron  or  two,  by  the  road  to  Douai, 
through  the  baggage  of  the  French  army.  Leo¬ 
pold  was  known,  and  would  have  been  taken  prifo- 
ner,  had  any  troops  been  left  in  the  camp  of  Mouchi 
le  Preux. 

Marlhal  d’Hocquincourt,  who  had  entered  the  Marfin  does 
lines  with  his  horfe,  had  found  no  obftacle  in  histhe  famc* 
way,  till  he  came  to  the  brook  that  divided  the 
Lorrainers  quarter  from  that  of  Conde  :  but  he  had 
there  met  with  the  Count  de  Marfin  at  the  head  of 
feveral  fquadrons,  who  defended  the  paflage  fo  well, 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  infantry  of  that  quarter 
had  time  to  efcape.  Marfin  retired  in  good  order, 
quitted  the  lines,  and  joined  the  Prince  of  Conde  at 
the  time  that  he  was  rallying  the  troops. 

Thole  who  commanded  the  two  falfe  attacks  made  what  paired 
by  the  troops  of  la  F'erte  and  Hocquincourt  fol- 
lowed  their  orders  exadtly,  and  fucceeded  in  what 
they  undertook  •,  and  the  foldiers  enriched  them- 
felves  with  the  booty  they  found  in  the  quarters  of 
the  Spaniards  and  Lorrainers.  Traci,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  third  falfe  attack  that  was  to  be  made 
by  the  troops  of  Turenne,  was  not  fo  fortunate  •,  he 
had  marched  towards  the  quarters  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  which  were  diredlly  oppofite  to  thofe  of 
Dom  Fernand,  and  ftaid  in  a  bottom  purfuant  to. 
his  orders,  waiting  till  the  general  attack  fhould 
begin  •,  but  the  diftance  and  the  wind  having  hin¬ 
dered  him  from  hearing  the  noife  of  what  pafs’d  in 
the  camp,  he  learnt  nothing  of  it  till  day-break, 
when  he  faw  the  enemy  retiring.  The 
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An.  1654.  The  lofs  was  very  inconfiderable  in  the  King’s 
army  •,  Turenne  had  a  contufion  by  a  mufket  ball ; 
fuftained  by  the  Count  de  Broglio’s  thigh  was  broke  by  ano- 
the  spani-  pher  *,  very  few  of  the  fubalterns  were  kill’d,  and 
not  above  three  or  four  hundred  of  the  foldiers. 
The  enemy  loft  near  3000  men  kill’d  or  taken  pri- 
foners  •,  63  pieces  of  canon,  2000  waggons,  9000 
horfes,  all  the  equipage  of  the  officers,  and  the  bag¬ 
gage  of  the  whole  army. 

The  vif-  It  was  during  this  fiege  that  la  Ferte  having  found 
deration?0*  a  foldier  of  the  Vifcount’s  guards  without  the  camp, 
afked  him  how  he  durft  go  out  of  the  lines  *,  and 
without  waiting  for  an  anfwer  went  up  to  him,  and 
beat  him  feverely.  The  Vifcount,  when  the  fol- 
dier  came  and  prefented  himfelf  all  bloody,  faid  to 
him,  You  muft  certainly  have  been  extremely  in  faulty 
fince  you  could  provoke  the  Marjhal  to  treat  you  in  this 
manner \  and  inftantly  ordered  the  Lieutenant  of  his 
guards  to  take  him  back  totheMarffial  with  this  com¬ 
pliment,  “  that  he  was  very  much  concern’d  that 
“  the  man  ffiould  have  fail’d  in  his  refpedt  to  him, 
“  and  that  he  delivered  him  up  into  his  hands  to 
“  puniffi  him  as  he  thought  proper.”  The  whole 
army  was  aftoniffied  *,  and  the  Marfhal  being  him¬ 
felf  furpriz’d  cried  out :  What ,  is  this  man  to  be 
always  wife ,  and  I  always  a  fool  ? 

Turenne  re-  The  news  of  the  fiege  being  rais’d,  was  fpread  far 
Commander an^  wide,  and  excited  theadmiration  of  all  who  heard 
in  chief  of  of  it.  Several  of  the  Princes  of  Germany,  and  the 
the  army.  moft  erninent  Generals  in  Europe,  wrote  to  the  Vif¬ 
count  to  congratulate  him,  particularly  the  Land¬ 
grave  of  Hefle  *.  The  Duke  of  York,  afterthe  acti¬ 
on,  was  fent  with  2000  horfe  to  Peronne,  where  the 
Court  then  refided,  to  efcort  it  to  Arras :  it  ftay’d 
there  fome  days,  the  army  incamping  in  the  enemy’s 
lines,  where  they  found  abundance  of  forage.  The 
Lft  day  of  Auguft  the  French  marched  towards 

*  See  the  authorities.  No.  VIII, 
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Cambrai :  the  Court  returning  to  Peronne.  La  Fer-  An.  1654, 
te  and  d’Hocquincourt  followed  the  King,  fo  that 
the  Vifcount  remained  alone  at  the  head  of  the 
army. 

The  fixth  of  September  the  Vifcount  marched  The  vif- 
towards  Quenoi,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it  the  ^noUnd 
next  day,  the  garrifon  being  weak,  and  the  Spa-  Bushes, 
niards  having  demolifhed  the  out-works.  He  gave 
orders  for  rebuilding  the.  old  fortifications,  and  mak  ¬ 
ing  new  ones,  and  then  laid  fiege  tp  Binches,  and 
carried  it :  he  ftaid  there  till  the  22d,  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Quenoi,  to  {lore  the  magazins.  In  thele 
marches  and  counter-marches  he  gave  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Generals  more  employment  than  ufual,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  furprize  from  the  Spaniards, 
who  had  reafiembled  the  remains  of  their  army  un¬ 
der  the  canon  of  Mons,  to  cover  Brufiels.  There 
were  three  Lieutenant  Generals  upon  duty  •,  one 
marched  with  the  cavalry  of  the  van,  another  with 
the  infantry,  and  the  third  headed  the  cavalry  of 
the  rear  :  he  ordered  them,  when  they  came  to  any 
brook  to  make  the  cavalry  pafs  at  the  right  and  left, 
with  the  ihfantry  in  the  middle  •,  the  baggage  fet  out 
at  day-break,  efcorted  by  fix  or  eight  fquadrons  ; 
the  vanguard  followed  with  the  heavy  canon,  and 
the  reft  of  the  artillery  was  in  the  rear-guard.  The 
army  inarched  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  could  at 
any  time  draw  up  in  battalia  without  confufion. 

When  it  came  to  any  defile  the  rear-guard  faced 
about  with  the  field-pieces,  while  the  van  went  for¬ 
ward  •,  when  the  van  was  pafs’d,  this  alfo  faced 
about,  leaving  a  fufficient  fpace  for  the  troops  that 
were  following  to  range  themlelves  in  battle  :  this 
order  wasoblerved,  till  the  whole  army  had  palled 
the  defile  ^  then  it  moved  all  together,  and  conti¬ 
nued  its  march.  The  Vifcount  took  all  thefe  pre¬ 
cautions,  becaufe  he  apprehended  he  fhould  be  at¬ 
tacked  :  and  in  reality  the  Prince  of  Conde  did  draw 
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An.  1654.  near  him  at  the  head  of  forty  fquadrons,  and  fol- 
lowed  him  a  long  time  within  reach  of  canon-lhot, 
to  a  pafs  near  Maubeuge  :  but  feeing  the  quicknefs 
with  which  the  French  troops  faced  about,  and  the 
good  order  they  obferved,  he  returned  the  way  he 
came  without  harafling  them.  Turenne  ftaid  at 
Quenoi  to  the  end  of  September,  then  marched  to¬ 
wards  Cambrefis,  and  ftaid  a  few  weeks  on  the 
frontier :  after  which,  having  taken  and  demolifhed 
fome  caftles  thereabouts,  he  fent  away  his  troops 
into  their  quarters,  and  went  himfelf  to  Paris,  where 
his  prefence  was  like  to  be  neceflary. 
cardinal  de  The  civil  feuds  were  going  to  be  rekindled  by 
out'of  prifon*  the  intrigues  of  Cardinal  de  Retz,  had  not  an 
and  goes  into  accident  put  a  flop  to  it.  The  Coadjutor,  who 
Italy*  had  been  removed  from  the  Caftle  of  Vincennes  to 
that  of  Nantes,  having  found  means  to  efcape  out 
of  prifon,  took  poft  in  order  to  get  fpeedily  to 
Paris,  fhew  himfelf  to  the  people  in  the  pub- 
lick  market,  and  make  new  barricades  but  as  he 
was  galloping  along  the  fuburbs  of  Nantes,  having 
cocked  his  piftol  to  fire  at  one  of  the  guards  that 
purfued  him,  hishorfe  ftarted,  fell  and  threw  him ;  his 
lhoulder  being  put  out  of  joint  by  the  fall,  he  could 
not  continue  his  journey,,  and  hid  himfelf  in  a  hay- 
ftack.  The  Gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  ri- 
fing  in  his  favour,  he  efcaped  to  Belle-Ifte,  changed 
his  drefs,  got  into  a  fifh-boat,  landed  at  St.  Sebaf- 
tian  in  Spain,  and  from  thence  went  to  Rome,  where 
Pope  Innocent  X.  received  him  with  marks  of  joy 
and  diftindtion. 

An.  1655.  *  Retz’s  flight  to  fuch  a  diftance,  was  the  more 

lucky  for  the  Court,  as  during  the  winter  the  trou- 
nrU°  v’r"  bles  were  like  to  have  been  revived  on  occafion  of 
a  new  coinage.  Louis  XIV.  appeared  on  his  Throne 
of  juftice  in  the  Parliament,  and  caufed  the  edidt 
for  it  to  be  regiftred  j  but  foon  after  the  feveral 
*  Mem.  de  Menglat  for  this  year, 
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Chambers  afiembled  to  examine  this  edidt,  and  de-An-  i655* 
liberate  on  the  receiving  of  it,  pretending  that  the 
King’s  prefence  had  deprived  them  of  the  freedom 
of  fuffrage.  The  remembrance  of  the  part  giving 
caufe  to  apprehend  the  ill  confequences  of  thefe  de¬ 
liberations,  the  King  went  one  morning  to  the  *  Pa-  p  April. 
lais ,  attended  by  all  the  Court,  and  feating  himfelfwhert:'  th^a 
on  his  Throne,  without  any  preamble  forbad  the  Par-P^™*1* 
liament  to  concern  itfelfin  publick  affairs,  and  then3  'm 
rifing  haftily  went  out,  being  determined  not  to 
hear  any  remonftrance.  Notwithftanding  this  prohi¬ 
bition,  the  Parliament  continued  to  affdmble,  and 
the  minds  of  the  members  grew  every  day  more 
and  more  fowr’d.  The  Cardinal  in  this  exigence 
had  recourfe  to  the  Vifcount’s  prudence,  who  had 
acquired  a  high  reputation  in  the  Councils,  as  well 
as  in  the  army.  Turenne  went  to  the  Firft  Prefi- 
dent ,  laid  before  him,  in  an  affedting  manner,  all 
the  horrors  of  civil  war,  and  made  him.  fenfible, 
that  as  the  fire  of  difcord  was  not  yet  quite  extin- 
guifhed,  the  fmalleft  breath  was  fufficient  to  put 
all  again  into  a  blaze. 

In  the  month  of  June  the  King  went  to  La  Fere,  The  Vif- 
where  he  waited  his  army’s  entring  Hainault,  toundrecks! 
undertake  fome  important  fiege.  To  preferve  Que- 
noi  it  was  neceffary  to  have  Landrecies :  thefe  two 
towns  opened  the  French  a  way  into  the  Spanifh  Low 
Countries.  Turenne’s  army  and  that  of  La  Ferte 
having  joined  near  Guife,  they  marched  together 
towards  Landrecies,  and  inverted  it  the  eighteenth 
of  June.  Such  diligence  was  uled  in  working  atf 
the  circumvallation,  that  it  was  finifhed  in  five 
days,  and  the  camp  was  ftored  with  provifions  for 
a  month.  The  Prince  of  Conde,  who  had  the 
principal  diredtion  of  the  Flemifh  troops,  came 
and  ported  himfelf  at  Vadencourt,  near  Guife, 
to  hinder  provifions  going  to  the  befiegers,  and 
fent  out  parties  to  make  depredations  in  Picardy : 
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An.  1655.  but  as  he  did  not  come  to  this  port  till  the  feventh 
day  after  the  town  was  inverted,  all  his  endeavours 
proved  fruidefs.  Turenne  continued  the  fiege  ; 
and  the  taking  of  Landrecies  paved  the  way  for  all 
the  fucceffes  that  followed  till  the  peace  of  the  Py¬ 
renees.  *  The  detachments  which  the  Prince  fent 
into  Picardy,  as  far  as  Ribemont,  alarmed  the  Court 
very  much.  The  King  had  with  him  only  two 
companies  of  the  regiment  of  guards,  and  the  Spa¬ 
niards  might  eafily  have  carried  him  off ;  but  they 
miffed  this  occafion  for  want  of  forefight :  the  young 
1  July.  King  quitted  La  Fere  in  hafte,  and  retired  to  Laon. 
In  the  mean  time  the  trenches  were  opened  before 
Landrecies-,  there  were  two  approaches,  Turenne’s 
and  La  Ferte’s.  They  carried  on  the  works  with 
fo  much  vigilance,  and  fo  little  lofs,  that  the  feven- 
teenth  day  the  mines  were  fprungundertwo  baftions  of 
the  place  ;  that  on  the  V ifcount’s  fide  making  the 
greateft  breach.  The  Governor  obtained  an  honoura¬ 
ble  capitulation,  and  the  garrifon  was  efcorted  to 
Valenciennes. 

The  vif-  The  army  of  the  befiegers  continued  fome  days 
theHP'ffeS  at  landrecies,  to  level  the  lines,  and  repair  the 
andtlie1Ue  breaches,  and  the  Spaniards  retired  between  Mons 
^eltdhtoat'and  Valenciennes  behind  the  Sambre  and  Scheld, 
Spaniards,  not  thinking  themfelves  in  a  condition  to  hazard  a 
battle.  Far  from  being  able  to  make  a  new  irrup¬ 
tion  into  France,  they  were  reduced  to  confine  their 
views  to  the  watching  of  the  Vifcount’s  motions,  and 
the  hindring  him  from  undertaking  any  other  fiege. 
The  King  joined  the  army  at  Guife,  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  troops,  and  marched  along  the  Sam¬ 
bre,  down  as  far  as  Thuin,  a  town  belonging  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Liege.  He  then  croffed  that  river, 
advanced  to  Bavai,  and  intended  to  enter  into  the 
heart  of  the  country  by  parting  the  Haine,  which 
runs  through  the  middle  of  Hainault,  and  gave  it 

*  Monglat,  Mem.  of  this  year,  p.  84. 
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its  name.  Upon  viewing  the  pafiages  it  was  Found  An.  1655. 
that  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  ftrong  intrenchments,  W"’V’N/' 
and  at  certain  diftances  raifed  redoubts  and  plat¬ 
forms  all  along  the  ftream  from  St.  Guiflain  to 
Conde.  The  difficulty  of  forcing  thefe  works  was 
increafed  by  the  difficulty  of  approaching  the  river 
in  a  country  full  of  ditches,  and  eafily  laid  under 
water,  and  where  there  was  but  one  caufey,  which 
led  to  the  bridge  of  the  Haine.  A  council  was  held, 
the  King  prefent  •,  Cardinal  Mazarin,  the  Duke  of 
York,  the  Marlhals  Turenne,  la  Ferte,  Villeroi, 
Gramont,  and  Pleffis-Praflin  affifted  at  it.  The 
minifter  having  with  eloquence  fet  forth  how  glori¬ 
ous  it  would  be  to  pafs  the  river  in  prefence  of  a 
formidable  army,  they  were  going  to  refolve  upon 
forcing  the  bridge  •,  but  the  Vifcount  oppofed  it, 
ffiow’d  the  difficulties  that  would  attend  it,  and 
propofed  a  fafer  expedient.  As  he  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  country,  he  reprefented  to  them, 
that  by  eroding  the  Scheld  a  little  below  Bouchain, 
leaving  Valenciennes  on  the  right,  and  repairing  the 
fame  river  at  Conde,  they  would  be  able  to  come 
upon  the  enemy  in  flank,  render  all  their  intrench¬ 
ments  ufelefs,  and  without  hazarding  the  lives  of  the 
King’s  foldiers,  oblige  the  Spaniards  to  quit  their 
poll.  The  Cardinal  and  all  the  Generals  coming 
over  to  his  opinion,  the  army  marched  from  Bavai 
to  Bouchain  •,  of  which  when  the  enemy  had  notice, 
they  decamped  to  draw  near  Valenciennes.  The 
Prince  of  Conde  at  firft  oppofed  this  march,  but 
finding  that  he  could  not  flop  the  Spanifh  Generals, 
he  protefted  that  he  would  not  leave  his  poft  upon 
the  Haine,  if  they  did  not  promife  him  to  make  a 
vigorous  defence  upon  the  Scheld.  They  promifed, 
and  then  palling  the  river  at  Valenciennes,  went 
and  encamped  near  St.  Amand  in  an  advantageous 
poft,  having  the  town  on  their  left,  woods  on  their 
right,  and  before  them  an  old  line  that  had  been 
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An.  1655. left  on  mount  Azin.  The  King’s  army  continued 
VOfN'  its  march  to  Neuville,  where  it  pafied  the  Scheld  ; 
and  leaving  there  fome  troops  to  fecure  the  baggage 
againft  any  incurfions  of  the  garrifon  of  Bouchain, 
advanced  to  meet  the  enemy.  When  Turenne  was 
got  within  a  league  of  their  camp,  he  halted  to  wait 
for  the  coming  up  of  his  artillery,  and  went  in  per- 
fon  to  view  their  fituation.  Upon  examining  the 
poft  they  were  in,  he  judged  that  they  would  cer¬ 
tainly  defend  it,  and  therefore  ordered  Caftelnau  to 
go  with  all  diligence  with  his  flying  camp,  con¬ 
fiding  of  twelve  fquadrons  and  three  battalions,  and 
place  himfelf  on  the  right  of  the  enemy  towards  the 
high  road  to  St.  Amarid,  and  endeavour  to  attack 
them  in  flank,  while  he  attacked  them  in  front. 
Scarce  was  Caftelnau  arrived  at  the  place  appointed, 
when  he  perceived  the  Spaniards  retiring  towards 
Conde  :  he  gave  notice  of  it  to  the  Vifcount,  who  in- 
ftantly  fent  him  word  to  fall  upon  their  rear,  that  fo 
he  might  have  time  to  come  up  with  the  body  of  the 
army.  The  Arch-duke,  and  the  Count  de  Fuen- 
faldagne  were  no  fooner  informed  that  Marfhal  Tu¬ 
renne  had  pafled  the  Scheld,  and  was  marching  to¬ 
wards  them,  but  they  repented  of  the  promifes  they 
had  made  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  left  their  new 
poft,  without  confulting  him.  The  Prince  had  the 
firft  notice  of  it  by  an  Aid  de  Camp,  who  came  to 
tell  him  that  the  Arch-duke  was  retiring,  and  begged 
him  to  cover  the  retreat,  tho’  it  was  the  Spaniards 
turn  that  day  to  make  the  rear-guard.  Thus  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  this  war,  the  dilatorinefs  or  pre¬ 
cipitation,  the  timidity  or  want  of  ski'll  in  theSpanifh 
Generals  difconcerted  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  meafures. 
CafeWs  The  Prince  would  have  been  reduced  to  great  ex- 
miitake.  tremities,  had  Caftelnau  followed  the  inftrucftions  he 
receiv’d  ;  but  inftead  of  attacking  the  enemy  whom 
he  came  up  with  at  the  bridge  of  Beuvrage,  he  let 
himfelf  be  amufed  by  fome  of  the  Prince  of  Conde’s 
2  officers  j 
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officers  ;  they  defired  to  fpeak  with  him  *,  he  con- An.  1655. 
Tented  and  halted  for  Tome  ume ;  and  while  diey  were 
complimenting  one  another,  the  Prince  ol  Conde 
quicken’d  his  march,  and  Caftelnau  was  cheated  by 
his  own  politenefs.  The  enemy  gain’d  the  Scheld, 
eroded  it,  drew  up  in  battalia  on  the  other  Tide, 
broke  down  the  bridges,  and  the  Tame  day  went  to 
Tournai.  1 

The  Vifcount  came  up  food  after,  and  Caftelnau  Perfonai 
gave  him  an  ingenuous  relation  of  what  had  hap-  ^,a”neit^e‘ 
pened  •,  and  Colonel  St.  Lieu  allured  him,  that  the  vifcount  and 
bridges  having  been  broken  down  in  a  little  too^^^e, , 
much  hurry,  the  hindmoft  fquadrons  of  the  Prince 
had  palTed  the  river  by  fwimming.  The  French 
army  encamped  at  Frane  near  Conde,  and  Turenne 
that  very  night  wrote  to  the  Cardinal,  who  was  with 
the  Court  at  Quenoi,  giving  an  account  of  all  that  had 
pafs’d.  This  letter  was  intercepted,  and  the  Prince  of 
Conde  was  extremely  offended  *  at  the  contents  of  it. 

The  Vifcount  however  had  hardly  once  fpoke  of 
himfelf  in  it ;  nor  had  he  dwelt  on  the  falfe  fteps 
the  Spaniards  had  taken  in  coming  to  meet  him, 
and  then  retiring  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  war  *, 
nor  on  the  confufion  in  which  they  had  quitted  the 
moft  advantageous  poft  in  the  world,  and  all  the 
rivers  ;  and  this  with  an  army,  which  had  they  not 
weakened  it  by  conceiving  a  jealoufy  of  their  towns 
without  reafon,  was  no  ways  inferior  to  that  of  the 
King  •,  he  had  mentioned  thofe  faults  as  committed 
contrary  to  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  advice  ;  and  he 
had  enlarged  only  on  the  perplexity  the  Spaniards 
had  thrown  the  Prince  into,  by  obliging  him  to 
cover  the  retreat  that  day  *  adding,  that  had  it  not 
been  for  Caftelnau’s  miftake,  he  fhould  have  fallen 
on  the  Prince’s  rear-guard,  fome  fquadrons  of  which 
had  been  obliged  to  fwim  over  the  Scheld. 


Tdi® 
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An.  1655.  The  Prince  neverthelefs  took  great  offence  at  the 
relation,  and  fent  a  trumpet  to  the  Vifcount  with  a 
very  {harp  letter  •,  wherein,  among  other  harffi 
things,  were  thefe  words,  Had  you  been  in  the  van 
of  your  army ,  whiljl  I  was  in  the  rear  of  mine ,  you 
would  have  feen  things  better ,  and  not  have  given 
accounts  fo  remote  fro7n  the  truth.  The  Prince  fent 
alfo  to  a  great  many  officers  of  the  King’s  army  a 
kind  of  manifefto,  in  which  he  juftihed  his  conduit, 
and  complain’d  bitterly  of  the  Vifcount-,  and  he  fig- 
nified  to  M.  de  la  Ferte,  that  Turenne  did  not 
fpeak  handfomely  of  him  in  his  relation, 

Turenne  received  the  Prince’s  letter  in  prefence  of 
a  great  many  of  his  officers,  to  whom  he  immedi¬ 
ately  fnowed  it  •,  not  thinking  himfelf  obliged  to 
anfwer  it,  he  only  told  the  trumpet,  That  he  fhould 
be  punifhed  if  he  brought  him  any  more  fuch  letters. 
From  this  time  thofe  two  Generals  did  not  treat  one 
another  with  the  fame  regard  as  hitherto,  nor  were 
they  fully  reconciled  till  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees, 
Conde  and  The  next  day  the  French  wrought  on  fome  bridges 
st.  Guiflain  above  the  town  of  Conde,  with  a  view  to  befiege  it. 

Its  walls  were  not  much  better  than  the  lines  of  a 
camp  :  but  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  made  amends 
for  the  weaknefs  of  the  ramparts.  One  half  of  the 
army  was  employed  in  the  fiege,  while  Turenne  and 
la  Ferte  covered  it  with  the  ether  half.  The  nrft 
night  the  beliegers  met  with  fo  much  refiftance, 
that  the  two  Marfhals  were  obliged  to  come  in  per- 
fon  to  carry  on  one  of  the  approaches.  Bur  the  at¬ 
tacks  were  continued  with  fuch  vigour,  that  the 
town  furrendered  the  third  day  after  opening  the 
trenches,  and  the  garrifon  confifting  of  2000  men, 
was  efcorted  to  the  neareft  town  poffefs’d  by  the 
enemy.  As  the  King’s  army  was  far  advanced 
within  their  country,  and  as  the  Spaniards  knew 
not  what  it  would  undertake  next,  they  threw  troops 
into  all  their  towns,  thereby  weakened  their  army, 

and 
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and  durft  not  approach  in  a  body.  That  which  An.  1655’ 
commonly  happens  after  a  feries  of  bad  fuccefs, 
happened  to  them  •,  they  fear’d  more  than  they  needed 
to  do,  and  took  precautions  even  againft  impoffi- 
bilities.  Alter  the  taking  of  Conde,  the  King’s 
army  marched  ftrait  to  St.  Guiflain,  fituate  in  a  very 
flat  country,  and  watered  by  the  river  Haine.  The 
enemy  flooded  the  country  fo,  that  there  was  no 
poflibility  of  digging  to  make  a  circumvallation : 
the  approaches  were  carried  on  by  blinds  made  of 
fafcines :  this  however  did  not  hinder  the  place  from 
being  taken  in  three  days,  with  very  little  lofs  on 
the  French  fide.  Turenne  having  put  more  than 
4000  men  into  the  conquer’d  towns,  repaired  and 
jfinifhed  the  fortifications  of  Conde  and  St.  Guiflain, 
ftored  the  magazines  with  all  forts  of  provifions,  con- 
fumed  the  forage  in  the  country  all  round,  he  marched 
the  1 2th  of  October  to  Barlaimont,  the  2  2d  to  the  ^d°^°ber* 
Abbey  of  Marolles,  and  about  the  beginning  of 
November  to  Ribemont.  There  he  received  or¬ 
ders  to  quit  the  army,  and  repair  to  the  Court  at 
Compiegne,  on  account  of  an  important  affair. 

Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  much  offended  with  the  Varfha1. 
Cardinal,  who  had  taken  from  him  the  command  couvtWea- 
of  the  army,  and  had  fcarce  employ’d  him  at  all fonable  de' 
fince  the  fiege  of  Etampes,  and  being  fallen  in  love  Mtted  by  the 
with  a  Lady  of  the  firft  Quality,  whorouzed  his  re- Vifcount* 
fentments,  let  himfelf  be  drawn  into  the  party  of 
the  Spaniards,  upon  the  offers  the  Prince  of  Conde 
made  him  of  the  fum  of  400000  crowns,  and  the 
poft  of  Lieutenant  General  of  Flanders,  if  he  would 
give  up  Ham  and  Peronne,  of  which  places  he  was 
Governor.  Turenne  when  he  arrived  at  Com¬ 
piegne,  confulted  with  the  Cardinal  upon  the  proper 
meafures  to  hinder  the  Marfhal  from  bringing  the 
enemy  into  thofe  two  important  places.  The  Car¬ 
dinal  inclined  to  have  the  army  draw  near  Peronne  ; 
but  the  Vifcount  reprefented  to  him,  that  fuch  a 

motion 
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An.  1 655.  motion  might  provoke  d’Hocquincourt  to  take  fome 

VOT^hafty  ftep,  and  advis’d  to  try  an  accommodation. 
The  negotiation  lafted  fifteen  days,  during  which 
d’Hocquincourt  gave  feparate  audiences  to  the  King’s 
Envoys,  and  thofe  of  Spain,  not  concealing  from 
either  party  what  the  other  offered  him,  as  if  it  had 
been  free  for  him  to  make  what  choice  he  pleafed. 
Mazarin  was  mortally  uneafy  to  fee  the  Court  redu¬ 
ced  to  come  to  a  treaty  with  a  fubjedt  who  fet  up 
the  ftandard  of  rebellion  :  but  the  Spanifh  army  was 
advanced  as  far  as  Cambrai  •,  the  Prince  of  Conde 
with  his  troops  was  but  two  leagues  from  Peronne, 
and  his  party  was  beginning  to  get  new  life  in  Pa¬ 
ris  :  fhould  the  Prince  become  mafter  of  the  two 
towns  in  queftion,  the  civil  broils  would  perhaps  be 
renewed  *,  and  the  King  far  from  continuing  his  con- 
quefts  in  the  Low  Countries,  would  be  obliged  to 
bring  back  the  war  into  the  heart  of  the  Kingdom  : 
fo  critical  a  fituation  required  a  great  deal  of  tem- 
porifing.  Turenne,  like  another  Fabius,  faved  his 
country  by  this  method,  difpofed  Mazarin  to  finifh 
without  violence  an  affair,  which  had  he  employed 
force,  might  have  had  fatal  confequences.  In  ihort, 
the  treaty  was  concluded  :  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt 
left  Peronne,  refign’d  his  Government  in  favour  of 
his  fon,  and  retired  home  with  200000  crowns. 
The  Prince  of  Conde  returned  without  delay  to  join 
the  Spanifh  army  upon  the  Sambre,  and  as  it  was  ap¬ 
prehended,  that  he  might  attack  Conde  or  St.  Gui- 
flain  in  his  retreat,  the  Yifcount  returned  to  the  army, 
and  advanced  with  it  as  far  as  St.  Quentin  :  but  the 
Prince  not  undertaking  any  thing,  the  King  and 
the  Cardinal  went  to  Paris  about  the  beginning  of 
December,  and  the  Yifcount  followed  them  as  foon 
as  he  had  lent  his  army  into  winter  quarters.  It  was 
then,  that  by  the  advice  of  Turenne  the  cavalry 
were  quarter’d  in  the  villages,  and  had  their  pay  af- 
fign’d  them  on  the  land  tax,  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
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pence  a  day  each  trooper:  by  this  means  the  ex- An.  1655. 
pence  of  remittances  was  faved,  and  all  defici- 
encies  were  prevented  •,  the  troops  caufed  themfelves 
to  be  paid  upon  the  fpot *,  the  troopers  difperfed  up 
and  down  in  the  villages,  ferved  them  for  fafe- 
guards,  and  expended  there  a  good  part  of  their 
pay  •,  the  peafants  followed  their  husbandry  with 
more  fecurity  ;  and  contrary  to  the  common  opinion 
a  great  many  villages  got  again  into  a  good 
condition,  by  this  new  method  of  quartering  the 
troops. 

When  all  the  troops  were  in  quarters,  Duke  Dube  Fran- 
Francis  of  Lorrain  finding  that  there  was  no  talk  of^^y, 
fetting  his  brother  at  liberty,  and  that  all  the  officers  tro°ps  defer u 
of  his  army  murmured  againft  the  King  of  Spain  ards!pam' 
for  keeping  their  mafter  prifoner,  got  all  the  Lor- 
rainers  together  into  one  Corps ,  and  marched  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Picardy  •,  from  whence  he  fignified, 
that  he  was  coming  to  put  himfelf  in  the  King’s  fer- 
vice.  Louis  XIV  treated  with  him  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  that  the  Lorrain  troops  ffiould  take  the  oath 
of  fidelity  to  France,  fo  long  as  Duke  Charles 
ffiould  continue  in  prifon  *,  that  after  his  enlarge¬ 
ment,  the  Lorrainers  ffiould  be  free  to  obey  the 
orders  of  their  natural  and  lawful  Sovereign  ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  they  ffiould  be  treated  like 
the  other  troops  in  hisMajefty’s  pay.  Duke  Fran¬ 
cis  came  afterwards  to  Paris  with  his  two  children 
Prince  Ferdinand  and  Prince  Charles.  The  Court 
fpent  the  winter  in  perfect  tranquillity.  The  Car¬ 
dinal  finding  his  authority  eftabliffied,  fuited  himfelf 
to  every  body,  and  managed  each  man  according 
to  his  character :  he  redoubled  hi?  friendffiip  for  the 
Vifcount,  and  trufted  him  with  the  molt  important 
fecrets  of  State. 

About  the  end  of  this  year,  England,  which  had  The  Duke 
been  a  long  time  in  fufpenfe  what  party  to  efpoufe,  Lves* 
declared  for  France.  One  of  the  conditions  of  the  France. 
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■An.  1 65 treaty  was  that  Louis  XIV.  fhould  no  longer  grant 
protection  to  Charles  II.  and  fhould  oblige  his 
brother  the  Duke  of  York  to  leave  the  Kingdom. 
King  Charles  obferving  the  union  that  was  forming 
betweeen  Mazarin  and  Cromwell,  had  the  year 
before  retired  to  Cologne,  where  he  had  been  main¬ 
tained  at  the  expence  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Prin¬ 
ces  of  Germany. 

An.  1656.  In  the  beginning  of  die  year  1656,  Charles  went 
to  Bruflels,  where  he  fign’d  a  treaty  with  the  King  of 
Spain,  andfentto  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York  to 
come  to  him  into  Flanders.  The  Duke  ufed  all 
his  endeavours  to  avoid  leaving  France  :  the  edu¬ 
cation  he  had  there  received,  the  friends  he  had  there 
acquired,  the  high  reputation  he  had  already  gain¬ 
ed  there,  and  perhaps  the  Scots  blood  in  his  veins  *, 
all  thefe  made  it  impoffible  for  him  to  leave  with¬ 
out  regret  a  Nation  he  always  loved.  He  imparted 
his  concern  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  whom  he 
loved  with  the  affection  of  a  Son,  and  alked  his 
advice.  The  Vifcount  advifed  him  to  write  to 
King  Charles,  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  intereft 
in  their  common  misfortunes  both  France  and 
Spain  •,  that  while  the  Duke  of  York  was  engaging 
the  protection  of  his  Molt  Chriftian  Majefty  by  his 
fervices  in  the  army,  Charles  and  his  brother  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter  might  eftablilh  themfelves  in 
the  friendfhip  of  the  Catholick  King ;  that  the 
Spaniards  having  made  no  mention  of  the  Duke  of 
York  in  their  treaty,  did  not  feem  defirous  of  his 
difengaging  himfelf  from  France  ;  that  if  hereafter 
they  fhould  require  it,  Charles  might  privately 
confent  to  his  flaying  in  the  French  army,  and  ap¬ 
pear  angry  with  him  for  his  feeming  difobedience. 
The  Duke  of  York  followed  the  Vifcount’s  advice, 
which  was  approved  of  by  the  Queen  his  mother. 
He  fent  an  exprefs  to  Bruffels  to  King  Charles,  but 
the  King  was  lo  far  from  confenting  to  his  requeft. 
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that  he  ordered  him  to  come  and  join  him  without An-  >656. 
delay  ;  the  Duke  with  the  confent  of  Louis  XIV. 
infhntly  obeyed. 

The  Court  of  Spain  belieying  that  the  ill  fuccefs®0™ 
of  their  affairs  in  Flanders  was  owing  to  the  milun-  and  the 
derftanding  between  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  °f 
Arch-duke,  prevailed  with  the  Emperor  to  recall  come  into 
the  latter,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  Count  de  Fuen-Flamkrs’ 
faldagne :  In  their  place  were  lent  Dom  John  of 
Auftria  natural  fon  of  the  King  of  Spain  •,  and  the 
Marquis  de  Caracena  had  orders  to  accompany  the 
young  Prince,  and  affift  him  with  his  Counfels. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Emperor  formed  great  de-  Negotiation 
figns  for  the  eftablifhment  of  his  only  fon  the  Arch-^F^ebea.nd 
duke,  whom  he  had  already  caufed  to  be  declared  tween 
King  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary,  and  whom  he  in- Spamproves 
tended  for  his  fuccefior  both  in  his  hereditary  Domi-unkccefsfui. 
nions,  and  in  the  Empire.  But  even  this  was  not 
enough  to  fatisfy  his  ambition  :  he  was  defirous 
of  reuniting  the  two  branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Au¬ 
ftria,  by  a  marriage  of  the  Archduke  with  the  In¬ 
fanta  of  Spain,  then  prefumptive  Heirefs  to  the 
Crown.  Cardinal  Mazarin,  who  was  no  lefs  fond 
of  obtaining  that  Princefs  for  the  King  his  mafter, 
difpatched  the  Count  de  Lyonne  Minifter  and  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  to  negotiate  this  important  alliance  : 
the  unexpected  arrival  of  Lyonne  at  a  time  when 
there  was  a  bloody  war  fubfifting  between  the  two 
Crowns,  both  aftonifhed  and  perplexed  the  Court 
of  Madrid.  Philip  the  IV.  having  come  to  a  refo- 
lution  in  Council,  not  to  liften  to  the  King’s  fuit, 
for  fear  he  fhould  acquire  a  rightful  pretenfion  upon 
the  Spanifh  Monarchy,  named  the  Count  de  Peg- 
neranda,  the  ablcft  negotiator  of  his  time,  to  treat 
with  the  French  Minifter.  In  the  very  firft  confe¬ 
rence  Pegneranda  fignified  to  Lyonne,  that  his  jour¬ 
ney  would  prove  fruitlefs,  and  that  the  Catholick 
King  could  not  come  into  a  propofal  fo  advantage¬ 
ous 
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An.  1656.  ous  to  France,  and  fo  dangerous  for  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria. 

The  vif-  This  negotiation  breaking  off,  the  two  Crowns 

Vaienclen^3  prepared  to  pufh  the  war  with  more  vigour  than 
ever.  The  King  left  Paris,  and  repaired  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers  about  the  beginning  of  June  ;  and  Marfhal  de 
la  Ferte  not  being  yet  come  from  his  government 
ofLorrain,  where  he  was  indifpofed,  Turenne  pro- 
pofed  to  befiege  one  of  the  principal  towns  of  Flan¬ 
ders.  The  Spanifh  army  not  being  yet  affembled, 
he  marched  expeditioufly  with  the  bell  part  of  his 
cavalry  to  Conde,  and  thence  towards  Tournai, 
thinking  to  furprize  this  place  which  was  ungar- 
rifon’d  5  but  paffing  by  Mortagne,  where  the  Scarp 
and  the  Scheld  join,  he  learnt  that  there  were  leve- 
ral  Spanifh  regiments  encamped  near  Tournai.  As 
this  town  was  a  good  way  within  the  enemy’s  coun¬ 
try,  and  confequently  at  a  great  diflance  from  the 
places  whence  the  French  could  draw  their  provifi- 
ons  and  ammunition,  he  changed  his  purpofe,  re¬ 
turn’d  to  Conde,  left  his  bridge  at  Mortagne,  un¬ 
der  the  guard  of  a  body  of  troops,  and  marched  to 
Valenciennes,  where  he  arrived  about  the  middle  of 
June.  There  were  in  the  town  no  more  of  regular 
troops  than  2000  foot,  and  200  horfe,  but  the  in¬ 
habitants,  to  the  number  of  10000,  were  equally 
capable  of  ferving. 

The  Scheld  divides  Valenciennes  into  two  parts, 
and  forms  great  moraffes  both  above  and  below  it. 
Between  this  town  and  Conde  are  wide  plains,  and 
on  the  other  fide  the  Scheld  towards  St.  Amand 
ftands  mount  Azin,  which  commands  the  river. 
Turenne  inveftedthe  place  the  very  evening  he  ar¬ 
rived,  drove  the  enemy  from  two  redoubts,  and 
the  day  following  began  his  lines  of  circumvallati- 
on.  La  Ferte’s  army  was  pofted  on  the  eminence 
to  the  right  of  the  river  towards  St.  Amand,  that 
of  Turenne  on  the  left  of  the  river  towards  the  plain ; 

his 
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his  line  of  circumvallation  began  at  the  Abbey  of  An.  1656. 
St.  Sauve  fituate  on  the  bank  of  the  Scheld,  on 
that  fide  of  Valenciennes  which  is  towards  Conde, 
and  ended  at  the  fame  river  on  the  oppofite  fide  to¬ 
wards  Bouchain.  His  quarter,  which  was  on  the 
high  road  to  Quenoi,  was  feparated  from  that  of 
the  Lorrainers  on  the  left  by  a  rivulet ;  beyond  the 
Lorrainers  was  the  King’s  houlhold,  commanded 
by  the  Duke  of  Navailles,  which  extended  itfelf  to 
a  dike  of  fafcines  which  ran  crofs  the  morafs,  and 
terminated  at  the  Scheld.  Two  bridges  of  boats 
had  been  made  upon  the  river,  one  above  the  town, 
another  below  it  at  St.  Sauve,  for  a  communication 
between  the  two  armies.  The  third  day  the  lines 
were  fufficiently  advanced  to  hinder  the  place  from 
being  relieved,  and  the  enemy  tried  in  vain  to  throw 
(even  or  eight  hundred  men  into  it  by  the  Lor¬ 
rainers  quarter  •,  fome  of  them  were  taken,  and  the 
reft  retired  to  Bouchain.  The  fixth  day  the  circum¬ 
vallation  was  finiftied  with  a  double  ditch  defended 
by  pallifades :  the  men  wrought  firft  at  the  avenues 
that  were  the  moftexpofed,  and  afterwards  at  thofe 
places  which  were  the  leaft  in  danger  of  being  at¬ 
tacked. 

The  Spaniards  made  ufe.of  feveral  Refervoirs  near 
Bouchain,  to  fwell  the  river  Scheld,  and  drown  the 
country.  As  the  waters  increafed  daily,  the  Vif¬ 
count  employed  fome  regiments  of  foot,  and  almoft 
all  his  horfe,  in  carrying  fafcines  to  (Lengthen  the 
dike  from  the  Duke  of  Navailles  quarter  to  the 
river.  For  the  fpace  of  more  than  a  thoufand  pa¬ 
ces  there  was  every  where  the  depth  of  ten  foot  wa¬ 
ter,  over  which  they  threw  a  bridge  of  fafcines,  that 
in  fome  places  floated,  and  at  others  was  fattened 
by  (lakes  •,  but  the  enemy  drawing  up  all  their 
fluices,  there  was  fuch  a  fwell  of  water  as  took  the 
men  up  to  the  waift,  even  upon  the  dike.  How¬ 
ever,  by  dint  of  labour  t^e  army  got  the  bet- 
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An.  1656.  ter  of  thefe  difficulties :  the  Vifcount  caufed  the  Re- 
SSlT'J  fervoir  to  be  drain’d,  feveral  channels  to  be  dug,  and 
the  dike  to  be  raifed,  which  was  fo  contrived  as  to 
throw  the  greateft  part  of  the  water  towards  Valen¬ 
ciennes,  and  drown  one  quarter  of  the  city.  Tu- 
renne  having  fecured  his  camp,  and  the  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  neighbouring  Places,  at  length 
26  June  opened  the  trenches. 

TheSpani-  Soon  after,  the  enemy,  who  had  affembled  at 
th<T t0  Douai,  came  and  pofted  themfelves  on  an  eminence 
liege,  near  the  Lorrainers  camp,  within  half  a  canon-fhot 
of  the  French  lines  :  they  had  on  their  left  the  Scheld, 
over  which  they  laid  fix  bridges,  and  on  their  right 
a  fmall  brook,  over  which  they  laid  others :  their 
army,  tho’  not  fo  ftrong  as  the  King’s,  yet  amoun¬ 
ted  to  above  20000  men ;  they  intrenched  them¬ 
felves  as  foon  as  they  arrived,  and  continued  feven 
or  eight  days  without  undertaking  any  thing.  The 
Vifcount  forefeeing  that  the  enemy  would  attack  him 
in  his  camp,  no  longer  looked  upon  the  fiege  as 
his  principal  affair,  but  turned  his  thoughts  chiefly 
to  the  care  of  his  lines. 

Marlhal  de  la  Ferte,  tho’  ftill  indifpofed,  came 
to  the  army  ten  days  after  the  opening  of  the  tren¬ 
ches  :  as  his  quarter  was  that  which  the  enemy  could 
eafieft  attack,  the  Vifcount  had  fortified  it  with  dou¬ 
ble  lines  pallifaded,  one  of  which  was  new  and  the 
other  old :  but  the  Marfhal  thinking  the  firft  fuffi- 
cient  levelled  the  other.  At  the  three  weeks  end,  a 
branch  of  the  trench  was  carried  on  at  the  Viicount’s 
attack  to  the  brink  of  the  town  ditch,  and  another 
to  the  ditch  of  the  half-moon  :  at  la  Ferte’s  attack 
they  took  a  tenaille .  The  befleged  had  already 
done  their  belt,  and  were  beginning  to  flacken  in 
their  efforts  the  three  or  four  lafb  days,  when  at 
length  the  Spaniards  drew  up  in  battalia  in  the 
morning,  and  fent  away  their  baggage  to  Bouchain. 
It  was  not  doubted  but  they  would  attack  the  lines 
3  as 
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as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  and  the  befiegers  pafs’d  the  An.  1656. 
whole  night  under  arms.  As  there  were  but  12000 
foot  in  the  King’s  army,  and  as  it  was  necelfary  to 
employ  the  infantry  at  both  the  approaches,  fo  vaft  a 
circuit  could  not  be  equally  guarded  ;  Turenne  to 
fupply  this  defedt  as  well  as  he  could,  placed  a  body 
of  horfe  behind  the  line,  and  ordered  fome  regi¬ 
ments  of  foot  to  hold  themfelves  ready  to  march 
to  whatever  place  fhould  be  attacked.  There  was 
no  alarm  the  firft  night,  and  the  next  day  the  ene¬ 
my  appeared  in  order  of  battle- without  baggage:  ad¬ 
vice  was  brought  that  the  principal  attack  would  be 
on  la  Ferte’s  quarter,  and  that  Count  de  Marfin  who 
was  at  St.  Amand  was  to  advance  with  three  or  four 
thoufand  men  to  attack  the  Vifcount’s.  As  the  ene¬ 
my  were  near  enough  to  reach  the  intrenchments  in 
half  an  hour,  la  Ferte  could  make  no  change  in  the 
difpofition  of  his  troops.  Turenne  put  him  in  mind 
two  or  three  times  to  be  upon  the  watch,  and  to  place 
guards  every  where:  but  the  Marfhal  look’d  upon 
the  Vifcount’s  advice  only  as  an  affront  and  flighted 
it.  In  the  beginning  of  the  night  the  Prince  of  Con-  l6  ju]y> 
de  and  Dom  John  palled  the  Scheld,  advanced  to¬ 
ward  la  Ferte’s  quarter,  drew  up  their  troops  in  bat¬ 
talia,  came  to  the  outward  ditch  of  the  intrenchment 
without  being  difcover’d,  fell  on  with  a  wide  front 
and  carried  the  line  with  little  difficulty.  At  the  firft 
firing  of  the  mufketeers  two  regiments  of  Turenne’s 
army  paffed  the  dike  and  the  bridge,  and  four  others 
had  orders  to  follow  them.  La  Ferte  finding  the 
Spaniffi  troops  had  entered  his  quarters,  ran  with 
fome  fquadrons  to  repulfe  them,  but  the  confufion 
was  already  fo  great  that  he  could  do  nothing  effec¬ 
tual.  The  enemy’s  infantry  having  filled  up  the 
ditches  and  broke  down  the  pallilades  marched  ftrait 
to  the  town  about  day-break,  while  the  cavalry  pur- 
fued  the  run-aways  who  fought  to  repafs  the  river. 

As  there  was  but  one  bridge,  the  paffage  over  which 
was  encumbered  by  the  baggage,  the  Spaniards 
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An.  1656.  made  a  great  many  prifoners  •,  la  Fert£  was  taken  at 
IXVNJ  the  head  of  his  gendarmes  with  more  than  400  offi¬ 
cers  and  near  4000  foldiers :  the  remains  of  the  rout 
efcaped  to  Conde.  The  two  regiments  which  the  Vif- 
count  had  fent  over  the  dike  having  been  defeated  the 
other  four  halted,  andl'urenne  came  up  to  them  foon 
after  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  which  did  not  laft  a- 
bove  a  quarter  of  an  hour  :  Marfin  had  attack’d  Tu* 
renne’s  quarter  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Spaniards  had 
fallen  on  la  Ferte’s,  but  he  was  vigoroufly  repulfed. 

At  day-break  the  fhouts  of  joy  in  Valenciennes 
proclaimed  that  the  town  was  relieved.  Turenne 
fent  forthwith  to  the  trenches  with  orders  to  his  troops 
to  retire,  but  they  being  above  a  league  off  the  orders 
arrived  too  late,  fo  that  he  loft  one  half  of  them.  The 
Vifcount  inftantly  commanded  back  the  infantry  that 
were  on  the  dike,  ordered  the  canon  which  were  on 
that  part  of  the  lines  to  be  dilmounted,  and  that  the 
guard  horfes  fhould  be  made  ufeof  to  drawthem  from 
place  to  place  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  He  order’d  the 
lines  to  be  levelled,  and  as  he  marched  with  his  troops 
to  the  Lorrainers  quarter,  made  the  Duke  de  Navailles 
diflodge  *,  when  he  had  affembled  his  troops  he  quit¬ 
ted  the  intrenchment  leaving  fome  tents  and  baggage 
behind  him.  It  was  impoffible  to  avoid  being  in  a 
little  confufion  at  firft,  but  in  a  ffiort  time  he  got  in¬ 
to  fuch  good  order  that  the  enemy  durft  not  purfue 
him.  He  advanced  towards  Quenoi,  and  all  the  ar¬ 
my  believing  that  he  would  retire  to  the  frontiers  of 
France,  the  baggage  began  to  file  off  beyond  that 
town  :  but  the  Vifcount  fent  orders  to  ftop  it,  and  ha¬ 
ving  chofen  a  camp  near  Quenoi  lodged  there 
that  night  ;  the  next  day  he  received  a  re-inforce- 
ment  of  1 506  men  who  were  to  have  efcorted  a 
convoy  to  the  camp ;  he  waited  for  the  enemy 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  all  his  officers,  and  even 
refolved  to  hazard  an  engagement  rather  than  fly. 
Had  M.  de  Turenne  had  nothing  to  fear  but  the  lofs 
of  Quenoi,  he  would  have  retired  into  Picardy :  but 

being 
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being  fenfible  that  fuch  a  retreat  would  alarm  theAn.  1656. 
Court,  give  new  life  to  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  party, 
and  caufe  a  general  difcontent  in  the  Kingdom,  he 
reafoned  with  his  officers  upon  the  matter  without 
holding  a  council  of  war,  and  continued  to  encamp 
as  if  he  apprehended  nothing.  As  he  had  no  tools 
to  make  ftrong  works,  and  would  not  make  flight 
ones,  he  left  his  camp  open. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  andDom  John  advanced  The  Pdrlnced 
towards  Quenoi  at  the  head  of  their  troops.  As  foon  Do^john" 
as  the  Vifcount  perceived  them  he  marched  to  meetPurfue.l'in, 

.  •  1  r  1  r  1  •  i  f-r'  1  but  without 

them  with  iome  regiments  of  the  main  guard,  l  he  attacking 
Spaniards  not  doubting  but  he  would  fly  beforethem, him* 
had  already  detach’d  3000  horfe  to  purfue  him  ; 
but  when  they  were  approached  near  enough  to  dif- 
cover  his  camp  they  were  furpriz’d  to  fee  that  he 
was  not  entrenched,  that  his  tents  were  Handing, 
and  that  he  waited  refolutely  for  them  without 
ftirring.  At  the  firfl:  approach  of  the  enemy,  the 
French  began  to  move  the  baggage,  but  Turenne 
firing  a  piftol  at  a  foldier  who  was  loading  a  cart, 
commanded  on  pain  of  death  that  nobody  fhould  quit 
his  poft.  By  this  aftonifhing  intrepidity,  and  the  lit¬ 
tle  precaution  he  feem’d  to  take  on  fo  prefling  an  oc- 
cafion,  he  quite  removed  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
army.  The  Spaniards  continued  two  days  in  pre¬ 
fence  without  daring  to  attempt  any  thing.  The 
third,  two  or  three  thoufand  men  who  had  efcaped 
to  Conde  from  Marffial  de  la  Ferte’s  defeat,  and 
had  afterwards  marched  to  St.  Guiflain,  and  from 
thence  to  Landrecies,  came  and  joined  the  Vifcount 
at  Quenoi  3  upon  which  the  enemy  thought  proper 
to  march  towards  Conde.  Turenne  perceiving  their 
defign  fent  a  thoufand  horfe  each  with  a  fack  of  corn 
behind  him  to  vidtual  the  place,  from  whence  he  had 
drawn  abundance  of  provifions  during  the  flege  of 
Valenciennes.  *  “  There  is  fcarce  a  General  m  the 

*  Mem,  de  Buffi  Rabutin  of  this  year.  p.  37 1. 
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An.  1656.  world,  fays  Buffi  Rabutin,  <c  befide  Marfhal  Tu- 
“  renne,  who  in  prefence  of  a  victorious  army, 
“  much  ftronger  than  his  own,  would  have  dared 
“  to  fend  away  fo  confiderable  a  detachment  as  that 
“  was.  A  man  muft  poffefs  the  art  of  war  to  per- 
“  feCtion  to  aCt  thus  •,  Thefe  are  indeed  jnafker  Jtrokes. 
Letter  of  le  As  foon  as  the  news  of  this  famous  encampment 
wetwyof6"  arr'v’d  at  Court,  le  Tellier  Secretary  of  State  wrote 
state/ to  the  to  the  Vifcount  in  thefe  terms.  “  By  your  prudence, 
wf^ne"1  °”  * ‘  my  Lord,  and  by  a  vigorous  conduct,  you  have  re- 
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ftor’d  the  reputation  of  the  King’s  arms.  In  truth 
nothing  can  be  finer  than  your  encampment  near 
Quenoi,  after  the  defeat  at  Valenciennes  :  thus  to 
have  made  head  againft  the  enemy  flufh’d  with 
fuccefs  and  even  in  their  own  country,  and  to  have 
“  obliged  them  to  retire  tho’  victorious ;  this  is  one 
“  of  thofe  ftrokes  that  are  peculiar  to  the  great  ma- 
“  fters  in  the  military  art.  ”  See  neverthelefs  how 
the  Vifcount  fpeaks  of  this  fo  much  admir’d  aCtion 
in  a  letter  to  his  Lady  dated  from  the  camp  before 
Quenoi.  The  enemy  came  pretty  near  this  place,  they 
ftaid  two  days  and  then  marched  towards  Conde. 
TheSpani-  The  fiege  of  Valenciennes  being  rais’d,  Conde 
ards  befwge  was  fo  wedg’d  within  the  enemy’s  country,  that  it 
Condi.  6  was  a  very  eafy  matter  for  them,  without  feparating 
their  quarters,  to  hinder  either  men  or  provifions 
being  thrown  into  it.  T urenne  receiving  an  account 
from  the  Governor,  that  there  were  not  provifions 
in  the  place  for  above  ten  or  twelve  days,  did  not 
think  it  advifeable  to  make  any  attempt  to  hinder  its 
being  taken ;  he  contented  himfelf  with  having 
retarded  it  by  the  fuccour  he  had  fent  thither, 
thereby  getting  time  to  reft  and  refrelh  his  troops. 
As  foon  as  the  town  had  capitulated,  the  Vifcount 
pafs’d  the  Scheld,  march’d  to  Arras,  and  from 
thence  towards  Lens,  with  a  view  to  hinder  the  Spa¬ 
niards  returning  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
to  draw  them  into  Artois  .which  was  full  of  ftrong 
towns  belonging  to  the  King.  While 
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*  While  Turenne  was  in  his  camp  near  Lens,  An.  1656, 
where  he  ftaid  twelve  days,  he  Tent  the  Count  ae 
Grandpre,  afterwards  Marfhal  de  Joyeufe,  at  theCondua  to- 
head  of  fome  fquadrons  to  Arras,  to  efcort  a  con-  ^ 
voy  that  was  coming  from  thence  *,  the  young  Count  Grandpre. 
having  an  engagement  with  a  Lady,  let  the  convoy 
go  away  under  the  command  of  the  Major  of  his 
regiment.  A  Spanifh  party  that  was  marauding 
attack’d  the  efcort,  but  was  repuls’d  and  defeated  by 
the  Major  who  happily  brought  the  convoy  fafe  to 
Lens.  M.  de  Turenne  was  inform’d  of  Grandpre’s 
folly,  and  knowing  it  wou’d  have  ruin’d  him  at 
Court,  faid  to  the  officers  who  were  about  him  ;  The 
Count  de  Grandpre  will  be  very  angry  with  me  for 
having  given  him  a  private  commijfion ,  which  kept  him 
at  Arras  at  a  time  when  he  woo'd  have  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  J, hewing  his  bravery.  The  Count  at  his  return 
being  told  what  his  General  had  faid,  ran  to  his 
tent,  threw  himfelf  at  his  feet  and  exprefs’d  his  gra¬ 
titude  and  repentance  with  tears  full  of  affe&ion. 

The  Vifcount  then  fpoke  to  him  with  a  paternal 
ieverity  •,  and  his  reproofs  had  fuch  an  effed  on 
that  young  officer,  that  far  from  falling  again  into 
the  fame  error,  he  fignaliz’d  himfelf  by  the  gallant- 
eft  adions,  during  the  reft  of  the  campaign,  and  be¬ 
came  at  length  one  of  the  ableft  Captains  of  his  age. 

The  enemy,  after  they  had  refrefh’d  themfelves 
in  the  plains  between  Cambrai  and  Bapaume, 
march’d  to  Lens  in  purfuit  of  the  King’s  army.  Tu¬ 
renne  forefeeing  that  he  fhould  foon  be  obliged  to 
decamp  for  want  of  forage,  went  and  pitch’d  at 
Koudain  in  an  advantageous  poft,  his  right  wing 
on  an  eminence,  his  infantry  and  his  left  wing  in 
the  plain.  The  Spaniards  encouraged  by  his  retreat 
continued  to  purfue,  and  between  eight  and  nine  in 
the  morning  appear’d  within  a  league  and  half  of 

*  The  author  had  this  from  the  Abbot  de  SaiTenagc  to  whom  the  Marfhal  de 
Joyeufe efleu  related  it  j  alfo  from  the  Marquis  d'lmecouit. 
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An.  1656.  his  army,  but  feeing  it  in  a  fighting  poflure,  they 
halted  for  more  than  three  hours,  and  when  they 
had  held  a  council  of  war,  came  forward  as  if  they 
intended  to  fight ;  however,  the  day  pafs’d  without 
their  venturing  an  attack.  Towards  the  evening 
they  drew  up  in  battalia  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the 
French  army,  and  extended  their  horfe  and  foot  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  Vifcount,  who  fpent  the  night 
in  making  fome  redans  at  the  head  of  his  left  wing. 
At  day-break  the  enemy  came  to  view  his  camp, 
and  the  v/hole  day  pafs’d  in  fkirmifhes  without  com¬ 
ing  to  a  general  battle.  The  good  order,  with  the 
fpirit  and  refolution  that  appear’d  in  the  French 
troops,  once  again  difcouraged  the  Spaniards:  and 
in  fpite  of  all  the  Prince  of  Conde  cou’d  do,  they  de¬ 
camp’d  the  next  day  without  coming  to  an  action, 
and  return’d  towards  Lens.  The  King’s  army, 
v/hofe  Confidence  was  increas’d  by  their  retreat,  be¬ 
came  now  the  purfuers,  incommoding  and  haraf- 
fing  them  in  their  retreat  by  frequent  fkirmifhes. 
They  encamp’d  near  Douai,  and  forne  days  after 
fent  a  body  of  foot  to  inveft  S.  Guiflain,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  themfelves  to  cover  the  fiege. 

Turenne  return’d,  and  pafiing  by  Arras,  march’d 
ftrait  to  the  river  Somme,  in  order  to  conceal  his 
defign  from  the  garrifon  of  Cambrai  •,  and  then  leav¬ 
ing  his  infantry  behind  him,  turn’d  fhort  with  his  ca¬ 
valry,  kept  along  the  river,  and  went  and  invefted 
la  Capelle,  where  the  Spaniards  had  their  principal 
magazines.  The  Vifcount’s  infantry  arrived  two 
days  after  the  cavalry,  and  as  there  were  but  two 
hundred  men  in  the  place,  the  befiegers  in  one  night 
carried  the  counterfcarp,  took  three  half-moons, 
pafs’d  the  ditch,  and  fet  the  miners  to  the  baftion 
notwithftanding  that  all  thefe  outworks  were  well 
fraifed  and  palifaded.  The  Prince  of  Conde  who 
was  with  Dom  John  before  S.  Guiflain,  immediately 
rais’d  that  fiege  and  came  to  relieve  la  Capelle  •,  he 

advanc’d 
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advanc’d  with  the  Spaniards  within  a  league  of  the  An.  1656- 
circumvallation :  but  a  heavy  rain  during  their 
whole  march  having  fatigued  the  infantry  they  did 
not  think  proper  to  fight,  and  remain’d  two  days 
in  prefence  of  the  King’s  army,  which  continued  the 
fiege,  battered  the  walls  to  powder  with  their  canon, 
and  forced  the  town  to  furrender.  As  foon  as  la 
Capelle  was  taken,  the  breaches  repair’d,  and  a  good 
garrifon  placed  in  it,  Turenne  marched  with  all  ex¬ 
pedition,  and  after  incredible  fatigue  arrived  within 
a  league  of  St.  Guifiain,  fent  Caftelnau  thither  with 
500  foot,  provifions  for  eight  months,  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  in  abundance.  The  enemy  made  hafte  to  reach 
St.  Guifiain,  but  did  not  appear  before  the  place  till 
two  hours  after  it  had  been  fupply’d  with  warlike 
ftores  and  provifions  i  nor  durfl:  they  undertake  any 
thing  farther  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign, 
which  they  put  an  end  to  foon  after.  The  King’s 
army  {laid  in  Cambrefis  till  the  beginning  of  No¬ 
vember  and  then  repafied  the  Somme  retiring  into 
France.  Thus  it  was  that  Turenne  repair’d  the  de¬ 
feat  at  Valenciennes,  check’d  the  ardor  of  the  great 
Conde,  furprifed  the  magazines  of  a  victorious  ar¬ 
my,  and  obliged  it  to  retreat  before  him,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  had  undertaken  to  purfue  him.  He  no 
fooner  arrived  at  Court  but  compliments  were  made 
him  on  the  happy  fuccefs  of  the  campaign,  and  he 
obtain’d  a  favour  he  had  long  fued  for,  which  was, 
not  to  ferve  with  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  who,  on 
the  King’s  paying  his  ranfom,  had  been  fet  at  li¬ 
berty. 

While  the  Vifcount  was  at  Court,  the  Duke  of  Or-  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  having  made  up  his  differences  with  the  Cardi- 
nal  came  to  Compiegne  to  wait  upon  the  King,  who 
went  half  a  league  out  of  the  town  to  meet  him,  and 
received  him  with  marks  of  the  fincereft  affedion  ; 
he  took  him  into  his  coach  and  carried  him  to  the 
caflle  :  the  Queen  feem’d  to  have  forgot  all  paft  af- 

U  4  fronts : 
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Art.  1656.  fronts  :  and  the  Cardinal  who  entertained  him  in  the 
evening,  had  all  the  appearances  of  a  perfect  recon¬ 
ciliation.  The  Duke  after  he  had  been  eight  days 
at  Court  returned  to  Blois,  where  he  continued  quiet 
and  peaceable  to  his  death.  There  was  now  no 
fhadow  of  the  Fronde  remaining  •,  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans,  the  Prince  of  Conti,  and  the  Duchefs  of  Lon- 
gueville  had  obtained  the  King’s  pardon  :  the  Prince 
of  Conde  was  entirely  with  the  Spaniards,  and  Car¬ 
dinal  de  Retz  not  daring  to  return  into  France  was 
wandring  in  difguife  over  all  Chriftendom  :  theBor- 
delois  being  returned  to  their  duty,  and  all  the  reft 
of  the  provinces  having  fubmitted,  there  was  a  per¬ 
fect  tranquillity  within  the  Kingdom,  and  Cardinal 
Mazarin  difpofed  of  every  thing  with  an  abfolute  au¬ 
thority. 

An.  1657.  The  Court  to  reward  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne, 
and  encourage  him  to  execute  the  great  defigns  he 
count  is’ "  was  meditating  for  the  next  campaign,  declared  him 
g  ° r°i’  Colonel  General  of  the  horfe,  an  employment  which 
of  thehorfe. has  ever  fince  been  in  his  family.  *  After  the  rai- 
fing  of  the  fiege  of  Arras  and  the  death  of  the  Duke 
of  Joyeufe,  who  had  poffeffed  that  employment,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  office  of  High- Chamberlain,  the 
Prince  of  Conti  then  commanding  in  Catalonia,  had 
afked  the  former  but  the  King  had  already  promi- 
fed  it  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  and  in  reality 
gave  it  him,  but  on  condition  that  he  ffioula  not 
aflfume  the  title,  nor  difcharge  the  functions  belong¬ 
ing  to  it  fo  long  as  the  war  continued.  His  com- 
miffion  was  however  made  out  in  the  beginning  of 
this  year  ;  and  fome  time  after,  his  nephew,  the 
Duke  of  Bouillon,  was  declared  High-Chamber¬ 
lain. 

a  new  aiii-  Cardinal  Mazarin  being  intent  upon  repairing  the 
Ence between  i0ffes  0f  the  laft  year,  and  putting  the  King’s  forces 
England"-  into  a  condition  to  undertake  fomething  great,  made 

gain  ft  Spain,  #  See  father  Daniel,  Hiftoire  de  la  Milice  Francoife.  Tom.  2.  p.  456* 
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a  league  offenfive  and  defenfive  with  Cromwell  a- An.  1657. 
gainft  Spain.  By  this  treaty  the  Ufurper  engaged 
to  fend  fix  thoufand  foot  into  Flanders,  on  condition 
that  the  French  fhould  undertake  the  fiege  of  Mar- 
dyke,  Gravelin,  or  Dunkerque,  and  that  if  either  of 
the  two  former  places  were  firft  taken  it  fhould  be 
put  into  his  hands  to  be  as  a  hoftage  till  he  fhould  be 
made  mafter  of  Dunkerque,  which  he  was  to  keep, 
reftoring  the  other  to  the  King.  Upon  the  report  of 
this  league,  Charles  II.  who  was  at  Bruges,  caufed 
fome  troops  to  be  rais’d  for  the  fervice  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  and  gave  the  command  of  them  to  the  Count 
de  Marfin,  who  ferved  no  longer  under  the  Prince 
of  Conde. 

The  Vifcount  took  the  field  towards  the  beginning  The  Prines 
of  May  •,  and  finding  that  the  Englifh  were  flow 
coming,  and  that  the  Spaniards  were  wholly  bufied  in  bray, 
thinking  how  to  preferve  their  maritime  towns,  formed 
adefign  to  furprifeCambray  which  was  ungarrifoned. 

The  King  went  to  Montreuil,  in  order  to  make  the 
enemy  believe  that  his  army  would  be  chiefly  em¬ 
ploy’d  towards  the  fea  coaft  •,  and  Marflial  de  la 
Ferte  had  orders  to  march  towards  the  frontiers  to 
hinder  the  parting  of  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  troops 
which  had  wintered  in  the  provinces  of  Luxembourg, 
Gelderland,  Juliers  and  Brabant.  The  Vifcount 
fetting  out  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Bethune  with 
all  his  cavalry  about  ahe  end  of  the  momh,  eroded 
the  Scheld  over  a  bridge  of  boats,  arrived  in  a  day 
and  a  night  before  Cambray,  and  encamped  a  little 
above  the  town  in  the  road  to  Bouchain :  his  infantry 
joining  him  the  fame  day  he  inflantly  inverted  the 
place,  and  hoped  to  be  fo  well  fhut  up  the  next  day, 
partly  by  intrenchments  and  partly  by  the  baggage 
and  carriages  belonging  to  the  army,  as  to  be  fecure 
from  being  attacked  by  the  enemy’s  horfe,  which,  as 
he  reckoned,  could  not  be  up  with  him  before  that 
time,  whatever  diligence  they  ul'ed  s  neither  could 
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An.  1657-  he  imagine  that  la  Ferte  had  already  let  the  Prince 
of  Conde  pafs.  The  Spaniards  having  defired  the 
Prince  to  come  fpeedily  to  the  defence  of  Flanders, 
he  eroded  the  Meufe,  marched  with  all  his  cavalry 
to  Valenciennes,  arrived  about  ten  a  clock  in  the 
morning  at  Bouchain  the  very  fame  day  that  the 
Vifcount  inverted  Cambray,  and  about  eleven  at 
night  advanced  towards  the  town  with  3000  horfe. 
How  expeditious  and  fecret  foever  his  march 
was,  Turenne  had  notice  of  it  *,  and  being  perfuaded 
that  the  Prince  would  fetch  a  compafs  to  avoid  the 
French  camp,  he  went  and  ported  himfelf  in  a  place, 
where  according  to  all  the  rules  of  war  Conde  muft 
pafs.  By  good  fortune  for  the  Prince  his  guide  unif¬ 
ied  him,  and  brought  him  by  the  high-road  from 
Bouchain :  he  perceived  the  miftake,  but  without  be¬ 
ing  difconcerted,  marched  his  troops  in  three  co¬ 
lumns,  three  fquadrons  in  front,  forced  his  way 
through  two  lines  of  the  King’s  horfe,  and  arrived 
30  May.  about  day -break  at  the  counterfcarp  of  the  citadel. 
The  Count  de  Salazar  Governor  of  Cambray  fo 
little  expected  this  fuccour,  that  the  Prince  was  a  long 
time  at  the  palifades  before  thofe  within  would  open 
to  him.  Turenne  having  learnt  the  number  and 
quality  of  the  troops  that  had  entered  the  place, 
thought  proper  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  fent  advice  of 
it  to  Court.  Conde  left  a  fufficient  garrifon  in  Cam¬ 
bray,  returned  toBruffels,  and  fent  the  reft  of  his 
troops  to  the  general  rendezvous  near  Mons. 

Marfhaide  This  ill  fuccefs  difconcerted  Turenne’s  meafures, 
fieges  Mont- and  made  him  take  the  road  to  S.  Quentin  to  cover 
the  frontiers :  the  fuccouring  of  Cambray  having  gi¬ 
ven  the  enemy  time  to  affemble,  there  was  no  under¬ 
taking  any  thing  between  the  fea  and  theScheld.  The 
fix  thoufand  Englifti  who  had  landed,  join’d  the  King’s 
army  at  S.  Quentin.  The  young  King  came  to  the 
camp  with  the  Cardinal,  and  fent  orders  to  Marlhal 
de  la  Ferte  to  go  and  befiege  Montmedi  in  the  pro¬ 
vince 
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«  * 

vince  of  Luxembourg,  in  order  to  make  a  diverfionAn.  1657. 
and  hinder  the  enemy  either  from  attacking  fome^VSj 
place  fn  Flanders  not  fufficiently  provided,  or  making 
a  new  irruption  into  France.  La  Ferte  march’d  to¬ 
wards  Montmedi,  which  had  but  400  men  to  defend 
it-,  Turenne  ftnt  him  4000  foot,  after  which  put¬ 
ting  fome  regiments  of  infantry  into  Landrecies  and 
Quenoi,  he  kept  with  the  reft  of  his  troops  upon  the 
frontiers,  in  order  to  hinder  Montmedi  from  being 
relieved,  and  watch  the  motions  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  fiege  of  this  place  lafted  two  entire  months  by 
reafon  of  the  rocks  near  the  counterfcarp. 

During  this  time,  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  DonTheSpani- 
John  of  Auftria  made  feveral  marches  and  counter- ^srteon^' 
marches  to  amufe  the  Vifcount,  divert  him  from  his  prife  Calais, 
purpofe,  and  fall  fuddenly  upon  Calais.  Having 
joined  their  forces  near  Charlemont,  they  made  as  if 
they  would  go  to  the  relief  of  Montmedi,  and  then 
inftantly  turning  back  took  the  road  to  Calais :  they 
detached  the  Prince  de  Lignes  to  feize,  when  the 
tide  fhould  be  out,  a  fuburb  of  the  town  which  joins 
the  key.  If  that  enterprize  had  fucceeded  they 
would  have  been  mafters  of  the  place  in  a  few  hours ; 
but  the  Prince  de  Lignes  came  too  late,  the  waves 
were  already  beating  againft  the  walls,  fo  that  the 
projedt  mifcarried  :  the  inhabitants  taking  the  alarm 
doubled  their  guard,  fortified  that  weak  part,  and 
deprived  the  Spaniards  of  all  hopes  of  furprifing  it. 

All  thefe  motions  and  marches  of  the  enemy  proving 
of  no  effedf,  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  Dom  John  re¬ 
turned  to  Aire,  crofted  Artois  and  Hainault,  and  at 
length  arriv’d  at  Marienbourg,  deftgning  to  fuccour 
Montmedi :  but  the  place  had  already  furrendered.  6  Au£uft‘ 

*  The  Vifcount  immediately  decamped,  crofted  Turenne  be- 
the  Sambre  at  Aimeries,  and  marched  to  befiege  St.^’St'Ve" 
Venant  a  town  upon  the  Lys  in  the  county  of  Ar¬ 
tois  :  he  knew  that  the  enemy  were  fatigued  with 

#  Duke  of  York’s  Mem. 
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An.  1657.  their  fruitlefs  marches  backward  and  forward,  and 
that  he  might  inveft  the  place  before  they  could 
throw  any  fuccour  into  it.  He  fent  almoft  all  his 
baggage  before,  pafied  by  Neuville  near  Bouchain, 
and  by  Sailli  upon  the  Scarp,  and  made  a  march  of 
five  and  twenty  leagues  in  three  days.  The  Prince 

1-4  Auguit,  of  Conde  prefled  the  Spaniards  to  leave  Marienbourg 
without  delay  ;  but  he  could  not  prevail  with  them 
to  decamp  till  the  14th  of  Auguft,  and  they  did  not 
get  to  Calonne  upon  the  Lys  near  St.  Venant  be¬ 
fore  the  20th  :  there  they  had  advice  that  the  town 
was  already  in  veiled,  and  they  found  there  was  no 
probable  means  of  making  the  French  raife  the 
fiege,  but  by  furprizing  a  convoy  of  4  or  500 
waggons.  Which  was  to  come  to  their  camp  the  next 
day  from  Bethune.  The  Spaniards  might  have  de¬ 
camped  from  Calonne  at  day-break  ;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  Prince  of  Conde  could  fay,  they  did 
not  move  till  towards  noon.  While  Dom  John  and 
the  Marquis  de  Caracena  were  taking  their  Siejie,  or 
afternoon’s  nap,  in  their  coaches,  the  Duke  of  York 
at  the  head  of  the  infantry  entered  a  plain,  from 
whence  he  perceived  the  convoy  efcorted  only  by 
three  fquadrons,  and  defcending  from  the  village 
of  Montbernenfon  with  all  expedition  towards  the 
camp  :  as  he  had  no  cavalry,  it  was  impofiible  for 
him  to  come  up  with  them,  but  he  inftantly  gave 
notice  of  what  he  had  feen  to  the  Prince  de  Lignes, 
who  was  come  into  the  fame  plain  with  four  or  five 
fquadrons :  the  Duke  defired  him  to  march  with 
expedition,  and  attack  the  French  ;  but  the  Prince 
anfwered,  that  in  the  Spanifh  army,  to  take  the  leaft 
Hep  without  exprefs  orders  from  the  Commanders 
in  chief,  might  be  as  much  as  a  man’s  head  was 
worth  *.  The  Spanifh  Generals  were  fleeping,  and 
their  fervants  durft  not  dillurb  them.  They  at 
length  waked,  and  then  fent,  but  too  late,  fome 
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fquadrons  to  attack  the  convoy,  which  about  four  An.  1657.' 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  got  within  the  lines  of  the 
befiegers.  Another  convoy  that  was  coming  from 
Arras  by  Lilers,  had  not  the  fame  fuccefs,  tho’  ef- 
corted  by  eight  regiments  of  horfe,  and  1 500  foot : 
the  Marquis  de  Boutteville  purfued  it  with  1200 
men  reinforced  by  the  garrifons  of  Aire  and  St. 

Omer,  furprized  it  near  St.  Venant  in  a  place  full 
of  defiles  wherethe  foremoft  could  not  fuccour  the 
hindmoft,  fell  upon  their  rear-guard,  routed  it, 
killed  a  great  many  men,  and  carried  off  fome  part 
of  the  baggage  f. 

The  Spaniards  encamped  at  Montbernenfon,  The  spani- 
whence  they  refolved  to  go  and  inveft  Ardres  *,  buta^tesfes® 
they  deferred  their  march  for  fome  days,  left  the 
Vifcount,  who  had  not  yet  opened  the  trenches  be¬ 
fore  St.  Venant,  fhould  leave  that  fiege,  and  come 
and  force  them  to  a  battle  •,  but  as  loon  as  they  un- 
derftood  that  the  trenches  were  opened,  they  drew 
near  Ardres,  where  there  were  but  300  foot  foldiers 
in  garrifon.  Had  they  attacked  the  place  the  fame 
night  they  arrived  before  it,  they  would  have  car¬ 
ried  it  *,  but  they  loft  four  and  twenty  hours  in  mak¬ 
ing  an  ufelefs  circumvallation.  While  the  Prince 
of  Conde  was  fuffering  thefe  delays  with  the  utmoft 
impatience,  a  council  of  war  was  held  at  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Caracena’s  quarters,  to  confider  by  what 
part  to  make  the  attack.  The  Generals  being  af- 
fembled,  went  all  up  to  the  top  of  a  tower  to  view 
the  place  with  profpettive  glafles  •,  and  abundance 
of  fuperfiuous  reafoning  there  was  about  an  enter- 
prize  which  required  not  the  leaft  reflection.  At 
length  they  agreed  to  attack  a  half-moon  that  was 
between  two  baftions  *,  and  of  thefe  baftions  the 
Duke  of  York  was  to  conduct  the  approaches  to 
that  on  the  right,  the  Prince  of  Conde  to  that  on 
the  left.  The  attacks  began  towards  the  evening, 
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and  as  the  befieged  bad  no  men  to  defend  their  out¬ 
works,  the  befiegers  advanced  in  the  night  without 
difficulty  quite  to  the  ditch,  where  they  made  a  lodg¬ 
ment  before  they  fet  the  miners  to  work. 

While  the  enemy  were  loiing  their  time  at  Ar- 
dres,  Turenne  preffed  the  fiege  of  St.  Venant  night 
and  day  without  intermiffion  •,  and  as  Cardinal 
Mazarin  had  not  fent  him  any  money,  he  cut  his 
own  plate  to  pieces  to  be  diftributed  to  the  foldi- 
ers.  The  troops  animated  by  his  generofity,  for¬ 
warded  the  works  with  incredible  diligence,  paffed 
a  wide  ditch  full  of  water,  feized  fome  outwarks, 
filled  up  the  town  ditch,  and  preffed  the  befieged  fo 
hard,  that  they  afked  to  capitulate.  Turenne, 
without  waiting  till  the  capitulation  was  fign’d,  de¬ 
tached  inftantly  4000  horfe  to  go  towards  Ardres  ; 
and  he  ordered  them  to  pafs  near  the  walls  of  Aire, 
that  the  garrifon  might  fire  the  canon  of  the  town  up¬ 
on  them,  and  that  Don  Johnhearingthis  noife,  might 
imagine  the  whole  French  army  was  coming  to  fall 
upon  him.  The  ftratagem  fucceeded  •,  the  Spani¬ 
ards  raifed  the  fiege,  and  marched  away  to  the  fide 
of  Bourbourg.  The  violent  rains,  the  darknefs  of 
the  night,  and  the  dirty  roads  full  of  water,  ex¬ 
tremely  fatigued  their  troops,  who  intrenched  them- 
felves  the  next  day  between  the  Aa  and  the  Colme. 
The  Vifcount  had  partly  the  fame  difficulties  of  the 
ftorm  and  bad  roads  to  ftruggle  with  in  going  over 
the  plains  of  St.  Omer  in  the  way  to  Ardres,  where 
he  learnt  that  the  enemy  were  moved  off:  he  imme¬ 
diately  returned  towards  the  Lys,  feized  upon  La 
Motte-aux-Bois,  which  incommoded  St.  Venant 
very  much,  and  rafed  it  to  the  ground.  He  then 
marched  towards  the  Colme,  poffeffed  himfelf  of 
Wate,  Bourbourg,  and  feveral  other  forts,  and 
obliged  the  Spaniards  to  retire  under  the  canon  of 
Dunkerque  about  the  middle  of  September  •,  they 
fent  three  Italian  regiments  to  Mardyke,  detached 
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feveral  battalions  with  fome  horfe*  to  throw  them-  An.  165?. 
felves  into  Gravelin,  and  encamped  with  the  reft  of 
their  army  behind  the  canal  of  Dunkerque.  The 
Vifcount  followed  them  clofe  *,  and  as  he  thought 
the  feafon  too  far  advanced  to  undertake  the  fiege  of 
thefe  two  laft  named  places,  which  were  provided 
with  every  thing  necellary  for  a  long  and  vigorous 
defence,  he  fell  upon  Mardyke,  befieged  it,  took  it 
in  a  few  days,  and  according  to  the  treaty  made  3d  oaober. 
with  Cromwell,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englilh. 

After  this  the  Vifcount  approached  Gravelin  with¬ 
out  delay,  having  now  conceived  hopes  of  taking  it, 
palling  the  winter  there,  and  by  that  means  of  fecur  - 
ing  both  Mardyke  and  Bourbourg  :  but  the  Spa¬ 
niards  to  fave  Gravelin,  drew  up  all  their  fluices,  and 
drowned  the  country  for  four  leagues  round  the 
place  :  befides,  the  rains  which  fell  were  fo  excef- 
five,  that  there  was  no  encamping  there  ;  Tu- 
renne  found  himfell  obliged  to  retire  with  his  army 
beyond  Bourbourg,  where  he  left  2000  men,  con¬ 
tinuing  his  march  towards  Ruminghem  two  long 
leagues  from  it  •,  in  the  fix  weeks  that  he  ftaid  there 
he  raifed  forts  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Aa,  laid 
bridges  over  it,  made  the  canals  navigable,  and  fo 
contrived  matters,  that  his  camp  had  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  Bourbourg  and  Mardyke,  in  order  to 
cover  the  latter.  In  the  end  of  November  the 
French  quitted  Ruminghem,  and  the  enemy  who 
had  been  encamped  behind  Dunkerque,  retired  into 
Flanders.  The  Vifcount  return’d  to  Court,  after 
he  had  led  his  army  into  Boulenois ;  there  it  ftaid 
till  the  end  of  December,  and  was  then  diftributed 
into  the  feveral  Provinces  of  France. 

The  beginning  of  the  year  1658  was  not  very  for- An.  1658. 
tunate  to  the  French  •,  on  one  fide  Marfhal  d’Hoc- 
quincourt,  who  had  enter’d  anew  into  engagements^^™2 to 
with  the  Prince  of  Conde,  gained  over  the  Town-befiege  Dun- 
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£n.  1658. Major  of  Hedin,  who  commanded  there  upon  the 
death  of  the  Governor,  and  prevailed  with  him  to 
receive  Spanifh  troops  into  the  place;  on  another 
fide,  Marfhal  d’Aumont,  who  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
road  of  Offend  with  1500  men,  let  himfelf  be  cheated 
by  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  who  by  pretending  they 
would  deliver  it  up  to  him,  engaged  him  to  come 
in  over  their  bridge  ;  the  Spaniards  who  had  hid 
themfelves  in  cellars,  inftantly  fallied  out,  and  took 
five  or  fix  hundred  of  his  men  prifoners.  There 
were  at  the  fame  time  feveral  commotions  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Provinces  of  France  among  the  Noble (fe ,  efpe- 
cially  in  Normandy  :  the  Dutchefs  of  Longueville 
was  now  too  much  abforpt  in  devotion  to  enter  into 
cabals  ;  and  yet  neverthelels  fhe  did  not  fail  even 
from  her  Retreat  to  influence  the  chief  leaders  and 
make  them  incline  to  what  fide  fhe  pleafed.  In  the 
mean  time  Cromwell  with  an  infolent  haughtinefs 
called  upon  the  Cardinal  to  befiege  Dunkerque ;  and 
as  the  fituation  of  affairs  conftrained  his  Eminence  to 
diffemble  the  Protedtor’s  arrogance,  the  Vifcount  had 
orders  in  the  fpring  to  advance  with  his  army  to¬ 
wards  the  fea-coafts,  that  he  might  examine  the 
pradticablenefs  of  an  enterprife  which  could  neither 
be  begun  nor  poftpon’d  without  great  inconvenien- 
ci'es:  on  one  hand,  to  attack  Dunkerque  while  Furnes, 
Bergues,  and  Gravelin  which  furrounded  it  were  un¬ 
taken,  was  to  let  himfelf  be  befieged  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  was  befieging  ;  and  befides,  to  invefl  it  in 
the  month  of  May  when  there  was  yet  no  forage  for 
the  cavalry  would  be  expofing  them  to  the  danger 
of  perifhing :  on  the  other  hand,  the  delaying  of  the 
affair  would  give  the  enemy  time  to  get  together, 
and  might  perhaps  difoblige  Cromwell,  to  whom 
Spain  was  making  great  offers  to  difengage  him 
from  France.  Thefe  latter  confiderations  deter¬ 
mined  the  Vifcount  to  undertake  the  fiege.  As 
foon  as  the  inhabitants  of  Dunkerque  had  notice  of 

his 

Z 


Vifcount  de  TURENNE.  30^ 

his  march,  they  pull’d  up  their  fluices,  and  kid  theAn.  1658. 
country  under  water  as  far  as  the  lake  of  Bergues, 
form’d  by  the  overflowings  of  the  Colme.  The 
Country  being  drown’d  and  full  of  Marfhes,  there 
was  no  way  through  it  but  by  the  dike  which 
goes  from  Bergues  to  Dunkerque  :  and  even  this 
road  the  immoderate  rains  of  the  winter  had  fo 
fpoilt  and  broke,  that  in  many  places  the  water 
covered  it.  The  Spaniards  having  raifed  on  this 
dike  two  conflderable  forts,  which  mutually  defen¬ 
ded  each  other,  polled  a  thoufand  men  in  each,  and 
foritfied  the  rivers  and  canals  with  a  great  number  of 
ftrong  redoubts  ;  they  fent  the  Marquis  de  Lede,  a 
confummate  mailer  in  the  art  of  defending  towns,  to 
throw  himfelf  into  Dunkerque  with  2200  foot  and 
800  horfe,  which  he  drew  from  Nieuport,  Fumes, 
Dixmuyde,  and  the  other  neighbouring  towns. 

Tho’  lea  and  land  and  the  feafon  were  againll  the 
Vifcount’s  e.nterprize,  he  was  not  difcouraged,  but 
perfilled  fteadily  in  his  defign,  unmoved  by  the 
remontlrances  of  his  officers  or  the  fears  of  his  friends. 

As  the  King  was  come  near  Hedin  at  the  head  of 
10  or  12000  men  to  cover  the  frontiers,  the  Vif¬ 
count  could  have  no  more  than  about  7  or  8000. 

With  this  in  conflderable  army  he  marched  into  Ar¬ 
tois,  detached  the  Marquis  de  Crequi  from  Bethune, 
with  800  horfe  to  feize  Caflel,  palled  the  Lys  him¬ 
felf  at  St.  V enant,  and  advanced  towards  the  Colme. 

Having  furpriz’d  a  redoubt  where  the  Spaniards  had 
polled  thirty  men  to  defend  the  paflage  of  the  river, 
he  crofs’d  it  without  oppofltion,  and  then  call  about 
how  to  reach  Dunkerque,  about  which  the  country 
being  under  water  looked  like  a  fea.  Fie  ordered 
a  great  number  of  fafcines  to  be  carried  to  llrengthen. 
and  mend  the  roads  :  feveral  ditches  to  be  filled 
up,  the  moll  pafiable  to  be  fought  out  by  lound- 
ing,  bridges  to  be  laid  over  the  water-gangs  and 
canals,  and  piles  to  be  driven  down,  and  planks 
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laid  upon  them  •>  thefe  precautions  however  weife 
only  for  the  baggage  and  canon.  The  order  was 
no  fooner  given  for  marching  towards  Dunkerque, 
but  the  foldiers  holding  their  mufkets  high,  boldly 
waded  through  the  water,  contending  with  one  ano¬ 
ther  for  the  glory  of  being  foremoft.  The  advanced 
guards  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  fort,  and  upon  the 
dike,  took  a  fright  at  the  approach  of  the  French, 
and  ran  away,  without  waiting  till  they  were  at¬ 
tacked  •,  the  greater  part  fled  to  Dunkerque,  and 
the  reft  to  Bergues.  Turenne  having  feized  the  fe- 
veral  redoubts  and  forts  on  the  dike  and  the  ca¬ 
nals,  arrived  at  length  with  his  army  before  the 
place. 

Dunkerque  is  fituated  among  thofe  white  fand 
.hills  called  the*  Dunes ,  which ftretch  themfelves  on 
the  coaft  of  the  Germanick  fea,  from  Calais  to 
Eclufe  :  on  the  South  it  is  encompaflfed  with  canals 
and  morafles,  and  on  the  North  by  the  fea,  whofe 
v/aves  beat  againft  the  foot  of  the  Dunes  at  high  wa¬ 
ter,  but  at  low  water  it  leaves  a  fandy  fhore  quite 
dry,  five  hundred  paces  broad,  which  is  called  the 
Eft  rang  ft,  or  Strand.  The  waters  covered  all  the 
low  lands  about  the  town, and  there  was  neither  cover¬ 
ing  for  the  foldiers,  nor  wood  to  build  barraques  for 
them  •,  the  Vifcount  was  obliged  to  make  every  thing 
necefiary  for  the  fiege,  and  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
his  troops  to  be  brought  from  Calais  j.  provifions, 
forrage,  tools,  palifades,  planks,  and  even  fafcines. 
When  all  things  were  got  ready,  he  fet  the  men  to 
work  upon  the  lines  which  began  at  the  edge  of  the 
ftrand  to  the  Eaft,  went  over  the  Dunes,  crofted  the 
canals  of  Mardyke,  Bourbourg,  Bergues  and  Fur- 
nes,  and  turning  about  the  city  terminated  at  the 
ftrand  to  the  Weft,  making  a  curve  in  form  of  a  creft 
cent,  of  which  the  opening  was  to  the  fea.  Crom- 

*  Dunes  comes  from  an  old  Celtick  word,  which  fignifies  hill  or  eminence. 

f  Eftrang  Comes  from  the  Teutonick  word  Strang,  Vjjiich  fignifies  /hore. 
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Well  in  performance  of  the  treaty  with  France,  fentAh.  *65^ 
a  naval  force  to  hinder  fuccours  being  thrown  into 
the  place  •,  fo  that  Dunkerque  was  totally  inverted 
by  fea  and  land.  But  as  the  ftrand  was  left  dry  for 
fix  hours  every  day  and  every  night,  and  as  the  ene¬ 
my  might  that  way  have  an  eafy  pafiage  either  from 
Nieuport  to  the  Eaft,  or  Gravelin  on  the  Weft,  it 
was  neceftary  to  fhut  it  up.  In  order  thereto  the 
Vifcount,  at  each  extremity  of  his  line,  made  a 
ftaccado,  which  reached  crofs  the  ftrand  quite  to  the 
low  water  mark.  Thefe  ftaccados  were  made  of 
huge  piles  fattened  together  with  double  chains  ;  be¬ 
hind  the  piles  was  a  barricade  of  bomb  cherts, 
which  were  drawn  thence  by  horfes  as  the  tide  came 
in,  and  as  fall  as  it  went  out  again  replaced  •,  fo 
that  there  never  was  any  fpace  left  void  :  behind  the 
bomb  cherts  were  ranged  feveral  barks  with  canon* 
which  defended  the  approach  of  the  ftaccados*  A 
part  of  the  cavalry  kept  guard  every  night  upon  the 
fhore  *,  and  laftly,  fome  of  the  find  hills  that  were 
very  high  or  too  far  off  to  be  inclofed  within  the 
lines,  were  made  tenable  by  intrenchments,  and 
troops  were  placed  there  to  defend  them.  The  Car¬ 
dinal  brought  the  King  and  the  whole  Court  to  be 
fpe&ators  of  fo  fine  a  fiege. 

The  works  were  fcarce  finifhed,  when  the  6000 
Englifh  landed  and  joined  the  army.  Lockart  the 
Englifh  Ambaffador  had  the  command  of  them  in 
chief,  but  left  every  thing  to  the  management  *  of 
Major  General  Morgan,  an  experienced  foldier, 
and  one  of  the  braveft  officers  of  his  time  :  the  army 
very  weak  at  firft,  grew  ftronger  every  day  by  the 
arrival  of  new  troops  from  France*  Turenne  ordered 
feveral  bridges  to  be  made  over  the  canals,  in  order 
to  a  communication  between  the  different  quarters, 
appointed  the  General  Officers  their  ports,  and  open¬ 
ed  the  trenches  by  two  approaches,  of  which  one 
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was  carried  on  by  the  French,  the  other  by  the  En- 
glifh.  The  Vifcount  did  not  go  to  bed  for  fome 
nights  in  the  beginning,  that  he  might  with  his  own 
eyes  fee  every  thing  rightly  difpofed  ;  and  his  ne¬ 
phews  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  and  the  Count  d5 Au¬ 
vergne,  whom  he  had  brought  with  him,  never  left 
him.  The  firft  days  of  the  fiege  the  enemy  made 
feveral  Ellies,  attacked  with  courage,  and  were  as 
bravely  repulfed.  The  befiegers  had  already  tore 
down  fome  of  the  palifades  upon  the  glacis,  feized 
fome  traverfes  in  the  cover’d  way,  and  were  going 
to  make  a  lodgment  upon  the  counterfcarp,  before 
the  Spaniards  thought  of  putting  themfelves  on  their 
march  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms. 

The  news  of  this  fiege  which  came  to  Bruflels 
about  the  end  of  May  aflonifhed  the  enemy  :  they 
could  fcarce  believe  that  the  French  would  venture 
upon  that  enterprize,  without  poffeffing  themfelves 
firft:  of  the  neighbouring  towns  ;  however  they  got 
their  forces  together,  and  marched  to  attack  the 
Vifcount  in  his  lines.  The  general  rendezvous  was 
ordered  to  be  at  Ypres  the  tenth  of  June,  and  the 
1 3th  the  Spanifo  army  appeared  upon  the  Downs  or 
fand- hills  near  Dunkerque,  but  unprovided  with 
every  thing  neceiTary  for  a  battle :  the  artillery  was 
not  arrived,  nor  the  baggage,  nor  even  the  tools 
for  throwing  up  the  earth  ;  there  was  fcarce  powder 
enough  for  the  infantry  alone.  The  Spaniards  ne- 
verthelefs  without  intrenching  themfelves,  encamped 
within  two  canon  foot  of  the  French  lines  :  they  flat¬ 
tered  themfelves  that  their  approach  would  give 
new  fpirit  to  the  befleged,  and  that  the  Vifcount 
would  do  as  at  Valenciennes,  where  he  had  feen 
them  feven  days  together  before  him  without  at¬ 
tacking  them  ;  but  they  did  not  conflder  that  he 
was  now  alone,  and  had  no  longer  a  competitor  of 
a  quite  oppofite  charadfer,  who  frequently  thwarted 
his  defigns,  and  broke  his  meafures. 

1  As 
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*  As  foon  as  Turenne  had  notice  of  the  enemy’s  An.  1658' 
arrival,  he  went  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  own  re_  -ThT'vir^-^ 
girnent  to  reconnoitre  them  *,  Marfhal  dTIocquin-C0Unt  revive* 
court,  who  was  in  the  Spanifh  army  with  the  Prince^0 
of  Conde,  coming  forward  with  the  advance-guard,  battle, 
was  killed  upon  the  fpot  by  a  mufket  ball.  The 
Vifcount  having  obferved  that  the  Spaniards  had 
made  a  bridge  over  the  canal,  and  not  doubting 
but  they  intended  to  attack  him  in  his  lines,  refol- 
ved  to  prevent  them,  and  give  them  battle  the  next 
day  :  he  commanded  the  officers  to  hold  themfelves 
ready,  and  fent  a  Captain  of  his  regiment  to  General 
Lockart  to  impart  to  him  the  reafons  of  his  conduct : 

Lockart  anfwered  the  officer.  That  he  had  an  entire 
confidence  in  the  Prince ,  and  when  the  battle  was  over 
it  would  be  time  enough  to  infiorm  himfielf  of  his  rea¬ 
fons.  As  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  befieged  would 
fally  out  when  the  lines  were  deferted,  Turenne  re¬ 
inforced  the  guard  of  the  trenches  with  feveral  French 
and  Englifh  battalions,  befides  eight  fquadrons  of 
horfe.  He  then  wrapped  himfelf  up  in  his  cloak, 
and  laid  down  upon  the  fand  •,  they  waked  him  an 
hour  after,  bringing  to  him  a  page  who  had  been 
taken  the  evening  before  at  the  viewing  of  the 
lines,  and  had  juft  efcaped  from  the  Spanifh  camp  •, 
the  young  man  told  the  Vifcount  feveral  particulars 
of  the  enemy’s  fituation,  and  allured  him  that  it 
would  be  two  or  three  days  before  their  canon  ar¬ 
rived  :  Turenne  made  nim  repeat  what  he  had  faid 
about  the  canon,  and  then  laid  down  again  upon 
the  fand  and  llept. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Spaniards  remained  quiet  in 
their  camp,  fufpedted  nothing  of  the  Vifcount’s  de- 
fign,  and  on  the  evening  buffered  their  parties  to  go 
out  a  forraging.  The  Duke  of  York  being  at  fup- 
per  with  the  Marquis  de  Caracena,  faid  to  him,  that 
he  could  not  approve  an  encampment  without  lines, 

*  Mem.  de  Buffi  Rabutin  for  this  year. 
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An.  1658.  and  that  if  the  French  did  not  attack  him  that  night, 
they  would  infallibly  do  it  the  next  day.  The  Mar¬ 
quis  and  Dom  Eftevan  de  Gamara  anfwered,  that 
they  befired  nothing  more  :  to  which  the  Duke  re¬ 
plied,  I  know  the  Vifcount  de  Tfurenne  very  well , 

14.  June,  you’ll  have  your  defire.  Accordingly  about  five 
o’clock  the  very  next  morning,  their  advance-guards 
gave  them  notice,  that  the  French  cavalry  were  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  lines  •,  the  Duke  of  York  and  the 
Prince  of  Conde  advancing  as  far  as  the  Vedettes  or 
horfe-centries,  perceived  the  King’s  cavalry  coming 
forward  with  fome  field-pieces,  the  French  infantry 
on  the  left,  and  the  Englifh  clofe  to  the  fea.  The 
Duke  returned  asd  gave  the  Spanilh  Generals  ad¬ 
vice  of  it.  Dom  John  very  gravely  declared,  that 
he  believed  nothing  of  the  matter,  but  that  the 
French  had  an  intention  to  attack  and  carry  ofi?  the 
advance-guard  :  the  Duke  allured  him  that  it  was 
not  ufual  to  march  a  great  body  of  men,  with  artil¬ 
lery  at  their  head,  to  force  a  guard.  The  Prince  of 
Conde  arrived  that  jnftant,  and  confirm’d  the 
Duke’s  report ;  but  notwithftanding  this,  the  Spa- 
nifin  Generals  would  not  ftir.  Conde  heartily  pro¬ 
voked  at  their  indolence,  turned  towards  the  Duke 
pf  Gloucelier,  and  afked  him  whether  he  had  ever 
feen  a  battle  won  ;  the  Duke  anfwered  that  he  had 
not  •,  In  half  an  hour ,  replied  Conde,  you  will  fee  in 
what  manner  we  Jhall  lofe  one.  At  laft  the  Spanifh 
Generals  being  no  longer  able  to  doubt  of  Turenne’s 
defign,  repaired  each  tohis  po|t. 

efthe's'p*  Their  army  con  filled  of  6000  foot,  and  8000 
army  horfe :  Dom  John  commanded  the  right,  which 
extended  from  a  high  fand  hill,  that  was  nearer  to  the 
French  army  than  any  of  the  reft,  to  the  fea ;  the 
Dukes  of  Y ork  and  Gloucefter,  Dom  Eftevan  de 
Gamara,  and  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  -were  his 
Leutenant  Generals.  The  Spaniards  were  polled 
ypon  the  high  fand  hill,  next  them  the  regiments  of 
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the  King  of  England,  then  the  Walloons,  and  lad  An.  1658. 
of  all  the  German  battalions.  The  Prince  of  Con- 
de  commanded  the  left  towards  the  meadows  that 
were  watered  by  the  canal  of  Furnes,  and  interfered 
by  feveral  ditches  he  had  made  five  bridges  of 
boats,  in  order  to  a  communication  between  his  troops 
and  the  Spaniards,  and  that  they  might  be  all  drawn 
up  in  the  fame  line.  His  Lieutenant  Generals  were 
the  Counts  de  Coligni,  Meilles  *,  la  Suze,  Perfan, 
and  the  Marquis  de  Boutteville  :  the  whole  infantry 
amounting  to  z  5  battalions,  all  in  one  line,  exten¬ 
ded  from  the  ftrand  to  the  meadows  •,  the  cavalry 
in  the  right  wing  was  in  two  lines  behind  the  infan¬ 
try  •,  that  of  the  left  wing  could  not  be  placed  in  the 
fame  manner.  The  Prince  of  Conde  drew  them 
up  between  the  find-hills  and  the  ditches  in  feveral 
lines,  according  to  the  ground  which  in  fome  places 
would  not  allow  of  more  than  three  or  four  fquadrons 
in  front.  It  was  in  this  fituation  that  the  Spaniards 
perplexed,  and  uncertain  of  their  fate,  waited,  with¬ 
out  dirring,  for  the  French. 

The  Vifcount’s  troops,  without  reckoning  thofe  DifpofiUon 
which  guarded  the  baggage  and  the  trenches,  a-°r^.  rerK 
mounted  to  6000  Horfe  and  9000  foot:  his  infan¬ 
try  was  in  two  lines ;  the  firft  confided  of  ten  bat¬ 
talions,  and  %  8  fquadrons,  14  in  the  right  wing, 
and  14  in  the  left,  with  the  canon  at  their  head  : 
the  fecond  line  confided  of  fix  battalions  and  twenty 
fquadrons,  ten  to  the  right  and  ten  to  the  left.  Four 
fquadrons  of  Gendarmes  fupported  the  infantry,  and 
fix  fquadrons  of  referve  were  poded  at  a  good  did 
dance  behind  the  army,  that  they  might  be  ready 
to  fuccour  the  befiegers  in  cafe  of  a  filly  during  the 
battle.  The  fird  line  was  about  a  league  longj 
reaching  from  the  fea  to  the  canal  of  Furnes.  As 
the  fand-hills  are  not  deep,  but  of  an  eafy  dope,  the 
two  lines  in  which  the  battalions  and  fquadrons  were 

•  Frederic  de  Foix,  Comte  de  Meiiles  asd  de  Qurfqiu 
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An.  1658. drawn  up,  feemed  to  be  almoft  quite  flrait,  not- 
YTYJ  withflanding  the  unevesinefs  of  the  ground.  Tu- 
renne  gave  the  right  wing  to  the  Marquis  de  Cre- 
qui,  the  left  to  the  Marquis  de  Caflelnau,  and  the 
main  battle  to  the  Marquis  de  Gadagne  and  the 
Marquis  de  Bellefond.  General  Lockart  was  at 
this  time  troubled  with  a  fit  of  the  gravel.  Major 
General  Morgan  commanded  the  Englifh,  who 
were  polled  towards  the  fea,  oppofite  to  the  Spani¬ 
ards.  The  Count  de  Ligneville  headed  the  Lor- 
rainers  •,  the  Count  de  Soiffons  the  Suiffes,  of  whom 
he  was  Colonel  General  ;  the  Marquis  de  la  Salle 
the  Gendarmes,  and  the  Marquis  de  Richelieu  the 
Corps  de  referve.  The  Count  de  Buffi  Rabutin  per¬ 
formed  the  office  of  Mafter  de  Camp  General  of  the 
horfe :  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  and  his  brother  the 
Count  d’ Auvergne  ferved,  by  the  Vifcount’s  order, 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  only  as  volunteers,  tho* 
the  High  Chamberlain  had  a  regiment  of  his  own. 
Several  frigates  from  the  Englifh  fleet  drew  near 
the  coaft,  and  fired  continually  upon  the  Spanifh 
troops.  Such  was  the  order  of  battle  on  the  French 
fide. 

The  f’rc™h  The  two  armies  not  being  above  a  quarter  of  a 
es™yd  attacks  league  difcant  from  each  other,  the  Vifcount  began 
the  Spani-  £0  p]ay  his  canon  upon  the  enemy  :  as  they  had  no 
artillery,  they  fhould  have  come  to  a  clofe  engage¬ 
ment  as  foon  as  poffible,  but  they  continued  in  their 
polls,  without  flirring,  all  the  time  the  French  army 
was  advancing  towards  them  ;  it  was  obliged  in 
paffing  over  the  Downs  to  mount  and  defcend  feve- 
ral  times,  and  whenever  the  canon  had  reached  the 
tops  of  thole  fand-hills,  fome  vollies  were  given,  fo, 
that  the  Spaniards  fuftained  four  or  five  difcharges. 
The  French  to  avoid  breaking  their  ranks  in  that  un¬ 
even  ground  advanced  fo  flow,  that  they  were  three 
hours  in  going  the  quarter  of  a  league  that  was  be¬ 
tween  the  two  armies.  The  Vifcount  by  this  means. 

had 
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had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  more  exactly  the  An.  1658.' 
difpofition,ftrength  and  countenance  of  the  Spaniards  5 
and  there  was  not  a  foldier  in  his  army,  who  remark¬ 
ing  their  perplexed  air,  did  not  think  and  fay,  that 
they  were  beaten.  It  was  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning 
when  the  French  were  approached  near  them  •,  then 
the  Vifcount  having  re&ified  what  diforder  the 
march  had  occafioned,  appeared  with  that  gay,  calm 
air  which  infpires  confidence,  and  gave  the  fignal 
for  the  charge. 

The  Englifh  were  the  firft  who  attacked  : /as  The  battle 
they  were  over  againft  the  high  fand-hill  on  which  .  tbe 
the  Spaniards  were  polled,  Turenne  lent  orders  defence  of 
to  Major  General  Morgan  to  drive  them  thence :  ^eng‘^  [he 
at  the  fame  time  he  commanded  the  Marquis  de  Spaniards. 
Crequi  to  charge  the  enemy  with  his  right  wing, 
and  the  Marquis  de  Caftelnau  to  march  along  the 
ftrand  with  his  left  wing,  and  wheeling  to  the  right, 
to  fall  upon  them  in  flank.  The  Englifh  inftantly 
mounted  the  fand-hill  with  as  much  eagernefs  as 
proud  confidence  •,  the  hill  grew  more  lleep  towards 
the  top ;  neverthelels  they  clambered  up,  the 
hindmoft  ranks  helping  up  the  foremoft,  and  fup- 
porting  them  with  the  but-ends  of  their  mufkets. 

The  Spaniards  defended  themfelves  for  fome  time 
with  their  pikes,  but  were  at  length  driven  from 
their  poll,  routed  and  put  to  flight.  The  Duke  of 
York  haftening  thither  with  his  guards,  rallied  the 
Spaniards,  furrounded  the  Cromwellians,  and  made 
feveral  prifoners  ;  not  one  of  them  would  lay  down 
his  arms  or  alk  quarter  :  the  French  infantry  quickly 
joined  the  Englilh  on  the  other  fide  of  the  fand-hill, 
and  the  regiment  of  Turenne  advancing  out  of  the 
line  vigoroufly  charged  and  broke  two  Spanilh  bat¬ 
talions,  which  fled  and  carried  away  with  them  the 
cavalry  that  were  to  have  fupported  them.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Marquis  de  Caftelnau  having  marched 
the  cavalry  of  the  wing  he  commanded  along  the 

ftrand. 
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An.  1658.  ftrand,  not  only  took  the  enemy  in  the  flank,  but 
rufhed  between  their  firfl  and  fecond  line,  charged 
them  on  all  fides,  and  threw  them  into  great  con- 
fufton.  Thofe  who  furrendered  were  made  prifo- 
ners,  and  the  reft  put  to  the  fword.  Hitherto  the 
Vifcount  had  kept  in  the  center  of  his  army,  from 
whence  he  fent  orders  and  troops  as  occafion  re¬ 
quired  :  he  obferved  from  the  tops  of  the  fand-hills 
all  that  pafled,  and  perceiving  that  the  Marquis  de 
Crequi  was  pufhing  on  too  far,  hafted  to  his  af- 
fiftance.  The  Marquis  had  at  firft  made  the  ene¬ 
my’s  left  wing  give  way,  and  had  even  pufhed  it 
a  hundred  paces  before  him  ;  but  as  he  was  followed 
by  only  four  fquadrons,  the  Prince  of  Conde’s 
troops  drove  him  back  to  the  front  of  the  right  wing 
of  the  French  army. 

Defeat  of  the  *  The  Prince  who  was  ufed  to  improve  his  ad- 
commanded  vantages  more  than  any  body,  would  not  lofe  this, 
by  the  Prince  Putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  great  body  of  horfe, 
of  Conde.  with  the  General  Officers,  and  all  the  perfons  of  Qua¬ 
lity  in  his  army,  he  charged  the  Marquis  de  Crequi 
and  broke  fome  of  his  ranks :  he  had  like  to  have 
forced  his  way  through  the  French,  penetrated  as  far 
as  Dunkerque,  and  fuccoured  the  town  after  having 
loft  the  battle  :  but  the  Vifcount  coming  that  inftant 
to  fuftain  Crequi,  led  the  fquadrons  of  the  right 
wing  to  the  charge  himfelf,  cauled  feveral  battali¬ 
ons  to  advance,  almoft  entirely  furrounded  the 
Prince’s  troops,  and  attacking  them  in  front  and 
in  the  two  flanks  at  the  fame  time,  caufed  fo  furi¬ 
ous  a  difcharge  to  be  made  as  opened  their  ranks  in 
many  places,  where  inftantly  die  Count  de  Bufiy 
enter’d  with  frefli  troops,  making  a  terrible  daugh¬ 
ter.  Three  times  the  Prince  of  Conde  rallied  his 
broken  fquadrons,  but  they  being  as  often  rout¬ 
ed  by  the  Vifcount,  were  weary  of  returning  to 
the  charge.  Conde  advanced  yet  once  more  againft 
*  Hift.  MSS.dc  1’Abbe  Raguenetc 
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Turenne,  and  to  reftore  his  foldiers  courage,  ex- An.  1658. 
pofed  his  perfon  more  than  he  ought  to  have  done  *, 
but  all  his  efforts  were  ineffectual :  his  difheartened 
troops  all  deferted  him  except  the  French  Noble¬ 
men,  who  with  fuch  a  Hero  at  their  head,  fhunn’d 
no  danger.  The  Vifcount  ftill  pufh’d  on  with  the 
fame  vigour  •,  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  his  horfe 
killed  under  him,  but  one  of  his  Gentlemen  giving 
him  his,  he  efcaped  ;  the  Counts  de  Meilles,  Co- 
ligni,  Boutteville  and  Romainville,  to  favour  his 
retreat,  facrificed  their  own  liberty,  and  were  taken 
prifoners.  As  this  defeat  of  the  enemy’s  left  wing 
happened  almoft  at  the  fame  time  with  that  of  their 
right  wing,  their  whole  army  immediately  retired. 

Turenne,  without  lofs  of  time,  fent  away  theTheVif- 
Marquis  de  Richelieu  with  the  referve  to  join  thej™"^^'* 
troops  before  Dunkerque,  and  enable  them  the  bet¬ 
ter  to  withftand  any  fallies  the  befiegers  might  make  •, 
and  then  proceeded  to  pufh  the  Spaniards,  who 
every  where  quitted  their  polls.  They  were  driven 
.with  fword  and  pike  from  the  hills  to  the  low 
grounds,  where  they  might  have  rallied,  but  they 
chofe  rather  to  have  recourfe  to  the  mercy  of  the 
French  foldiers  *,  who,  as  alfo  the  Lorrainers  and 
other  flrangers  in  the  victorious  army,  fpared  the 
lives  of  thole  who  yielded  but  the  Englifh  would 
give  no  quarter :  the  runaways  were  purfued  as  far 
as  the  gates  of  Furnes,  behind  which  place  they  re¬ 
tired.  Four  thoufand  of  the  enemy  were  taken 
prifoners,  and  the  reft  of  their  army  fodifperfed  and 
Scattered,  that  they  could  fcarce  get  9000  men  to¬ 
gether  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign.  The 
French  had  very  few  foldiers  kill’d  or  wounded, 
and  no  officer  of  diftinCtion,  except  the  Marquis  de 
Caftelnau,  who  died  foon  after  of  his  wounds,  with 
the  poor  confolation  of  having  been  made  aMarfhal 
of  France,  when  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  enjoy 
fhe  honours  of  that  high  poll.  The  Vifcount  after 
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An.  1658.  this  glorious  day,  wrote  the  following  fhorrkcter  to 
his  Lady :  The  enemy  came  to  ns,  and  God  he  proofed 
they  have  been  defeated  1  was  pretty  hufy  all  day, 
which  has  fatigued  me  I  wifh  you  a  good  night  I 
am  going  to  bed. 

Turenne  purfued  the  Spanifh  army  no  farther  than 
Furnes  •,  but  having  rallied  his  troops,  returned  the 
next  day  to  the  fiege  ;  he  fet  at  liberty  twelve  of  the 
Prince  of  Conde’s  guards,  and  fent  them  back  to 
him,  ordering  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  different  places,  and  the  ammunition  taken 
from  the  enemy  to  be  brought  by  the  canal  of  Fur¬ 
nes  to  the  camp  before  Dunkerque.  There  every 
one  placed  himfelf  again  in  his  former  poft.  The 
Vifcount  palled  the  night  on  horfeback  for  fear  of  a 
furprize,  and  made  the  pioneers  begin  fome  faps  5 
thefe  were  made  ufe  of  the  next  day  in  the  ap¬ 
proaches,  which  were  carried  on  with  all  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  refolution  that  victory  infpires.  The  be- 
fieged,  tho’  defpairing  of  fuccour,  ftill  defended 
themfelves  with  the  fame  vigour,  and  it  was  three 
days  before  the  befiegers  could'  make  a  lodgment 
upon  the  counterfcarp,  the  foot  of  which  they  had 
reached  before  the  battle  :  at  length  all  the  out¬ 
works  being  taken,  the  town  furrendered  the  24th 
of  June,  ten  days  after  the  battle,  and  eighteen  from 
the  opening  of  the  trenches  ;  it  would  have  held  out 
longer,  if  the  Marquis  de  Lede  had  not  been  mor¬ 
tally  wounded.  The  King  came  from  Mardyke  to 
Turenne’s  quarter,  where  the  hoftages  were  given, 
and  the  capitulation  fign’d  :  the  garrifon,  which 
was  reduced  to  1000  foot  and  700  horfe,  marched 
out  the  next  day,  and  was  efcorted  to  St.  Omen 
Louis  XIV  with  all  his  Court  entered  triumphantly 
into  Dunkerque  ;  the  town,  according  to  the  treaty 
with  the  Englifh,  was  put  into  their  poffeffion,  and 
the  Vifcount  two  days  after  marched  to  Bergues. 
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'  The  battle  of  the  Downs,  and  the  taking  of  Dun- An.  i6jg. 
kerque  were  exploits  fo  great  and  fo  worthy  of  ad- 
miration,  that  Cardinal  Mazarin  (if  we  may  believe 
a  *  writer  of  that  time)  was  fond  of  having  them 
afcribed  to  him,  and  of  deriving  thence  a  glory  to 
himfelf,  like  that  which  Cardinal  Richelieu  acquired 
by  the  liege  of  Rochelle  :  he  difcovered  this  weak- 
nefs  to  his  favourite  the  Count  de  Moret,  and  com- 
mifiion’d  him  to  negotiate  the  affair  with  the  Vif¬ 
count  •,  Moret’s  inltru&ions  were  to  prevail  if  pof- 
fible  with  Turenne  to  write  a  letter,  in  which  he 
fhould  give  the  Cardinal  the  honour  of  having  pro¬ 
jected  the  fiege,  and  formed  the  plan  of  the  battle  ; 
but  this  agent  was  to  manage  the  matter  dexteroufly, 
and  rather  infinuate  the  thing  than  propofe  it.  Mo¬ 
ret  knowing  that  difiimulation  was  the  fure  way  to 
mifcarry  in  any  tranfadtion  with  Turenne,  and  be¬ 
ing  naturally  averfe  to  artifice,  frankly  told  him  the 
Cardinal’s  defire,  and  afiured  him,  that  whatever 
price  he  fhould  afk  for  this  complaifance  the  Car¬ 
dinal  would  grant  it.  The  Vifcount,  without  he- 
fitating  a  moment,  anfwered,  that  the  Cardinal 
might  employ  whatever  means  he  thought  fit  to 
give  the  world  a  high  opinion  of  his  military  fkill, 
that  he  would  never  fay  a  word  to  hinder  it,  but 
that  he  could  not  authorife  a  falfhood  by  any  writ¬ 
ing  under  his  hand.  How  much  foever  the  Cardi¬ 
nal  was  mortified  by  this  anfwer,  he  could  not  for¬ 
bear  admiring  the  Vifcount’s  difintereftednefs  •,  a 
greedy  politician  would  have  thought  it  a  fine  ftroke 
of  management,  to  have  fecured  the  advantages  of 
a  Minifter’s  favour,  by  making  fport  with  his  va¬ 
nity  :  but  thefe  low  and  mercenary  arts  were  un¬ 
worthy  of  Turenne  -f-. 

Two  days  after  the  furrender  of  Dunkerque,  the  The  v;r- 
Vifcount  marched  to  befiege  Bergues.  The 
night  after  opening  the  trenches,  the  French  took  a 

*  Langlade.  •f  Mem.  de  Langlade. 
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An.  1658  redoubt  which  the  enemy  had  made  near  their  cotin- 
terfcarp  ;  the  next  Count  Schomberg  carried  all  the 
outworks,  and  made  a  lodgment  upon  the  edge  of 
the  ditch.  The  town’s  people  feeing  fome  canon 
brought  near  their  gates,  fent  to  capitulate  ;  their 
propofal  was  agreed  to,  but  it  was  on  condition, 
that  the  garrifon  confining  of  900  men  all  veterans, 
fhould  remain  prifoners  of  war.  Thefe  no  fooner 
underftood  what  was  to  be  their  fate,  but  fome  of 
them  threw  themfelves  into  the  moraffes,  in  order 
to  efcape  that  way,  and  others  would  have  plun¬ 
dered  the  town,  but  they  were  all  feized  and  fent 
into  France  by  the  way  of  Calais. 

TheSpani-  The  Spanish  army  which  had  retired  to  Furnes, 
theirarmy  having  advice  that  Bergues  had  capitulated,  marched 
to  garrifon  toNieuporf,  and  there  immediately  held  a  coun- 
thcir  towns.  cj]  t0  colder  what  was  belt  to  be  done.  Dom 
John  was  of  opinion  to  poft  the  army  along  the  ca¬ 
nal,  and  difpute  the  paffage  •,  no  body  oppofed  this 
projedt  except  the  Duke  of  York,  but  he  remon- 
ftrated  againft  it  with  fome  warmth  •,  he  urged  to 
them,  that  they  had  not  a  fufficient  number  of  foot 
to  defend  that  poft  againft  a  victorious  army  ;  that 
the  troops  were  yet  under  the  impreflions  of  their 
late  defeat  •,  that  fhould  they  be  routed  a  fecond 
time,  the  French  would  fall  upon  the  great  towns, 
and  pufh  their  conquefts  even  to  Brufiels  ;  he  pro- 
pofed  therefore  the  dividing  of  the  troops,  and  the 
diftributing  of  them  into  the  great  towns  that  were 
the  moft  expofed,  in  order  to  keep  the  enemy  em¬ 
ployed  in  long  and  laborious  fieges  to  the  end  of  the 
campaign ;  adding,  that  frefh  forces  might  be  got 
together  the  next  year,  and  the  war  renewed  with 
more  fuccefs.  His  counfel  being  approved,  it  was 
put  in  execution  fome  days  after  •,  the  Prince  of  Conde 
went  to  Oftend  with  a  body  of  troops  fufficient  to 
defend  that  ftrong  place  •,  the  Duke  of  York  and 
die  Marquis  de  Caracena  ftaid  in  Nieuport  with 
.  .  1  1  2000 
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2ooo  foot  and  2000  horfe-,  Dom  John  with  fome  An.  1658. 
infanti  y  and  a  confiderable  body  of  horfe,  threw  '*^Y “S-# 
himfelf  into  Bruges  ;  and  the  Prince  of  Lignes  with 
the  reft  of  the  troops  marched  into  Ypres  *. 

f  Turenne  receiving  advice  that  the  enemy  had  Turenne 
deferted  Furnes,  and  had  left  there  only  fourfcore  men  ne,‘uzy“eD'^ 
in  garrifon,  detached  the  Marquis  de  Varenne  with^King’s 
2000  men  to  befiege  the  place-,  he  went  thither bim^fun* 
himfelf  four  hours  after  thinly  attended,  and  fum- pend  his 
moned  the  city  to  furrender,  threatning  the  inhabi-conq-u<ils* 
tants  to  plunder  it  if  they  made  the  leaft  refiftance. 

The  Magiftrates  having  opened  their  gates  to  him,  3  July, 
he  fent  away  the  garrifon  to  Nieuport,  and  returned 
on  the  morrow  to  his  army  which  he  had  left  before 
Bergues :  without  ftaying  there  fo  much  as  one  day 
to  reft  himfelf,  he  marched  expeditioufty  crofs  the 
country  to  Fintelle  in  his  way  to  Dixmuyde,  where 
he  had  appointed  the  Marquis  de  Crequi,  who  was 
at  Rofebrugh  with  a  detachment  to  meet  him.  One 
third  of  the  army  fwam  crofs  the  river  near  fort  Ke- 
noque,  in  order  to  feize  and  carry  off  fome  cattle 
that  were  feeding  in  the  neighbouring  meadows. 

Early  next  morning  the  Vifcount  keeping  along  the 
bank  of  the  river  Yper,  arrived  before  Dixmuyde  *, 
this  town  which  was  in  the  center  of  the  enemy’s 
country  had  been  much  negledfed,  but  they  had  be¬ 
gun  ten  days  before  to  repair  the  fortifications  of  it. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  had  flopped  there  in  his  way 
to  Oftend  and  being  fenftble  that  he  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  defend  it,  had  left  there  400  men  with 
orders  to  abandon  it,  in  cafe  the  French  crofted  the 
river  -,  fo  that  Turenne  had  no  fooner  laid  a  bridge 
over  the  Yper,  and  fent  fome  troops  over  it  to  fum- 
mon  the  place,  but  it  furrendered.  He  was  going 6  July* 
to  purfue  his  conquefts,  and  pufh  the  enemy  who 
durft  not  keep  the  field,  when  the  Cardinal  fent 
him  word  to  fufpend  all  further  enterprizes  till  new 

*  Duke  of  York’s  Memoirs.  t  Turenne’s  Memoirs. 
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An.  1658.  orders,  becaufe  the  King  was  fallen  dangeroufly  ill 
at  Calais.  The  Minifter  was  extremely  uneafy  and 
apprehenfive  for  himfelf,  well  knowing  that  he  was 
not  beloved  by  the  King’s  brother  then  Duke  of 
Anjou,  and  prefumptive  Heir  of  the  Crown :  in 
this  agitation  of  mind  he  fent  the  Count  de  Moret  to 
the  Vifcount  with  propofals  quite  different  from  thofe 
he  had  made  him  fome  days  before  :  he  begged,  he 
intreated,  he  implored  his  friendfhip,  and  afked 
him  whether  he  might  depend  on  him  in  cafe  the 
King  fhould  die.  Turenne,  whofe  conftant  guide 
was  the  good  of  his  country,  anfwered,  that  if  fuch 
a  misfortune  fhould  happen,  he  would  reprefent  to 
the  Duke  of  Anjou,  that  it  Was  for  the  intereft  of 
the  State  to  continue  the  Cardinal  in  the  Miniftry. 
Mazarin  was  mightily  for  having  him  promife  to 
fend  his  troops  to  maintain  his  eminence  in  the  poft 
he  poffeffed  :  but  the  Vifcount  did  not  think  proper 
to  enter  into  any  engagement  which  might  be  in- 
confiftent  with  his  duty  *. 

During  the  ten  days  that  the  alarm  about  the 
King’s  health  lafted,  Turenne  continued  near  Dix- 
muyde  in  almoft  a  total  inaction  *,  he  only  fent  the 
Marquis  de  Crequi  forward  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Nieuport  with  a  large  body  of  troops.  The 
Spaniards  who  were  beginning  to  intrench  them- 
felves  behind  a  canal  half  a  league  from  the  town, 
imagining  that  the  King’s  whole  army  was  coming 
to  give  them  battle,  retired  and  feparated.  As  they 
had  neither  ammunition  nor  provifions,  the  Vif¬ 
count  might  have  attacked  them  to  advantage  in 
that  poft,  and  intirely  defeated  them  ;  but  the  King’s 
ficknefs  hindred  him,  and  the  enemy  by  that  means 
had  time  to  diftribute  themfelves  in  the  towns  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Duke  of  York’s  advice. 

Gravelin  be-  In  the  beginning  of  Auguft  the  King  recovered 
his  health,  and  returned  to  Paris.  To  finifti  by 
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fome  fhining  exploit  a  campaign  that  had  begun  fo  An.  1658. 
glorioufly,  Mazarin  had  fent  for  Marfhal  de  law>'w^w/ 
Ferte’s  army  from  Lorrain  •,  it  was  already  come 
as  far  as  Lens,  in  order  to  join  that  of  the  Vifcount. 

The  two  Generals  made  a  vifit  totheMinifter  at  Caf- 
fel,  where  it  was  refolded,  that  la  Ferte  fhould  at¬ 
tack  Gravelin,  and  that  Turenne  fhould  cover  the 
fiege :  the  Vifcount  fent  thither  feven  or  eight  re¬ 
giments  of  foot  under  the  command  of  Varenne,  and 
ltaid  at  Dixmuyde  with  his  army.  The  trenches 
were  opened  at  Gravelin  fifteen  days  before  the  ene¬ 
my  thought  of  relieving  it.  They  raifed  4000  men 
in  Brabant,  affembled  them  near  Bergues,  and  draw¬ 
ing  near  the  Lys,  joined  the  Count  de  Marfin’s 
troops  that  were  coming  from  the  Dutchy  of  Lux¬ 
embourg:  they  pafted  by  Ypres,  and  halted  at 
Poperingue,  where  all  their  Generals  except  the 
Duke  of  York  were  prefent.  Turenne  then  changed 
the  pofture  of  his  army,  and  diftributed  it  into  dif¬ 
ferent  places.  He  fent  the  Marquis  de  Crequi  with 
a  body  of  troops  to  Fintelle  to  make  head  againft 
the  enemy  who  were  advancing  towards  Rofe- 
brugh  ;  he  pofted  fome  horfe  and  dragoons  in  fort 
Kenoqueon  the  Yper  to  defend  the  pafiage  over  it ; 
he  ordered  two  brigades  of  horfe  which  he  had  left 
at  Mardyke  to  march  to  Gravelin  as  foon  as  the 
enemy  fhould  draw  near  it ;  he  retired  himfelf  with 
the  reft  of  his  troops  under  the  canon  of  Dunkerque, 
from  whence  all  the  way  to  Furnes  he  pofted  pla¬ 
toons  up  and  down,  but  in  fuch  wife  that  thefe  fmall 
bodies  could  all  unite  in  a  very  little  time,  and  mu¬ 
tually  fupport  one  another.  The  army  remained  in 
this  fituation  to  the  end  of  the  fiege  of  Gravelin, 
which  lafted  fix  and  twenty  days :  The  French,  30  Augoft. 
befide  900  men  there  kill’d  or  wounded,  loft  the 
Marquis  d’Uxelles,  the  Count  de  Moret,  and  the 
Marquis  de  V arenne,  three  faithful  friends  of  the 
Vifcount’s. 

After 
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An.  1658.  After  the  town  was  taken,  the  Spanifh  army  re- 
tired  to  Ypres,  and  thence  along  the  Lys.  Maza- 
countcom-  rin  who  had  flay’d  at  Dunkerque  during  the  fiege 

wmd  alone  Gravelin,  returned  to  Court,  and  left  the  Vif- 

arn-.y  a  on  .  coun{.  care  0f  finifh}ng  the  campaign  as  he 

pleafed.  La  Ferte  fet  out  for  France,  leaving  his 
troops  with  Turenne,  who  fent  away  two  or  three 
regiments  of  foot  to  the  camp  before  Hedin,  where 
20000  men  under  the  command  of  Marfhal  Schu- 
lemberg  were  guarding  the  frontiers,  left  the  enemy 
fhould  march  that  wav,  in  order  to  remove  the  war 
out  of  their  own  country.  Lockart  the  Ambaffador 
from  England,  flay’d  at  Dunkerque  with  a  ftrong 
garrifon,  and  Major  General  Morgan  with  2000 
Englifh  followed  the  Vifcount. 


The  vif-  T urenne  having  given  Count  Schomberg  feven  or 

marches  to  eight  regiments  to  cover  Dixmuyde,  Fames  and 
Thieit,  and  Bergues,  marched  with  the  army  to  Thielt,  intend- 
to°oudenMd^nS to  advance  on  the  Lys  and  theScheld.  By  thus 
which  he  leaving  the  enemy  behind  him,  he  hoped  to  make 
ukes‘  them  jealous  of  the  great  towns  of  Ghent,  Bruges 
and  Bruflels,  and  thereby  oblige  them  to  march  far 
away  from  the  Lys,  that  he  might  fall  upon  Ou- 
denarde,  Menin  and  Ypres.  As  foon  as  he  arrived 
at  Thielt,  he  detached  Count  Gafiion  with  five  or 
fix  regiments  to  Deynfe,  with  inftructions  to  fend 
out  parties  to  Oudenarde  to  view  the  condition  it  was 
in.  He  flayed  two  days  at  Thielt,  and  then 
marched  with  fome  fquadrons  to  the  caftle  of  Gavre  : 
of  4  or  5000  men  of  the  militia,  who  were  to  have 
been  upon  the  banks  of  the  Scheld  to  oppofe  his 
palling,  there  appeared  but  300  ;  andthefe  ran  away 
at  his  approach.  Two  hundred  French  dragoons 
fwam  crois  the  river  under  the  very  caftle,  which 
fo  terrified  the  garrifon,  that  it  inftantly  furrendered. 
After  this  the  Vifcount  fent  the  brigade  of  Podwitz, 
and  feverai  other  regiments  of  horfe  over  the  Scheld, 
*to  courfe  up  as  far  as  Bruflels  :  thefe  incurfions  caufed 
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fuch  a  fright,  that  the  Spanifh  troops  which  were  An.  1658. 
near  Oudenarde,  immediately  marched  away  under 
the  command  of  Dom  Antonio  de  Cueva  to  five  the 
Capital.  While  the  King’s  troops  were  at  work  in 
making  a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  Scheld,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Oudenarde  fent  to  demand  fafe-guards  : 

Turenne  taking  with  him  1000  horfe  and  200  dra¬ 
goons,  marched  thither  without  delay,  and  threat- 
ned  to  befiege  the  place  if  the  gates  were  not  opened 
to  him.  It  was  believed  at  firft  that  the  Governor 
would  furrender  •,  but  he  feeing  the  fmall  number 
the  Vifcount  had  with  him  began  to  fire  :  upon 
which  orders  were  inftantly  fent  to  all  the  forces 
that  were  at  Thielt  to  advance  ;  they  arrived  early 
the  next  morning,  and  he  made  his  rounds  to  take  a 
view  of  the  ground.  While  he  was  pofting  the 
King’s  dragoons  in  a  place  by  which  fuccours  might 
come  to  the  town,  three  regiments  of  horfe  which 
the  Prince  of  Conde  had  detach’d  under  Count 
Chamilli,  came  and  attack’d  the  dragoons  •,  but 
the  latter  kept  their  ground,  repulfed  the  enemy, 
and  took  Chamilli  prifoner  with  one  half  of  his  men. 

The  town  was  foon  after  inverted,  and  the  trenches 
opened  in  three  different  places,  but  the  befiegers 
made  no  lines ;  in  two  hours  time  they  approached 
a  half  moon,  and  were  upon  the  point  of  taking  it 
when  the  towns-people  capitulated  ;  and  fome  regi-  9  Septsmber. 
ments  which  had  ftolen  into  the  place  a  little  before 
Turenne  inverted  it  were  made  prifoners  of  war. 

The  Vifcount  was  in  fufpenfe  for  fome  time,  whe-  Ke  furpriies 
ther  he  fhould  not  march  to  Bruffels;  but  having^ 

Only  a  flying  camp,  without  any  heavy  canon,  and  tignes  new 
proviflons  but  for  four  days,  he  chofe  rather  to  tumYpKS' 
back,  march  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  maritime 
towns,  (whence  he  might  eafily  draw  proviflons, 
thofe  places  being  abundantly  fupply’d  by  means 
of  the  fea)  and  there  wait  a  favourable  opportunity 
£0  poffefs  himfglf  of  Courtrai,  Menin,  and  perhaps 

Y  2  Ypres, 
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•Ypres.  He  left  in  Oudenard  two  regiments  of/ 
horfe  and  400  foot  under  the  command  of  Roch- 
paire,  and  marching  up  along  the  Scheld,  made 
fome  boats  be  tow’d  after  him,  as  if  he  intended  to 
befiege  Tournai,  or  penetrate  into  Brabant :  he  fent 
orders  at  the  fame  time  to  Gaffion,  who  was  at  Deynfe 
to  draw  near  *,  and  when  he  had  followed  the  road 
to  Tournai  a  pretty  while,  fell  of  a  fudden  upon 
Menin.  Thirty  troopers  of  his  guard,  whom  he  had 
fent  to  view  the  condition  of  the  place,  brought 
word  that  the  Prince  de  Lignes  was  within  a  league 
and  a  half,  with  2000  foot  and  1500  horfe:  this 
Prince  was  coming  from  Ypres,  and  was  to  have 
thrown  himfelf  into  Tournai  immediately  upon  the 
Prince  of  Conde’s  departure  thence  to  join  Dom 
John  near  Bruffels.  Turenne  ordered  the  Count  de 
Roye  and  the  Count  de  Melun,  who  were  in  the 
van-guard  to  go  and  attack  the  Prince  de  Lignes. 
The  firft  troops  they  met  with  were  thofe  of  Droot 
and  Louvigni,  which  they  defeated  ;  and  being 
afterwards  affifted  by  the  regiments  of  the  Queen, 
Rennel,  Crequi  and  la  Ferte,  which  were  headed 
by  the  Marquis  d’Humieres  and  the  Marquis  de  Ga- 
dagne,  they  pufhed  the  Spaniards  to  a  bridge  upon 
the  Lys  near  Commines,  and  entirely- routed  them  : 
of  the  whole  detach  ment  600  horfe  only  efcaped, 
4O0  of  which  threw  themfelves  into  Ypres  with  the 
Prince  de  Lignes,  and  150  got  to  Lille.  The 
2000  foot  were  cut  in  pieces,  or  made  prifoners, 
and  all  their  arms,  colours  and  baggage jtaken. 

After  this  defeat,  Turenne  detached  the  brigade 
of  Podwitz  by  the  way  of  Menin  (which  being  half 
,  rafed  readily  opened  its  gates  to  him)  and  St.  Lieu 
by  the  Ghent-road  towards  Ypres.  The  army  en¬ 
camped  that  night  near  Menin,  where  Turenne  left 
1000  foot  and  500  horfe,  and  at  day-break  march¬ 
ed  forward  for  Ypres,  the  garrifon  of  which  confift- 
ed  of  700  horfe  and  1 500  foot.  When  he  was  come 

6  before 
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before  the  place  he  afiembled  all  his  troops  that  had  An.  1658* 
been  difperfed  up  and  down  in  Flanders  *,  ordered 
Count  Schomberg  to  putBergues,  Furnes,  and  Dix- 
muyde  in  a  condition  of  defence  and  come  and  join 
him  with  the  remainder  of  his  troops ;  and  fent  to 
Marfhal  Schulemberg  to  bring  him  are-inforcement 
of  3000  men  from  the  camp  before  Fledin.  The 
beginning  of  the  fiege  was  no  more  than  a  blockade 
for  want  of  inftruments  to  break  ground,  ammunition 
and  artillery.  But  Talon,  Intendant  of  the  army, 
going  to  Dunkerque  and  Gravelin  brought  from 
thofe  places  every  thing  neceffary  for  the  fiege  •,  fo 
that  at  length  the  trenches  were  opened,  and  five*6 Septemb. 
days  after  the  town  furrendered.  The  Vifcount 
granted  an  honourable  capitulation  to  the  Prince  de 
Eignes,  who  marched  out  the  next  day  with  two 
pieces  of  canon,  600  horfe  and  1200  foot :  the  ene¬ 
my  had  not  loft  more  than  three  or  four  hundred 
men  in  the  fiege,  but  the  French  had  1200  killed 
or  wounded  by  reafon  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
works  were  carried  on. 

Turenne,  not  to  lofe  time,  detached  2000  men  the  He  takes 
very  day  of  the  capitulation,  to  attack  the  caftle  of  Com-  ^/^nove, 
mines,  and  the  next  day  he  marched  thither  himfelfThecam- 
with  the  whole  army.  *  Rutherford,  Colonel  of  thepa'snends* 
regiment  of  Scots  guards,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
fort  in  three  days :  the  next  day  the  army  palled  the  30  Septemb. 
Lys  and  encamped  atTurcoin  where  it  ftaid  five  or  fix 
days  to  reft  and  refrefh  itfelf ;  after  which  it  marched 
to  Epiere,  and  ftaid  there  almoft  four  weeks,  during 
which  time  great  diligence  was  us’d  in  repairing  the 
fortifications  of  Menin  and  Oudenarde.  In  the 
beginning  of  November,  Dom  John  of  Auftria 
and  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  having  advice  that 
the  King’s  army  intended  to  decamp,  marched  to- 

*  Rutherford,  Earl  of  Theviot,  was  the  laft  Colonel  of  the  Scots  guards. 

It  appears  by  father  Daniel’s  hiftory  of  the  French  militia  that  the  regiment  of 
Scots  guards  fubfiftcd  in  France  only  from  the  year  1643  to  the  year  1662. 

Y  3  wards 
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An.  1658.  wards  Courtray  with  a  body  of  horfe  that  had  been 
V^'YN-  brought  from  Ghent.  Turenne  inftantly  fent  Pod- 
witz  with  2000  horfe  to  fieze  upon  Gramont  which 
furrendered,  and  he  himfelf  marched  and  took  Ni¬ 
no  ve.  He  had  no  intention  to  keep  thefe  two  places, 
but  only  to  make  ufe  of  them  while  his  army  fhould 
continue  in  the  country  for  the  conveniency  of  fo¬ 
raging,  and  in  order  to  ftraiten  Dom  John,  and  Ca- 
racena  in  Bruftels,  whither  they  were  obliged  to  re¬ 
turn  a-new  with  a  body  of  troops  ;  he  ftaid  in  the 
country  all  the  month  of  November,  confumed 
the  forage,  and  put  all  under  contribution.  The 
army  in  the  beginning  of  December  re-pafled  the 
Lys  at  Harlebeck,  and  after  the  Vifcount  had 
thus  defeated  and  difperfed  the  Spanifh  army,  and 
put  it  out  of  a  condition  to  keep  the  field,  after  he  had 
taken  twelve  towns  and  fubdued  the  whole  country 
between  the  Yper,  the  Lys,  and  the  Scheld,  he  left 
100  troops  of  horfe  and  5000  foot  in  the  conquered 
places,  marched  bade  his  army  into  France,  and 
return’d  himfelf  to  Court. 

An.  1659.  The  rapid  conquefts  of  the  Vifcount  alarmed  the 
>/‘V\d  Catholick  King  and  contributed  to  the  bringing  a- 
taha  ^eaciT  bout  a  peace  between  the  two  Crowns.  Spain  was 
between  in  fear,  left  the  French  become  matters  of  the  Low- 
gT  and  countries,  fhould  carry  their  forces  into  the  heart 
of  that  Kingdom,  and  conquer  a  country  that  was 
undefended  by  ftrong  towns,  in  much  lefs  time  than 
they  had  ravaged  the  wealthy  provinces  of  Flanders 
which  abounds  with  fortified  cities.  *  Moreover, 
the  Queen  looked  upon  the  recovery  of  the  King’s 
health  as  a  particular  bleffing  from  Heaven,  and 
thought  herfelf  obliged  to  fhow  her  thankfulnefs  for 
it  by  putting  a  flop  to  the  effufion  of  Chriftian  blood : 
fhe  fpoke  of  it  with  warmth  to  the  Cardinal,  and 
declared  to  him,  that  Ihe  could  not,  without  adting 

*  Nani,  Hift.  de  la  Republique  de  Venice,  1.  8.  Priorato  della  pace  fra  le 
due  Corone.  Letttes  du  Cardinal  Mazarin. 

againft 
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againft  all  the  fentiments  of  her  heart  and  negletffing  An.  1659. 
the  true  interefts  of  her  family  and  thofe  of  France, 
refufe  a  peace  to  her  brother  the  King  of  Spain. 

Nor  was  this  all.  Cromwell  being  dead,  the  people 
of  England,  weary  of  their  own  frenzy,  wilhed  to 
fee  Charles  the  fecond  upon  the  Throne  of  his  an- 
ceftors  :  the  Duke  of  York  loved  France,  and  both 
the  one  and  the  other  were  defirous  to  fee  a  peace  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Kingdoms.  Laftly,  both  in  Spain 
and  in  France  the  cities  were  difpeopled,  the  pro¬ 
vinces  defolate,  the  treafures  confumed,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  oppreffed  •,  every  thing  feemed  to  call  for  a 
peace  as  the  only  remedy  for  thofe  miferies  under 
which  all  Chriftendom  laboured.  Neverthelefs 
there  was  a  motive  different  from  all  thefe  which 
chiefly  determined  Cardinal  Mazarin.  He  had  ne¬ 
ver  entirely  dropt  the  projedl  of  marrying  the  King 
to  the  Infanta  Maria-Therefa,  who  might  be  again 
prefumptive  heirefs  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  by  the 
death  of  the  young  Prince  her  brother,  born  fince  de 
L.yonne’s  negotiation.  In  order  to  bring  the  Court 
of  Madrid  into  this  fcheme,  he  publickly  gave  out 
that  he  was  going  to  conclude  a  marriage  between 
the  King  and  the  Princefs  Marguerite  of  Savoye  -, 
and  in  reality  he  did  carry  the  King  in  the  depth  of 
winter  to  Lyons,  and  prevailed  with  the  Duchefs  of 
Savoye  to  come  there  with  her  two  daughters.  In 
the  mean  time  he  fent  privately  to  the  Count  de 
Fuenfaldasne,  to  let  him  know  that  the  time  was 
come  either  to  prepare  for  an  irreconcileable  war,  or 
conclude  a  peace  by  the  marriage  of  the  Infanta  with 
Louis  XIV.  Fuenfaldagne  then  Governor  of  Mi¬ 
lan  difpatched  a  Courier  to  Madrid,  and  the  Court 
of  Spain  fent  Pimentel  with  all  diligence  to  Lyons 
with  advantageous  propolals :  Mazarin  accepted 
them,  fent  the  Duchefs  of  Savoy  back  with  her  two 
daughters,  and  the  Court  returned  to  Paris, 

Y  4 


The 
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An.  1659.  The  Cardinal  had  made  but  a  flight  fketch  of 
the  treaty  at  Lyons,  but  Pimentel  came  in  a  fhort 
time  to  Paris,  and  after  feveral  conferences  with  the 
Minifter  it  was  agreed.  That  the  Cardinal  on  the 
one  fide  and  Dom  Louis  de  Haro  on  the  other,  fhould 
fet  out  one  from  Paris  the  other  from  Madrid  and 
repair  to  the  ifle  of  Pheafants  in  the  Pyrenees,  an 
ifland  formed  by  the  river  of  Bidaffoa  which  is  of  no 
note  but  for  being  the  boundary  of  the  two  King¬ 
doms.  T wo  lodges  were  built  in  the  ifland  exa&ly 
alike,  and  at  an  equal  diftance  from  both  was  a  com¬ 
mon  hall  with  two  doors  over-againft  one  another, 

bv  which  the  two  Minifters  were  to  enter  at  the  fame 
* 

time  each  on  his  own  fide,  two  chairs  were  alfo  pla¬ 
ced  over-againft  one  another  to  prevent  all  pretence 
for  difpute. 

Conference  Shortly  after,  the  two  Minifters  arrived  upon  the 
Ph^rants.  °f  frontiers,  where  the  Spanifh  pride  would  in  the  de¬ 
cline  of  its  power  have  difputed  for  precedence  *,  but 
the  Cardinal  knowing  that  it  was  contrary  to  good 
policy  to  retard  an  important  negotiation  for  the  fake 
of  a  vain  ceremonial,  was  fatified  with  equality,  to 
which  the  two  parties  tacitly  confented.  The  firft 
conference  was  in  the  beginning  of  Auguff,  and  in 
eight  or  nine  meetings  all  was  adjuffed.  Thefe  two 
Minifters  of  fuch  different  characters,  the  one  ftate- 
ly,  inflexible,  but  frank  and  open,  the  other  com- 
plaifant,  fupple  and  full  of  artifice,  exhaufted  all  the 
ftrength  and  fubtilty  of  their  Genius’s,  and  in  three 
months  time  did  more  than  the  mediators  of  all  the 
nations  of  Europe  had  been  able  to  effedt  in  almoft 
five  years  at  the  treaty  of  Munfter. 

The  princi-  The  prefenttreaty  confifted  of  1 24  articles,  of  which 
©f  the  treaty,  the  firft  related  to  commerce  :  after  which  it  was  fti- 
pulated  that  the  moft  Chriftian  King  fhould  marry 
the  moft  ferene  Infanta  Maria-Therefa  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Catholick  King,  and  fhould  have  with 
her  500,000  gold  crowns  in  portion.  After  thefe 

efientia! 
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effential  articles  followed  the  regulation  concerning  An.  1659. 
the  reftitution  of  the  Conquefts  made  by  the  contract- 
ing  powers  in  Flanders  and  Catalonia.  The  King 
of  Spain  engaged  to  pardon  the  rebellious  Catalans 
and  to  renounce  all  pretenfions  upon  Alface  :  then 
what  related  to  the  interefts  of  the  allies  was  fettled  ; 
the  Cardinal  got  the  treaty  of  Querafque  confirmed,  by 
which  Pignerol  was  preferved  to  the  French  :  Spain 
reftored  Verceil  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  •,  to  the  Prince 
of  Monaco  his  demefns  which  had  been  invaded  ; 

Reggio  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  and  to  the  Duke  of 
Neubourg  the  city  of  Juliers  which  theHoufe  ofAu- 
ftria  had  for  feveral  years  paft  held  in  fequeff  ration. 

The  Duke  of  Lorrain  had  the  lot  of  a  Prince  whofe 
condu£t  had  been  ever  unfteady  •,  he  was  not  confi- 
dered  as  either  friend  or  foe  ;  he  was  reftored  to  his 
dominions,  but  it  was  upon  condition  that  he  fhould 
demolifliNanci,  and  yield  the  Duchy  ofBar,Moyen- 
wic,  Clermont,  Stenai,  Dun  and  Jametz  to  France, 
and  for  the  future  allow  a  free  paffage  through  his 
dominions  to  the  troops  which  the  moft  Chriftian 
King  fhould  fend  into  Alface.  The  Cardinal’s  at¬ 
tempts  towards  a  reconciliation  between  Spain  and 
Portugual  were  fruitlefs,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
parties  free  to  continue  the  war,  and  promife  a  neu¬ 
trality  on  the  part  of  France.  The  Prince  of  Conde’s 
affair  was  the hardeftof  all  toaccommodate  •,  thetwo 
Minifters  grew  fo  warm  in  this  difpute  that  they  were 
often  upon  the  point  of  breaking  off  the  conferences, 
rather  than  abate  any  thing  of  their  refpe£tive  preten¬ 
fions.  The  Cardinal  neverthelefs  being  fenfible  of 
what  importance  it  was  to  the  State,  to  bring  back 
fuch  a  hero  as  Conde  to  his  allegiance,  difpofed  the 
King  to  pardon  the  Prince  on  condition  that  Spain The  v;f„ 
yielded  Avenes  to  France.  count  re- 

*  During  thefe  negotiations  there  was  an  univerfal  [“i^Sanct 
fufpenfion  of  arms  •,  and  the  Vifcount  took  that  op- towards  the 


*  Duke  of  York’s  Memoirs* 


King  of  En¬ 
gland’s  re- 
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•An.  i659-portunity  to  do  an  adtion  worthy  his  love  of  juftice. 
VT^  He  underftood  that  the  Royalifts  in  England  had 
fince  the  death  of  Cromwell  taken  up  arms  againft 
the  Republicans,  the  Partizans  of  Richard,  fonofthe 
redoubted  Ufurper,  and  that  the  Englifh  fleet  was  in 
the  Baltick  *,  and  finding  that  the  peace  with  Spain 
was  not  only  refolved  upon  but  almoft  concluded,  he 
thought  the  Reftoration  of  a  dethroned  King  would 
be  equally  glorious  and  advantageous  to  France.  All 
thefe  confiderations  join’d  with  the  perfonal  friend- 
fhip  he  had  for  the  Duke  of  York  made  him  give 
way  to  his  predominant  paflion  for  heroick  adtions. 
Having  obtained  the  Court’s  confent  he  purpofed  at 
his  own  expence  to  affift  the  King  of  England  in  af- 
cending  the  Throne  of  his  anceftors :  he  requefted  the 
Duke  of  York  to  come  to  Amiens,  and  offered  him 
his  regiment  of  foot  confifting  of  1 200  effedtive  men, 
together  with  the  Scots  gendarmes  •,  ammunition  and 
arms  for  four  or  five  thoufand  men  •,  provifions  to 
fubfift  them  two  months  •,  fhips  to  tranfport  them  in¬ 
to  England  *,  paflports  to  embark  at  Boulogne  the 
troops  the  Duke  had  in  Flanders,  and  laftly  all  his 
credit  for  borrowing  the  neceffary  fums.  The  Duke 
of  York  having  joyfully  accepted  thefe  offers,  Tu- 
renne  fent  him  a  letter  for  the  King’s  Lieutenant  at 
Boulogne,  who  had  promifed  to  furnifh  all  the  vef- 
fels  belonging  to  the  ports  of  his  government  even  to 
his  fifhing-fmacks.  The  Duke  of  Bouillon  and  the 
Count  d’ Auvergne,  the  Vifcount’s  nephews,  were  to 
have  accompanied  the  Duke  of  York  as  volunteers, 
and  the  very  eve  of  the  day  fixed  for  the  embarka¬ 
tion  was  already  come,  when  certain  accounts  were 
brought  of  the  defeat  of  the  Royalifts  *,  this  made  it 
neceffary  to  fufpend  for  fome  time  the  execution  of 
this  projedt. 

The inters  fhe  mean  time  the  Vifcount  found  means  to  en- 

into  a  ccrre-  ter  into  a  correfpondence  with  General  Monk,  the 
wnfcene-  reft°rer  °f  the  Royal  Houle  of  Stuart ;  and  wrote  to 
rai  Monk,  him  the  following  letter.  S  1  r* 


Vifcount  de  TURENNE. 


66 
66 
4  4 
44 
46 
46 
46 
66 
66 
46 
66 
66 
66 
66 
66 
46 
44 
46 
66 
46 


S  I  R, 

TH  E  Gentleman  whom  I  fent  into  England, 
“  and  whom  I  defired  to  make  you  my 
compliments,  has  receiv’d  fo  many  civilities  from 
you  that  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  return  you 
thanks  for  them.  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity 
to  entreat  you  would  confide  in  what  he  fays,  and 
believe  that,  having  of  a  lor.g  time  confidered 
your  condudt,  1  have  a  particular  efteem  for  your 
perfon  *,  you  may  likewife  be  allured  that  I  will 
contribute  all  in  my  power  to  whatever  you  fhall 
think  convenient  for  you  and  for  the  ecclefiaftical 
and  political  State  of  England,  and  that  I  have 
no  other  intention  but  to  concur  with  candor  and 
openncfs  in  every  thing  that  fhall  be  for  the  good 
of  both.  If  you  fhall  think  fit  to  place  an  entire 
confidence  in  me  I  fhall  always  aft  fo  as  not  to 
give  ground  for  the  leaft  fufpicion,  and  thole 
who  wilh  the  good  and  tranquillity  of  their  coun¬ 
try  will  not  find  fault  with  my  defigns  if  you  ap¬ 
prove  of  them  5  I  believe  you  will  not  be  difplea- 
fed  with  this  compliment  and  with  the  affurance  I 
give  you  of  my  being. 


33* 

An.  1659. 


Sir, 


Your  moft  humble  fervant. 


Turenne. 


It  appears  by  feveral  other  letters  to  the  King  ofThceond?~ 
Great-Britain  and  the  Duke  of  York  that  the  Vif-  treaty  of  the 
count  was  in  clofe  correfpondence  with  the  Royaliftsprreiiee*' 
in  England,  and  that  he  contributed  more  than  any 
other  ftranger  to  the  happy  Reftoration  of  Charles 
the  fecond.  In  the  mean  while  the  articles  of  the 

treaty 
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An.  1659.  treaty  of  peace  between  France  and  Spain  and  thofe 
of  the  marriage  of  the  King  with  the  Infanta  were 
conluded  and  figned  the  feventh  of  November :  the 
war,  which  had  lafted  almoft  24  years  between  the 
two  Crowns,  was  now  at  an  end.  Alface,  Roufil- 
lon,  Artois  and  Flanders,  became  provinces  of 
France.  Mazarin  by  his  negotiations  and  Turenne 
by  his  vidtories  thus  executed  the  principal  part  of 
Richelieu’s  plan,  which  was  to  extend  the  bounds  of 
the  French  Monarchy. 


The  end  of  the  Fourth  Book. 
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BOOK  the  FIFTH. 

TH  E  Vifcount  de  Turenne  having  made  fuch  An.  1660: 
difpofitions  of  the  troops  as  the  Court  had 
ordered,  went  to  wait  upon  the  King,  who™ntYslf' 
was  making  a  tour  through  the  fouthern made  Mar- 
provinces  of  his  Kingdom,  till  the  feafon  fhould  be  France, 
proper  for  his  meeting  the  Infanta  upon  the  fron¬ 
tiers  *.  The  young  King,  during  his  ftay  at  Mont¬ 
pelier,  had  a  mind  to  reward  Turenne  for  the  fervices 
he  had  done  his  country,  by  honouring  him  with  the 
firft  dignity  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown  -f  ;  the  Cardi¬ 
nal  Minifter  acquainted  him  that  the  King  would  wil¬ 
lingly  revive  on  his  account  the  office  of  Conftableof 
France,  if  he  himfelf  would  not  put  a  bar  in  the  way 
by  his  adherence  to  the  Proteftant  Religion :  but  the 
Vifcount  was  not  a  man  to  be  influenced  by  the  allure¬ 
ment  of  honours  in  a  matter  wherein  his  confcience 
was  concerned.  The  King  did  not  efteem  him  the 

*  All  the  particulars  of  this  book  are  'taken  'from  the  Vifcount ’s  letters 
and  inftru&ions,  the  Memoirs  of  Fremont  d’ Ablancourt,  Abbe  Raguenet’a 
hiftory,  the  Dutch  Mercuries,  Puffendorf  de  rebus  Brandeburgicis ,  Walkenier 
a  German  author,  the  Memoirs  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fare,  thofe  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Temple  and  feveral  other  contemporary  authors  quoted  in  the  margin. 

't  See  the  funeral  oration  on  Mi  de  Turenne,  by  Mafcaron. 

lefs 
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An.  1660.  lefs  for  it,  and  not  being  able  to  confer  upon  him 

V-OTV  the  office  of  Conftable  of  France,  he  created  a  new 
one  for  him  which  entitled  him  to  the  fame  privi¬ 
leges  j  it  was  that  of  Marjhal  General  of  the  King’s 
camps  and  armies,  by  letters  patent  dated  the  fifth 
of  April  *. 

In  a  little  time  after,  Louis  XIV.  left  Mont¬ 
pelier  and  went  to  S.  Jean  de  Luz,  while  Philip  IV. 
having  fet  out  from  Madrid  came  as  far  as  S.  Seba- 
ftian.  About  the  beginning  of  June,  the  two  Kings, 
attended  by  the  chief  Nobility  of  France  and  Spain, 
had  a  conference  in  the  ijland  of  Pheafants ,  and 
appeared  in  that  defert  place  with  all  the  pomp 
that  grandeur  and  luxury  difplays  in  the  moft  mag¬ 
nificent  Courts  and  the  moft  flouriffiing  Capitals. 
On  the  one  fide  appeared  Philip  IV.  of  a  venerable 
afpedt  and  more  broken  by  cares  than  "years  ;  on 
the  other  fide  Louis  XIV.  in  the  flower  of  his  age 
heightened  the  Royal  Dignity  by  his  majeftick  air. 
The  Queen  and  the  King  of  Spain  her  brother,  who 
had  not  feen  one  another  for  five  and  forty  years  be¬ 
fore,  embraced  with  great  tendernefs  and  ffied  tears  of 
joy  :  the  two  Kings  likewife  embraced,  and  after¬ 
wards  prefented  to  each  other  the  principal  Lords  of 
their  Courts.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  not  being 
forward  to  make  his  appearance,  the  Catholick  King 
defired  to  fee  him  ;  he  looked  upon  him  attentively 
and  could  not  help  faying.  There’s  a  Man  who  has 
made  me  pafs  many  had  nights. 

The  two  Kings  fwore  to  the  peace  and  ratified 
all  that  had  been  concluded  by  their  Minifters.  The 
next  day,  Philip  IV  gave  the  Infanta  to  Louis  XIV. 
The  celebration  of  the  marriage,  which  had  been 
performed  at  Fontarabia  by  the  miniftry  of  the  Am- 
bafladors  only,  was  repeated  with  great  magnifi¬ 
cence  at  S.  Jean  de  Luz. 


*  Ses  the  Authorities  at  the  end  No»  X| 
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*  Several  foreign  Princes  wrote  to  the  Vifcount  An.  1659; 
as  they  had  done  at  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  con-.}^Q^f 
pratulating  him  upon  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  Spain  fends 
and  afcribing  it  to  his  fuccefs  and  victories.  All  ttS-0' 
Europe  reaped  advantage  from  this  happy  peace  :  tugai. 

the  King  of  Great  Britain  was  reftored  to  his  King¬ 
dom,  and  the  treaty  of  Oliva  gave  tranquillity  to 
the  Powers  of  the  North  •,  Portugal  alone  loft  all 
hopes  of  quiet.  The  Dutchefs  of  Braganza  the 
Queen  Regent  offered  to  hold  her  Kingdom  as  a 
fief  of  Caftile,  and  in  homage  pay  annually  a  million 
of  money,  furnilh  4000  foot,  and  eight  fhips  of 
war  :  but  the  King  of  Spain  perfuaded  that  Portu¬ 
gal  now  fhe  was  forfaken  by  France,  could  not 
hold  out  a  fingle  campaign,  would  not  give  ear  to 
any  accommodation,  and  flattering  himfelf  with  the 
hopes  of  making  a  conqueft  of  that  Kingdom,  made 
all  his  forces  march  thither  under  the  command  of 
Dom  Louis  de  Haro. 

The  Duke  of  Braganza  King  of  Portugal  being  The  vit- 
dead  four  years  before,  Louifa  de  Gufman  his  wi-  the^ng & 
dow  governed  the  Kingdom  during  the  minority  of  Portl1- 
his  fons  Dom  Alphonfo  and  Dom  Pedro.  Thef^f50* 
Queen  their  mother  had  naturally  a  ftrong  inclina¬ 
tion  for  whatever  appeared  heroick,  and  had  con¬ 
tributed  more  than  any  one  to  the  happy  revolution 
of  Portugal,  -f*  After  the  King’s  death  fhe  faw  her- 
felf  without  alliances,  difciplined  troops  or  able  Ge¬ 
nerals  :  but  the  fuperiority  of  her  genius,  and  the 
greatnefs  of  her  courage,  continually  fupplied  her 
with  expedients.  The  weight  of  affairs  did  not 
difcourage  her,  fhe  affumed  to  her  felf  the  whole 
authority  of  the  Councils,  extended  her  views  to  all 
the  Courts  of  Europe  from  whence  fhe  could  draw 
any  affiftance,  and  lent  Dom  Juan  d’Acofta  Count 
de  Soure  to  Paris,  to  treat  with  Cardinal  Mazarin  : 

*  Seethe  Vouchers  No.  X.  f  Vertot’s  Revolution  of  Portugal. 
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An.  1660.  The  Minifter,  being  unwilling  to  give  umbrage  to 
Spain,  applied  himfelf  to  M.  de  Turenne,  who  be¬ 
came  the  chief  Manager  in  all  the  negotiations. 
The  revolution  of  Portugal,  which  happened  20 
years  before,  had  transferred  the  Crown  to  the  Houfe 
of  Braganza  :  Turenne,  who  was  ever  fond  of  pro¬ 
curing  fuccour  to  diftrefied  Princes,  and  who  in  this 
difpofition  had  already  ftirred  himfelf  for  the  Re- 
ftoration  of  Charles  II.  of  England,  thought  it  re¬ 
ally  for  the  intereft  of  France  to  give  a  helping  hand 
to  the  firm  eftablifhment  of  Dom  Alphonfo  upon 
the  Throne  of  Portugal  *.  He  had  with  regret 
feen  his  progrefs  ftopt,  when  he  was  juft  upon  the 
point  of  finifhing  the  conqueft  of  the  Low-Countries, 
and  the  King  by  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees  deprived 
of  the  fruits  of  fo  many  victories  which  had  coft 
fuch  immenfe  treafures  ;  he  was  afraid  left  this  trea¬ 
ty  ftiould  give  Philip  IV.  an  opportunity  to  recover 
ftrength  for  renewing  a  war,  which  would  again 
drain  France  of  men  and  money,  and  that  the  re¬ 
union  of  Portugal  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  would  too 
much  increafe  the  power  of  an  enemy  that  was  al¬ 
ways  to  be  dreaded.  Thus  the  interefts  of  France 
were  conne&ed  with  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Bra¬ 
ganza. 

The  Count  Secrecy  being  necefiary  in  this  negotiation,  the 
bergtchofen  Portuguefe  Ambaflador  did  not  appear  in  publick  ; 
to  command  the  Vifcount  made  him  be  conceal’d  in  a  country 
m  Portugal,  0f  nephew’s  the  Duke  of  Albret,  after¬ 

wards  Cardinal  de  Bouillon  :  there  he  had  feveral 
conferences  with  the  Count  de  Soure,  in  order  to 
be  informed  of  the  ftrength  of  Portugal,  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  towns  and  the  troops,  and  the  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  People  and  the  Minifters.  Being 
throughly  inftrudted  in  every  thing  relating  to  the 
Kingdom,  he  concluded  with  Dom  Juan  d’Acofta 
a  fecret  treaty,  by  which  the  King  promifed  to  fend 
*  The  Memoirs  of  Fremont  d’  Ahkncourt* 
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troops,  money,  and  even  a  General,  to  the  affif-  An.  1660: 
tance  of  the  Portuguefe.  The  Vifcount  caft  his 
eyes  upon  the  Count  de  Schomberg  to  command  in 
this  expedition,  and  propofed  him  to  the  Cardinal : 
this  General  being  a  German  by  birth,  and  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  might  ferve  the  King  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  without  giving  juft  ground  of  complaint  againft 
France.  The  negotiation  was  immediately  known 
to  the  Queen  Mother,  who  faid  to  the  Vifcount* 

Do  you  know ,  Monfieur  de  Tnrenne ,  that  I  can  fee 
over  Spain  into  Portugal  ?  but  I  fall  not  give  my 
felf  much  trouble  about  it ,  for  I  have  done  what  I 
defined  to  do. 

The  Count  de  Schomberg  fet  out  for  Lifbon. 
with  eighty  officers.  Captains,  and  Subalterns* 
and  above  400  troopers,  all  old  foldiers  capable 
to  form  new  ones,  and  to  command  them ;  he 
went  over  into  England,  where  he  waited  upon 
King  Charles  II.  who  was  newly  reftored  to  his 
Dominions  :  he  had  private  orders  from  the  Queen 
Regent  of  Portugal  to  find  out  whether  that  Pro¬ 
teftant  Prince  would  be  averfe  from  a  marriage  with 
the  Infanta  her  daughter.  Spain  alarmed  at  this 
news  offered  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  adopt  and 
give  a  dowry  to  the  Princefs  of  Orange  daughter  of 
Frederick  Henry,  and  coufin  german  to  the  Vif¬ 
count  •,  but  Turenne  more  concerned  for  the  inte- 
reft  of  his  Country  than  the  glory  of  his  Eloufe,  pref- 
fed  the  Count  de  Schomberg  to  haften  his  negotia¬ 
tion.  The  Count  managed  matters  with  fo  much 
addrefs,  that  he  brought  the  King  of  England  to 
defire  the  Infanta  in  marriage  •,  he  went  afterwards 
into  Portugal,  from  whence  the  Queen  Regent  lent 
the  Marquis  de  Sande  to  London  to  conclude  the 
alliance.  ^ 

As  foon  as  the  Count  de  Schomberg  was  arrived  • 
at  Lifbon,  it  was  refolved  in  Spain  to  fend  againft  General 
him  Dom  John  of  Auftria,  and  to  recall  DomJJjJjj* 

^  Louis  Portugal. 
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An.  166 1. Louis  de  Haro,  who  was  more  a  Politician  than  a 
General.  Schomberg  eftablifhed  an  exadt  difcipline 
in  the  Portuguefe  army,  taught  the  foldiers  the  or¬ 
der  they  ought  to  obferve  in  their  marches,  and  the 
art  of  encamping  to  advantage.  He  caufed  regular 
fortifications  to  be  made  in  moil  of  the  frontier  towns 
that  were  without  defence  j,  he  foon  changed  the 
face  of  affairs,  carried  on  the  war  with  vigor,  and 
was  fuccefsful  almoff  every  where  :  he  continued  his 
correfpondence  with  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  who 
affifted  him  with  his  counfels,  and  was  the  foul  of 
all  the  political  negotiations  as  well  as  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  expeditions. 

The  English  The  Marquis  de  Sande  laboured  with  fo  much  zeal 
kerquetotha^01*  £he  concluflon  °f  the  marriage  of  the  Infanta 
King.  of  Portugal  with  the  King  of  England,  that  it 
was  foon  effected.  France  had  the  fkill  to  draw  a 
great  advantage  from  this  alliance,  and  from  ano¬ 
ther  match,  which  was  concluded  between  the 
Princefs  Henrietta  of  England,  and  Philip  Duke  of 
Orleans  the  King’s  brother.  Charles  II.  tenderly 
loved  the  Princefs  his  fifter,  and  earneftly  defired 
this  laid  marriage  :  but  he  had  no  money  to  pay  a 
dowry.  Louis  offered  King  Charles  a  very  con- 
fiderable  fum  on  condition  he  would  give  up  Dun¬ 
kerque  to  France  ;  and  this  affair  being  tranf- 
adted  with  as  much  diligence  as  fecrecy,  was  almoft 
as  foon  concluded  as  propofed  by  the  Vifcount  de 
Turenne,  to  whom  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  Duke  of  York  his  brother  had  great  obligations, 
and  with  whom  they  always  lived  in  great  intimacy. 
Dunkerque  was  fold  to  France  for  five  milli¬ 
ons  of  French  Livres,  the  half  of  which  ferved  to 
pay  the  Princefs  Henrietta’s  portion. 

In  a  little  time  after  *  Cardinal  Mazarin  died  ; 
having  for  fixteen  years  entire  managed  the  affairs 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  fhewed  himfelf  an  able  Mi- 

*  The  ninth  of  Marcha 
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nifter.  He  had  appealed  the  troubles  of  the  Fronde  An.  1661: 
almoft  without  fhedding  blood,  more  than  once  fuf- 
fered  banifhment  and  profcription,  without  lofing 
any  thing  of  his  authority,  turned  his  heavieft  mil- 
fortunes  into  means  of  advancement,  and  difcon- 
certed  the  defigns  of  his  enemies,  tho’  they  had  at 
their  head  a  Prince  of  the  blood  formed  to  conquer 
Kingdoms,  and  a  turbulent  Prelate  capable  of  de- 
flroying  them.  If  the  Minifter  had  to  his  great  ta¬ 
lents  added  more  piety,  difintereftednefs  and  ho- 
nefty,  thofe  who  have  allowed  him  the  tide  of  a 
great  Politician  could  not  have  refufed  him  that  of  a 
great  man ;  after  his  Death  Louis  XIV.  took  into 
his  own  hands  the  reins  of  government,  and  in  all 
important  affairs  at  home  and  abroad,  frequently 
confulted  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  who  knew  bet¬ 
ter  than  any  man  the  fituation,  ftrength  and  politi¬ 
cal  interefl  of  the  Kingdom.  Le  Tellier,  Lionne 
and  Colbert  were  the  King’s  Counfellors,  and  the 
executors  of  his  orders  •,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  Vif¬ 
count  was  the  chief,  and  fometimes  the  only  confi¬ 
dent  of  his  defigns  * , 

As  foon  as  the  Cardinal  was  dead,  Turenne  re-  The  King 
prefented  to  the  King,  that  the  promife  Mazarin 
had  made  to  abandon  Portugal,  was  the  eifeft  ofm>“«ofthc 
weaknefs,  and  contrary  to  juftice,  to  the'law  of  Na-^Jtofhs* 
tions,  and  the  protc&ion  which  is  due  to  an  injured  vifcount. 
Monarch,  and  an  opprefied  people :  he  then  re- 
monftrated  to  him  the  neceffity  of  afilfting  Portu¬ 
gal  to  prefer ve  its  independence  upon  Spain,  and 
to  force  the  Catholick  King  to  grant  an  honour¬ 
able  peace  to  the  Houfe  of  Braganza  :  and  laftly,  he 
made  him  fenfible  of  the  danger  France  would  be  in 
if  fhe  fuffered  Spain  to  grow  powerful  again.  The 
King  was  convinced  by  the  Vifcount’s  realons,  and 
gave  him  full  power  to  employ  what  money  he 

*  See  the  letters  an  1  negotiations  between  John  de  Witt  Penfioner,  and  the 
Plenipotentiaries  Van  Buningue  and  Borcel,  Vol.  a,  3. 
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An.  1 66 1.  fhould  judge  proper  for  the  affiftatice  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe. 

The  vif-  The  Vifcount  then  applied  himfelf  to  cultivate  a 

count  enters  a  1.  l 

into  a  corre-  good  intelligence  between  France  and  the  United 
fpondeme  Provinces,  by  means  of  the  credit  which  he  had 
penfwner  de  with  John  de  Witt  *  Penfioner  of  Holland.  The 
wm.  Penfioner  concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
France,  by  which  full  liberty  was  given  to  the  two 
Nations  to  trade  in  each  other’s  ports :  by  this  trea¬ 
ty  the  French  were  guarantees  to  the  Dutch  for  their 
fifhing  upon  the  Englifh  coaft  f  and  the  States 
General  guaranteed  to  his  molt  Chriftian  Majefty 
the  poffefiion  of  Dunkerque.  The  Count  d’Eftrades 
was  afterwards  fent  Ambaffador  into  Holland,  and 
Turenne  drew  up  his  inferubtions,  which  fhew  the 
perfect  knowledge  he  had  of  the  interefts  of  France  *. 
Shortly  after,  the  States  General  enter’d  likewife 
into  an  alliance  with  England,  and  obliged  them- 
felvesto  repair  the  Ioffes  the  Englifh  had  fuftained  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  from  the  flips  of  the  Republick. 
Thefe  two  treaties  with  France  and  Britain  efta- 
bliflied  a  perfebt  peace  in  Holland,  and  united 
thofe  three  Powers  againft  Spain,  in  favour  of  the 
Houfe  of  Braganza. 

An.  1662.  Louis  XIV  gave  200,000  crowns  to  the  King  of 
England  for  the  raifing  of  3000  foot  and  1000 
wunt^ro-  horfe,  and  continued  to  pay  the  like  fum  annually 
poles  the  for  maintaining  the  troops  commanded  by  the  Count 
theTriKTs  C*e  Schomberg  :  moreover  the  King  promifed  to 
<je  Montpen- raife  and  pay  a  French  regiment  of  1000  foot. 
Kingof1  the  To  unite  the  Portuguefe  more  clofely  with  France, 
Portugal,  a  marriage  was  propofed  between  the  Princefs  de 
Montpenfier  and  King  Alphonfo  IV.  and  the  Vif¬ 
count  fent  his  Secretary  Haffet  to  negotiate  that  al¬ 
liance  at  Lifbon  ^  he  gave  him  full  inftrubtions  * 

*  He  was  a  ton  of  one  of  thofe  eight  citizens  whom  the  late  Prince  of 
Orange  had  imprifoned  in  theca  file  of  Lowefteint 

T  Seethe  Authorities,  No.  XII. 

*  Seethe  Authorities,  No.  it. 
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with  a  letter  of  credit  to  the  Count  de  Schomberg,  An.  1662. 
who  propofed  the  match  to  the  Queen,  and  fhe'v’^%^ 
agreed  to  it :  as  foon  as  the  Vifcount  was  informed 
of  it,  he  went  to  the  Princefs  de  Montpenfier,  in 
order  to  found  her  inclinations  with  regard  to  the 
marriage  •,  he  made  ufe  of  arguments,  promifes, 
and  even  threatnings  on  the  King’s  part  to  perfuade 
her  to  it  •,  but  to  no  purpofe  :  for  befides  that  fhe 
had  no  mind  to  leave  France,  fhe  had  been  infor¬ 
med  of  the  King  of  Portugal’s  Character  *,  who 
was  of  a  mean  understanding,  a  fullen  and  un- 
tradtable  temper,  and  bad  morals.  The  Queen  his 
mother  with  grief  forefaw  that  fo  many  ill  qualities 
would  make  that  Prince  fall  from  his  Throne,  and 
that  he  would  deftroy  through  his  incapacity  the 
work  of  many  years,  and  lofe  the  fruit  of  fo  much 
labour :  fhe  more  than  once  had  thoughts  of  having 
him  fhut  up,  and  his  brother  the  Infant  Dorn  Pedro 
put  in  his  room  •,  but  all  her  wife  pro]  cts  were  dif- 
concerted  by  the  Count  de  Caftel  Melhor  Alphonfo’s 
Minifter.  The  Count  made  the  King  be  declared 
Major,  took  the  adminiftration  out  of  the  Queen’s 
hands,  and  poffeffed  himfelf  of  the  management  of 
affairs. 

The  Spaniards  flattering  themfelves  that  they  The  King 
could  eafily  reduce  Portugal  that  was  governed  by^n^ep0or„ 
a  weak  and  headftrong  Prince,  fet  on  foot  a  confi-  tuguefe. 
derable  army,  and  Dom  John  of  Auftria  befleged 
Evora,  which  he  took  in  a  few  days.  The  Count  de 
Villaflor  was  made  General  of  the  Portuguefe  army  ; 
but  all  his  fucceffes  were  owing  to  the  valour  and 
prudence  of  the  Count  de  Schomberg,  who  gained  a 
compleat  victory  over  the  Caftilians.  This  great 
Captain  found  it  lefs  difficult  to  defeat  the  Spaniards, 
than  get  the  better  of  the  obflinacy  of  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  General,  who  thwarted  all  his  defigns,  which 
fo  difgufted  Schomberg,  that  he  was  for  leaving 

*  Vertot’s  Revol.  of  Portugal,  p.  357. 
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An.  1662.  Portugal :  but  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  fent  Fre- 
mont  d’Ablancourt  to  Lifbon  to  promife  the  Gene¬ 
ral  a  fettlement  in  France,  and  fupplies  of  men  and 
money,  and  to  determine  him  to  continue  in  his 
office.  D’Ablancourt  was  to  ftay  with  him,  in  or¬ 
der  to  reunite  the  Portuguefe  Lords,  to  encourage 
them  in  their  adherence  to  the  Houfe  of  Braganza, 
and  prevent  them  from  enclining  to  any  accommo¬ 
dation  with  Spain,  by  p-ropofing  a  match  betwixt 
the  Princefs  of  Nemours  and  King  Alphonfo,  whom 
Gallon’s  daughter  continued  to  refufe.  The  Vif¬ 
count  by  thefe  means  kept  the  Count  de  Schomberg 
and  the  Court  of  Portugal  fteddy  in  their  refolutions 
to  maintain  the  war  againft  Spain. 

An.  1663.  Philip  IV.  then  turned  his  thoughts  towards 
England,  in  order  to  draw  her  off  from  Portugal, 
countlcon-  ancl  Vifcount  perfuaded  the  King  to  fend  the 
frms  the  Marqujs  de  Ruvigni  to  London,  to  keep  Charles  II. 
alliance^  who  was  wavering  and  irrefolute,  fteddy  to  his  en¬ 
gagements  :  he  drew  up  new  inftruftions  for  Ru- 
*  who  executed  his  commiffion  with  addrefs. 


tween 
land  and 
Portugal 


vigni 


and  brought  King  Charles  to  confent  to  fupply  the 
Portuguefe  with  troops  and  fhips  ^  Louis  XIV. 
furniffied  money.  The  Count  de  Schomberg  con¬ 
tinued  in  his  employment,  commanded  in  chief  the 
French,  Englifh  and  Portuguefe  troops,  and  gained 
feveral  advantages  over  the  Caftilians. 

An.  1664.  "t  The  Court  of  Portugal  defirous  to  teftify  its 
gratitude  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  for  the  many 
between tch  feryices  had  receiv’d  from  him,  fen't  the  Marquis 
Dnmepnedro  de  Sande  into  France,  with  full  power  to  treat  of  a 
and  the  pun- ^arriaSre  between  Febronie  de  la  Tour  d’  Auvergne 
broke  off.  the  Vifcount’s  niece  and  the  Infant  Dom  Pedro  the 
King’s  brother  ;  and  this  alliance  was  fo  far  advan¬ 
ced,  that  the  articles  of  the  contract  were  figned. 


*  Se  the  Authorities,  No.  14. 

f  The  Manufcript  Memoirs  of  Fremont  d’Ablancourt,  to  whom  that  Ne¬ 
gotiation  was  committed. 
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All  thefe  negotiations  difpleafed  the  Minifters,  be- An.  166^ 
caufe  affairs  were  not  tranfabted  in  the  Council,  but 
in  private  with  the  King :  they  were  afraid  of  the 
influence  which  Turenne  had  over  his  Majefty’s 
mind,  and  refolved  to  put  an  end  to  his  engage¬ 
ments  and  correfpondence  with  Portugal :  and  in¬ 
deed  they  abted  with  great  warmth  againft  him, 
and  to  exafperate  and  difguft  him,  contrived  to 
break  off  the  match  with  the  Princefs  d’Evreux, 
who  was  married  fome  years  after  to  Maximilian 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria’s  brother.  The  Vifcount 
fhewed  no  refentment  •,  and  being  lefs  mindful  of 
the  intereft  of  his  Family  than  that  of  the  State,  he 
continued  to  influence  the  King  to  aflift  Portugal, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  reunion  of  that  Kingdom  to 
the  Crown  of  Spain. 

In  the  mean  while  England  and  Holland  began  England  &- 
to  quarrel  anew  ;  the  Englifh  Merchants  complain- 
ed  to  the  Parliament  of  the  infults  the  Dutch  had  land, 
offered  them  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  on  the  coafts 
of  Africk.  Some  time  after,  the  Englifh  Captains 
committed  feveral  hoftilities  in  Guinea  ;  the  Dutch 
fent  Van  Beuningue  into  France,  to  demand  of  the 
King  an  effectual  mediation,  and  the  guarantry  which 
he  had  promifed.  They  fent  alfo  Ambafiadors  into 
Swedenand  Denmark,  to  bring  the  two  Kings  of  the 
North  into  their  interefts  •,  but  all  thefe  negotia¬ 
tions  were  fruitlefs.  War  was  declared  betwixt  An.  1665. 
England  and  Holland  ;  Charles  II.  equipp’d  a 
fleet  of  107  fliips,  commanded  by  his  brother  the 
Duke  of  York  •,  and  the  Republick  oppofed  to  it 
another  of  103  fhips.  A  naval  engagement  en- 
fued  upon  the  coaft  of  England  ;  the  Duke  of  York 
defeated  the  Dutch,  and  might  have  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  fea  if  he  had  purfued  his  vibtory. 

After  this  defeat  the  King  of  France  was  openly 
prefs’d  to  join  either  the  one  party  or  the  other  :  he 
had  recourfe  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  for  advice, 
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An.  1 665.  who  prefented  him  a  memorial  *,  wherein  he  dif- 
covers  his  great  judgment,  and  the  extent  of  his 
views  i  in  that  memorial  he  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  the  King  to  offer  his  mediation  between  the 
two  Pov/ers.  This  advice  was  followed,  but  with¬ 
out  fuccefs  •,  the  war  continued  between  the  Repub- 
lick  and  England,  and  each  party  fitted  out  new 
.  fleets. 

The  King  of  During  thefe  hoftilities,  Philip  IV.  fell  ill,  and 
death's  fhe  King  again  confulted  M.  de  Turenne  what  re- 
folutions  were  proper  for  him  to  take  f .  In  a  fhort 
time  after  the  Catholick  King  died  of  a  bloody 
flux,  and  Louis  XIV  laid  before  the  Court  of  Ma¬ 
drid  his  pretenfions  to  the  Low  Countries  ;  he  did  all 
in  his  power  to  obtain  juftice  by  negotiation  before  he 
made  ufe  of  force  :  as  he  was  afraid  left  the  union  be¬ 
tween  the  Englifh  and  the  Portuguefe  lhould  determine 
the  latter  to  make  peace  with  Spain,  he  fent  S.  Ro- 
main  to  the  Court  of  Lifbon,  and  ordered  the  Vif- 
count  to  give  him  inftrudlions  which  ferve  to  un¬ 
fold  the  whole  management  and  fecret  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Portugal  *. 

The  King  The  fecret  engagements  which  the  Englifh  had 
declares  for  with  Spain,  and  the  efforts  they  ufed  to  bring  the 
againitEng-  Portuguefe  to  make  peace  with  his  Catholick 
land.  Majefty  difpleaftng  Louis  XIV.  and-  he  being 
fenfible  that  he  fhould  Hand  in  need  of  the  friendfhip 
of  the  Dutch,  if  he  carried  the  war  into  the  Low 
Countries,  yielded  at  length  to  Van-Beuningue’s 
powerful  follicitations,  and  declared  for  the  Repub- 
lick  againft  England  •,  he  gave  the  Duke  of  Beau¬ 
fort  Grand  Mafter  and  Super-intendant  General  of 
the  Navigation  of  France  all  theneceffary  orders  for 
putting  the  fleet  in  a  condition  to  aft  in  the  Chan¬ 
nel.  The  Englifh  fitted  out  feventy  fnips  under  the 
command  of  General  Monk  Duke  of  Albemarle, 


*  See  the  Authorities,  No.  15. 

*  See  the  Authorities,  No.  27* 
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and  put  aboard  of  them  23000  foldiers  and  Tailors,  An.  16 65.' 
and  near  5000  pieces  of  canon:  The  Dutch  fleet 
confifting  of  more  than  a  hundred  fail,  carried 
22000  men,  and  4600  pieces  of  canon.  Two  bloody 
engagements  were  fought  in  the  month  of  June  •,  but  An.  1666. 
the  French  fleet  could  not  join  the  Dutch  belore  either 
of  thofe  two  adtions.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort  had 
flayed  in  the  river  of  Lifbon,  waiting  for  the  Prin- 
cefs  of  Nemours  his  niece,  who  was  to  be  married 
to  the  King  of  Portugal,  and  whom  the  Spaniards 
intended  to  intercept :  hence  *  Tome  took  occafion 
to  fay,  that  Louis  theXIVth’s  dejignwasto  animate 
the  two  maritime  Powers  againft  each  other,  that  he 
might  raife  himfelf  upon  their  ruins.  The  upright- 
nefs  of  the  King’s  intentions  may  be  feen  in  the  Vif¬ 
count  de  Turenne’s  inftructions  to  the  Marquis  de 
Bellefons,  who  was  lent  into  Holland  to  agree  with 
the  States  upon  the  jundtion  of  the  two  fleets :  and 
indeed  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  being  arrived  in  the 
month  of  July  near  Breft,  had  orders  to  go  to  the 
coaft  of  Normandy  to  join  the  Dutch,  who  were 
advancing  to  Dunkerque  •,  but  the  winds  hindred  his 
coming  up  with  them  •,  and  he  was  obliged  to  lye  by 
till  the  next  campaign. 

This  year  died  the  Vifcountefs  de  Turenne,  whofe  The  death 
virtues  cannot  be  enough  admired  :  though  fhe  had 
feveral  conferences  with  the  Dodlors  of  the  Catho-  Turenne, 
lick  Church,  yet  fhe  continued  under  the  prejudices  J^fee°nf 
of  her  education  as  long  as  fhe  lived.  The  Vif-  ther. 
count  was  extreamly  aftedted  with  her  death  •,  no¬ 
thing  could  equal  his  grief,  but  the  fincere  tender- 
nefs  he  had  for  her.  The  death  of  the  Queen  Mo¬ 
ther  Anne  of  Auftria,  which  happened  at  the  fame 
time,  made  the  King  turn  his  thoughts  in  good  ear¬ 
ned:  to  a  war  with  Spain,  and  to  the  making  effedtual 
his  pretenflons  to  the  Low  Countries.  He  from  that 
time  confldered  of  the  meafures  proper  to  be  taken 

*  SeeBafnage,  annals  of  the  year  1666,  p.  773. 
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An.  1666.  againft  the  Emperor,  and  confulted  the  Vifcount, 
who  drew  up  a  memorial,  wherein  he  fully  laid 
open  the  ftate  of  the  Empire,  the  political  interefts 
of  the  Princes  of  Germany,  and  the  means  to  hin¬ 
der  Leopold  from  palling  the  Rhine  *. 

Tfce  King  The  King  put  in  execution  the  Vifcount’s  advice, 
and  began  by  threatning  with  his  fevered:  difplea- 
feverai  of  the  fure  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter,  who  was  at  war  with 
German0/.  United  Provinces,  if  he  did  not  agree  to  a  peace : 
the  Prelate  being  terrified  became  pliant,  and  treat¬ 
ed  with  the  Dutch.  His  Majefty  then  fecured 
the  alliance,  or  fche  neutrality  of  other  Princes 
of  Germany,  who  treated  with  him  or  his  allies 
during  the  courfe  of  this  year.  The  Count  de  Fur- 
ffemberg  was  employed  on  the  King’s  part  to  nego¬ 
tiate  with  thofe  Princes,  and  there  are  among  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne’s  papers  feveral  fchemes  for 
uniting  with  France  the  Elector  of  Cologne,  the 
Elector  of  Brandenbourgh,  the  Duke  of  Neuburgh, 
the  Duke  of  Lunenburgh,  the  Count  deValdeck 
and  fome  others. 

An.  1667.  Before  the  King  declared  war,  he  brought  the 
w/'V"NJ  Englifh  and  Dutch  to  make  peace,  with  a  view  to 
^hBreda.Ce  prevent  the  former  from  joining  Spain,  and  to  put 
the  latter  in  a  condition  to  alfift  him.  An  alterna¬ 
tive  propofed  by  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  the 
ground- work  of  this  peace  :  that  was,  either  that  a 
general  or  mutual  reftitution  fhould  be  made  of  all 
that  had  been  taken  during  the  war,  or  that  each 
party  fhould  keep  what  they  polfelfed,  and  that  all 
pretenfions  fhould  be  given  up  on  both  fides  ;  this 
fall:  method  was  agreed  upon  as  the  furefl  and  the 
moft  eafy  :  the  treaty  was  concluded  and  fign’d  at 
Breda  the  laft  day  of  July.  After  the  conclufion  of 
the  peace  between  France,  England  and  Holland, 
the  Vifcount  advifed  the  King  to  make  a  treaty  of 
alliance  with  the  Swedes,  and  engage  them  to  keep 

*  Seethe  Authorities,  No.  jS. 

in 


Vifcount  de  TURENNE.  34 7 

in  the  Bifhoprick  of  Bremen  12000  men  ready  to  An.  1667.’ 
enter  the  Empire,  if  Leopold  ffiould  declare  war  '•''’VNJ 
againft  France  *. 

The  King  having  thus  taken  all  his  precautions  preparation* 
with  Sweden,  England,  Holland  and  Portugal for war* 
againft  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  began  to  put  in 
execution  the  defign  he  had  laid  of  making  himfelf 
Mafter  of  the  Low  Countries.  In  the  month  of 
March,  the  troops  he  had  appointed  for  that  expe¬ 
dition,  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of  Champagne 
and  Picardie,  under  pretence  of  having  as  ufual 
great  reviews,  where  the  troops  encamped  as  regu¬ 
larly  as  in  time  of  open  war.  Towards  the  end  of 
April  the  King  prepared  to  take  the  field,  named 
the  general  Officers,  diftributed  the  money  for  the 
artillery  and  provifions,  commanded  all  the  Offi¬ 
cers  to  get  ready  their  equipages,  and  in  ffiort  gave 
all  the  necefiary  orders  for  beginning  the  war.  Thefe 
preparations  put  all  Europe  in  commotion  :  Louis 
XIV.  was  accufed  of  afpiring  to  be  univerfil  Mo¬ 
narch,  of  violating  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  and 
of  intending  to  rob  the  King  of  Spain  his  brother 
in  law  of  the  Dominions  which  belonged  to  him. 

Thefe  reproaches  no  lefs  unjuft  than  infulting,  oblig¬ 
ed  Louis  in  the  beginning  of  May  to  publiffi  a  ma- 
nifefto,  printed  copies  of  which  were  fent  all  over 
Europe,  particularly  to  Madrid  and  Bruflels. 

The  King  pretended  that  by  the  right  of  Devo-  Thefub- 
lution ,  which  takes  place  in  the  Low  Countries, 
Cambrefis,  Burgundy  and  Luxemburg,  all  thofe nifefto- 
territories  fell  to  the  Queen  upon  the  death  of 
King  Philip  IV.  her  father  :  by  virtue  of  which 
right  the  children  of  the  firft  marriage,  male  or 
female,  inherit  before  thofe  of  the  fecond.  The 
municipal  cuftoms,  and  the  decrees  made  by  the 
great  Council  of  Mechlin  authorife  this  law ; 
the  Dukes  of  Brabant  and  Charles  V.  himfelf  fub- 

#  See  the  Authorities,  No.  J£). 
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An.  1667.  mitted  to  it,  tho’  they  had  power  fufficient  to  over- 
rule  it.  As  the  Queen  of  France  Mary  Therefa 
was  the  only  remaining  child  of  Philip  IVch’s  firft 
marriage,  the  King’s  pretenfions  feemed  to  be  well 
founded.  *  A  cotemporary  writer  aflures  us,  that 
this  cuftom  of  the  Low-Countries  had  not  been  re¬ 
marked  by  any  of  the  French  Civilians,  and  that 
the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  the  firft  who  fpake  of 
it  to  the  King. 

The  King  Louis  XI  V.  before  he  took  the  field,  made  pro- 

t roop'^ilpon  pofds  a  fecond'  time  to  the  Queen  Regent  of  Spain 
the  frontiers,  for  an  accommodation.  All  his  pacifick  meafures 
proving  fruitlefs,  he  faid  to  the  Vifcount  de  Tu¬ 
renne,  'That  he  would  march  in  y erf  on  at  the  head  of 
his  army ,  and  learn  the  art  of  war  under  him.  The 
Vifcount  gave  orders  to  the  troops  to  advance  to  the 
frontiers  in  feveral  places,  from  the  Meufe  to  the  fea 
of  Calais,  yet  fo  as  that  they  could  reunite  in  five  or 
fix  days. 

The  King  The  King  having  declared  that  in  the  courfe  of 
puThimfeif  the  campaign  he  would  follow  no  other  advice  but 
at  the  head  that  of  the  Vifcount  Marfhal  General,  fet  out  from 
andTake”ny’  Paris,  and  came  to  Amiens.  Having  made  the 
feveral  Queen  Regent  during  his  abfence,  and  appointed 
May  ao.  her  a  Council,  in  which  the  Chancellor  Seguier  and 
the  Marfhal  d’Eftrees  prefided,  he  determined  that 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  confifting  of  25000 
foot  and  10000  horfe,  fhould  attack  Flanders  in 
the  middle,  and  that  there  fhould  be  two  flying 
camps  upon  the  fides,  the  one  in  Luxembourg,  un¬ 
der  the  Marquis  de  Crequi,  and  the  other  towards 
the  fea,  under  Marfhal  d’Aumont  ;  the  Duke  of 
Noailles  was  fent  to  his  government  ofRouflillon 
with  fome  regiments,  in  order  to  guard  that  Pro¬ 
vince.  This  difpofition  of  the  troops  was  no  fooner 
made,  but  the  main  army  had  orders  to  march  to 
Charleroi  on  the  Sambre :  on  their  approach  the 

*  Mem.  MSS.  de  Fremont  d’ Ablancourt. 
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Marquis  de  Caftel-Rodrigo  Governor  of  the  Low- An.  1667. 
countries  made  the  fortifications  (which  were  but  juft 
finifhed)  to  be  blown  up,  and  abandoned  the  place. 

The  King  guided  by  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  order¬ 
ed  them  to  be  immediately  rebuilt,  poffeflfed  himfelf  of 
Binche  and  Ath  two  towns  fituated  between  the  Sam- 
bre  and  Scheld,  defeated  feven  or  eight  hundred  men 
who  defigned  to  throw  themfelves  into  Tournai,  be- 
fieged  that  town  which  held  out  but  two  days,  march¬ 
ed  to  Douai  on  the  river  Scarpe,  took  the  town  and 
its  fort  in  feven  days,  advanced  towards  Oudenarde 
on  the  Scheld,  which  furrendered  in  24  hours,  feiz- 
ed  upon  Aloft  on  the  Denre,  and  then  went  and  be- 
fieged  Lifle  ;  during  which  time  the  Marfhal  d’Au- 
mont  on  his  fide  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Bergues, 

Furnes,  fort  S.  Francis,  Armentieres  and  Courtrai. 

*  The  fiege  of  Lifle  appeared  fo  difficult  that  the  The  fiege  of 
Marquis  de  Louvois  would  have  difluaded  the  King^j^1”®^ 
from  it.  The  Spaniards  had  taken  all  methods  to 
fortify  that  town,  it  was  defended  by  fourteen  Royal 
Baftions,  furrounded  with  double  ditches  •,  the  garrifon 
confifted  only  of  3000  foot  and  1200  horfe  of  regu¬ 
lar  troops,  but  the  inhabitants  able  to  carry  arms  a- 
mounted  to  20,000  men.  The  Governor  was  an 
officer  of  great  experience,  and  there  was  abundance 

of  ammunition  and  provifions  in  the  town,  fo  that 
it  was  in  a  condition  to  make  a  long  and  vigorous 
defence.  The  King’s  army  was  very  much  dimi¬ 
ni  fhed  by  the  fieges  which  it  had  made  and  the  gar- 
riions  it  had  left  in  the  conquered  places.  The 
Count  de  Marfin  who  commanded  the  Spaniffi  troops 
in  Flanders  had  got  together  a  body  of  6000  men 
in  order  to  throw  fuccours  into  Lifle,  which  being 
large  required  lines  of  circumvallation  of  a  great 
extent.  All  thefe  obftacles  though  they  were  conti¬ 
nually  exaggerated  to  the  King,  could  not  make 

*  Hid.  Milit.  de  Louis  le  Grand  and  an  account  of  the  war  in  Flanders  by 
Vandoeuvres  in  1667, 
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An.  1 667. him  defift  from  his  intention  ;  he  had  a  mind  to  fi- 
'/‘Wnilh  the  campaign  by  an  enterprife,  the  difficulties 
whereof  would  encreafe  the  glory  of  the  fuccefs. 
Having  ordered  all  preparations  to  be  made  for 
this  fiege  he  detached  the  Marquis  d’Humieres  to 
inveft  the  place  while  the  Count  de  Liflebonne  and 
the  Count  de  Lorges  blocked  up  the  avenues  with  the 
troops  of  Lorrain. 

10  Auguft.  At  length  the  King  arrived  and  let  the  men  to 
Line  taken.  work  at  ^  pnes  0y  circumvallation  ;  as  they  were 
but  ill  man’d  becaufe  of  their  extent,  and  as  the  Spa¬ 
niards  were  marching  to  throw  fuccours  into  the 
town,  he  made  the  Marquis  de  Crequi  come  to  the 
fiege  with  his  flying  camp.  The  Count  de  Croui 
who  was  Governor  of  the  town,  having  burnt  the 
fuburbs  and  taken  the  oath  of  the  citizens,  fent  to 
compliment  the  King  and  to  defire  he  would  acquaint 
him  on  what  fide  he  encamped  that  he  might  not  fire 
upon  his  quarters :  Louis  thanked  him  for  his  com- 
plaifance  and  fent  him  word  that  his  quarters  would 
be  throughout  all  his  camp.  The  befiegers  were 
eight  days  in  making  their  lines,  providing  fa- 
fcines  and  getting  together  the  neceffaries  for 
19  Auguft.  opening  the  trenches  •,  which  was  done  in  two 
different  places  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  day  of 
the  fiege  :  after  five  vigorous  fallies  wherein  the  be- 
fieged  were  ftill  repulfed  and  wherein  nothing  me¬ 
morable  happened,  the  town  furrendered  the  ninth 
day  from  the  opening  the  trenches.  The  articles  of 
the  capitulation  having  been  agreed  upon  and  figned, 
the  garrifon  marched  out  the  28th  day  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  to  the  number  of  1700  foot  and  800  horfe,  and 
were  conducted  to  Ypres.  During  the  fiege  the  King 
made  M.  de  Turrenne  accompany  him  into  the  tren¬ 
ches  and  explain  to  him  the  reafons  of  the  works:  the 
troops  encouraged  by  the  prefence  of  their  King  and  by 
his  example  and  unwearied  application,  a&ed  be¬ 
yond  tfieir  duty  and  forced  that  great  town  to  fur- 
-  - -  render 
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render  fo  quickly.  The  young  Monarch  made  his  An.  1667- 
entry  into  it  the  fame  day  that  the  befieged  marched 
out  •,  he  took  an  oath  of  fidelity  of  the  magift rates 
and  burghers,  and  confirm’d  their  privileges. 

The  Count  de  Marfin  and  the  Prince  de  Lignes,  The  defeat 
not  knowing  that  the  town  was  taken,  were  ad  van- '™°p* 
cing  in  order  to  throw  fuccours  into  it :  the  King  be-  tended  to 
ing  informed  of  their  march,  detached  the  Marquif- 
fes  de  Crequi  and  Bellefonds  with  feveral  fquadrons,  Lifle. 
and  followed  them  himfelf  with  a  great  body  of  ca¬ 
valry  in  order  to  fupport  them  :  the  Prince  de  Lig¬ 
nes  and  Marfin  hearing  of  the  furrender  of  the 
place,  retired.  The  Marquis  de  Crequi  coming  up 
with  them,  fell  upon  their  rear-guard  and  entirely 
defeated  it  •,  while  the  Marquis  de  Bellefonds, 
fuftained  by  the  King,  attacked  their  army  which 
was  likewife  routed.  In  this  afrion  there  were 
taken  1500  prifoners,  eighteen  ftandards,  and  five 
pair  of  kettle-drums :  the  King  returned  foon  after 
to  Paris  and  left  the  command  of  the  army  to  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne,  who  prepared  to  march  to 
Bruffels. 

*  The  Marquis  de  Caftel- Rodrigo  feeing  that™^  Dutcl* 
moft  of  the  towns  furrended  without  any  refiftance,mionsPbyPa 
reprefented  to  the  States  of  Holland  the  intereft  they  [enadatj^ 
had  in  the  prefervation  of  the  Low-Countries  and  the  of  port  uga>5 
urgent  necefiity  of  afiifting  the  Spaniards.  The  States is  married* 
afiembled  extraordinarily  and  fought  all  means  to 
flop  the  King’s  progrefs  without  declaring  openly 
againfi:  him  :  gratitude  obliged  them  to  fupport  his 
interefts  ;  but  it  was  dangerous  to  contribute  to  the 
deftru&ion  of  the  bulwarks  of  their  country.  They 
fecretly  levied  troops  which  they  diitributed  on  the 
frontiers,  gave  orders  for  fitting  out  a  fleet  of  forty 
fhips  and  dlued  out  commifllons  for  arming  25,000 
foot  under  pretence  of  guarding  their  country. 


*  See  Baihage,  annals  p.  S15. 
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An.  1 667. Moreover  to  preferve  the  Government  in  its  republi- 
can  form,  they  drew  up,  in  a  convention  held  at  the 
Hague,  the  perpetual  EdiEl  againft  the  Stadtholder- 
Jhip :  it  was  fubfcribed  and  fworn  to  by  all  that  were 
in  public k  offices,  and  even  by  the  Prince  of  Orange 
William  III  and  the  States  by  this  oath  thought 
themfelves  fecure  of  that  young  Prince,  who  by  the 
great  hopes  that  were  conceived  of  him  gave  unea^ 
finefs  to  Penfioner  de  Witt’s  faftion  which  governed 
the  Republick.  In  the  mean  time  Spain  terrify’d  at 
the  progrefs  of  the  King’s  arms  in  Flanders,  fought 
to  make  peace  with  Portugal  with  a  view  to  employ 
all  her  forces  in  the  Low-Countries  ;  France  to  ob- 
ftruft  the  peace,  again  offered  troops  to  the  Portu- 
guefe,  and  concluded  a  marriage  between  the  Prifr- 
cefs  d’Aumale  and  the  King  of  Portugal. 

An.  1668.  On  the  other  hand  the  King  of  England,  alarm’d 
AtHpiTaili- at  ^  rapidity  of  Louis  XIV.’s  Conquefts,  fent  into 
ance  between  Holland  Sir  William  Temple,  the  ableft  politician 
Holland’ and ar*d  die  moft  expert  in  negotiations  of  any  in  Europe, 
Sweden,  in  order  to  rouze  the  attention  of  the  States  General. 
Temple  propofed  a  triple  alliance  between  England, 
Holland  and  Sweden,  to  oblige  the  two  Crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  to  make  peace  :  he  drew  up  the 
plan  in  one  night,  and  the  negotiation  was  ended  in 
five  days:  the  treaty  was  agreed  to  the  23d  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  figned  the  7  th  of  February,  and  ratify’d  the 
25th  of  April.  The  news  of  this  triple  alliance  a- 
ftoniffied  the  King  :  he  complained  of  the  Engliffi 
and  Dutch  who  had  concealed  their  proceedings  from 
his  Minifters  *,  he  could  not  eafily  forget  what  the 
States  General  had  been  doing  •,  and  this  treaty  was 
the  fource  of  thofe  famous  wars  againft  the  Republick 
which  broke  out  four  years  after. 

While  this  alliance  was  forming,  Louis  made  his 
troops  file  off  towards  Franche-Comte  and  gave  the 
Prince  of  Conde  the  command  of  them  :  this  was  the 
firft  mark  of  favour  that  the  King  had  conferr’d  up* 

3  .  .  ' 
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on  him  fince  the  civil  wars.  It  was  believed,  and  An.  1668. 
that  not  without  reafon,  that  it  was  at  the  folIicita-'^'VNJ 
tion  of  the  Marquis  de  Louvois  that  the  Prince  was 
employ’d :  the  Minifter  jealous  of  the  confidence  with 
which  the  King  honoured  Turenne,  had  a  mind  to 
fet  up  Conde  againft  him  in  order  to  diminifh  his 
credit.  The  Prince  felt  his  martial  ardour  return 
when  he  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army,  the 
command  of  which  intimated  an  oblivion  of  his  paft 
conduft :  he  afiembled  his  troops,  entered  Franche- 
Comte,  made  himfelf  matter  of  it  in  ten  days  and 
obtained  the  Government  of  it  for  a  reward. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Dutch,  Englifh  and  Swedes  The  peace  of 
had  fent  their  Plenipotentiaries  to  Aht-la-Chapelle^*"^. 
to  reconcile  France  and  Spain.  The  King  propo- 
fed  an  alternative,  and  offered  peace  on  condition 
that  he  either  fhould  be  left  in  pofleflion  of  all  his  con- 
quefts  in  the  Low-Countries,  or  that  Franche-Comte 
together  with  Cambray,  Aire  and  St.  Omer  fhould 
be  yielded  to  him.  Spain,  one  would  think,  ought 
to  have  accepted  of  the  latter  of  thefe  propofals  and 
yielding  to  the  French  a  country  which  lay  commo- 
dioufly  for  them,  kept  a  very  ftrong  barrier  for  the 
fecurity  of  her  provinces  in  Flanders  :  but  fhe  chofe 
rather  to  leave  all  the  great  towns  of  the  Low-Coun¬ 
tries  expofed  to  the  French  who  might  make  them- 
felves  matters  of  them  in  a  fiRgle  campaign.  Caftel- 
Rodrigo  by  a  fineffe  in  politicks,  determined  the 
Court  of  Madrid  to  follow  this  method,  hoping  that 
if  France  fhould  one  day  yield  to  the  temptation  of 
poflefling  herfelf  of  the  reft  of  the  Low- Countries, 
this  excefs  of  ambition  would  oblige  the  Englifh 
and  Dutch  to  aflift  Spain,  unite  againft  France  and 
renew  the  war  :  the  Dutch  faw  with  uneafinefs  that 
refolution  and  ufed  all  their  efforts  to  crofs  it. 

While  the  Spaniards  were  in  fufpence  how  to  go¬ 
vern  themfelves,  the  King  made  100,000  men 
march  to  the  frontiers  •,  this  Army  he  divided  into 

A  a  three 


35+ 

An.  1 668- 


A  peace  coi 
eluded  be¬ 
tween  Por 
tugal  and 
Spain. 


The  Vif- 
count  em¬ 
braces  the 
Citholick 
Religion. 


The  H  i  s  T  o  ry  of4  the  Book  V, 

three  corps  *,  with  one  of  which  he  intended  to  pene¬ 
trate  as  far  as  Bruffels  •,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  at  the 
head  of  the  fecond  was  to  befiege  Oftend,  and  the 
Prince  of  Conde  was  to  enter  the  Province  of  Lux¬ 
embourg  with  the  third.  The  Republick  arm’d  on 
her  fide  to  give  weight  to  her  mediation,  and  hired 
of  the  Duke  of  Lunenburg  3000  foot  and  fix  regi¬ 
ments  of  horfe.  Louis  XIV.  diffembled  his  refent- 
ment  againft  the  States- General  till  he  could  draw  off 
the  Englifh  from  their  alliance.  On  the  other  hand 
Spain  fearing  to  lofe  all  the  Low- Countries,  batten¬ 
ed  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  which  was  figned  the 
fecond  of  May  at  Aix-la-Chapelle/  by  this  treaty 
Spain  gave  up  to  the  King  Courtrai,  Bergues,  Fur- 
nes  and  all  the  country  fince  called  French  Flanders, 
on  condition  he  reftored  Franche- Comte. 

The  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  preceded  by 
that  of  the  Court  of  Lifbon  with  Spain,  which  at 
length  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  Crown 
ofPortugal.  KingAlphonfo  was  confined  in  the  ifles 
of  the  Terceres  for  his  incapacity,  his  marriage  was 
declared  null  under  pretence  of  impotence,  and  the 
infant  Don  Pedro  was  raifed  to  the  Throne  after  mar¬ 
rying  the  Queen  his  fifter-in-law  :  thus  ended  the 
long  wars  of  Portugal  which  had  lafted  almoft  30 
years :  the  quarrels  between  Spain  and  France  for 
the  Low- Countries  ceafed,  and  every  thing  feemed 
to  promife  Chrittendom  a  long  and  perfebt  tranquil¬ 
lity. 

The  calm  which  Europe  enjoyed  after  the  peace  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle  allowed  the  Vifcount  a  great  deal 
of  leifure  •,  he  employed  it  wholly  in  the  ftudy  of  Re¬ 
ligion,  which  he  had  long  reproached  himfelf  for  not 
having  thoroughly  examin’d.  From  the  time  of 
the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  he  had  begun  to  have 
doubts  about  Calvinifm.  The  accounts  he  had  fre¬ 
quently  had  from  thb  Englifh  during  his  intercourfe 
with  them,  of  the  multitude  of  feds  that  over-fpread 
■  ;  ' .  Great- 
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Great-Britain  had  ftruck  him  exceedingly.  In  one  An.  166S. 
of  his  letters  to  the  Vifcountefs  de  Turenne,  *  fpeak- 
ing  of  this  diverfity  of  opinions  •,  It  is  evident,  fays 
he,  that  hy  peoples  affuming  too  great  a  liberty  of  judg- 
ing  for  ihemfehes ,  though  they  may  have  good  fenfe  and 
perhaps  devotion,  they  have  Jo  much  disfigured  Reli¬ 
gion  that  every  one  forms  a  felt  according  to  his  private 
opinion.  The  progrefs  of  his  diftruft  and  doubts  ap¬ 
pears  in  feveral  other  letters,  but  the  high  idea  he  had 
of  the  Vifcountefs’s  fuperiority  of  undemanding,  and 
the  fear  of  difturbing  in  any  meafure  the  harmony 
between  them,  retained  him  in  his  firfi:  engagements 
notwithftanding  fome  iparks  he  had  difcerned  of  a 
convincing  light.  It  was  not  till  after  the  death  of 
his  Lady,  that  having  nothing  to  reftrain  him  he  con- 
lulted  his  own  reafon  and  converfed  often  with  the 
famous  Abbot  BofTuet  afterwards  Bifhop  ofMeaux, 
whofe  profound  know  ledge  made  him  worthy  of 
fuch  a  profelyte  :  ’tis  faid  that  it  was  for  his  inftruc- 
tion  that  this  Prelate  wrote  his  Expofition  of  the  Faith , 
a  book  very  much  admired.  However  that  be,  Tu¬ 
renne  foon  perceived,  by  his  conferences  with  that 
great  man,  that  the  multitude  incapable  of  reafoning 
ought  to  be  guided  by  authority  •,  that  every  wife 
legiflator  when  he  publifhes  a  written  law  mull  efta- 
blifh  a  fure  interpreter  to  fix  the  meaning  of  it,  and 
that  without  fuch  fubordination,  every  one  would, 
with  the  book  of  the  law  in  his  hand,  difpute  about 
the  fenfe  of  it,  and  interpret  it  after  his  own  manner. 
Turenne  feeling  the  force  of  thefe  truths,  and  diftin- 
guifhing  between  principles  and  the  abufes  of  them, 
forms  and  fundamentals,  falle  devotion  and  true  pie¬ 
ty,  maintained  his  heroic  charadter  even  in  Religi¬ 
on:  fo  long  as  he  was  not  convinced,  110  human 
views,  no  motives  of  ambition,  no  temporal  inte- 
reft  could  prevail  with  him  to  change  his  Religi¬ 
on,  but  as  foon  as  he  law  the  truth,  he  yielded  to  it, 

*  Letter  to  the  Vifcountefs  de  Turenne*  No*  VIII. 
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An.  i66S.facrificing  his  reputation  to  the  unjuft  fufpicions  of 
thofe  who  accufed  him  of  adding  from  political  views 
unworthy  of  a  great  foul.  He  made  his  abjura¬ 
tion  before  the  A  rchbifhop  of  Paris,  and,  to  avoid 
the  oftentation  which  would  have  attended  that  cere¬ 
mony  if  his  defign  had  been  publickly  known,  he 
did  not  acquaint  him  with  it  till  the  evening  before 
he  put  it  in  execution. 

TunCscjn-  The  Vifcount  being  then  perfuaded  that  his  con- 

dua  after  hisdudt  and  manners  ought  to  be  fuitable  to  the  purity 

converfion.  |qs  pradtifed  all  the  civil,  moral  and  Chri- 

ftian  virtues,  difcovering  his  love  to  God  by  his  cha¬ 
rity  for  men  :  external  forms  did  not  in  him  fupply 
the  place  of  virtues,  he  was  neverthelefs  an  exadt  ob- 
ferver  of  all  the  ceremonies  of  publick  worfhip  and 
gave  on  all  occafions  remarkable  proofs  of  his  piety. 
Being  now  a  true  worfhipper  in  fpirit  and  in  truth, 
he  was  not  contented  with  changing  his  way  of 
thinking,  he  likewife  changed  his  manner  of  living. 
Being  one  day  at  confeffion,  the  Prieft  afked  him 
if  he  had  not  relapfed  into  a  fault  which  was  habi¬ 
tual  to  him  before  his  converfion  •,  I  have  never  broke 
my  word  to  man,  anfwered  the  Vifcount,  Jhall  I  then 
prevaricate  with  God  ?  Being  more  and  more  enlight- 
ned  by  faith,  and  the  pradtice  of  all  Chriftian  virtues, 
he  looked  into  the  invifible  world,  and  confidered  the 
great  things  appointed  for  man  in  the  ages  to  cornea 
by  degrees  objedts  transform’d  themfelves,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  in  a  different  point  of  view :  wars, 
conquefts  and  the  meft  important  affairs  which  weak 
human  creatures  are  bufied  about,  leemed  to  him 
employments  below  the  grandeur  of  an  immortal 
Being  made  for  the  pofteflion  of  the  infinite  Good. 
Pie  then  intended  to  retire  from  the  world,  and  de¬ 
vote  himfelf  wholly  to  the  contemplation  of  eternal 
truths-,  the  King  oppos’d  his  refolution,  and  Tu- 
renne  checked  the  impulfes  of  his  piety  by  a  fuperior 
piety,  and  refpedled  the  order  of  God  in  the  will  of 
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his  Matter :  but  he  ftill  preferved  his  love  of  folitude.  An.  1 668. 
Being  free  from  thole  paflions  which  make  men  fond 
of  Courts,  he  fpent  his  time  in  the  fociety  of  a  fmall 
number  of  chofen  friends,  whom  he  fcarce  ever  left 
but  to  pay  his  duty  to  the  King.  He  was  no  Jefs  to 
be  admired  in  his  private  than  his  publick  life; 
ftudy  and  converfation  were  his  chief  amufements ; 

*  he  took  delight  in  men  of  found  learning  and 
judgment,  but  defpifed  thofe  fine  fpeakers  who  en¬ 
deavour  to  fhine  by  turns  of  wit  and  who  talk  of 
every  thing  without  being  matters  of  any  thing :  he 
had  a  tafte  for  works  of  imagination  where  the  wit 
was  lively  and  natural,  loved  to  read  ufeful  books 
and  difcourled  of  them  with  pleafure  but  without 
affectation.  He  kept  a  conftant  table,  but  mode-An- 
rate  and  frugal :  he  loved  to  be  gay  at  meals  ;  he(v^'^^ 
then  liked  pleafantry,  being  himfelf  facetious  but 
ftill  with  prudence  and  politenefs :  few  people  knew 
more  ftories  or  could  tell  them  better.  He  thus 
lived  at  Paris  with  great  plainnefs,  like  a  hero  of 
antient  Rome  who  never  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by 
outward  pomp  j~. 

A  young  country  Gentleman  who  did  not  know  Several  ad- 
the  Vifcount,  one  day,  when  there  was  a  flop  in  thej™.™b^ 
ttreets  of  Paris,  ftruck  his  coachman  :  a  tradefman,  vifcount’* 
with  a  cudgel  in  his  hand,  came  out  of  his  fhop,  cry-Ufe‘ 
ingout,  How  now,  what,  treat  M.  de  Yurenne's  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  manner  !  At  that  name,  the  young  Gentle¬ 
man  quite  out  of  countenance  came  to  the  door  of  the 
coach  to  make  his  excufe  to  the  Vifcount,  who  faid 
to  him,  fmiling.  You  nnderftand  very  well ,  Sir ,  how 
to  correct ) ervants  ;  allow  me  to  fend  mine  to  you  when 
they  do  amifs.  He  went  frequently  a-foot  to  hear 
mafs,  and  then  took  a  turn  alone  upon  the  rampart 
of  Paris,  without  his  fervants  or  any  exterior  mark 
to  diftinguifh  him.  One  day  in  his  walk  he  patted 
near  a  crowd  of  tradefmen  who  were  playing  at 

*  Mem.  de  Langlade.  f  Manufcript  hiftory  by  the  Abbot  Raguenet. 
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An.  1669.  bowls  •,  and  who,  without  knowing  him,  called  up- 
on  him  to  judge  of  a  caft:  •,  he  took  his  cane,  and 
having  meafured  the  diftances,  gave  his  opinion  : 
the  man  whom  he  had  determined  againfc  abufed 
him  •,  the  Marfhal  fmiled,  and  as  he  was  going  to 
meafure  the  ground  a  fecond  time,  feveral  officers 
who  had  been  feeking  him  came  up  and  accoftedhim  ; 
the  tradefman  was  confounded,  fell  down  upon  his 
knees  and  begged  pardon  •,  the  Vifcount  anfwer- 
ed  him.  Friend,  you  was  in  the  wrong  to  imagine 
that  I  would  cheat  you.  He  went  forr.etimes,  tho’  fel- 
clom,  to  the  publick  ffiows.  He  v/as  one  day  alone 
in  a  box  in  the  play-houfe  when  there  came  in  fome 
country  Gentlemen,  who,  not  knowing  him,  would 
oblige  him  to  give  them  his  feat  in  the  firft  row  :  up¬ 
on  his  refufmg,  they  had  the  infolence  to  throw  his 
hat  and  gloves  upon  the  ftage  ;  without  being  moved 
Ire  defired  a  young  Lord  of  the  firft  quality  to  ga¬ 
ther  them  up  for  him.  Thofe  who  had  infuked  him 
finding  who  he  was,  blufhed  and  would  have  retired, 
but  he  ftopped  them  and  with  a  great  deal  of  good 
humour  told  them,  that  if  they  would  contrive  and  ft 
clofe  there  was  room  enough  for  them  all.  Thus  this 
Hero  mixed  often  with  the  croud  but  ftill  maintained 
his  character.  Coming  home  one  night  he  fell  into 
the  hands  of  robbers  who  ftopt  his  coach  upon  the 
rampart  of  Paris  :  on  his  promifing  them  100  Louis 
d’Ors  to  let  him  keep  a  ring  of  a  great  deal  lefs  va¬ 
lue,  they  returned  it,  and  one  of  them  had  the  bold- 
nefs  to  go  to  his  houfe  next  day  and  in  the  midft  of 
a  great  company  to  whifper  him  and  demand  the 
performance  of  his  promife  :  the  Vifoount  ordered 
the  money  to  be  paid  him,  and  before  he  related 
the  adventure  let  the  robber  have  time  to  efcape, 
adding,  “  That  a  promife  ought  to  be  kept  invio- 
“  lably,  and  that  an  honeft  man  ffiould  never  break 
cc  his  word  though  given  to  knaves* 


The 
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The  Yifcount,  after  feveral  years  of  repofe,  was  An.  1670.’ 
obliged  to  refume  his  office  of  General  during  the 
wars  with  Holland,  the  reafons  of  which  we  muft  the'Jars  be- 
here  unfold  and  at  the  fame  time  lay  open  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  feveral  powers  who  then  declared  for  or and  0  an ' 
againft  the  United  Provinces. 

After  the  independence  of  the  States  General  had 
been  acknowledged  by  Spain  in  the  beginning  of  the 
laft  century  *,  the  Republick  of  Holland  reached 
the  higheft  pitch  of  glory  and  greatnefs :  her  people 
being  adtive  and  laborious  had  cultivated  commerce 
in  the  midft  of  war  :  their  veffels  covered  the  feas 
and  imported  marchandize  from  both  fides  of  the 
globe.  Amfterdam  was  become  the  ftorehoufe  of 
Europe  and  the  richeft  city  in  the  univerfe  •,  Hol¬ 
land  alone  contained  three  millions  of  fouls  and  the 
other  Provinces  were  peopled  in  proportion.  The 
States  General  having  poffeffed  themfelves  of  feveral 
Elands  and  Kingdoms  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies, 
had  encreafed  their  fhips  to  twelve  thoufand  vef- 
fels  f.  They  fent  Minifters  and  Confuls  to  China, 

Siam  and  Bengal,  to  the  Great  Mogul,  the  King  of 
Perfia,  and  the  Princes  of  Africk,  to  the  Levant, 
the  Grand  Turk,  Mofcovie  and  even  Tartary.  This 
profperity  in  diftant  countries  might  perhaps  infpire 
the  Dutch  with  the  ambition  of  aggrandizing  them¬ 
felves  in  Europe.  This  Republick  which  had  rai- 
fed  herfelf  by  invariably  purfuing  the  maxims  of  a 
perfect  prudence,  moderation  and  frugality,  was  ac- 
cufed,  perhaps  without  ground,  of  ftirri.ng  up  the 
people  of  Germany,  England  and  the  Low-Coun¬ 
tries  to  ffiake  off  the  yoke  of  Kings,  and  change  the 
Monarchies  into  Commonwealths.  The  triple  alli¬ 
ance  which  the  States  General  had  formed  gave  caufe 
likewife  to  fufpedt  that  they  propofed  to  fet  bounds 
to  the(  conquefts  of  Louis  XIV.  What  alarmed  the 
King  yet  more  was  the  apprehenfton  left  they  Ihould 

*  April  12.  1609.  "t  Walkenkr.  Sir  William  Temple. 
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An.  1670.  ruin  the  manufactures  of  this  Kingdom,  and  the  trade 
0f  the  French  in  the  Indies.  The  Penfioner  de  Witt, 
his  brother,  and  their  party  did  all  they  could  to  re¬ 
move  thefe  prejudices,  but  the  unhappy  differences 
which  then  reigned  in  the  United  Provinces,  render¬ 
ed  fruitlefs  the  endeavours  of  the  two  brothers.  The 
Prince  of  Orange’s  party  not  fo  well  affected  to 
France,  and  the  imprudence  of  Van-Beuninguen  the 
Dutch  Ambaffador  at  the  King’s  Court,  increafed 
the  jealoufies  and  diftrufts.  It  became  the  wifdom 
of  Louis  XIV .  to  be  very  watchful  of  the  meafures 
of  William  II.  Prince  of  Orange,  who  would  na¬ 
turally  neglcdt  nothing  for  the  aggrandizing  of  his 
Family  and  of  a  Republick  founded  by  his  ance- 
ftors. 

The  King  After  various  fruitlefs  negotiations,  the  King  re- 
totreTk'the  folved  to  break  with  the  Dutch,  being  convinced 
triple  alii-  that  the  new  leagues  and  alliances  they  were  forming 
ance’  were  in  reality  againft  him.  He  fought  all  means  to 
diflolve  the  triple  alliance  and  began  by  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  draw  off  from  it  King  Charles  II.  of  Great- 
Britain.  He  communicated  his  fecret  to  the  Vif- 
count  de  Turenne  and  employed  him  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  that  important  negotiation.  The  fignal  fer- 
vices  which  this  great  General  had  done  the  Houfe  of 
Stuart  both  before  and  after  Cromwell’s  death,  had 
procured  him  the  intimate  confidence  of  the  Duchefs 
of  Orleans,  Charles  IPs  filter.  Louis  entirely  chang¬ 
ed  his  conduct  with  regard  to  Henrietta  of  England, 
whom  he  had  often  treated  with  indifference,  and  Ihe 
in  a  fhort  time  appeared  to  have  great  intereft  at 
Court.  The  Vifcount  faw  daily  at  her  houfe  a  young 
Lady  of  great  beauty  and  of  yet  greater  wit :  as 
Ihe  was  the  Duchefs’s  favourite,  he  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  gain  her  friendfhip  in  order  to  fecure 
the  continuance  of  that  of  her  miftrefs.  Being 
fincerely  perfuaded  that  he  loved  only  the  Lady’s 
wit,  he  let  himfelf  be  enfnared  by  her  charms: 
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and  fhe  forgot  nothing  that  might  engage  him.  An.  1670. 
Turenne  did  not  diftruft  the  ready  fervices  of  a 
young  perfon  who  feem’d  to  look  upon  him  rather 
as  her  father  than  a  lover  :  he  did  not  difcern  the 
fource  of  his  growing  affe&ion  *,  by  degrees  his  fen- 
timents  of  friendlhip  changed  into  the  paffion  of 
love  •,  and  at  length  neither  the  age  nor  the  virtue 
of  this  great  General  were  fufficient  to  fecure  him 
againft  a  weaknefs  too  common  and  often  fatal  to 
Heroes.  His  confidence  in  the  Lady  increafed 
with  his  love  •,  and  under  pretence  of  making  her 
ufeful  in  his  political  projedts,  he  difcovered  to  her 
thefecret  of  the  State:  fhe  entred  into  the  intrigue, 
and  ferved  as  a  Mediatrix  with  the  Princefs  Hen¬ 
rietta. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  was  not  well  pleafed  with  Ge“r™sf 
the  great  influence  he  faw  the  Duchefs  his  wife  was  vifcount. 
gaining  over  the  mind  of  the  King,  and  fufpedted 
that  fhe  was  carrying  on  fome  affair  of  confequence  •, 
but  not  being  able  to  guefs  it,  he  apply’d  himfelf 
to  the  Chevalier  de  Lorrain  his  favourite,  and  em¬ 
ployed  him  to  find  out  the  myftery.  The  Cheva¬ 
lier  was  the  moft  agreeable  Prince,  and  had  the  moft 
wit  of  any  body  at  Court  *,  he  attacked  the  young 
Marchionefs,  and  fhe  could  not  refift  the  pleafure 
of  telling  him  a  fecret.  The  Duke  of  Orleans  bsoke 
out  in  paffion  againft  his  wife,  complained  to  Louis 
of  the  unworthy  manner  in  which  he  was  treated, 
and  let  him  underftand  that  he  knew  all  that  was 
intended  to  be  concealed  from  him.  The  King 
who  had  difcovered  his  mind  to  no  body  but  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne  and  the  Marquis  de  Louvois, 
being  fure  of  Turenne’s  difcretion,  told  him  that 
Louvois  had  revealed  his  fecret.  The  Vifcount  al¬ 
ways  true,  and  always  generous  even  in  the  midft 
of  his  weaknefles,  juftified  Louvois,  and  confefied 
his  own  fault.  This  candour  charmed  the  King, 
and  he  redoubled  his  confidence  in  a  man  that  chofe 

rather 
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An.  1 670.  rather  to  difcover  his  own  ffame  than  ruin  a  Mini- 
'**~v~**>  fter  whom  he  might  well  be  allowed  not  to  love. 
Turenne  broke  off  all  correfpondence  with  the  young 
Marchionefs,  would  fee  her  no  more,  and  all  the 
reft  of  his  life  bluffed  at  the  remembrance  of  that 
adventure.  It  is  reported  that  the  Chevalier  de 
Lorrain  having  a  mind  to  talk  to  him  of  it  fome 
years  after  ;  Let  us  begin  then ,  faid  the  Vifcount, 
by  -putting  out  the  lights. 

The  King  *  The  Duchefs  of  Orleans  neverthelefs  ftill  con- 
^nffrorp  hnued  her  negotiations  with  her  brother  the  King  of 
the  triple  ai-  Great  Britain,  and  it  was  thought  neceffary  in  order 
We.  to  them  that  ff e  ffould  go  over  into  England. 

It  was  of  importance  to  conceal  her  journey  •,  and 
the  better  to  cover  it,  the  King  gave  out  that  he 
would  go  and  fee  his  new  conquefts  in  Flanders :  he 
fet  out  from  St.  Germain  en  Laye  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  May,  and  taking  his  Court  along  with  him 
went  to  Oudenarde,  Courtrai,  Lille,  Dunkerque  and 
Gravelines.  Henrietta  of  England  made  ufe  of 
the  pretence  of  being  fo  near,  to  pay  a  vifit 
to  her  brothers  King  Charles  and  the  Duke  of 
York :  ffe  embarked  at  Calais,  and  arrived  at  Do¬ 
ver,  where  ffe  faw  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
Henrietta’s  negotiation  was  fuccefsful.  The  King 
her  brother  promifed  to  quit  the  triple  alliance, 
and  ffe  came  back  triumphant  to  Paris  about  the 
middle  of  June.  Having  retired  to  St.  Cloud  to 
enjoy  the  fine  feafon,  and  for  the  benefit  of  her 
health,  ffe  was  accompanied  thither  by  the  Vif¬ 
count  de  Turenne,  the  Duke  of  Rochefoucault  and 
feveral  other  Lords :  ffe  died  in  a  few  days  after 
with  all  the  refolution  of  a  Heroine,  and  the  fenti- 
ments  of  a  perfect  piety.  The  Court  loft  by  her 
death  a  Princefs  that  knew  how  to  diftinguiff  me¬ 
rit  and  refpedt  it :  the  Vifcount  was  fo  much  affiid- 


*  The  Memoirs  of  Sir  W  illianj  Tempfc. 
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ed  that  he  had  a  mind  to  retire  from  the  world,  but An-  1670. 
the  King  hindered  him. 

Wnilft  the  Minifters  of  France  were  labouring  in  The  King 
England  to  draw  off  Charles  II.  from  his  allianCe'L0^fn 
with  the  Swedes  and  Dutch,  Louis  pofTeffed  him- 
felf  of  Lorrain.  Duke  Charles  the  4th  always 
reftlefs  and  fufpicious,  had  a  mind  to  enter  into  the 
triple  alliance,  and  endeavoured  by  all  means  to 
ftrengthen  it  by  engaging  the  Princes  of  Germany 
in  it  •,  being  a  fecond  time  ftript  of  his  Dominions, 
he  retired  firft  to  Cologne,  and  then  to  Frankfort, 
to  wait  there  for  better  fortune. 

The  year  1671  was  fpent  in  negotiations  with  the  An.  1671. 
Emperor,  Spain  and  Sweden,  with  the  Electors  of 
Cologne  and  Brandenburgh,  with  the  Bifhop  of™^1/^* 
Munfter,  and  fome  other  German  Princes,  to  hin- Bifhop  0f 
der  their  entring  into  the  triple  alliance,  or  ad- Corners 
hering  to  it.  Chriftopher  Gaalen  Bifhop  of  into  an  alli- 
Munfter,  a  Prelate  of  a  turbulent  fpirit,  ambitious  jTc^th 
and  covetous,  faw  with  uneafinefs  the  fucceiTes  of  the 
Dutch  :  and  dreading  their  power  he  publifhed 
throughout  the  Empire,  that  under  pretence  of  me¬ 
diation,  juflice  or  protection  they  had  made  feveral  u- 
furpations  upon  the  Counties  of  Stirum,  Culembourg, 
Benthem  and  Eaft-Frifeland  :  that  they  had  feized 
upon  Raveftein  on  the  Meufe,  on  Borkelo  in  the 
County  of  Zutphen,  and  fome  other  places  in  Over- 
lifel,  which  belonged  to  his  Bifhoprick  ;  that  by 
fomenting  the  revolt  amongft  his  fubjeCts,  and  en¬ 
deavouring  to  force  him  to  difband  his  troops,  they 
hoped  to  extend  by  degrees  their  authority  over  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Princes  of  the  Roman  Communion  : 
nay,  pufhed  on  by  his  animofity,  he  went  fo  far  as  to 
accufe  them  in  his  manifeftos,  as  he  had  already  done 
in  his  private  difcourfe,  of  openly  aiming  at  the  de- 
ftruCtion  of  the  Monarchical  and  Catholick  States  *, 
he  propofed  a  treaty  with  France,  and  preffed  the 
EkCtor  of  Cologne  to  join  with  him. 


The 
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An.  1671.  The  Elector  of  Cologne  of  the  houfe  of  Bavaria 
being  weak  through  age  and  infirmities,  and  having 
of  Cologne  applied  all  his  thoughts  to  devotion  and  chymiftry, 
wui7FranceSen^rely  ne§k£ted  the  management  of  affairs,  and 
'gave  up  himfelf  to  the  councils  of  Egon  de  Fur¬ 
ftemberg  Bifhop  of  Strafburg,  and  Prince  William 
of  Furftemberg  his  brother  :  they  perfuaded  him  to 
unite  with  France,  in  order  to  reconquer  Rhinberg 
and  the  other  places  ufurped  from  the  Ele&orate  of 
Cologne. 

The  King  The  King  figned  a  treaty  with  thofe  two  German 
the3 Emperor  Fritices,  who  alone  could  open  to  him  the  gates  into 
and  Sweden.  Holland  upon  the  Meufe  and  the  Rhine,  furnifh  him 
with  magazines  and  places  of  arms,  in  a  country 
diftant  from  his  dominions,  and  facilitate  to  him  a 
fure  retreat,  in  cafe  his  expedition  fhould  not  have 
the  fuccefs  he  hoped.  The  Princes  of  Furftemberg 
and  the  Commander  Gremonville  the  French  Mini- 
fter  at  Vienna  had  orders  to  ufe  all  their  endeavours 
to  keep  the  Emperor  neutral,  who  looked  upon  the 
Dutch  as  fubjebts  revolted  from  Princes  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  and  as  irreconcilable  enemies  of  the  Catholick 
Religion.  Thus  his  refentment  and  his  religion 
confpired  to  hinder  him  from  taking  part  with  the 
Dutch  •,  and  the  Furftembergs  artfully  *  making 
advantage  of  his  difpofitions,  reprefented  to  him, 
that  the  power  of  the  Dutch  was  very  great,  and 
their  country  advantageoufly  fituated ;  that  the 
French  would  find  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  mak¬ 
ing  conquers  there  *,  and  that  by  his  refufing  to  give 
any  affiftanbe  to  the  Dutch,  he  would  oblige  them  to 
reftore  all  the  places  which  belonged  to  the  Princes 
of  the  Empire.  The  Emperor  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  perfuaded,  and  wrote  to  the  Bifhop  of  Strafburg 
that  he  approved  of  the  league  which  the  Elector  of 
Cologne  and  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  had  made,  and 
even  he  himfelf,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  con¬ 
cluded  a  fecret  treaty  with  France,  by  which  he 
f  Bafnage  and  Waikenier.  promifed 
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promifed  not  to  afiift  the  States  General,  provided  An.  1671. 
the  King  did  not  make  any  attempt  upon  the  territo- 
riesof  the  Empire  or  Spain.  France  carried  on  her  ne¬ 
gotiations  with  equal  diligence  at  the  Court  of  Swe¬ 
den,  in  order  to  bring  the  Council  of  Charles  XIth’s 
Regency  to  break  with  Holland,  and  prevailed  fo 
far  as  to  obtain  a  ftipulation,  that  if  the  Emperor, 
or  any  Prince  of  the  Empire  ffiould  afiift  the  Re- 
publick,  the  troops  of  Sweden  ffiould  enter  into  the 
heart  of  Germany  and  join  the  French  army,  in  or¬ 
der  to  force  thofe  Princes  to  obferve  the  Peace  of 
Weftphalia. 

Such  were  the  principal  views  of  the  Powers  in 
league  againft  Holland,  not  to  deftroy  but  to  curb 
her.  The  King  had  a  mind  to  make  himfelf  ma¬ 
iler  of  all  the  towns  and  fortrefles  on  the  Meufe,  in. 

Brabant  and  in  Flanders,  which  belonged  to  the 
Dutch  :  The  Bilhop  of  Munfter  wanted  to  retake  all 
his  places  in  Over-Ifiel  and  Zutphen :  the  Eledlor  of 
Cologne,  Rhimberg  and  all  the  places  dependant  on 
his  Electorate  •,  and  the  King  of  England  deligned  to 
pofifefs  himfelf  of  fome  Iflands  in  the  County  of  Ze- 
land  for  the  fecurity  of  his  trade. 

The  only  Prince  of  the  Empire,  who  openly  in-Thediipon- 
terefted  himfelf  for  the  Republick,  was  Frederick 
William  Eledtor  of  Brandenburgh.  The  countries Branden- 
he  pofifefs’d,  the  troops  he  had  on  foot,  and  hisburgh* 
Court  filled  with  Princes,  Lords  and  Officers  of  all 
Nations,  made  him  employ  himfelf  continually  in 
fearch  of  means  to  encreafe  his  glory  and  power. 

The  Peace  of  Weftphalia  had  hindred  him  from  ex¬ 
tending  his  Conquefts  in  Germany,  and  retaking 
Pomerania  from  the  Swedes :  but  he  had  of  a  long 
time  afpired  to  be  Stadtholder  of  Holland  and  tho’ 
that  office  had  been  fupprefs’d  fix  years  before,  yet 
he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  was  able  to  obtain  it,  to 
make  it  perpetual  in  his  family,  and  to  bring  the 
Dutch  under  his  yoke  either  by  force  or  add  refs. 

6  With 
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An.  1671.  With  this  view  he  connived  at  their  ufurpations  on 
the  country  of  Cleves,  did  not  demand  the  great 
fums  of  money  that  were  due  to  him,  let  them  pofiefs 
feveral  of  his  towns,  interefted  himfelf  in  their  quar¬ 
rels  with  their  neighbours,  rejected  the  propofals  of 
feveral  Princes  of  the  Empire,  and  even  thofe  of 
France,  and  endeavoured  by  all  methods  to  procure 
the  friendlhip  and  confidence  of  the  States  General : 
As  foon  as  they  acquainted  him  by  their  Envoy  with 
the  menaces  of  France  and  England,  he  offered 
them  his  affiftance,  and  concluded  a  treaty  with 
them,  whereby  he  promifed  to  fend  them  an  army 
of  25000  men. 

The  aifpofi-  During  this  interval,  Beverning  the  Dutch  Am- 
tion  of  Spain.  baf^dor  at  Madrid  difconcerted  all  the  projects  of 
France,  and  engaged  the  Queen  of  Spain  to  furnifh 
money  and  troops  to  defend  the  United  Provinces : 
fhe  foon  fent  6000  men,  who  landed  at  Oftend, 
with  orders  to  the  Count  de  Monterei  Governour 
of  the  Low- Countries  to  employ  them  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Republick.  Thus  was  the  face  of  Europe 
entirely  changed  :  France  and  England,  who  had 
contributed  to  the  raifing  and  aggrandizing  the  Re-; 
publick,  were  now  endeavouring  to  ruin  her :  Spain 
on  the  contrary,  who  had  been  for  an  age  attempting 
to  deftroy  the  Dutch  as  revolted  fubjefts,  was  now 
their  chief  fupport. 

The  filiation  The  Republick  of  Holland  had  been  of  a  long 
pubHck be-  time  divided  into  two  factions :  the  head  of  one 
tore  the  war.  was  the  young  Prince  of  Orange  William  the  third. 
His  partizans  were  for  re-eftablifhing  the  Stadt- 
holderfhip  in  his  perfon,  reftoring  to  his  family  all 
its  ancient  dignities,  and  rendring  the  young  Prince 
as  powerful  as  his  predecelfors.  His  party  feared 
the  greatnefs  of  France,  and  thought  that  none  but 
William  the  third  could  fet  bounds  to  Louis  XIVth’s 
ambition.  The  heads  of  the  other  faction  were  the 
Penfioner  John  de  Witt  and  his  brother  Cornelius, 

great 
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great  Bailiff  of  Putten  :  thefe  two  brothers  lov’d  An.  1671 . 
France,  and  were  fenfible  that  the  King  was  abler 
to  protect  the  Dutch  againft  the  Englifh  and  the 
Eledcor  of  Brandenburgh,  than  either  Spain  or  the 
Empire,  which  at  bottom  were  equally  their  enemies. 

This  latter  party  had  at  firft  the  upper  hand  in  the 
Councils,  but  contented  themfelves  with  fending  or¬ 
ders  to  Pierre  de  Groot  Ambaffador  in  France,  to  ufe 
all  his  efforts  to  difcover  the  King’s  intentions. 

Groot  who  excelled  in  politicks  as  much  as  his  fa¬ 
ther  did  in  learning,  fent  them  word  that  he  fore- 
faw  a  terrible  florm,  but  that  the  States  General 
might  nevertlielefs  difpel  it,  if  they  would  prevent 
the  King  by  fome  fubmiffions,  and  teftify  a  fincere 
defire  of  renewing  their  alliance  with  him. 

The  Dutch  being  terrified  wrote  to  the  King, 
endeavouring  to  appeafe  his  wrath ;  but  Louis 
gave  them  an  anfwer  which  left  them  no  room  to 
doubt  of  his  defigns.  They  then  thought  of 
nothing  but  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  their 
Provinces ;  they  caufed  to  be  built  a  very  great 
number  of  fiat  bottomed  boats  mounted  with  canon, 
to  guard  the  Scheld,  the  Meufe,  the  Vahal,  the 
Iffel  and  the  Rhine,  and  to  fhut  up  all  the  ap¬ 
proaches  to  their  country.  They  had  lefs  to  fear  by 
fea,  becaufethe  Republick  was  very  flrongin  fhip- 
ping  *,  her  treafuries  were  filled  with  money  *,  but 
fhe  wanted  foldiers  •,  four  and  twenty  years  of  peace 
had  confumed  all  her  old  troops,  and  rendered 
Holland  fitter  for  trade  than  war.  There  were  no 
great  things  to  be  expedted  from  the  levies  that  fhould 
be  made  in  the  United  Provinces :  raw  foldiers  were 
not  a  fit  match  for  difciplin’d  troops.  The  States 
difpatched  new  Couriers  to  Germany,  Spain  and 
Denmark  to  haften  the  arrival  of  the  fuccours  they 
expected  thence.  An  I(372, 

Louis  XIV  caufed  an  army  of  100000  meniOO^ 
to  march  towards  the  Rhine.  The  Elector  of  Co-divi<ies.h,s 

,  .  troops  into 
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An.  i672.Iogne  opened  all  the  paffages  through  his  territories, 
delivered  up  Nuys  and  feveral  other  polls  to  be 
made  magazines  of  arms,  and  the  Bifhop  of  Mun- 
fter  affembled  all  his  troops  in  order  to  enter  by 
Weftphalia  into  the  northern  Provinces  of  Holland. 
Before  the  opening  of  the  campaign  and  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  the  King  judged  it  proper  to  divide  his 
army  into  four  corps,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  name 
the  Generals  that  were  to  head  them.  He  refolved 
to  command  the  firft  in  Perfon  with  his  brother  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  in  quality  of  Generaliffimo  •,  the  Vif- 
count  de  Turenne  had  the  next  rank  after  him,  and 
the  title  of  Captain  General :  the  Prince  of  Conde 
was  to  lead  the  fecond  ;  the  Marfhals  d’Humieres 
and  Bellefonds  were  under  him :  the  Marfhal  de 
Crequi  headed  the  third  •,  and  the  fourth  was  to 
march  into  Weftphalia,  under  the  conduct  of  the 
Duke  of  Luxembourg,  to  join  the  Bifhop  of  Mun- 
fter’s  troops.  The  King,  to  prevent  the  contefts 
which  might  arife  on  account  of  rank  and  precedency 
in  command,  ordered,  that  in  cafe  the  different  ar¬ 
mies  fhould  happen  to  join  in  the  abfence  of  the 
Princes  of  the  blood,  the  Marfhals  d’Humieres, 
Bellefonds  and  Crequi  fhould  follow  the  orders  of 
the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  during  the  expedition. 

The  Mar-  The  three  Marfhals  refufed  to  obey  and  were  ba- 
*i!SHamTnifhed.  The  publick  faw  nothing  in  the  King’s 
eresand  Bei- order  that  was  not  due  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne’s 
fuiTJobey.  faperior  merit  •,  and  a  very  able  Magiftrate  of  that 
time  *  made  appear,  in  a  letter  written  to  the  Mar¬ 
fhal  de  Crequi,  that  Louis  the  XlVth’s  predeceffors 
had  often  commanded  the  Marfhals  of  France  to 
obey  perfons  who  were  not  Princes  of  the  Blood, 
The  Marfhals  continued  inbanifhment  fix  months, 
and  the  King  would 'not  admit  them  again  into  his 
fervice*  but  at  the  inftance  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
Marfhals  of  France,  who  declared  that  their  three 
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difgraced  companions  might  and  ought  to  Tub- An.  1672: 
mit*. 

The  levies  made  in  the  United  Provinces,  tho’  all  The  Prince 
the  militia  of  the  country  was  armed,  were  not  com- ^Pgradnef 
parable  to  the  King’s  army  :  but  when  it  came  to  becked  cap- 
debated  who  fhould  command  the  Dutch  troops,  thefn’d  ^;egn"aI 
divifions  which  tore  the  Republick  were  greater  Admiral  of 
than  ever.  The  Prince  of  Orange’s  partifans  pro-  Abies'* Ws" 
pofed  the  abolition  of  the  perpetual  Editt,  and  the  troops, 
raifing  of  that  Prince  to  the  dignity  of  Stadtholder 
the  friends  of  the  de  Witts  oppofed  it,  but  they 
could  not  prevent  his  being  at  lead  chofen  Captain 
General  by  land,  and  High  Admiral  as  his  prede- 
ceffors  had  been,  -f*  William  the  third,  who  was 
then  but  two  and  twenty  years  of  age,  was  for  im¬ 
mediately  evacuating  many  places  where  the  Dutch 
to  no  purpofe  kept  garrifons,  which,  tho’  not  flrong 
enough  feparately  to  refill  the  enemy,  might  form  a 
powerful  army,  under  one  Leader  ;  but  he  was  not 
Mailer  to  execute  this  project,  and  continued  for 
fome  time  General  without  an  army.  While  he  was 
waiting  for  the  fuccours  expected  from  Germany, 
Denmark  and  other  places,  he  got  together  fourteen 
regiments  of  horfe,  and  feven  of  foot,  gave  out 
commiflions  for  putting  all  the  Provinces  in  arms, 
fent  the  new  levies  into  the  flrong  towns  to  encreafe 
their  garrifons,  put  all  the  navy  offices  in  motion, 
fitted  out  a  fleet  of  feventy  two  fliips,  andentrufled 
the  command  of  it  to  the  famous  Ruyter,  who  was 
confirmed  in  the  office  of  Vice  Admiral  and  Com¬ 
mandant  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  Repub¬ 
lick.  Eight  Deputies  wrere  chofen  to  reprefent  the 
States  General  in  the  expeditions ;  the  firft  was  Cor¬ 
nelius  de  Witt  the  Penfioner’s  brother,  who  had  or¬ 
ders  to  go  aboard  the  fleet  with  Ruyter  :  the  feven 
others  followed  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  aflifl  him 
with  their  counfels. 

*  Sec  the  Authorities,  No.  XX, 
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An.  1672.  Many  hoped  that  William  the  third’s  new  dignity 
would  encline  the  King  of  England  his  uncle  to  re¬ 
ef  England  turn  to  the  triple  alliance:  but  that  expectation  was 
deciar^T war  huftrated.  Louis  XIV.  and  Charles  II.  declared 
again  ft  the  war  againfl:  the  States  General  by  Manifeftoes  of 
United  Pro- (-fog  feventh  of  April.  A  month  after,  the  Eledtor 
of  Cologne  and  the  Bilhop  of  Munfter  followed  the 
example  of  thofe  two  Kings. 

The  Dutch  The  ftorm  being  ready  to  fall  on  all  Tides,  the 

Genera)  offi  Dutch  put  themfelves  in  a  condition  of  making  a 
cers,  and  ftout  defence.  As  they  had  but  a  fmall  number  of 
make  aii  ]anc|  forces  they  waited  for  the  French,  and  did  not 

for  war.  go  to  meet  them  :  their  frontiers  were,  fotofpeak, 

thick  fet  with  fortreifes  and  fortified  towns.  The 
Meufe,  the  Rhine  and  the  Ifiel  feemed  made  on 
purpofe  to  hinder  accefs  to  the  Country  :  The  Meufe 
being  defended  by  ftrong  towns  fituated  on  its 
banks,  and  the  Rhine  by  its  rapidity  and  depth,  the 
Dutch  contented  themfelves  with  drawing  a  line 
along  the  banks  of  the  life!  *  from  Arnheim  to 
Zutphen.  A  country  bordering  upon  the  fea,  en- 
clofed  by  three  rapid  and  deep  rivers,  divided  by 
canals,  and  eafy  to  be  overflowed,  feemed  to  them 
fecure  from  all  attacks.  The  Count  de  Monterei 
being  perfoacled  that  the  French  would  fall  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  Maeffricht,  put  the  Spanifh  and  W alloon 
cavalry  into  that  place,  the  garrifon  before  confift- 
ing  of  10000  veterans.  The  Prince  of  Orange 
having  got  together  an  army  of  2  5000  men,  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  banks  of  the  Iffel,  and  the  Dutch 
fleet  went  and  lay  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  to  op- 
pofe  the  naval  forces  of  England  and  France,  which 
amounted  to  150  veffels.  All  Europe  was  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  firft  motions  of  two  powerful  Kings  fe- 
conded  by  the  greatefl  Captains  of  their  age. 

*  The  Iffel  is  a  branch  of  the  Rhine  made  formerly  by  Drufus,  of  a  canal 
which  that  Roman  dug  to  fortify  his  camp :  but  the  water  of  the  Rhine  hav¬ 
ing  got  into  it,  by  length  of  time  made  itfclf  a  channel. 

Louis 
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Louis  accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans  fet  An.  1672. 
out  from  St.  Germain  en  Laye  about  the  end  of  T]o 
April,  and  came  to  Charleroi,  where  his  army  was  /ets  oui  for 
encamped  along  the  banks  of  the  Sambre  :  it  wasthe  anr‘y« 
compofed  of  three  and  twenty  companies  of  gend¬ 
armes,  life-guards,  mufqueteers  and  chevaux  legers, 
two  regiments  of  the  French  and  Swifs  guards,  fix 
and  forty  regiments  of  French  infantry,  fourteen  re¬ 
giments  of  foreign  infantry,  and  fixty  regiments  of 
light  horfe  or  dragoons :  they  amounted  in  all  to  about 
one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  fighting  men  fumptu- 
oufly  cloathed.  They  were  divided  into  two  corps : 
of  the  principal,  which  was  called  the  King’s  army, 
and  was  compofed  of  eighty  thoufand  men,  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  was  Generalifiimo,  and  the  Vifcount  de 
Turenne  Captain  General :  the  fecond  commanded 
by  the  Prince  of  Conde,  confided  of  30000  men. 

The  Lieutenant  Generals  in  the  King’s  army  were 
the  Duke  de  la  Feuillade,  the  Counts  of  SoifTons,  de 
1’Orge,  du  Lude  andde  Chamilli,  and  the  Marquiffes 
of  Gadagneand  Rochefort :  the  Major-Generals  were 
the  Chevaliers  de  Lorrain  and  du  Pleffis,  du  Mar¬ 
tinet,  de  Montal  and  de  Fourille.  The  Prince  of 
Conde  had  under  him  as  Lieutenant  Generals,  the 
Count  de  Guiches,  and  the  Marquis  of  Saint  Abre 
and  Foucault  *f  :  His  Major-Generals  were  the 
Counts  of  Pleffis,  Nogent,  Magaloti  and  Choifeul, 
and  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun. 

Holland  could  not  be  attacked  but  by  two  places,  Tf}e  K!ns 
the  Rhine  and  the  Meufe.  The  Generals  and  the  attack  the 
Minifters  differed  in  their  fentiments :  the  former 
were  for  befieging  Maeftricht,  in  order  to  be  mafberthc  fame 
of  the  Meufe,  enter  into  Dutch  Brabant,  hinder  the time* 
jundtion  of  the  Spaniards,  and  make  a  place  of  arms 
of  that  town.  The  latter  thought  that  enterprife 
ufelefs,  and  of  too  great  an  expence,  and  were  for 
marching  towards  the  Rhine,  in  order  to  encourage 

-{-  Antony  Foucault  Lord  of  Etrast 
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An.  1672.  the  allies  of  France,  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  Hol- 
land,  and  facilitate  afterwards  the  taking  of  towns 
upon  the  Meufe.  After  feveral  deliberations,  the 
King  by  Turenne’s  advice  refolved  to  attack  the 
Meufe  and  the  Rhine  at  the  fame  time. 

The  vif-  Two  days  after  Louis’s  arrival  at  Charleroi,  the 
Mafeiekkes  Vifcount  marched  with  an  advanced  guard  of  20000 
and  diffuses  footand  2000  dragoons  to  inveftMafeick*,  and  make 
fronfftop-  a  general  magazine  there,  after  enlarging  its  fortihca- 
pingtobe-  tions.  That  town,  tho’  it  be  one  of  the  dependen- 
ilrfchtf36'  c!es  of  the  Bifhoprick  of  Liege,  of  which  the  Ele&or 
of  Cologne  was  Sovereign,  refufed,  by  the  orders  of 
the  Chapter  of  Liege,  to  open  its  gates  to  the  Vif- 
count,  and  the  inhabitants  put  themfelves  in  a  po- 
fture  of  defence,  tho’  they  had  no  garrifon.  Tu- 
renne,  after  fummoning  them  a  fecond  time,  caufed 
his  batteries  to  be  ereded  ;  the  Magiftrate  was  ob- 
ftinate  and  made  the  canon  of  the  town  to  be  fired. 
The  befiegers  anlwered  them  very  warmly  for  a 
whole  day  ;  but  the  next  day  the  inhabitants  being 
frightned,  forced  the  Burgo-Mafter  to  furrender  the 
May  15.  town.  The  Vifcount  having  got  poffeffion  of  this 
important  poll,  ordered  feven  baftior.s  to  be  raifed 
there,  together  with  a  citadel  on  this  fide  of  the 
Meufe,  and  a  horn-work  on  the  other  fide,  in  order 
to  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  United 
Provinces  and  Maeftricht,  which  by  this  means  was 
rendered  ufelefs  to  the  Dutch:  he  left  Chamilli  at 
Maeftricht  with  4  or  5000  men  to  take  care  of  the 
Fortifications,  and  returned  with  the  reft  of  the  troops 
to  rejoin  the  King,  who  lay  encamped  with  his  ar¬ 
my  near  Vifet,  four  leagues  from  Maeftricht  in  a 
great  valley  along  the  Meufe  on  this  fide  the  river. 
The  Prince  of  Conde,  who  had  marched  with  his 
army  by  way  of  the  Ardennes,  arrived  the  nine¬ 
teenth  day  in  the  morning  at  the  Abbey  of  Eober- 
hiont,  a  league  and  a  half  from  Liege  and  three 
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leagues  from  the  camp.  After  dinner  the  King  An.  1672-' 
held  a  Council  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  Prince  *m*\sm*l 
of  Conde  and  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne.  *  The 
Prince  a  fecond  time  propofed  to  befiege  Mae- 
ftricht  before  they  went  any  further:  but  the  Vif¬ 
count  again  reprefented  that  that  fiege  would  be 
long,  difficult  and  dangerous ;  that  it  would  dif- 
courage  the  army  in  the  beginning  of  a  great  expe¬ 
dition  •,  that  it  would  give  time  to  the  Dutch  to  get 
together  all  their  forces,  and  to  their  allies  to  come 
to  their  affiftance  •,  and  laftly,  that  the  taking  of 
Mafeick  having  cut  off  all  communication  between 
Holland  and  Maeftricht,  it  was  fufficient  to  block  up 
that  town,  while  in  the  mean  time  a  fecure  paffage 
fhould  be  opened  acrofs  the  country  of  Cleves  into 
the  United  Provinces.  The  Vifcount’s  opinion  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  Council,  and  it  was  refolved  to  ad¬ 
vance  towards  the  Rhine,  in  order  to  befiege  Vefel, 
Rhimberg,  Orfoi  and  Burick  at  the  lame  time. 

Thefe  four  towns  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine 
pretty  near  one  another,  all  well  fortified  and  de¬ 
fended  by  good  troops,  were  reckoned  the  principal 
entries  into  Holland.  The  King’s  army  marched 
along  the  Rhine  while  that  of  the  Prince  of  Conde 
paffed  it  at  Keiferfwart.  The  Dutch  did  not  feem 
at  firft  much  moved  at  the  King’s  approacli  •,  they 
hoped  that  his  attempts  upon  the  country  of  Cleves 
would  engage  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh,  as  the 
moft  interefted,  quickly  to  take  the  field  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  ftir  up  the  Emperor  to  oppofe  Louis’s 
progrefs  in  the  Empire.  They  were  not  much  trou¬ 
bled  at  the  taking  of  towns  which  did  not  belong  to 
them,  and  were  only  under  their  protection. 

On  the  firft  of  June  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  ar- Vefel,  Bu- 
rived  with  12000  men  before  Burick,  the  Prince  of 
Conde  before  Vefel,  and  the  King  together  within  are  be- 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  having  taken  the  fame  rout, 

*  The  Dutch  Mercury,  and  the  Abbot  Raguenet’s  Hiftory.  the  King. 
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An.  1672.  advanced  the  fame  day  *  to  the  eminence  of  Holt- 
zein,  a  fmall  town  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nuys. 
Here  the  Elector  of  Cologne  came  to  meet  the  young 
King,  and  held  a  conference  with  him  about  what 
expeditions  his  troops  fhould  make,  while  the  French 
Generals,  after  the  reduction  of  the  four  towns 
above  mentioned  fhould  go  and  join  the  army  at 
Munfter.  The  interview  lafted  fome  hours,  the 
Eledtor  went  to  Nuys,  and  the  King  continued  his 
march,  and  encamped  between  Orfoy  and  Rhim- 
berg,  from  whence  he  could  go  in  perfon  to  the 
fieges  of  the  four  towns  defigned  to  be  attacked. 
While  he  was  befieging  Rhimberg,  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  Orfoy,  and  the  Prince  of  Conde  Vefel, 
the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  employed  in  reducing 
Burick.  This  town  is  oppofite  to  Vefel  and  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Rhine  ;  its  fortifications,  which 
confuted  of  fix  baflions  and  fix  half  moons  made 
of  earth,  and  ftrengthned  with  flakes  and  pallifades, 
were  in  pretty  good  condition,  it  had  provifions  and 
ammunition  in  abundance,  and  its  Governor  p  Pec- 
kendam  was  an  officer  of  diftinguifhed  merit:  butthere 
were  only  400  men  ingarrifon,  and  the  place  being 
fmall,  could  not  furnifli  many  towns-people  for  the 
fervice.  The  Vifcount  having  finifhed  the  lines  of 
circumvallation  the  firft  day  of  the  fiege,  caufed  a 
battery  to  be  railed  on  the  banks  of  the  river  in  order 
to  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  town  and 
Vefel.  Pcckendam  placed  a  great  many  lighted 
matches  on  the  walls  in  the  night  time,  to  make 
the  French  believe  that  they  were  fo  many  mufke- 
teers  •,  but  the  Vifcount  who  in  all  this  expedition 
tried  to  prevail  by  perfuafion  before  he  made  ufe  of 
force,  let  'him  know  by  a  trumpet  that  he  v/as  per¬ 
fectly  well  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  place, 
and  the  number  of  the  foldiers,  and  that  it  would  be 
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very  imprudent  to  facrifice  the  lives  of  400  men  to  An.  1672: 
defer  for  a  few  days  a  furrendry,  which  was  un- 
avoidable.  Peckendam  reflected  upon  this  advice, 
and  feeing  that  he  had  but  ten  pieces  of  canon  in  a 
condition  to  fire,  and  that  the  Vifcount  had  pufhed 
his  approaches  as  far  as  the  brink  of  the  ditch 
which  was  already  half  filled  up,  he  beat  the  cha- 
made  with  content  of  his  Council,  and  delivered  up 
the  town  to  the  French.  Orfoy  furrendered  the  3d 
of  June,  Burick  the  4th,  Vefel  the  6th,  and  Rhim- 
berg  the  7th. 

The  King  encouraged  by  fo  extraordinary  fuc-TheV!f 
cefs  made  his  army  advance  to  Vefel,  in  order  to the  town 
pafs  the  Rhine  there,  and  followed  the  route  of  the fort  of  Rees* 
Prince  of  Conde  who  was  gone  to  Emerick,  and 
of  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  who  arrived  the  4th 
of  June  in  the  evening  before  the  town  of  Rees,  which 
was  furrounded  by  feven  great  baftions  and  a  ftrong 
wall.  Wimberguen  a  man  of  courage  and  refolu- 
tion,  and  Governor  of  the  place,  had  a  garrifon  fuf- 
ficient  to  defend  it:  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine 
there  was  a  confiderable  fort  in  condition  to  make 
a  longer  refiftance  than  the  town  it  felf.  Cap¬ 
tain  Vanderhove  with  200  men  at  firft  charged 
the  French  :  but  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  fo  terri¬ 
fied  him  with  threatnings,  and  afterwards  gained 
him  by  promifes,  that  he  made  him  furrender  the 
fort,  even  without  giving  notice  of  it  to  the  Governor 
of  Rees.  Wimberguen  hearing  no  noife  of  canon 
or  mufkets  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  fent  an 
Officer  with  fome  foldiers  to  inform  themfelves  of 
the  reafon  of  fo  fudden  a  calm,  and  of  a  filence 
which  he  fufpected  to  import  no  good  :  but  thofe 
foldiers  had  not  gone  half  way,  when  the  French 
began  to  fire  upon  them  from  the  fort,  which 
obliged  them  to  return  and  give  an  account  of  the 
matter  to  the  Governor,  who  feeing  that  the  town 
was  battered  by  thofe  very  canon  which  had  been 
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An.  i672.defigned  for  its  defence,  began  from  that  moment: 
to  defpair  of  preserving  the  place  :  he  would  ne- 
verthelefs  let  the  Vifcount  fee  that  he  was  brave  and 
faithful  to  his  Matters,  and  fired  at  the  fame  time 
upon  the  fort  and  the  bcfiegers :  The  Governor’s 
refolution  fhewing  that  the  fiege  would  prove  more 
difficult  than  that  of  the  four  other  towns,  the  Vif¬ 
count  excited  by  his  wonted  moderation  and  cle¬ 
mency  had  recourfe  to  threatnings,  to  prevent  the 
effufion  of  blood  :  having  battered  the  town  a  whole 
day,  he  fent  a  trumpet  to  Wimberguen  to  fummon 
him  to  furrender  upon  reafonable  terms,  and  to  tell 
him,  that  if  he  refufed  he  would  put  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  the  fword  as  foon  as  he  had  taken  the  place. 
The  citizens  and  magiftrates  being  terrified,  fent  to 
the  Vifcount’s  camp  and  offered  him  the  keys  of  the 
town :  but  he  out  of  modefty  refufed  them,  being 
willing  to  leave  all  the  honours  to  the  King,  who 
arrived  next  day,  and  fent  the  town-deputies  to 
Louvois  the  Secretary  of  State  to  have  the  capitula¬ 
tion  fettled  :  the  Minifter  was  not  fo  condefcend- 
ing  to  them  as  the  Vifcount  would  have  been, 
jun:  9th.  The  articles  of  furrendery  were  figned  in  the  King’s 
camp  by  Louvois  and  Van  Wimberguen,  and  the 
town  was  delivered  up  the  fame  day. 

The  town  of  The  King’s  army  then  marched  towards  Eme- 
re^teto  the  rick,  the  firtt  town  in  the  Duchy  of  Cleves  on  the 
King.  fide  of  the  United  Provinces.  As  it  was  not  fo  well 
fortified,  and  had  lefs  ftore  of  provifions  than  the 
other  five  towns  which  before  furrendered,  it  fub- 
mkted  :  but  the  garrifon  not  thinking  it  proper  to 
commit  themfelves  to  the  difcretion  of  the  conqueror, 
abandoned  the  place,  and  retired  to  Fort  Sckenck. 
The  inhabitants  immediately  prefented  the  keys  to 
the  King,  who  continued  to  them  their  privileges, 
gave  them  another  garrifon,  and  left  them  their 
own  magiftrates  and  their  laws. 

The 
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The  Dutch  were  more  fuccefsful  at  fea  ;  the  7thAn.  1672. 
of  June  the  Englifh  and  French  fleets  commanded  '-'"VNJ 
by  the  Duke  of  York  in  chief,  and  under  him  by  a1so£.C 
the  Count  d’Etrees  Vice-admiral  of  France,  were 
attacked  by  the  Dutch  fleet  commanded  by  Corne¬ 
lius  de  Witt  Admiral  and  the  brave  Ruyter  under 
him.  After  an  engagement,  which  lafted  a  whole 
day  near  Solfbay,  on  the  Englifh  coaft,  night 
parted  them,  and  victory  not  having  declared  for 
either  fide  each  party  claimed  it. 

The  King  having  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  the  The  King 
towns  that  were  not  covered  by  rivers,  thought  it  pro-  rea|1^seto 
per  to  enter  into  the  heart  of  Holland  and  befiege  Rhine? 
Nimeguen.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  went  with 
his  cavalry  to  view  the  avenues  of  the  town :  but 
having  learnt  that  the  Dutch  had  thrown  fuccours 
into  it  by  Betau,  and  forefeeing  that  the  fiege  would 
coft  too  many  men,  and  retard  the  progrefs  of  the 
army,  he  immediately  returned  to  the  King,  who 
was  encamped  near  Rees,  and  advifed  him  to  ad¬ 
vance  towards  Betau,  and  there  attempt  to  pafs  the 
Rhine.  The  Prince  of  Conde  had  orders  to  march 
with  his  army  and  view  the  banks  of  the  river. 

The  extraordinary  drynefs  of  the  feafon  had  made 
the  waters  fo  low,  that  the  river  feemed  ford¬ 
able  near  the  place  where  the  Iflfel  feparates  from  it. 

An  inhabitant  of  the  country  called  John  Paterfcn 
came  and  told  the  Prince  that  there  was  a  ford  near 
the  fort  of  Tolhuys :  Conde  having  made  the  Count 
du  Guiche  found  it,  he  refolved  to  pafs  while  the 
bridge  was  making.  The  King  being  acquainted 
with  his  defign  approved  of  it,  and  had  a  mind  to 
be  prefent  at  the  enterprife  :  he  left  the  command  of 
his  army  to  the  Vifcount,  fet  out  immediately  from  The  King’s 
Rees  with  his  Houfhold,  and  arrived  in  the  Prince  troof'sPafs 
of  Conde’s  camp  at  ten  at  night.  bWwim-6 

I  he  Prince  of  Orange  who  was  encamped  on  the  minp> an<J 
banks  of  the  Iffel,  three  leagues  from  fort  Tolhuys,  °f 

having  woundcd‘ 
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An.  1672.  having  learnt  the  fame  day  the  King’s  defign  from 
the  peafants  who  had  feen  the  river  founded,  imme¬ 
diately  fent  General  Wurtz  a  German  with  two  re¬ 
giments  of  foot  and  fome  fquadrons  of  horfe  to  de¬ 
fend  the  ford  in  the  room  of  Montbas  *  who  had 
abandoned  it.  At  break  of  day  Wurtz’s  foot  were 
feen  entrenching  themfelves  with  great  diligence  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  river,  and  his  horfe  were  polled 
under  trees  and  behind  hedges.  The  King  ordered 
the  Count  de  Guiche  to  begin  the  paffage  at  the 
head  of  two  thoufand  horfe,  in  the  front  of  which 
was  the  regiment  of  Cuirafliers  commanded  by  the 
Count  de  Revel  as  Colonel,  and  Langallerie  an  old 
officer  as  Major.  As  foon  as  the  French  troops  had 
put  themfelves  in  order  of  battle  along  the  river. 
General  Wurtz  drew  up  his  horfe  on  the  other  fide 
to  defend  the  approach.  The  Count  de  Guiche 
having  ordered  his  men  to  loofe  their  horfes  girths 
and  take  off  their  curbs,  that  they  might  fwim  with 
greater  eale,  entered  the  water  preceded  by  twelve 
Cuirafliers,  and  followed  by  the  whole  regiment  in 
as  good  order  as  if  they  had  walked  upon  dry  land : 
the  King  commanded  a  great  difcharge  of  the  canon 
to  be  made  to  keep  the  Dutch  at  a  diltance  on  the  other 
fide,  while  the  garrifon  of  Tolhuys  fired  upon  the 
French  who  were  palling  the  river.  Wurtz’s  horfe 
advanced  into  the  water  to  fight,  and  made  a  dif¬ 
charge:  about  twenty  of  the  French  were  drowned,  be¬ 
ing  either  wounded  by  the  enemy’s  fire,  or  carried 
away  by  the  rapidity  of  the  Rhine  :  but  the  reft  forced 
their  way,  gained  the  bank,  drew  up  in  battalia,  at¬ 
tacked,  repulfed  and  obliged  the  Dutch  to  lave  them¬ 
felves  in  their  entrenchments.  The  King  encou¬ 
raged  by  this  firft  fuccefs  permitted  his  Houffiold  to 
crofs  the  river :  the  Dukes  of  Bouillon,  Soubize, 
Yivonne  and  Coallin  •,  the  Counts  of  Saulx,  Aube- 
terre,  Lionne,  Nefle,  Beaumont,  Beringhen,  Nan- 

*  A  Gentleman  of  Poiftou. 

touillet. 
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touillet,  Aubuffon  and  other  Voluntiers,  threw  them- An.  1672. 
felves  boldly  into  the  river,  and  were  followed  by 
leveral  fquadrons  who  fwam  in  order  of  battle  :  they 
did  not  however  run  fo  much  hazard  as  the  firft, 
becaufe  the  great  number  of  horfes  broke  the  force  of 
the  ftream.  In  the  mean  time  the  Prince  of  Conde 
with  his  fonthe  Duke  of  Enguien  and  his  nephew  the 
Duke  of  Longueville  having  palled  in  a  boat,  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  fquadrons,  and  began  to 
cry  at  a  diftance  to  the  enemy’s  foot  that  were  re¬ 
tired  to  their  poll,  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  they 
fhould  have  quarter.  The  Duke  of  Enguien  and 
the  Duke  of  Longueville,  warmed  by  the  former 
night’s  wine,  advanced  imprudently  to  the  enemy  ; 
and  the  latter  firing  a  piftol  cried  out  that  there  was 
no  quarter.  The  Dutch  immediately  made  a  dis¬ 
charge  ;  the  Duke  of  Longueville  was  killed,  and 
the  Prince  of  Conde  wounded  in  the  wrift  :  being 
more  concerned  at  the  lofs  of  his  nephew  than  for  his 
wound,  he  gave  orders  to  attack  the  enemy,  who 
defended  their  firlt  poll  very  ill,  and  retired  to 
a  barriere  beyond  Tolhuys.  The  Prince  not- 
withftanding  his  wound,  followed  them  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  and  never  left  the  purfuit  till  the 
Dutch  were  entirely  fcattered. 

The  bridge  was  finifbed,  and  the  reft  of  the  army  The  v;f- 
pafs’d  it :  the  Vifcount  having  learnt  in  the  camp  atthecom-'* 
Rees  what  had  happened,  went  alone  in  great  hafte  to  mand  ofthe 
join  the  King  who  ordered  him  immediately  to  take  Condi’s 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  Prince’s  army.  Con-army- and 
de  retired  to  Emerick  :  the  French  army  foon  after  bJuu. 
entered  victorious  into  Betau,  the  molt  fruitful  coun¬ 
try  of  the  United  Provinces  ;  put  all  the  ifle  *  under 
contribution  and  chafed  General  Wurtz  out  of  it 
notwithftanding  the  reinforcement  that  had  been  fent 
him.  The  garrifon  of  Tolhuys  abandoned  the  fort, 
which  had  been  formerly  defended  by  four  foldiers 

*  It  is  called  the  IJle,  on  account  of  its  being  furroundcd  with  rivers. 

againft 
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An.  i672.againft  all  the  efforts  of  the  Spaniards.  It  had  then 
feventeen  commanded  by  a  Serjeant ;  that  was  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  defence  of  a  place  the  heighth  and 
thicknefs  of  whofe  walls  rendered  it  inacceffible  :  but 
the  foldiers  being  frighted  run  away  at  the  approach 
of  the  French.  Wurtz  took  refuge  near  the  Prince 
of  Orange  with  the  few  men  he  had  left.  The  Prince 
fearing  left  the  French  fhould  come  upon  his  rear, 
abandoned  the  Iflel,  led  back  the  army  of  the  States 
to  the  innermoft  part  of  the  country  and  retired  to 
Rhenen  in  the  Province  of  Utrecht.  The  palling  the 
Rhine  fpread  a  terror  over  all  Holland,  and  the  con- 
fternation  reached  even  the  moft  diftant  towns. 
JhtheapIdity  J^ter  t^e  King’s  army  had  entered  Betau  there 
King’s  con-  followed  a  continued  courfe  of  new  conquefts,  the  ra- 
quefts.  Thepjqjty  0f  which  aftonifhed  and  alarmed  all  Europe. 

Vi  (count  J  .  -  .  ,  T  _  .  .  V 

takes  the  They  were  informed  at  the  Hague  or  the  taking  of 
Am" towns  before  they  had  heard  of  their  being  invefted 
or  threatned.  It  is  to  this  day  very  unaccountable 
how  fo  many  fortrefles  that  were  thought  impregna¬ 
ble,  fhould  make  fo  bad  a  defence,  and  that  in  a  coun¬ 
try  which  had  been  the  fchool  of  Europe  for  fieges, 
moft  of  the  places  did  not  hold  out  longer  than  24 
hours  after  opening  the  trenches.  The  King  march¬ 
ed  with  his  army  towards  the  old  Iflel  and  went  with¬ 
out  reffftance  and  encamped  before  Doefburg  :  on 
the  other  hand  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  took  Heuf- 
juncis.  den  and  Iffeloort  3  and  by  that  means  laid  open  all 
the  country  of  Betau :  the  fame  day  he  feized  the 
bridge  of  Arnheim  which  the  citizens  had  begun  to 
break  down  in  order  to  put  a  flop  to  his  progrefs : 
he  made  1 50  horfe  fwirn  a-crofs  the  river  to  charge 
the  rear  of  the  Dutch  who  were  marching  pretty 
nigh  the  town  :  the  troopers  fell  upon  the  waggons 
and  the  baggage,  carried  off  a  booty  of  25,000 
crowns,  and  took  200  of  the  enemy  prifoners. 
The  Vifcount  then  caufed  the  bridge  to  be  refitted, 
crofted  it  the  fame  night  -with  Conde's  army  and  pre¬ 
pared 
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pared  to  batter  in  two  places  the  town  of  Arnheim  An.  1672. 
the  capital  of  Guelderland,  the  garrifon  whereof  con- 
Efted  of  2000  men:  the  next  day  as  he  was  viewing 
the  place  a  mufquet  bullet  broke  the  hoof  of  his  fa¬ 
vourite  horfe  which  he  commonly  rode.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  feeing  all  the  preparations  for  a  fiege,  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  the  town-council  to  fend  a  deputation  to 
the  Vifcount,  and  the  French  entered  the  town  on 
the  fourteenth  day  in  the  morning  before  the  capitu¬ 
lation  was  figned- 

The  next  day  the  Vifcount  marched  towards  fort  The  v;r- 
Knotfembourg  oppofite  to  Nimeguen,  attacked  the“"n“^s 
fort  the  night  following  and  gained  the  counterfcarp :  fcmbourE. 
the  garrifon  being  refolved  to  blow  up  the  magazine 
of  powder  if  the  counterfcarp  was  taken  kept  firing 
all  night,  which  obliged  the  French  to  entrench  them- 
felves  and  eredl  a  battery.  Verfhor  Commander  in 
the  fort  feeing  that  his  foldiers  were  fpent  with  fatigue, 
each  of  them  having  fired  120  fhot,  fent  by  break 
of  day  to  defire  a  reinforcement  from  Welderen  the 
Governor  of  Nimeguen,  who  not  daring  to  lefien  his 
garrifon  pointed  the  canon  of  his  rampart  fo  di¬ 
rectly  againft  the  avenues  of  the  fort  that  he  very 
much  incommoded  the  befiegers :  this  refinance  fer- 
ved  only  to  redouble  the  ardor  of  the  French  who 
demolifhed  one  of  the  baftions  of  the  fortrefs  with 
their  artillery.  The  fiege  in  all  probability  would 
have  continued  with  the  fame  obftinacy  if  an  unfor- 
feen  accident  had  not  fallen  out.  *  A  drummer 
happening  to  beat  a  retreat  upon  the  rampart  at  a 
wrong  time,  the  foldiers  of  the  garrifon  thinking 
that  Verfhor  feeing  the  principal  baftion  taken  had 
ordered  the  chamade  to  be  beat,  ran  together  with 
precipitation  and  cried  out  quarter  from  the  top  of 
the  walls.  The  Commander  accompanied  by  his 
officers  in  vain  remonftrated  that  the  fignal  given 
was  only  through  a  miftake  in  the  drummer,  he  was 
furrounded  by  a  tumultuous  crowd  without  difcipline 

?  Walkenier,  01 
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An.  1672- or  valour,  who  murmured  againft  their  officers  and 
forced  them  to  capitulate.  The  articles  were  figned* 
and  this  was  the  firft  time  that  the  French  granted 
an  honourable  capitulation :  the  garrifon  which  con¬ 
fided  of  only  1 50  foldiers  had  orders  to  retire  to  Gro- 
ninghen. 

The  vif.  After  the  taking  of  Knotfembourg,  Turenne  turn- 
ten  other**  canon  againft  the  town  of  Nimeguen,  and  to 

towns  or  facilitate  the  reduction  of  it  fent  his  nephew  the  Count 
furcs’  de  Lorge  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  town  of  Tul 
and  the  forts  ofVoorn  and  St.  Andre:  while  this 
detachment  was  employed  in  reducing  thole  three 
places,  the  Vifcount  caufed  Nimeguen  to  be  block¬ 
ed  up  and  went  himfelf  to  fort  Sckenck  *,  he  arrived 
there  the  fixteenth  of  June  at  night,  and  having  im¬ 
mediately  made  his  approaches  he  fummoned  it  to 
furrender.  This  fort  had  formerly  coft  the  great 
Henry- Frederick  Prince  of  Orange  the  Vifcount’s 
uncle  a  feven  months  fiege  and  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  brave  foldiers.  The  place  was  of  great  im¬ 
portance  and  very  ftrong  by  its  fituation  which  was 
between  the  Rhine  and  the  Wahal ;  and  the  garrifon 
confiding  of  fifty  companies  in  good  condition,  a- 
mounted  to  2000  foldiers ;  but  the  Governor  was 
a  young  man  without  experience,  and  being  moved 
by  the  mournful  cries  of  the  women,  and  intimi¬ 
dated  by  the  name  of  Turenne,  he  furrendered 
the  place  the  fecond  day  of  the  fiege  and  the  gar¬ 
rifon  was  conduced  to  Coevorden  *.  The  young 
Governor  did  not  long  furvive  his  difgrace :  the 
fright  at  firft,  and  then  the  remembrance  of  his  mif- 
condudt,  made  fo  ftrong  an  impreffion  in  his  mind 
that  he  died  on  his  march. 

The  fame  day  that  Sckenck  furrendered  the  Vif¬ 
count  detached  the  Marquis  de  Rochefort  to  pene¬ 
trate  further  into  the  country  of  Welau.  Wagening- 
hen,  Rhenen,  Wych  and  Amersfort  immediately 

*  Walkenier. 
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furrendered,  and  the  Marquis  advanced  without  diffi-  An.  1672. 
culty  as  far  as  Naerden  :  the  detachment  which  the  ^VV 
Count  de  Lorges  commanded  met  with  no  greater  op- 
pofition  *  Thiel,  Coulembourg,  Buren,  and  the  forts 
of  Voorn  and  St.  Andre  in  the  little  Ifle  ofBommel 
opened  their  gates  to  the  Vifcount’s  nephew.  As 
for  him,  after  pofiefling  himfelf  of  Genep  and  Grave 
which  the  Dutch  had  abandoned,  he  returned  to  Ni- 
meguen  to  finifh  the  fiege  of  it. 

Never  was  there  a  town  in  a  better  condition  ofThe  fiege  of 
defence:  the  ftrength  of  the  works,  the  prodigious  Nime°Len' 
quantity  of  ammunition  and  provifions,  the  number  of 
fighting  men  who  with  the  armed  citizens  amount¬ 
ed  to  above  8000,  the  more  than  ordinary  vigilance 
of  the  Magiftrate,  and  the  valour  and  reputation  of 
JohnWelderen  the  Governor,  promifed  a  long  and 
obftinate  refiftance.  The  troops  which  the  Vifcount 
had  left  before  the  town  to  keep  it  blocked  up,  had 
battered  it  with  the  canon  of  Knotfembourg  and 
from  a  battery  raifed  on  the  banks  of  the  Wahal,  but 
with  little  fuccefs.  The  citizens  animated  by  the 
Governor,  and  refolved  to  defend  their  liberty  at  the 
expence  of  their  lives,  fhared  with  the  garrifon  all  the 
toil  of  the  fiege.  This  refolution  obliged  the  Vif¬ 
count  to  attack  the  place  in  form.  The  20th  of 
June  he  caufed  a  third  battery  to  be  raifed,  and  a 
great  number  of  bombs  and  fire  works  to  be  thrown, 
that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  open  any  trenches 
and  that  he  might  fave  the  lives  of  the  foldiers.  The 
bombs  had  not  all  the  effect  which  the  Vifcount  had 
hoped  for  :  the  Magillrates  had  ordered  the  citizens, 
the  mafons  and  tilers  immediately  to  repair  the  mif- 
chiefs  they  did :  they  had  taken  all  the  neceflary  pre¬ 
cautions  to  extinguifh  the  fire  in  the  beginning  or 
hinder  it  from  fpreading  •,  moreover  the  diftance  was 
fo  great  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  bombs  could 
not  crofs  the  river  •,  the  others  deftroyed  but  few 
houfes  becaufe  the  quarter  of  the  town  the  rnoft  ex- 
6  pofed 
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An.  i672.pofed  was  that  of  the  Catholicks,  which  the  French 
had  orders  to  fpare.  The  gallant  behaviour  of  the 
garrifon  and  the  citizens  made  the  Vifcount  conclude 
that  he  could  do  nothing  to  the  purpofe  at  fuch  a 
diftance.  Having  battered  the  town  ten  days  he  at 
length  refolved  to  make  his  army  pafs  the  Wahal 
and  fhut  up  the  place  more  clofely.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  July  he  caufed  a  bridge  of  boats  to  be  made  j 
all  his  army  crofted  the  river  early  in  the  morning 
and  arrived  betimes  at  an  eminence  near  the  town  •, 
he  ordered  all  his  cavalry  to  make  fafcines,  and  in 
the  evening  marched  with  4000  foot  and  1000  horfe 
to  an  old  abandoned  work  which  was  near  the  Place 
and  which  the  befieged  had  not  had  the  precaution  to 
raze  :  he  took  pofteffion  of  it  without  reftftance,  and 
that  fame  night  caufed  two  trenches  to  be  cut  in  or¬ 
der  to  go  to  the  point  of  two  half  moons  which  co¬ 
vered  the  rampart.  The  French  made  a  great  lodg¬ 
ment  along  the  parapet  of  the  abandoned  work,  and 
eredted  there  a  battery  of  eight  pieces  of  canon  :  on 
the  fixth  day  of  the  fiege  they  pafied  the  ditch,  made 
lodgments  in  it  and  fet  the  miners  to  work  at  the 
half  moons,  although  the  garrifon  confifted  of  4000 
foot  and  600  horfe  all  old  troops.  On  the  eighth 
day  the  befieged  defired  to  come  to  a  capitulation, 
it  was  figned  on  the  ninth  and  the  conditions  were 
that  the  principal  officers  fhould  be  allowed  to  de¬ 
part  with  their  equipages  and  the  reft  be  made  pri- 
ioners  of  war. 

While  the  Vifcount  was  thus  making  himfelf  ma¬ 
tter  of  the  chief  towns  of  Velau  and  Betau,  the  troops 
of  the  Biffiop  of  Munfter  and  the  Eledlor  of  Cologne 
having  joined  thofe  commanded  by  the  Duke  of 
The,Snd  Luxembourg,  entered  by  the  county  of  Benthem 
th°PDuke  of  into  Over-Iflel  and  took  Grool,  Deventer,  Campen, 
bow-T  Swoll,  Groninghen,  and  almoft  all  the  places  of 
note  in  that  Province  :  but  the  Duke  did  not  treat 
the  conquered  towns  with  the  fame  mildnefs  that  the 

Vifcount 


Vifcount  deTURENNE.  38^ 

Yifcount  did.  The  two  Prelates,  animated  by  that  An.  1672. 
implacable  anger  that  almofl  always  attends  wars 
undertaken  for  the  fake  of  Religion,  excited  Lux¬ 
embourg  to  ufe  feverity.  The  King  after  having 
reduced  the  towns  of  Doefbourg  and  Zutphen  had 
entered  the  Province  of  Utrecht,  and  detached  the 
Marquis  de  Rochefort  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  capi¬ 
tal.  The  Prince  of  Orange  who  had  weakened  his 
army  to  reinforce  the  garrifons  of  a  great  many 
towns,  retired  towards  Utrecht  and  divided  his  forces 
into  five  corps,  to  guard  the  five  principal  paffes 
which  led  to  the  heart  of  Holland.  One  of  thofe 
corps  under  Prince  Maurice  of  Naffau  was  at  Muy- 
den  •,  another  commanded  by  Count  Horn  at  Sluys  •, 
the  third  under  the  condudf  of  General  Wurtz  at 
Gorcum  ;  the  fourth  at  Schonhoven  was  given  to 
the  Marquis  de  Louvigni  a  Gentleman  of  Hainault ; 
and  the  Prince  went  and  polled  himfelf  near  Bode- 
grave  on  the  Rhine  with  the  fifth. 

The  King’s  army  was  encamped  at  Zeift  a  vil- The  Prince 
lage  two  leagues  from  Utrecht :  this  town  having  o-®£c®”"ge  IS 
pened  its  gates  to  the  conqueror,  the  detachment  com-  stadthoider. 
manded  by  the  Marquis  of  Rochefort  had  penetra¬ 
ted  into  the  Province  of  Holland  and  taken  Woer- 
den,  Monfort,  Amersfort  and  Naerden,  which  is 
but  five  leagues  from  Amfterdam.  The  Dutch 
could  find  no  expedient  to  fave  that  capital  but  by 
having  recourfe  to  an  element  which  had  always 
been  the  chief  defence  of  the  Republick.  They 
pierced  their  dams,  opened  their  (luices,  broke 
down  their  bridges,  and  laid  all  the  country  under 
water :  the  other  towns  imitated  their  example : 
Holland,  Brabant  and  Dutch-Flanders  were  one  vafl 
fea ;  the  towns  rofe  like  I  (lands  in  the  midfl  of  the 
waters.  In  this  extremity  the  people  being  perfuad- 
ed  that  there  was  no  fafety  for  their  country  but  in 
having  the  fupreme  power  lodged  in  one  man,  ob¬ 
liged  the  States  of  Holland  and  Weft-friefland  to  ab- 
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672.rogate  the  perpetual  and  irrevocable  edict  againft  the 
rsy  Stadtholderjhip ,  and  to  confer  that  dignity  upon  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  together  with  thofe  of  Captain- 
General  and  High- Admiral,  with  which  they  had 
vetted  him  only  provifionally. 

*  The  States  General  fent  Deputies  into  England  to 
reprefent  to  King  Charles  II.  that  the  French  had 
made  a  greater  progrefs  in  a  few  days  than  Spain 
had  done  in  feveral  years  •,  that  the  rapidity  of  their 
conquefts  ought  to  make  England  apprehenfive  left 
Lewis  XIV.  after  having  iubdued  the  feven  United 
Provinces  fliould  think  of  conquering  the  other  ten. 
Charles  II.  fent  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  the 
Earl  of  Arlington  into  Holland  :  thefe  two  Mini- 
fters  in  divers  conferences  with  the  States  General  at 
the  Hague  and  with  the  Prince  of  Orange  at  Bode- 
grave,  removed  the  apprehenfions  of  the  Republick 
with  regard  to  their  Matter,  alluring  her  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  let  her  fink  under  the  arms  of  France. 
After  thofe  conferences  they  repaired  to  the  camp  at 
Zeift  •,  the  King  gave  them  firft  a  publick  audience 
and  afterwards  had  a  conference  with  them  in  private, 
wherein  they  let  him  underftand  the  jealoufy  his  vic¬ 
tories  had  given  his  allies  *,  they  remonftrated  to  him 
that  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  he  had  taken 
fome  towns  in  the  Province  of  Holland,  and  feemed 
to  have  a  mind  to  get  pofleffion  of  all  for  himfelf 
without  regard  to  the  interefts  of  England  :  they  de- 
fired  that  he  would  penetrate  no  further  into  Holland, 
that  he  would  evacuate  the  towns  he  had  taken  and 
make  the  conqueft  of  Zealand  in  order  to  give  it  the 
Englifh,  adding  that  if  he  would  not  come  into  thefe 
terms  Great-Britain  would  be  obliged  to  break  her  al¬ 
liance  with  him  ft.  The  King  made  ferious  reflections 
upon  thefe  things,  and  fearing  to  rifque  his  glory  and 

*  Mem.  of  Sir  William  Temple. 

"t  This  according  to  Wallcenier,  was  the  fecret  of  the  Englifh  Mlnifters 
embaffy  at  Zeift,  which  Sir  William  Temple  confutes  himfelf  to  be  igno¬ 
rant  of* 
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his  conquefts  by  perfifting  obftinately  to  advance  in  An.  1672.' 
a  country  which  the  inundation  had  rendered  impaf- 
iable,  he  refolved  to  fhew  home  complaifance  for  an 
ally  that  was  become  jealous,  and  to  hearken  to  nego¬ 
tiations,  which  after  lb  many  vittories  could  not  but 
turn  to  his  advantage.  Before  he  left  this  country  he 
went  to  Utrecht  attended  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and 
all  his  Court,  made  a  publick  entry  into  that  city  and 
was  received  with  the  greateft  evidences  of  refpe<5t  5  Juh* 
and  joy  :  thofe  of  the  reformed  Religion  came  of 
their  own  accord  and  gave  up  the  keys  of  their 
churches,  the  cathedral  was  purified  and  bleflfed  by 
Cardinal  de  Bouillon  Great  Almoner  of  France  and 
nephew  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne.  The  King  9  Juh> 
gave  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Utrecht  to 
the  Duke  of  Luxembourg  and  that  of  the  town  to 
Stouppe  Colonel  of  the  Swifs  guards ;  he  made  his  10  July, 
army  decamp  from  Zeift  and  fet  out  to  return  into 
France  through  Dutch  Brabant.  He  had  in  the  fpace 
of  two  months  conquered  the  three  Provinces  of 
Guelderland,  Over  I ftel  and  Utrecht,  taken  above 
fifty  towns  or  forts  and  made  24000  prifoners.  The 
Prince  of  Conde  and  Marfhal  Turenne  had  imme¬ 
diately  after  palling  the  Rhine  advifed  the  King 
not  to  reftore  any  of  the  prifoners,  to  fend  them  all 
to  work  at  the  canal  of  Languedoc,  to  raze  moft 
of  the  ftrong  places  he  fhould  take,  and  not  to  keep 
any  but  thofe  which  fhould  be  necefiary  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  conquefts.  The  King  feemed  to  like 
their  advice,  but  Louvois  who  was  of  another  opi¬ 
nion  prevailed  upon  him  to  releafe  all  the  prifoners 
for  a  moderate  ranfom  and  to  preferve  all  the  fortifi¬ 
ed  places :  thus  the  French  army  was  almoft  quite 
exhaufted  by  furnifhing  above  fifty  garrifons. 

The  King  arrived  the  fixteenth  of  July  at  Boxtel 
near  Bois-le-Duc,  attended  by  the  Deputies  from r°fed.  hy  the 
Holland’,  the  Englifh  Ambafladors  and  the  Duke  of  FVanfcTnd* 
Monmouth  natural  fon  to  King  Charles  II.  There  Eneland  ta 
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An.  1672.  the  two  Kings  renewed  their  treaty,  and  the  Minifters 
*t*\s**J  digefted  and  drew  up  the  conditions  of  Peace  which 
their  Mahers  propofed  ;  the  King  chiefly  infifted  up¬ 
on  a  treaty  of  commerce  for  regulating  the  rights  and 
pretenfions  of  the  French  and  Dutch  Eaft  and  Weft- 
India  companies  •,  upon  the  publick  exercife  of  the 
Catholick  Religion  in  all  places  belonging  to  the  States 
General  •,  twenty  millions  [of  Livres]  for  his  expences 
in  the  war,  and  that  all  the  places  taken  on  the  Meufe 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine  and  in  the  Empire 
fhould  be  given  up  to  him  in  exchange  for  the  three 
conquered  Provinces.  The  King  of  England  de¬ 
manded  of  the  Dutch  the  loweing  of  the  flag,  a 
million  fterling  for  his  expences,  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  yearly  for  the  right  of  fifhing  on  the 
coafts  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  ;  the  Sovereign¬ 
ty  of  the  United  Provinces  for  his  nephew  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  or  at  leaft  the  hereditary  and  unalienable 
fucceflion  to  the  Offices  of  Stadtholder ,  Captain-Gene¬ 
ral  and  High- Admiral  •,  and  a  fhare  in  all  the  com¬ 
merce  with  the  Indies. 

The  Dutch  Thefe  conditions  appeared  fo  unreafonable  to  the 
conditions  States,  that  they  thought  them  propofed  purely  to 
and  demand  be  refuled  and  to  get  a  pretence  for  taking  from 
fromThe  them  the  reft  of  their  Provinces.  Being  animated 
Princes  of  by  the  Prince  of  Orange  they  refolved  to  wait  in 
Empire.  ^  0f  the  waters  for  affiftance  from  their 

neighbours  ;  they  fent  the  two  Kings  propofals  to 
the  Princes  of  Germany  and  laid  before  them  the 
deplorable  condition  of  the  Republick :  the  more 
effeftually  to  move  the  German  Princes  to  compaf- 
fion  they  reprefented  to  them  that  they  could  not 
fubfift  above  three  months,  that  the  waters  which 
were  for  a  time  their  fecurity  againft  the  approaches 
of  the  enemy  would  not  always  fave  them,  and  that 
winter  coming  on  the  French  army  might  come  over 
the  ice  and  attack  them.  All  the  Powers  of  Ger¬ 
many  interefted  themfelves  in  their  caufe  j  fome  out 
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of jealoufy  of  France,  others  out  of  pity  for  the  Dutch  :  An.  1 67  2. 
but  of  all  the  Princes  who  prepared  to  affift  them  the  ''‘'W'NJ 
Elector  of  Brandenburgh,  as  the  rnoft  powerful,  the 
neareft  and  the  moft  interefted,  firft  took  the  field. 

After  the  King’s  departure,  the  Prince  of  Orange  was 
continually  employed  in  raifing  recruits,  in  ranfom-  a  popular 

•  r  t  1  •  1  r  1  a-  i  •  r  j  commotion 

mg  from  Louvois  theloldiers  who  were priloners  and  againft  the 
who  were  all  delivered  up  at  four  crowns  perhead,  and  two  da  Witts, 
in  fortifying  his  entrenchments  and  barriers  again  ft 
the  French.  As  his  prudence  equalled  his  courage, 
it  was  not  long  before  he  gained  the  affections  of  the 
people,  and  ftirred  them  up  againft  the  two  de  Witts 
who  were  accufed  of  being  in  concert  with  Louis 
XIV.  Thofe  two  great  men  had  alv/ays  loved 
France,  and  been  fenfible  from  the  beginning  how 
dangerous  it  was  to  provoke  a  King  whofe  anceftors 
had  prevented  the  ruin  of  the  Republick :  the  Pen- 
fioner  was  fulpeCted  of  having  a  defign  to  deceive 
England,  to  crufh  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  to  raife 
the  Province  of  Holland  above  the  fix  others,  and 
thus  by  the  aftiftance  of  France  to  procure  to  himfelfi 
an  abfolute  authority  :  an  attempt  was  made  on  his 
life  in  the  ftreets  of  the  Hague  at  midnight,  and  he 
was  covered  with  wounds  *,  but  he  defended  himfelf 
with  fo  much  bravery  that  the  affuTms  could  not  ac~ 
complifh  their  defign. 

While  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  and  the  EleCfor  oH^t't'k-s 
Cologne  were  continuing  to  make  conquefts  in  the  cre*e-coeur 
Provinces  ofFriefland  and  Groninghen,  the  Vi  (count  aadBo‘"‘Tel* 
de  Turenne  was  extending  his  on  the  Wahal  and  the 
Meufe.  He  befieged  the  town  of  Creve-Coeur  and 
carried  it  in  a  few  days ;  the  day  after,  he  paffed 
into  the  Ifle  of  Bommel,  *  advanced  to  the  town 
and  encamped  along  the  Wahal.  The  Magiftrates 
and  the  commanding  officer  would  not  obey  the  firft 
fummons,  and  fent  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  for  fuc- 
cour :  the  Vifcount  whofe  favourite  maxim  was  al- 

*  Walkenier. 
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ways  to  fpare  the  lives  of  his  foldiers  and  even  thofe 
of  his  enemies,  when  he  could  make  conqueft  with¬ 
out  bloodfhed,  fent  to  fummon  the  town  a  fecond 
time  and  fpent  two  whole  days  in  negotiating  •,  the 
French  being  impatient  reprefented  to  him  that  in 
a  continued  courfe  of  victories  he  had  never  rewarded 
the  foldiers  with  any  booty,  and  that  it  was  injurious 
to  the  honour  of  the  French  arms  to  make  ufe  of 
perfuafion  when  he  could  carry  a  town  by  force. 
The  Vifcount  a£ted  from  nobler  motives ;  the  mode¬ 
ration,  clemency,  generofity  and  difintereftednefe 
which  he  manifefted  in  all  his  conquefts  gained  him 
the  hearts  of  his  enemies,  and  it  would  have  rendered 
the  King’s  conquefts  more  lafting  if  all  the  Generals 
had  followed  his  example.  The  inhabitants  fee^ 
ing  that  no  fuccours  came,  fent  deputies  to  the 
camp  who  pafled  through  the  battalions  and  fqua- 
drons  juft  ready  to  march  to  the  afiault :  the 
Deputies  frightened  at  the  danger  went  to  the  head 
quarters,  figned  immediately  the  conditions  which 
the  conqueror  granted  them,  and  the  garrifon  confid¬ 
ing  of  five  Campanies  was  fent  to  Gorcum. 

The  day  before  the  furrender  of  this  town,  which 
was  the  laft  of  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne’s  conquefts 
fin  the  Low-Countries,  the  King  at  his  camp  at  Box- 
tel  made  him  Governor  of  Guelderland  and  declared 
him  Generaliftimo  of  his  forces.  Louis  had  delayed 
his  departure  in  hopes  of  befteging  Bois-le-Duc 
which  would  have  certainly  been  taken  if  the  weather 
had  continued  good  :  but  there  fell  for  five  days  fuch 
a  vaft  quantity  of  rain  that  all  the  moraftes  about  the 
town  were  filled  with  water  and  the  King’s  camp 
was  almoft  overflowed,  which  determined  him  to 
fet  out  for  Paris  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  He 
left  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg  in  Holland  to  obferve 
the  Prince  of  Orange’s  motions,  and  order’d  the 
V  ifcount  to  advance  towards  Germany  to  oppofe  the 
forces  of  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  and  of  the 
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Emperor  Leopold  who  was  going  to  declare  againftAn.  1672. 
France.  oorv/ 

As  loon  as  the  King  was  returned  to  Paris,  theThcdeWitts 
troubles  and  (editions  broke  out  afrefh  in  Holland.  maffacred‘ 
The  Prince  of  Orange’s  partizans  again  ftirred  up 
the  populace  againft  the  de  Witts.  Several  mifde- 
meanors  were  laid  to  the  Penfioner’s  charge,  but 
he  cleared  himfelf :  fuborned  witnelles  accufed  his 
brother  the  Great  Bailiff  of  a  defign  to  poifon  the 
Prince  of  Orange.  Cornelius  was  put  in  pri- 
fon  and  treated  very  barbaroufly  ;  while  he  un¬ 
derwent  the  torture  he  fung  that  Ode  of  Horace 
which  begins  Juftum  et  tenacem  propofui  virum.  The 
Penfioner  laid  down  his  office  and  the  Great  Bailiff 
was  condemned  to  perpetual  baniffiment :  John  de 
Witt  having  taken  his  brother  Cornelius  out  of  pri- 
fon,  after  the  fentence  of  baniffiment  was  pronoun¬ 
ced,  the  people  gathered  about  them  and  threatned 
to  murder  them.  Three  troops  of  Count  Tilly’s 
horfe  who  were  in  garrifon  in  the  Hague,  were  going 
to  affift  the  two  brothers,  but  the  States  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  being  affembled,  made  thofe  troops  retire,  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  repulfing  a  number  of  armed  peafants 
who  were  coming  to  pillage  and  infult  the  town. 

This  ftratagem  made  it  eafy  for  the  people  to  at¬ 
tack  the  de  Witts,  and  their  fury  was  fuch  that  they 
affaffinated  them  in  the  ftreets  in  open  day  with  un- 
parallel’d  cruelty.  The  Prince  of  Orange,  whofe 
partizans  had  made  him  this  horrible  facrifice,  feem- 
ed  touch’d  with  the  unfortunate  end  of  the  two  illu¬ 
strious  brothers:  he  made  the  Penfioner’s  eulogium, 
tho*  coldly  enough,  and  he  ordered  the  murderers 
to  be  profecuted  ;  but  the  clemency  he  (hewed  them 
gave  caufe  to  fufpeft  that  he  had  countenanced  the 
murder.  The  real  advantages  he  drew  from  it  did 
not  a  little  contribute  to  (Lengthen  the  fufpicion. 

Scarce  were  the  de  Witts  dead  when  the  Magiftrates 
of  all  the  United  Provinces  declared  the  young  Prince, 
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An.  1672.  as  thofe  of  Holland  and  Weft-Friefland  had  done 
fome  days  before.  Governor,  Admiral,  and  Captain 
General  *,  lo  that  by  this  event  he  became  mafter  of 
all  the  deliberations  of  the  States. 

The  Empe-  All  Germany  was  in  motion  to  come  and  afiift  the 
of  Dutch  :  the  follicitations  of  Gremonville  the  Ambaf- 
ces  of  the  fador  of  France  at  the  Court  of  Vienna  were  unfuc- 
j?^cdsful.  The  Emperor  on  the  firfl  of  Auguft  ordered 
Holland,  all  the  members  of  the  Empire  to  unite  for  the  com¬ 
mon  fecurity  of  the  Germanick  body,  and  to  recal 
their  troops  that  were  in  the  fervice  of  foreign  Powers 
under  pain  of  being  put  under  the  Ban  of  the 
Empire.  After  this  declaration  the  negotiations 
of  France  had  no  fuccefs  in  the  other  Courts  of 
Germany :  the  Count  de  Vauguyon  could  gain  no¬ 
thing  with  the  Eleitor  of  Brandenburgh,  who  far 
from  hearkening  to  the  King’s  propofals,  conclud¬ 
ed  in  favour  of  the  Republic!?,  a  treaty  with  the  Em¬ 
peror,  the  King  of  Denmark,  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick-Lunenbourg,  and  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  : 
the  Duke  of  Vitri  had  no  longer  reafon  to  be  fitisfied 
with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria:  the  Marquis  de  Vau- 
brun  found  little  caufe  to  hope  any  thing  from  the 
Elector  of  Mentz  :  the  pains  the  Duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg  was  at  with  the  Elector  of  Treves  were  without 
effect,  and  the  Marquis  d’Angeau  had  no  better  fuc¬ 
cefs  at  the  Court  of  Heidelberg.  All  were  jealous  of 
France  •,  England  began  to  waver,  and  there  was  no 
Power  in  Europeon  which  Louis  XIV.  could  rely  *. 
The  vii-  The  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  was  advancing  in 
marches  a-  great  hafte  with  an  army  of-2  5,000  men.  Turenne 
gamft  the  e- having  no  mind  to  allow  him  time  to  enter  Holland 
Branden-  or  the  country  of  Cleves,  marched  againft  him  with 
burgh.  only  12,000  men,  +  feveral  of  whom  were  not  very 
well  fatisfied  with  repairing  the  Rhine  to  begin  a 
new  campaign.  The  Vifcount  knowing  that  want 
of  money  was  the  caufe  of  their  murmuring,  gave 

$  Waikcnier.  f  Abbe  Raguenet. 
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new  evidences  of  his  liberality  to  the  officers,  fup-An.1672. 
ply’d  all  their  neceffities  and  engaged  them  to  follow 
him  :  he  went  up  as  high  as  Vefel,  where  he  caufed 
a  bridge  to  be  made  over  the  Rhine  •,  and  having 
furniffied  that  town  together  with  Rees,  Emerick 
and  Nuys  with  provifions  and  ammunition  he  palled 
the  river  on  the  tenth  of  September,  and  advanced  IoSeptemb‘ 
with  all  his  troops  within  fight  of  Ellen  in  order  to 
enter  the  country  of  Marck  and  obferve  in  per- 
fon  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  The  boldnefs 
with  which  he  appeared  on  the  other  fide  the 
Rhine  to  difpute  the  pafiage  of  it  with  two  great 
armies  and  oppofe  the  united  forces  of  the  Empire 
in  the  Empire  itfelf,  aftoniffied  all  Germany.  He 
removed  the  apprehenfions  of  the  Germans  by  writ¬ 
ing  a  circular  letter  to  the  Electors,  Princes,  free- 
towns  and  communities  of  the  Empire,  declaring  to 
them  that  the  intentions  of  the  King  his  Mailer  were 
not  to  dillurb  the  peace  of  the  Germanick  body  ; 
that  Louis  XIV.  had  made  his  army  pafs  the  Rhine 
only  to  oppofe  the  Emperor  who  was  coming  to 
hinder  his  conquells  in  Holland  •,  and  that  he  would 
make  his  troops  retire  if  the  Elector  ofBrandenburgh 
would  give  fecurity  not  to  moleft  the  allies  of  France. 

The  King  having  forefeen  that  the  Germans  The  Prince 
might  march  into  Alface  and  fall  upon  Lorrain, 
fent  the  Prince  of  Conde  who  was  recovered  of  his  from  his 
wound  to  Mentz  with  18,000  men  to  be  upon  the £°tul?^s A1_ 
watch  on  the  Rhine  towards  Alface.  The  Princeface. 
and  the  Vifcount  thus  guarded  the  higher  and  lower 
Rhine,  while  the  Duke  of  Duras  was  encamped  on 
the  Meufe,  being  always  in  readinefs  to  affill  the 
one  or  the  other  as  occafion  required. 

The  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  had  fet  out  from  The  tieaor 
Potfdam  on  the  25th  of  Aiigull  in  order  to  put  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  his  troops  that  were  got  together  ces  jointhofe 
between  Liplladt  and  Halberftadt.  Four  days  after,  peroAmkiw 
the  Imperialills,  commanded  by  the  Count  deMon-Duke°f 
2  tecuculliLorrau3’ 
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672-tecuculli  and  the  Duke  of  Bournonville,  fet  out  from 

^  Egra  •,  they  confifted  of  6000  horfeand  12,000  foot, 
and  took.t'herout  ofErford  in  order  to  go  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous.  The  Ele&oral  and  Imperial  armies 
to  the  number  of  40,000  men  joined  in  the  bifhop- 
rick  of  Hildefheim  about  the  12th  of  September  ; 
the  1 3th  of  the  fame  month  they  went  to  Mulhaufen 
in  Turingia,  nine  leagues  from  the  Wefer,  with  a 
defign  to  crofs  the  Palatinate  and  pafs  the  Rhine  at 
Coblentz.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  having  re¬ 
ceived  a  reinforcement  of  4000  men,  went  and  poll¬ 
ed  himfelf  at  Mulhem  near  Cologne  and  forced  the 
enemy  to  retire  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Fridberg  at 
2  5  leagues  diftance  from  him  :  he  then  marched  fur¬ 
ther  up  the  Rhine,  and  crofs’d  the  Duchy  of  Berg, 
and  came  to  Nafiau  on  the  river  Lohr.  The  two 
German  armies  continued  in  their  camp  almoft  a 
month,  not  daring  to  advance  near  him  •,  on  the 
1 2th  of  Odlober  the  Eleilor’s  army  went  and  em 
camped  at  Gieffen,  as  did  that  of  the  Emperor  in  Ve- 
teravia,  both  being  five  leagues  diftant  from  Frank¬ 
fort,  where  the  Duke  of  Lorrain’s  troops  joined 
them.  The  Vifcount  repafied  the  Rhine  at  Ander- 
nach  where  he  had  built  a  bridge  about  the  end  of  Oc¬ 
tober  ;  he  there  left  a  body  of  troops  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun  and  went  with  the 
reft  of  his  army  to  take  up  his  quarters  in  the  country 
of  Triers.  On  his  approach  the  Elector  of  Triers 
leemed  defirous  to  prefer ve  a  neutrality  ;  but  the  Vif¬ 
count  having  difcovered  his  fecret  intrigues  at  the 
Court  of  Vienna,  laid  his  country  under  contribu¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  Elector  retired  to  Coblentz,  where  he 
foon  after  received  an  Imperial  garrifon  :  the  enemy 
in  vain  hoped  to  pafs  the  Rhine  at  that  place :  the 
Vifcount  watched  that  poll  with  fo  much  diligence 
that  they  durft  not  make  any  attempt  there :  they  then 
defigned  to  crofs  the  river  at  the  bridge  of  Mentz, 
enter  the  Palatinate  and  thence  march  into  Alface  •,  the 

Elector 
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Elector  of  Mentzand  the  EleCtor  Palatin  intimidated  An.  1672. 
by  the  neighbourhood  of  Turenne  refufed  to  grant 
them  a  paffage,  and  the  Elector  of  Mentz  broke 
down  his  bridge  which  they  had  intended  to  feize : 
they  then  made  ufelefs  attempts  to  crofs  the  Main  at 
Frankfort*,  all  their  hopes  being  fruftrated,  they  at 
laft  refolved  in  the  beginning  of  November  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  pafs  the  Rhine  at  the  bridge  of  Strafburg. 

The  Vifcount,  who  difcovered  all  their  defigns,  in- 
ftantly  acquainted  the  Prince  of  Conde,  who  imme¬ 
diately  fent  orders  to  Lifcouet  Governor  of  Brifac 
to  detach  a  part  of  his  garrifon  with  boats  loaded  with 
fireworks  to  burn  the  bridge.  This  order  was  hap¬ 
pily  and  fpeedily  executed,  and  the  enemy  were  once 
more  difconcerted:  the  German  Generals  then  changed 
their  meafuresand  defigned  to  make  a  laft  effort  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Main  and  the  Rhine  :  they  built  a 
bridge  at  Flerfheim,  paffed  the  firft  river  there  with 
their  canon  and  baggage,  then  went  and  encamped  in 
the  Country  of  the  Landgrave  of  Darmftadt,  and 
took  up  their  head  quarters  at  Ruffelheim.  The 
twenty  third  they  finifhed  a  bridge  of  boats  at  Guf- 
tavebourg  oppofite  to  Veiffenau,  a  canon  fhot  from 
Mentz,  and  propofed  to  pafs  the  river  there,  to  en¬ 
ter  the  Electorate  of  Triers,  and  crofs  the  country 
of  Liege,  in  order  to  join  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

The  30th  of  November  Turenne  indefatigable  and 
prefent  every  where,  advanced,  in  order  to  hinder 
their  paffage,  from  Witlic  to  Pruyn  on  the  confines 
of  Luxembourg  *,  fo  that  they  were  conftrained  to 
continue  in  a  ravaged  country,  tho’  very  much  wea¬ 
kened  by  flcknefs,  fcarcity,  and  ufelefs  marches  and 
countermarches. 

The  Imperial  and  Electoral  armies  were  thus  em-Theimpe- 
ployed  for  the  fpace  of  three  whole  months  in  at-™^"^*^’ 
tempting  to  pafs  the  Rhine  at  Mentz,  Coblentz,  march  into 
Strafburg  and  other  ftrong  towns  :  but  the  Vifcount  v'eftphalia* 
de  Turenne  continually  put  unfurmountable  obftacles 
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An.  1 672. in  their  way,  marched  always  at  their  heels,  and 
both  hindred  them  from  affifting  the  Dutch,  and 
making  a  diverfion  in  Alface :  in  thus  wandering  up 
and  down  the  Eledorates  of  Mentz,  Triers  and 
the  Palatinate,  they  entirely  ruined  thofe  countries. 
The  three  Eledors  fent  heavy  complaints  to  Vienna 
and  Ratifbonne  of  the  German  troops  breaking  their 
faith,  who  under  pretence  of  preferving  the  Em¬ 
pire,  were  labouring  for  its  deftrudion,  while  the 
French  did  it  no  manner  of  damage.  The  united 
Armies  feeing  that  they  were  like  to  draw  upon 
themfelves  the  refentment  of  the  three  Eledors,  re- 
folved  to  abandon  thofe  ravaged  countries,  and  feek 
their  winter  quarters  in  Weftphalia  in  the  territories 
of  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  and  the  Eledor  of  Co¬ 
logne.  About  the  middle  of  December  they  paffed 
the  Main  by  break  of  day,  marched  through  the 
country  of  Darmftadt,  and  went  and  encamped  at 
Weflar,  where  they  left  4000  men:  then  they  took 
three  different  routs  in  order  to  enter  Weftphalia, 
one  by  Herbron  in  the  territories  of  Naflau,  ano¬ 
ther  by  Frankemberg  in  the  country  of  Hefie,  and 
the  third  between  thofe  two  towns :  on  their  march 
they  attempted  to  take  Fridberg  but  the  citizens 
and  peafants  hindered  them.  As  they  had  a  mind 
to  fpare  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Landgrave  of 
Heffe-Caffel  for  fear  of  offending  him,  they  were 
obliged  to  fetch  a  great  compafs  through  difficult 
ways,  where  they  loft  near  4000  horfe.  About  the 
end  of  December,  the  Eledor  of  Brandenburgh, 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  the  Duke  of  Bournonville 
and  the  Count  de  Montecuculli  arrived  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Weftphalia  ;  the  Eledor  of  Cologne  and 
the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  to  fave  their  lands  in  that 
Circle,  were  obliged  to  fend  thither  their  principal 
forces  under  the  Marquis  de  Rennel.  The  Vifcount 
de  Turenne  defigning  likewife  to  bring  his  army 
there  advanced  to  Vefel  about  the  end  of  December, 

and 
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and  wrote  to  Court  of  the  refolution  he  had  taken.  An.  1673: 

The  King  being  more  than  fatisfied  that  the 
Vifcount  with  16000  men  had  hindred  two  armies ord/mhe6 
of  40000  from  pafling  the  Rhine,  and  coming  to  vi(countl° 
artift  the  Dutch,  had  already  ordered  him  to  putfer^anm* 
his  troops  in  winter  quarters  in  Alface  and  Lor-and"otcrofs 
rain.  As  the  Court  had  not  heard  that  he  hadthe  ime’ 
obeyed,  Louvois  wrote  to  him  in  two  different  let¬ 
ters  *,  44  That  it  was  to  be  feared  left  the  Rhine 
44  fhould  freeze  and  hinder  him  from  repafling  it ; 

44  that  he  would  endanger  his  army  in  a  bad  feafon, 

44  purely  to  pufh  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  per- 
44  haps  ten  leagues  further  ■,  that  the  King  being 
44  unwilling  to  have  his  troops  longer  in  the  field, 

44  pofitively  commanded  him  to  put  them  into  win- 
44  ter  quarters,  and  expefted  to  hear  by  the  firft  cou- 
44  rier  that  they  were  retired.”  Before  the  receipt 
ofthofe  letters  the  Vifcount  had  already  wrote  to  the 
Minifter,  44  -f*  That  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
44  King’s  fervice  to  repafs  the  Rhine  fo  foon  ;  that 
44  fince  the  march  of  the  Imperialifts  towards  Weft- 
44  phalia  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  was  very  much 
41  difcouraged  *,  that  the  Count  de  Montecuculli 
44  was  ufing  all  his  efforts  to  engage  him  in  the  Em  - 
44  peror’s  party  •,  and  that  if  the  enemy  was  not 
44  hindered  from  ravaging  that  Prelate’s  territories, 

44  he  would  certainly  put  himfelf  under  the  pro- 
44  tedtion  of  the  Empire. 

The  Vifcount  no  lefs  {killed  in  negotiations  thanTh«vif- 
in  war,  went  to  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  at  the  caftle^eBiftop' 
of  Ortembourg  feven  or  eight  leagues  from  Vefel,ofMunftcr 
to  confirm  him  in  his  alliance  with  the  King,  and 
promifed  to  deliver  him  foon  from  the  enemy’s  France, 
troops :  he  then  went  and  joined  his  army  at  Vefel, 
and  advanced  towards  the  country  of  Marck.  The 
Eledtor  of  Brandenburgh,  to  leave  remarkable 

*  Thefe  letters  arc  dated  the  17th  and  aid  of  January  at  S>  Germain 
en  La  ye.  f  The  Vifeount’s  letter. 
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An.  1 673.  proofs  of  his  refentmentagainft  the  two  Prelates,  laid 
their  territories  under  contribution,  gave  up  all  to  the 
fury  and  the  licentioufnefs  of  his  foldiers,  and  reduced 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  the  greateft  mifery. 
The  troops  of  Brandenburgh  afterwards  in  veiled  the 
town  of  Werle,  which  was  in  the  Duchy  of  Weftpha- 
lia,  and  belonged  totheEle£lor  of  Cologne.  The  fifth 
January  5th.of  January  Major  General  Spaen  went  and  befieged 
the  town  with  6000  men  •,  but  it  made  a  vigorous 
refiftance,  and  obflinately  refufed  to  furrender  :  then 
the  Eledtor  went  himfelf  with  a  reinforcement  of 
4000  men.  The  Marquis  de  Rennel  came  to  its 
relief,  and  obliged  the  Elector  to  raife  the  fiege  ; 
this  Prince  returned  to  Billefeldt  and  General  Spaen 
to  Lipftadt •,  Rennel  followed  the  latter,  attacked 
his  rear-guard,  and  took  feveral  prifoners.  After 
the  raifing  of  the  fiege,  the  Elector  detached  a  ftrong 
party  of  horfe  and  foot  to  furprize  the  troops  of 
Munfler  and  Cologne  :  but  that  corps  falling  into 
an  ambufcade  was  almoft  all  cut  in  pieces,  and  the 
remainder  was  carried  to  Varendorp. 

The  Elector  Towards  the  end  of  January,  the  Count  de  Mon- 
bufhbe6"*  tecucu^  being  ill  at  Paderborn,  afked  leave  to  re¬ 
neges  Soeft,  turn  to  Vienna.  During  his  illnefs  the  Eledtor  of 
and  the  Vif-  Brandenburg h  confulted  at  Lipftadt  with  the  Dukes 

count  tskcs  •  ^  ^  /  1 

t/nna.  of  Lorrain  and  Bournonville,  about  what  meafures 
ought  to  be  taken  to  hinder  the  King’s  army  from 
joining  that  of  the  two  Prelates  :  after  feveral  con¬ 
ferences,  wherein  they  could  come  to  no  determi¬ 
nation,  they  fet  out  from  Lipftadt  the  laft  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  and  marched  towards  Marck  :  their  army 
was  reduced  to  20000  men,  by  reafon  of  the  gar- 
rifons  which  they  had  left  in  different  places,  and  the 
Ioffes  they  had  fuftained  in  feveral  attacks.  The 
Elector  feeing  himfelf  yet  at  the  head  of  a  confider- 
able  corps  with  thirty  pieces  of  canon,  and  a  good 
number  of  brave  officers,  advanced  towards  Soeft, 
where  he  arrived  the  4th  of  February  j  he  was  in¬ 
formed 
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formed  the  next  day  that  the  French  army  had  An.  1673.' 
joined  that  of  Munfter  and  Cologne,  and  that  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne,  whom  he  imagined  to  be  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  had  laid  fiege  to  the  town 
of  Unna,  which  had  1000  foldiers  in  garrifon  :  the 
Eleftor  detached  5000  horfe  and  foot  to  fuccour  it. 

The  battalions  of  the  French  and  Swifs  guards  of¬ 
fered  to  force  the  place  fword  in  hand  in  prefence 
of  the  enemy  :  the  Vifcount  being  unwilling  to  ex- 
pofe  his  foldiers  at  a  time  when  he  had  need  to  be 
fparing  of  them,  attacked  Unna  in  common  form  ; 
he  ordered  it  to  be  bombarded  with  five  mortar  pie¬ 
ces,  caufed  a  battery  of  eight  canon  to  be  eredted, 
made  a  great  breach  in  the  walls,  and  got  ready  a 
mine  which  was  to  be  fprung  the  next  day.  Then  Febr- 5th- 
Colonel  Remsfort,  who  commanded  in  the  town, 
furrendered,  notwithftanding  the  Eledlor’s  order, 
and  the  garrifon  were  made  prifoners. 

The  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  failing  in  all  his  The  vir- 
projedts,  made  fome  troops  which  he  had  about  ^rauther 
Ham  advance  towards  Soeft,  where  he  lay  encamp-  t°wns  in 
ed.  The  garrifon  of  Ham  feeing  themfelves  aban-Weftpha  * 
doned,  retired  the  next  day,  and  endeavoured  to 
join  the  main  body  of  the  army  :  the  Vifcount  with¬ 
out  refiftance  took  poffefiion  of  the  town  which  was 
ftrong  and  well  peopled,  then  made  himfelf  matter 
of  Kamen  and  Altena,  almoft  without  befieging 
them,  took  above  2000  prifoners  of  the  garrifons 
which  he  found  in  the  feveral  places,  and  without  any 
other  lot's  than  that  of  two  officers  and  a  few  foldiers, 
at  length  drew  near  Soeft.  As  there  was  in  his  way 
a  caftle  on  the  Lippe  called  Berkembaum,  defended 
by  200  menfor  thefecurity  of  the  bridge,  the  Vifcount 
detached  a  hundred  men  of  the  King’s  regiment,  to 
make  themfelves  mafters  of  it,  under  the  Marquis  de 
Bourlemont,  who  carried  it  at  the  firft  aflfault.  The 
enemy  returned  that  fame  night  in  greater  num¬ 
bers,  to  endeavour  to  retake  that  important  poft ; 

all 
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An.  1673.  all  their  efforts  were  ufelefs  •,  they  returned  the  next 
day  to  the  number  of  600  horfe  and  800  foot ;  but 
Bourlemont  fuftained  their  attack  with  fo  much  bra¬ 
very,  that  he  killed  near  a  hundred  men,  and  forced 
the  reft  to  retire  *.  The  Vifcount  then  advanced  to 
Soeft,  where  the  Imperial  and  Electoral  armies  were 
encamped,  with  a  defign  to  give  them  battle.  The 
Count  deMontecuculli  was  ftillfick  atPaderborn,  and 
the  Duke  of  Bournonville  commanded  in  his  room  ; 
the  Eleftor  deliberated  whether  if  was  proper  to  come 
to  an  engagement  •,  but  as  the  Germans  were  afraid 
of  paffing  a  great  defile  which  was  betwixt  them  and 
the  French  army,  they  thought  fit  to  decamp  and 
abandon  part  of  their  artillery  and  baggage.  The 
Vifcount  then  inarched  to  Soeft,  a  large,  fine  and 
well  fortified  town,  he  entered  it  the  25th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  and  took  up  his  quarters  at  Weftbonne 
two  leagues  from  the  town  :  the  fame  day  the  Count 
de  Montecuculli  fet  out  from  Paderborn  to  return 
to  Vienna.  People  were  furprizea  that  this  great 
General,  during  the  whole  campaign  would  never 
hazard  a  battle  •,  fome  pretended  that  Prince  Lob- 
cowitz  the  Emperor’s  Minifter  had  counterfeited  the 
Imperial  Seal,  in  order  to  forbid  Montecuculli  to 
fight.  The  Minifter  was  afraid  of  engaging  his 
Mafter  in  a  war  at  a  diftance,  while  the  Ottoman 
Port  on  another  hand  threatned  to  invade  the  He¬ 
reditary  Dominions.  Lobcowitz  was  difgraced  and 
banifhed  but  being  recalled  in  a  little  time  after* 
that  clemency  fhewed  that  Leopold  was  really  un¬ 
determined,  and  did  not  abfolutely  condemn  hi$ 
Minifter’s  conduft.  A  little  after  Montecuculli’s 
departure,  the  Imperial  and  Electoral  armies  being 
chafed  out  of  the  County  of  Marck,  repaired  the 
river  Lippe  ;  the  troops  of  Brandenburgh  retired 
into  the  County  of  Ravenlberg,  and  the  Imperialifts 
jnto  that  of  Lippe. 

*  A  letter  from  the  Vifcount  de  Tureone,  to  the  Marquis  de  Louvois. 

The 
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The  Vifcount  refolved  to  purfue  them,  drive An-  *673. 
them  out  of  Weftphalia,  and  make  himfelf  ma-rf'W'^ 

111  r  I  fie  enemy 

Her  of  all  the  towns  the  Elector  had  there.  It  wash's  the 
a  very  fevere  feafon,  and  the  French  were  oblig-^fweft”-d 
ed  to  go  over  fteep  mountains,  and  pafs  through  PhaUa. 
very  narrow  defiles :  while  the  army  was  marching 
through  one  of  thofe  defiles,  the  Vifcount,  exhauft- 
ed  with  watching  and  fatigue,  laid  himfelf  down 
to  deep  behind  a  bufh  ;  fome  foldiers  feeing  that 
the  fnow  fell  very  fail,  immediately  cut  fome 
branches  of  trees,  and  made  round  him  a  hut, 
which  they  covered  with  their  cloaks :  he  awak’d 
while  they  were  thus  bufied  in  defending  him  from 
the  injuries  of  the  weather,  and  afked  them  what 
they  were  amufing  themfelves  with,  when  they 
ihould  be  marching  :  We  have  a  mind ,  faid  they, 
to  preferve  our  father  ;  this  is  cur  grand  affair  ;  if 
we  fhould  lofe  him ,  who  would  lead  us  hack  again  to 
our  own  country  ?  Turenne  forced  the  pafies  where 
the  enemy  had  left  troops,  pofteffed  himfelf  of  Ra- 
venfberg,  Herword,  Bilefeldt,  and  all  the  places 
belonging  to  the  Eledfor  in  Weftphalia,  except 
Lipftadt  and  Minden,  which  the  troops  of  Munfter 
and  Cologne  had  orders  to  block  up.  In  the  mean 
time  the  weather  was  exceftive  cold,  and  the  ground 
was  fo  frozen,  that  trenches  could  not  be  opened 
before  the  towns  that  were  befieged  :  the  troops 
were  expofed  without  fhelter  to  the  fire  of  the  muf- 
ketry,  and  canon  of  the  befieged.  Not  a  man 
complained  •,  the  Vifcount  was  prefent  everywhere, 
and  fupported  the  foldiers  under  their  fatigue  by 
fharing  in  it.  The  two  armies  of  the  enemy  ; 
purfued  and  chafed  from  poft  to  peft,  quitted 
Weftphalia,  repafled  the  Wefer  with  precipitation, 
and  went  into  the  Bifhoprick  of  Hildefheim.  In 
pafiing  the  river  fome  of  the  Emperor’s  troops  find¬ 
ing  themfelves  mixed  with  the  Eledtcr’s,  would 
crols  over  firft  for  fear  of  being  expofed  to  the 
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An.  1673.  French :  the  difpute  grew  warm,  they  came  to 
blows,  and  the  quarrel  might  have  had  very  bad 
confequences,  if  fome  of  the  General  Officers  had 
not  come  and  put  an  end  to  it.  The  name  of  Tu- 
renne  was  become  fo  formidable  to  the  two  ar¬ 
mies,  that  they  fled  at  his  approach,  and  thought 
nothing  impoffible  to  his  foldiers,  tho’  fewer  in  num¬ 
ber  than  theirs.  The  Vifcount  one  day  fent  forty 
dragoons  to  view  the  country  about  Paderborn  ; 
they  forced  a  paflage  where  there  was  a  regiment  of 
Imperial  Cuiraffiers,  killed  fifteen  or  fixteen  of  them, 
put  the  reft  to  flight,  enter’d  their  quarters,  let  them 
on  fire,  and  retired  without  loflng  a  man. 

The  Elector  In  the  beginning  of  March  the  Vifcount  advan- 
burgh "retires ced  through  the  Bifhoprick  of  Paderborn  to  the 
to  his  domi-  town  of  Hoxter,  where  there  was  a  bridge  of 
ftone  over  the  Wefel.  He  took  poffeffion  of  the 
town,  drove  out  thegarrifon  which  the  Eledtor  had 
left  there,  and  caufed  two  other  bridges  to  be  built  in 
order  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  river,  and  pur- 
fue  the  enemy  into  the  Bifhoprick  of  Hildefheim. 
The  Imperial  and  Electoral  armies  having  already 
ruined  the  country,  could  not  fubflft  any  longer, 
and  defigned  to  extend  themfelvesin  Lower  Saxony, 
in  the  territories  of  the  neighbouring  Princes :  but 
the  Dukes  of  Brunfwick,  Lunenburgh-Zell  and 
Wolfenbuttel,  fearing  to  draw  the  War  into  their 
country,  defended  the  entrance  into  it  with  an  army  of 
12000  men.  Then  the  two  armies  of  the  enemy 
having  neither  expedients  nor  courage  left,  feparated : 
the  Emperor’s  troops  retired  about  the  end  of  March 
into  Franconia  and  thofe  of  Brandenburgh  into  the 
principality  of  Halberftadt.  The  Eledfor  repaired 
the  Elbe  at  Magdebu*  gh,  and  took  refuge  in  Berlin 
his  Capital.  The  Vifcount  feeing  that  the  Imperi- 
alifts  ftill  fled  before  him,  and  that  there  was  no 
enemy  to  fight,  returned  into  the  country  of  Marck, 
fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Soeft,  and  gave  up  all  the 
4.  Eledtor’s 
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Elector's  territories  in  Weftphalia  to  the  difcretion  An.  1673. 
of  his  troops  :  they  found  there  abundance  of  pro- 
vifions,  put  all  under  contribution,  and  enriched 
themfelves. 

The  Vifcount  was  the  only  man  who  did  notTbcvif- 
make  advantage  of  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy,  and^^^f" 
evidenced  in  the  whole  of  this  famous  expedition  anefs. 
difintereftednefs  as  great  as  his  valour.  A  General 
Officer  one  day  propofed  to  him  a  method  of  gain¬ 
ing  four  hundred  thoufand  livres  in  fifteen  days,  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  the  Court  could  never  have  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  it  •,  he  anfwered  him  with  a 
noble  fimplicity  :  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you 
hut  as  I  have  often  had  opportunities  of  the  like  nature , 
without  having  ever  made  advantage  of  them ,  I  think. 

I  ought  not  to  alter  my  conduct  at  thefe  years.  Near 
the  fame  place,  and  about  the  fame  time,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  a  great  town  offered  him  100000  crowns, 
if  he  would  go  out  of  his  road,  and  not  march  with 
his  troops  through  their  town,  he  anfwered  them,  As 
your  town  is  not  in  the  way  by  which  I  intended  to  lead 
the  army ,  I  cannot  take  the  money  you  offer  me. 

The  Vifcount  being  at  fo  great  a  diftance  could  TIie  Cwfn 
not  fend  couriers  regularly  into  France,  and  the  “"AhT ^ 
Court  was  fame  time  without  hearing  any  news  ofco“rti"scen' 
him  :  then  the  enemies  of  his  glory  began  to  declaim  view's* 
againft  him,  and  gave  out  every  wrhere  that  he  hadconduft* 
buffered  himfelf  to  be  fhut  up,  and  that  the  King’s 
army  was  loft  by  his  entangling  them  unadvifedly 
in  a  country  without  towns  or  magazines.  All  the 
courtiers  murmured  ;  the  King  himfelf,  who  was 
very  cautious  of  blaming  thofe  whom  the  publick 
exclaimed  againft,  one  day  with  an  air  of  uneafinefs, 
let  fall  thefe  words  •,  I  have  no  news  of  the  Vi j count 
de  ‘ Turenne .  It  was  not  long  before  he  heard  from 
him,  and  was  informed  that  having  driven  the 
Elector  of  Brandenburgh  from  the  Rhine  to  the 
Elbe,  he  had  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  in  his  Ca- 
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An.  1673. pital :  detraction  was  filenced,  and  the  Vifcount* 
enemies  were  confounded. 

The  Eicftor  The  Elector  of.Brandenburgh  not  thinking  him- 
buf  h  makes  encu§'il  even  in  Berlin,  fent  to  the  Vifcount 

peace  wkh  'the  Marquis  d’Efpenfe  Beauveau  who  ferved  un- 
France.  der  him,  to  defire  a  peace  :  Turenne  difpatched  a 
courier  to  the  King,  who  fent  him  a  full  power  to 
treat  with  the  Eledtor.  It  was  agreed  that  Louis 
XIV.  fhould  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  territo¬ 
ries  of  Brandenburgh ;  that  he  fhould  reftore  to  the 
Eledtor  Wefel,  and  the  other  towns  in  dependence  on 
the  country  of  Cleves,  which  had  been  retained  many 
years  by  the  States  General  ;  that  the  Eledtor  fhould 
forfake  the  alliance  of  Holland,  and  renounce  all 
the  engagements  he  had  entered  into  againft  the 
interefts  of  France;  that  he  fhould  continue  neuter 
for  the  time  to  come,  and  engage  the  Duke  of 
Neubourgto  be  fecurity  for  his  fidelity.  The  trea¬ 
ty  was  figned  the  tenth  of  April,  and  ratified  about 
the  end  of  May. 

Then  the  Vifcount  made  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter 
give  up  all  the  places  belonging  to  the  Eledtor  of 
Brandenburgh,  and  went  himfelf  out  of  Weftphalia, 
croffed  the  Principality  of  Berg,  entered  the  County 
of  NafTau,  and  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  Ger¬ 
many.  Being  indefatigable  at  the  head  of  his  troops 
who  followed  him  with  joy,  he  propofed  to  them 
as  to  his  companions  and  children,  not  to  give 
theinfelves  any  refpite  to  enter  into  Franconia,  the 
Country  of  Turingia,  and  that  of  Gotha,  in  order 
to  drive  away  the  Emperor’s  troops,  who  had  a 
mind  to  return  to  the  Rhine.  The  Imperialifts 
Baring  to  be  intercepted,  and  obliged  to  fight,  got 
:  Bohemia  with  ail  expedition  ;  and  the  Vifcount 

June  6.  In  the  ling  of  June  continuing  his  rout  through 
the  Country  of  Heffc  and  the  C  ante  ofW  1  eck, 
went  and  encamped  at  Wetziar  near  Frankfort, 

along 


Vifcount  de  T  U  R  E  N  N  E. 


405 


along  the  river  Lohn,  there  to  wait  the  refult  ofAn- 1673. 
the  deliberations  of  the  Court  of  Vienna. 

While  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  thus  em- The  Prince 
ployed  on  the  Rhine,  the  Prince  of  Conde  marched 
to  Utrecht  to  preferve  and  extend  the  King’s  con-  ie-duc,  «nd 
quells  there;  but  the  inundations  llopt  him  every  ^ae^'”csht> 
where.  He  endeavoured  in  vain  to  draw  off'  the 
waters  •,  a  diftemper  which  fuzed  him  determined 
him  to  leave  Holland,  and  repafs  the  Meufe,  in 
order  to  befiege  Bois-le-duc.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  campaign  the  King  entred  Brabant  at  the  head 
of  40000  men,  inverted  Maeftricht  the  tenth  of 
June,  and  took  it  in  thirteen  days  after  opening  the 
trenches.  Having  repaired  its  fortifications,  he  de- June  29th. 
figned  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  other  towns :  but 
the  Dutch  having  opened  their  fiuices  drowned  all 
the  country  from  Bois-le-duc  to  Bergen-op-zoom. 

Louis  changed  his  refolution,  marched  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  the  Empire  with  a  part  of  his  army,  and  left 
the  other  confuting  of  20000  men  with  the  Prince 
of  Conde  to  keep  an  eye  on  Flanders. 

Spain  alarmed  atthe  extraordinary  fuccefs  ofF ranee, The  r mPf- 
and  knowing  that  if  the  King  fhould  once  make  him-  LVJwithia 
felf  mailer  of  the  feven  United  Provinces,  he  would  H(  lbr'd 
foon  get  pofieffion  of  the  ether  ten,  awakened  the 
Emperors  attention,  and  vigorcufly  follicited  him 
to  join  with  her  to  oppofe  Louis  XIVth’s  progrefs. 

The  Emperor  and  Spain  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
Dutch  at  the  Plague,  by  which  Leopold  premiled 
the  States  General  to  make  a  diverfion  on  the  Rhine 
with  a  powerful  army  :  Philip  engaged  to  declare 
war  againll  Louis  XIV.  and  the  States  General 
were  to  make  no  peace  with  France  till  the  Catho- 
lick  King  was  put  in  poffeffion  of  all  that  his  meft 
Chriftian  Majefty  had  taken  in  the  Low  Countries 
fince  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees.  The  Emperor  got 
together  in  Bohemia  an  army  of  30000  men,  the 
command  of  which  he  gave  to  the  Count  de  Monte-  Auguft  2 (a 
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An.  1673.  caculli,  who  decamped  from  Egra,  and  advanced 
towards  Franconia.  The  Yifcount  de  Turenne 
having  joined  his  troops  to  thofe  of  Cologne  and 
Munfter,  left  Wetzlar,  paffed  the  Main  at  Selin- 
genftat  with  an  army  of  20000  men,  and  potted 
himfelf  oppofite  to  Afchaffembourg  in  the  Eledto- 
rate  of  Mentz  :  *  from  thence  he  fent  the  Marquis 
de  Pierrefitte  to  take  poffelfion  of  Fridberg,  and 
drive  cut  the  Imperialifts  who  had  fettled  there  in  the 
fpring.  This  expedition  opened  to  the  French 
army  an  entrance  into  the  territory  of  Frankfort :  the 
Vifcounthoweverhad  no  defign  upon  that  town  ;  his 
intention  was  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  the  courfe 
of  the  Main,  to  march  along  the  higher  Palatinate, 
and  facilitate  his  joining  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  who 
had  given  fome  hopes  of  favouring  the  King’s  arms 
on  the  frontiers.  The  Court  of  Vienna  being  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  Eledtor’s  fecret  proceedings,  had  taken 
all  neceflary  precautions  to  hinder  him  from  joining 
the  Vifcount.  A  letter  was  intercepted  from  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria,  wherein  he  told  the  French  Ge¬ 
neral,  that  the  paffes  and  defiles  were  fo  befet  with 
the  Emperor’s  troops,  that  he  did  not  think  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  attempt  the  intended  jundtion :  this  difap- 
pointment  obliged  Turenne  to  alter  his  meafures. 
In  the  middle  of  September  he  left  Afchaffembourg, 
and  endeavoured  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  the 
pafiages  of  the  Main. 

The  Prince  In  the  mean  time  the  face  of  affairs  was  entirely 
deceives  the  changed  in  Holland:  after  the  Prince  of  Condehad 
Duke  of  repaired  the  Meufe,  the  French  had  no  forces  in  the 
k  urgm*and  heart  of  the  United  Provinces  fufficient  for  any  en- 
takesNi-  terprize.  The  Prince  of  Orange  judging  this  a 
proper  time  to  adt,  made  fome  troops  file  off  fecretly 
towards  Amfterdam  and  Muyden,  lined  with  infantry 
the  entrenchments  which  fecured  the  paffage  into 
the  Province  of  Holland  ;  and  to  keep  the  Duke  of 
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Luxembourg,  who  commanded  in  Utrecht,  from  An.  1 673- 
fufpedting  any  thing,  fent  Tome  troops  by  fea  and 
by  the  Wahal  to  attack  Bommel.  The  Duke  not 
penetrating  into  the  Prince’s defign,  came  toTiel  with 
5000  men  to  fuccour  Bommel  and  Grave.  The  Prince 
of  Orange  feeing  that  his  ftratagem  had  fiicceeded, 
marched  towards  Naerden,  invefted  the  place  with 
an  army  of  25000  men,  before  the  Duke  of  Lux¬ 
embourg  had  leifureto  provide  for  its  fecurity.  The  Septemb.  14. 
town  furrendered,  and  no  lefs  rejoicings  were  made 
in  Holland  for  the  taking  of  Naerden  than  had  been 
in  France  three  months  before  for  the  reduction  of 
Maeftricht.  This  conquett  encouraged  the  States 
General,  and  from  that  time  fortune  continued  to 
favour  them.  The  horrors  of  war  were  removed 
from  the  innermoft  parts  of  the  United  Provinces  to 
the  Spanifn  Netherlands. 

The  Count  de  Montecuculli  foon  arrived  in  Fran-TheVif- 
conia,  where  the  troops  of  that  circle  and  thofe  of^“"“^an' 
the  Eledtor  of  Saxony  and  the  Duke  of  Terrain  Count  de 
having  joined  him,  his  army  amounted  to  40000 
men:  he  advanced  towards  Nuremberg,  from  obliges  him 
whence  he  might  either  march  towards  the  upper  ort0  rct!’  " 
lower  Rhine,  in  order  to  invade  Alface,  or  go  and 
join  the  Prince  of  Orange  in  Holland.  Turenne 
having  made  himfelf  matter  of  all  the  pattes  on  the 
Main,  except  that  of  Wurtzbourg,  whofe  Bifhop 
had  promifed  to  obferve  a  neutrality,  Montecu- 
culli  could  neither  go  into  Holland  nor  Alface  with¬ 
out  beating  the  French  army.  The  Vifcount  wait¬ 
ed  for  him  fome  time  about  Afchaffembourg  •,  but 
feeing  his  flownefs,  he  went  to  meet  him  in  order 
to  offer  him  battle,  patted  the  Tauber  at  Muriendal, 
advanced  to  Rotting,  and  drew  near  to  the  Imperi- 
alifts  who  were  encamped  nigh  Rottembourg.  The 
infantry  of  the  Vifcount’s  firft  line  was  commanded  by 
the  Marquis  de  S.  Abre,  Foucault  was  at  the  head 
of  the  cavalry  in  the  right  wing,  and  the  Count  de 
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An.  i673-Guiche  on  the  Left.  The  Count  de  Lude  and  the 
Chevalier  du  Pleffis  commanded  the  other  line. 
Montecuculli  could  not  decamp  without  hazarding 
the  defeat  of  his  rear-guard  ;  but  being  more  appre- 
henfive  of  a  general  adtion,  he  refolved  to  retire. 
To  conceal  his  defign,  he  marched  up  as  if  he  had 
a  mind  to  fight,  which  induced  the  Yifcount  de  Tu- 
rennc  to  draw  up  his  army  in  battalia  :  Montecu¬ 
culli  took  the  advantage  of  that  moment,  and  while 
he  leemed  to  be  making  a  great  ftir  to  put  his  firft 
line  in  order,  he  made  his  fecond  file  off  with  all  its 
equipage  behind  a  neighbouring  mountain.  Scarce 
was  the  French  army  drawn  up,  when  they  faw  the 
Imperialifts  firft  line  file  off  as  the  fecond  had  done: 
the  whole  army  thus  retired  in  good  order,  and 
gained  a  place  furrounded  with  mountains  and  mo- 
raffes  between  Ochfenfort  and  Wurtzbourg.  The 
Yifcount  immediately  followed  the  Imperialifts, 
attacked  their  rear,  and  took  fome  of  their  baggage 
and  ammunition  ;  and  not  being  able  to  bring  them 
to  an  engagement,  he  encamped  about  three  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  on  a  very  high  ground  in  their 
neighbourhood,  at  a  monaftry  of  the  Carthufians 
called  cTengelhan[en  •,  fo  that  the  enemy  were  ftill  in  the 
fame  circumftances,  and  could  neither  go  towards 
Holland  by  the  Main,  he  being  mailer  of  it,  nor  to¬ 
wards  Alface,  without  expofing  their  flank.  He 
had  the  river  on  his  left,  tho’  a  little  too  far  off,  a 
deep  hollow  way  on  his  right,  and  behind  him  a 
rich  and  fertile  country,  from  whence  he  might  get 
provifions  in  abundance  for  two  months. 

The  count  Turenne  continued  fifteen  days  in  this  fituation, 
cuiiTgdns11"  during  which  time  nothing  confiderable  happened, 
the  B.ftop  of  except  fome  light  fkirmifhes  between  detachments 
Wurtzbourg,  ^.om  ^  two  armies.  The  French  General’s  chief 
view  was  to  difpute  with  the  Imperialifts  the  paflage 
of  the  Main,  and  in  cafe  they  attempted  it,  to  fall 
upon  their  rear :  Montecuculli  principally  applied 

himfelf 
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himfelf  to  intercept  the  provifions  which  came  to  the  An.  1673. 
French  from  Frankfort  in  order  to  oblige  them  to 
decamp  from  fo  advantageous  a  poll.  This  project 
was  foon  favoured  by  an  event  which  had  like  to 
have  brought  the  French  army  into  a  terrible  per¬ 
plexity.  The  Count  de  Montecuculli  gained  the 
Bifhop  of  Wurtzbourg,  who  broke  his  word  to  the 
French,  received  an  Imperial  garrifon  into  his  town  . 
and  delivered  up  its  bridge  to  the  enemy.  The 
German  General  caufed  his  canon  and  heavy  bag¬ 
gage  to  be  carried  immediately  thither,  and  became 
mafter  of  the  Main  from  Wurtzbourg  to  Wertheim, 
from  whence  he  carried  off  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
provifions  which  the  inhabitants  had  got  together 
for  the  ufe  of  the  French  army  i  this  obliged  the 
Vifcount  to  abandon  his  poll  near  Ochfenfort  and 
go  down  the  Main,  ftill  coafting  the  enemy  to  hinder 
them  from  pafiing  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  Oftober  Montecuculli  de-  Montecu- 
camped  in  order  to  extend  his  quarters  in  the  County cul1.' dcCarape 
of  Reineck  from  the  Lohr  to  Frammerfbach,  behind38  m’ 
the  foreft  of  Spefhardt,  where  he  ftop’d,  ftill  keep¬ 
ing  the  river  Main  between  the  Vifcount  and  him. 

The  third  of  the  fame  month  he  detached  General 
Sporck  with  6000  horfe  towards  Afchaffembourg. 

The  Vifcount  thinking  that  their  defign  was  to  get 
poflefilon  of  the  town,  detached  4000  foot  and  2000 
horfe  under  the  conduct  of  Count  de  Guiche  to  co¬ 
ver  it  •,  which  obliged  Sporck  to  change  his  rout 
and  return  to  Lohr.  Turenne  advanced  with  his 
whole  army  defending  along  the  Main  towards 
Miltembourg,  where  he  received  a  re-inforcement 
of  4000  men,  which  were  fent  from  Alface  under 
the  Count  de  Roye.  Montecuculli  made  feveral 
other  marches  and  counter-marches  to  oblige  the 
French  army  to  leave  Franconia-,  but  the  Vifcount 
was  refolved  not  to  pafs  the  Main  till  he  faw  the  Im- 
perialifts  engaged  in  the  foreft  of  Spefhardt  and 

deter* 
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An.  1673.  determined  to  go  either  towards  Holland  or  Al- 
face. 

The  King  While  the  two  armies  were  thus  endeavouring  to 
Duke  of e  furprife  one  another,  Spain  in  confequence  of  her 
Luxembourg  treaty  with  the  States  General,  ordered  the  Count 
Holland!*6  de  Monterei,  Governor  of  the  Low-Countries,  to 
declare  war  againft  France :  this  declaration  occasi¬ 
oned  that  of  the  King  three  days  after,  and  hofti- 
lities  foon  began  in  Hainault  and  Flanders.  The 
Duke  of  Luxembourg  fent  a  considerable  corps  thi¬ 
ther  to  the  Prince  of  Conde  •,  and  the  King  had  only 
4000  men  that  kept  the  field  in  Holland.  This 
Scarcity  of  troops  together  with  the  continual  over¬ 
flowing  of  the  country  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
French  to  undertake  any  thing  new,  which  made 
Louis  refolve  to  abandon  his  conquefts  in  Holland. 
The  Prince  The  fame  day  that  Spain  declared  War  againft 
ma?chesSeto- France,  the  Prince  of  Orange  joined  near  Herentals 
xvards  Bonn.  a  part  0f  his  troops  to  thofe  of  Spain,  and  entered  the 
cuihVins'the  territories  of  Juliers  and  Cologne  with  an  army  of 
Stadthoidex.  25,000  men.  Having  laid  wafte  both  thofe  coun¬ 
tries,  he  marched  towards  Bonn  in  order  to  befiege  it, 
and  fent  to  Montecuculli  to  repair  thither  with  all  ex¬ 
pedition.  The  20th  of  Odlober  the  Imperialifts  left 
Lohr  and  went  and  encamped  along  the  Main  from 
the  Small  town  of  Hochft  to  Mentz.  Montecuculli 
paffed  the  river  by  a  bridge  of  boats  and  took  up  his 
head  quarters  at  Flerfheim  ;  the  Vifcount  could  not 
conjecture  what  road  he  intended  to  take.  It  was  of 
greater  confequence  to  hinder  him  from  invading  Al- 
face  than  from  joining  the  Prince  of  Orange :  the  Dutch 
being  joined  with  the  Spaniards  had  lefs  need  of 
afiiftance  than  formerly  *,  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  led . 
a  great  part  of  the  French  troops  into  Flanders,  and 
the  King defigned  to  abandon  Holland.  Turenne  with 
reafon  concluded  that  Montecuculli  would  march  to¬ 
wards  Alface  where  all  was  almoft  without  defence : 
Strafburgh  belonged  to  the  Empire3  Brifac  was  ill- 

fortified  ; 
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fortified;  Scheleftat,  Colmar,  Landau,  Befort  and  An.  1673.' 
Haguenau  were  razed,  and  there  was  an  eafy 
paftage  into  Lorrain,  the  three  Bifhopricks  and 
Champagne.  He  kept  the  ftridteft  watch  on  the 
fide  of  Alface  and  narrowly  obferved  Montecuculli’s 
motions,  whofe  chief  aim  was  to  conceal  his  march 
from  him.  The  German  General  yet  remembered 
the  Vifcount’ s  irruption  into  Bavaria  before  the 
peace  of  Munfter  •,  he  then  faw  what  he  could  do, 
and  was  ever  after  afraid  of  coming  to  an  engage¬ 
ment  with  him  ;  he  was  fenfible  that  it  was  the  fu- 
reft  way  to  make  ufe  of  ftratagem,  and  fet  his  men 
to  work  at  a  bridge  of  boats  at  Weifienau  above 
Mentz,  as  if  he  defigned  to  go  up  the  Rhine  in  or¬ 
der  to  enter  Alface.  Having  chofen  a  place  in  the 
river  where  there  was  an  Ifie  he  laid  a  half  bridge 
over  one  of  the  arms  of  the  Rhine  ;  and  in  all  hafte 
made  a  flying  bridge  over  the  other  :  the  troops  paf- 
fed  there  making  as  if  they  defigned  to  march  towards 
Alface  by  the  Countries  of  Oppenheim,  Linange  and 
Neuftadt,  The  Vifcount  being  informed  of  their 
motions,  left  his  poll  at  Miltembourg,  eroded  the 
country  of  Odenwaldt,  drew  near  the  Necker,  paf- 
fed  that  river  on  the  25th  at  Ladembourg,  came  to 
Philipfburgh  and  detached  500  horfe  who  eroded  the 
Rhine  at  Oppenheim  to  inform  themfel  ves  of  the  march 
of  the  Imperialifts.  Montecuculli  who  had  made  ufe 
of  this  ftratagem  only  to  make' it  be  believed  that  he 
was  going  to  Alface,  fent  his  infantry  down  the  Rhine 
in  boats  to  join  the  Prince  of  Orange,  while  his 
cavalry  repaffed  the  river  and  filed  off  by  Yeteravia 
with  the  fame  view.  The  Archbirhop  of  Triers 
having  broke  the  neutrality  and  abandoned  the  inte- 
refts  of  France  by  a  treachery  like  that  of  the  Bifhop 
of  Wurtzbourg,  offered  the  Imperialifts  his  bridges  on 
the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle  at  Coblentz  :  the  next  day 
the  Vifcount  pafied  the  Rhine  at  Philipfburgh,  came 
and  encamped  at  Lachen  near  Neuftadt,  and  crof- 
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An.1673.fmg  the  Palatinate  went  to  Creutznac  in  order  with 
all  expedition  to  getinto  the  Country  of  Triers  by  the 
Hundftruck  :  he  would  certainly  have  intercepted 
Montecuculli  if  the  Eledtor  had  not  delivered  up  his 
bridges.  The  Imperialifts  having  paffed  the  Rhine 
and  the  Mofelle,  joined  the  Prince  of  Orange  near 
Coblentz,  who  immediately  went  and  befiegedBonn. 
The  town  being  invefted  by  three  different  armies 
17  Novemb.  was  obliged  to  furrender  after  a  fiege  of  nine  days. 
Theevacua-  The  redu&ion  of  Bonn  and  the  jundlion  of  the 
ti°n  of  Hoi-  m-es  armies  obliged  the  Duke  ofLuxem- 

Duke  of  bourg  to  leave  the  United  Provinces:  he  put  molt 
bourgTior;  t^ie  towns  ur)der  contribution,  formed  a  corps  out 
ous  retreat.  of  all  the  garrifons,  left  the  artillery  and  hoftages 
at  Maeftricht  and  Grave,  and  fpeedily  returned 
into  France  with  a  rich  booty.  Then  Holland 
emerged  from  the  waters,  and  the  Provinces  of  Guel- 
derland,  Utrecht  and  Ovcr-Iffel  recovered  their  li¬ 
berty. 

The  vif-  The  bad  fuccefs  of  this  campaign  cooled  the  King 
rofity.SSCrC"°f  England,  the  Archbifnop  of  Cologne  and  the 
Bilhop  of  Munfter  •,  France  faw  herfelf  upon  the 
point  of  being  forfaken  by  her  allies  and  left  alone 
to  maintain  a  war  againft  the  Empire,  Spain  and 
Holland.  The  Yifcount  de  Turenne  could  not  dif- 
femble  his  uneafinefs,  and  there  appeared  in  his  coun¬ 
tenance  an  air  of  thoughtfulnefs  and  melancholy.  Hav¬ 
ing  put  his  army  into  winter  quarters  in  upper  and 
lower  Alface,  Lorrain  and  Hainault,  he  returned  to 
Court ;  the  King  received  him  with  great  demon- 
ftrations  of  efteem  and  'affedtion  :  his  Majefty  talked 
frequently  with  him  in  private  of  the  means  of  re- 
eftablifhing  affairs  the  next  campaign,  fpoke  to 
him  one  day  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  Lou- 
vois’s  counfels  and  gave  him  a  fine  opportunity 
to  revenge  himfelf  on  the  Minifter :  the  Vif- 
count  contented  himfelf  with  anfwering  the  King, 
that  the  Marqids  de  Louvois  was  very  capable  of  doing 
4  his 
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his  Majefiy  great  fervice  in  the  cabinet  •,  but  that  he  An- 1673. 
had  not  experience  enough  in  war  to  take  upon  him  the  ,^V"nO 
direction  of  it.  This  moderation  and  generofity  ex¬ 
tremely  pleafed  the  young  King,  and  he  faid  to  him, 

! Though  all  my  Miniflers  Jhould  hate  you,  my  heart  fhall 
be  always  for  you.  He  then  fpoke  to  him  of  the 
Marquis  de  S.  Abre,  and  allured  him  that  that  officer 
fhould  never  more  ferve  under  him.  Turenne  alking 
the  reafon,  the  King  told  him  that  S.  Abre  had  very 
much  blamed  his  conduct,  and  written  to  Louvois 
that  if  he  had  been  confuted ,  he  could  have  faved 
Bonn  without  hazarding  Alface.  Why  then  did  not  he 
fpeak  to  me?  faid  the  Vifcount  with  fimplicity,  I fhould 
have  heard  him  with  pleafure  and  profited  by  his  ad¬ 
vice.  He  then  excufed  S.  Abre,  commended  him, 
gave  an  exadt  account  of  his  fervices,  obtained  a  gra¬ 
tuity  for  him,  and  entreated  the  King  not  to  deprive 
him  of  fo  able  a  Lieutenant  General. 


The  end  of  the  Fifth  Book. 
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BOOK  the  SIXTH. 

An.  1674.  a  i  H  E  Prince  of  Orange’s  prudence,  valour 
8  and  unexpected  fuccefs,  determined  the 
hoiderihip  is  JL  States  General  in  the  beginning  of  the  month 
ditar6  InThe  February  to  make  the  offices  of  Stadtholder ,  Ad- 
iam\\y  of  O-  mirol ,  and  Captain  General  of  the  feven  United  Pro- 
range.  vinces  hereditary  in  his  perfon  and  thofe  of  his  male 
defendants.  Thus  at  the  age  of  twenty  three  he  was 
raifed  in  the  Republick  to  a  higher  pitch  of  glory  and 
power  than  any  of  his  preaeceffors  had  been  :  he 
then  employed  all  his  credit  to  draw  off  his  uncle 
the  King  of  England,  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  and 
the  Elector  of  Cologne  from  the  interefts  of  France, 
and  to  ftrengthen  the  Alliance  which  he  had  already 
made  with  the  Emperor,  Spain  and  Denmark,  and 
in  which  he  had  a  mind  to  engage  the  principal 
members  of  the  Germanick  body.  The  King  con¬ 
tinued,  during  the  fpring,  to  evacuate  all  the  places 
he  had  taken  on  the  Rhine  and  the  Meufe  ;  he  kept 
only  Grave  and  Maeftricht :  Emerick,  Rhees,  V e- 
fel,  Burick  and  Fort  Schenck  were  reftored  to  the 
EleCtor  of  Brandenburgh,  according  to  the  treaty 
■which  the  Vifcount  had  made  with  him  the  preced- 
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ing  year.  The  Ele<5tor  of  Cologne  was  put  again  An.  1674. 


in  poffeffion  of  Rhimberg  and  Nuys  •,  and  the 
garrifons  of  the  evacuated  towns  returned  to  France 
under  the  condudt  of  the  Marfhal  de  Bellefonds  and 
the  Count  de  Lorge. 

The  private  treaty  between  Holland  and  Eng-  The  King 
land  had  been  managed  with  fo  much  addrefs  dur-  ba^oV 
ing  the  winter  that  it  was  at  length  concluded,  even  Munfter  and 
amidft  the  preparations  which  both  parties  were'^j^f 
making  to  renew  the  war.  King  Charles  II.  hadsuicthe 
long  rejected  the  propofals  that  had  been  made  him 
of  breaking  with  France  :  the  Republicans  and  Pro- 
teftant  zealots  of  the  three  Kingdoms  were  far  from 
confenting  to  deftroy  a  Republick  that  was  one  of 
the  principal  fupports  of  the  reformed  religion  ; 
the  humour  of  his  people,  the  follicitations  of  his 
Parliament,  and  the  intrigues  of  foreign  Mini- 
fters,  made  Charles  encline  to  a  peace  ;  but  that 
which  determined  him  was  his  fear  to  lofe  the  trade 
of  the  Mediterranean  by  a  war  with  Spain  :  he  or¬ 
dered  Sir  William  Temple  to  draw  up  the  articles 
at  London  with  the  Marquis  de  Frefno  the  Spanifh 
Ambaffador,  who  had  received  full  power  from  the 
States  General •,  and  after  fome  conferences  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  Breda  was  rcftored  in  all  its  extent.  Holland 
infilled  upon  recalling  the  Englifh  troops  which 
ferved  in  France  •,  but  thofe  regiments  being  de¬ 
voted  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  and  refufing  to 
leave  him,  England  promifed  to  let  them  drop  for 
want  of  recruits,  and  allowed  the  Dutch  to  levy  in 
Great  Britain  a^  many  foldiers  as  they  pleafed.  The 
treaty  being  figned  at  Weftminfter,  the  threat- Febr.  19. 
nings  which  the  Emperor  continually  ufed  againft 
the  Bifhop  of  Munfter  and  the  Eledlor  of  Cologne 
made  fuch  impreftions  upon  thofe  two  Prelates,  that 
they  likewife  abandoned  the  interefts  of  France.  ceToT (£"- * 

The  unfaithfulnefs  of  Louis  XIVth’s  allies  re-  many  enter 
vived  the  hopes  of  all  the  Princes  of  Germany  •, 

thofe  France. 
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An.  1674.  thofe  who  had  hitherto  remained  neutral,  declared 
againft  him  :  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  thought 
he  might  with  impunity  violate  the  treaty  he  had 
figned  ;  the  Landgrave  of  Heflfe,  the  Elector  of 
Triers,  the  Eledfor  Palatine,  the  Dukes  of  Brunf- 
wick  and  Luxembourg  likewife  entered  into  a  league 
with  the  Dutch  •,  in  a  word  all  the  Powers  of  Ger¬ 
many  were  drawn  into  it,  except  the  Eledlor  of  Ba¬ 
varia  and  the  Duke  of  Hanover,  who  continued  neu¬ 
tral.  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  difappointments  the 
King  dill  entertained  as  great  defigns  as  ever  •,  he  re- 
folved  to  make  himfelf amends  forthelofs  oftheUni- 
ted  Provinces  by  the  conqueft  of  Franche- Comte.  He 
went  thither  himfelf  in  the  month  of  April  with  a 
powerful  army  •,  he  fent  another  to  the  frontiers  of 
Spain  under  Marfhal  de  Schomberg,  the  Prince  of 
Conde  commanded  a  third  in  Flanders,  in  order  to 
watch  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  motions  and  the  Vif- 
count  de  Turenne  returned  into  Germany  with  a 
fourth,  which  confided  only  of  10,000  men.  Be¬ 
fore  he  left  the  Court,  the  great  Conde  did  not 
think  it  below  hirr>to  afk  the  Vifcount’s  advice  with 
regard  to  the  method  he  ought  to  take  in  carrying 
on  the  war  in  Flanders.  “  Make  few  fieges,  re- 
“  plied  the  Vifcount,  and  give  battle  frequently  : 
“  when  you  have  rendered  your  army  fuperior  to 
“  that  of  the  enemy  both  as  to  the  number  and 
<c  goodnefs  of  troops,  and  when  you  are  mafter  of 
“  the  open  country,  the  villages  will  be  as  good 
tc  as  fortiSed  towns  to  you :  but  people  think  it 
“  more  honourable  to  take  a  ftrong  town,  than  to 
‘e  conquer  a  Province. 

The  vif-  *  The  Duke  of  Lorrain  being  perfuaded  that  if 
Franc  he -ErS  enter’d  Franche- Comte,  a  great  number  of  the 

Comre  and  Lor- 

the  King 

makes  him-  *  Moft  nffhe  fafts  in  this  hook  relating  to  the  war  are  taken  from  Fremont 
fe  r  mafter  d’ Ablancourt’s  Manufcript  Memoirs,  the  Abbot  Raguenet’s  Manufcript  hif- 
**•  tery,  and  the  V:fcr>unt’s  two  it  campaigns  .written  by  Defcha.r.ps,  which  were 

punted  1678,  three  years  after  the  Vifcount’s  death;  but,  we.  owe  to  the  Mar- 
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Lorrainers  would  foon  follow  him  thither,  took  the  An.  1674. 
field  about  the  beginning  of  May  with  two  thoufand 
horfe,  which  were  all  his  troops,  and  advanced  to 
Rhinfield  above  Bale,  where  he  propofed  to  crofs 
the  Rhine.  At  the  fame  time  the  Vifeount  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  Switzerland  with  two  regiments  of 
horfe  lately  levied  in  Alface  and  encamped  on  the 
tenth  of  May  at  Hefingen  a  village  a  league  from 
Bale  :  the  Magiftrates  of  that  town  encouraged  by 
his  prefence  refufed  to  grant  a  paiTage  to  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain,  who  continued  about  Rhinfeld  till  the 
fixth  of  June  without  doing  any  thing:  then  the 
Duke  feeing  that  the  King  was  matter  of  Franche 
Comte,  went  and  joined  Count  Caprara  near  Hei¬ 
delberg,  where  the  Duke  of  Bournonville  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  General  who  had  fet  out  from  Egra  was  to 
meet  them  with  a  confiderable  body  of  horfe  and 
foot. 

The  Vifeount  who  had  returned  from  Bale  tOTheVir- 
Hochfeld  near  Saverne  being  informed  of  their 
march  refolved  to  intercept  them  and  fight  them  be- march, 
fore  their  jundtion :  he  fent  orders  to  get  ready  a 
bridge  of  boats  at  Philipfburgh,  which  was  done  in 
three  days  j  he  gathered  together  the  cavalry  that 
were  in  quarters,  and  took  1 500  men  out  of  fix 
battalions  which  he  left  in  Alface,  fet  out  from 
Hochfeld  the  twelfth  of  June,  made  his  troops  12  jun* 
march  without  baggage  and  with  extraordinary  di¬ 
ligence,  and  patted  the  Rhine  at  Philipfburgh  on 
the  fourteenth  at  noon :  from  thence  he  took  fix 
pieces  of  canon  and  provifions  for  three  days,  car¬ 
ried  along  with  him  the  regiments  of  Bsaupres  and 
Calvo,  Fay’s  dragoons,  the  battalions  of  Douglas, 
du  Plefiis,  and  de  la  Ferte,  with  a  fourth  compofed 
of  the  companies  of  feveral  corps  under  the  name  of 

quis  d'lmecourt  Lieutenant  General  in  the  King’s  army  who  was  prefent  at  all 
thefe  adtions,  feveral  particulars  which  are  not  ellewhere  to  be  found. 

E  e  Picardie, 
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An  i674.Picardie,  which  were  all  encamped  at  Philipfburgh  : 
the  Vifcount  formed  his  vanguard  of  them  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  march  through  the  Palatinate.  The  fame 
day  that  he  pafled  the  river  he  defeated  and  took 
prifoners  200  of  the  Imperial  foot  after  a  very  fharp 
engagement  at  a  farm  called  Bruckhaufen  :  he  after¬ 
wards  routed  150  horfe  of  the  regiment  of  Prince 
Erneft  of  Brandenburgh-Bareith,  who  were  march¬ 
ing  to  fuftain  that  infantry,  and  at  night  he  arrived 
at  Hockenum  where  he  encamped  :  as  he  ftill  feared 
fome  furprize,  he  went  himfelf  and  viewed  the  ad¬ 
vanced  guards  at  night,  to  fee  if  all  the  men  were  in 
their  pods.  As  he  was  going  through  the  camp  he 
drew  near  a  tent  where  feveral  young  foldiers  who 
were  eating  together,  were  complaining  that  he  had 
made  them  make  fuch  a  long  march  to  no  purpofe : 
an  old  foldier  who  had  been  fo  lamed  in  the  adtion  of 
Bruckhaufen  that  he  could  not  raife  his  hand  to  his 
mouth,  anfwered  them :  “  Youdo  not  know  our  fa- 
“  ther  ;  he  would  not  have  expofed  us  to  fo  much  fa- 
“  tigue  if  he  had  not  fome  great  thing  in  view  which 
“  we  cannot  yet  find  out.  ”  The  young  foldiers  im¬ 
mediately  changed  their  note,  and  began  to  drink 
the  General’s  health:  The  Vifcount  afterwards  ac^ 
knowledged  that  he  had  never  felt  a  more  fenfible 
•:  June.  deafure.  The  fifteenth  of  June  Turenne  being  af- 
fiired  that  the  enemy  had  not  yet  paffed,  marched 
towards  Bretten  through  long  defiles  in  the  woods  : 
he  halted  at  noon  near  the  village  of  S.  Lene  and 
taking  his  rout  to  the  left,  went  and  encamped  at 
Vi  flock  a  final]  town  defended  by  200  men  of  the 
hi  if  or  Palatine’s,  fome  militia  and  a  great  num- 
ber  of  peafants  who  had  retired  thither:  the  Vif- 
ount  being  perfuaded  that  he  fhould  meet  the  ene¬ 
my  the  next  day,  would  not  attack  the  place,  and 
ought  it  more  proper  to  let  his  troops  reft  that 
ight :  they  had  marched  almoft  thirty  leagues  in 
hour  days,  that  is  from  Hochfeld  to  Wiflock,  where 
1  s  the 
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the  Vifcount  thought  he  fhould  afluredly  meet  the  An.  1674* 
enemy :  not  was  he  mi  (taken. 

By  break  of  day  he  continued  his  rout  towards  E-  The  fitua- 
pinghen  ;  after  four  or  five  hours  march  when  hej^^n'd  of 
had  pafied  the  village  of  Hoffen,  he  dilcovered  the  e-the  EmPe- 
nemy  between  eight  and  nine  in  the  morning,  on  anrorsfulces* 
eminence  beyond  Sintzheim  a  fmall  town  in  the  Pa* 
latinate  equally  didant  from  Philipfburgh  on  the 
Rhine  and  Hailbron  on  the  Neckar :  it  is  fituated  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Elfatz,  which  runs  to  the  right 
and  left  through  a  long  meadow  that  is  overlooked  by 
a  mountain  which  has  a  deep  afcent  towards  the  bot¬ 
tom,  but  a  very  eafy  one  towards  the  top ;  the  fummit 
is  a  plain  fhut  in  behind  by  a  great  wood,  and  large 
enough  to  contain  an  army  in  battalia  :  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  and  Count  Caprara’s  army  confided  of  4000 
Imperial  Cuiraffiers,  1000  Saxon  horfe,  2000  horfe 
of  Lorrain  and  2000  foot,  making  all  together  above 
9000  men.  They  immediately  took  podeflion  of 
an  old  abbey  fortified  like  a  cadle  and  fituated  be¬ 
tween  the  town  and  the  mountain :  they  then  fent 
the  regiment  of  Streing  with  400  dragoons  into  the 
town  whofe  walls  had  been  lately  repaired,  and  lad- 
ly  they  drew  up  their  army  on  the  top  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  in  two  lines,  the  fil'd  of  which  was  commanded 
by  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  and  the  fecond  by  Count 
Caprara  ;  thus  they  had  behind  them  a  great  wood  j 
their  right  was  fecured  by  the  cadle  and  town ;  their 
left  by  a  chain  of  deep  mountains  which  extended  a 
great  way  towards  Hailbron  •,  and  before  them  the 
river  Elfatz  formed  as  it  were  a  double  trench, 
which  it  was  necefiary  to  pafs  before  it  was  pofiible 
to  get  at  the  town  or  mountain. 

The  French  army  was  compofed  of  5000  horfe  - 
and  the  four  battalions  of  Douglas,  du  Pledis,  la  vifcoun's 
Ferte  and  Picardie  which  made  above  2000  men  •,  tr<"JPs,and, 

r  r  ^  J  1  1  r  1  •  difficulties  he 

or  1500  root  detached  from  the  regiments  or  had  to  con- 
Champagne,  Turenne,  Languedoc,  Burgundy,  Ha-iu«* 

Ee  2  milton 
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An.  1 674.  milton  and  Monmouth :  of  400  of  the  Queen’s  dra- 
goons  and  Fays  independent  troop  of  dragoons.  The 
two  armies  were  almoft  equal  in  number,  with  this 
difference,  that  the  French  had  more  infantry  and  the 
Germans  more  cavalry ;  but  the  Imperialifts  were 
much  more  advantageoufly  polled.  The  Vifcount 
having  entered  the  plain  ofSintzheim,  could  not  be¬ 
gin  the  attack  till  he  had  croffed  the  two  branches 
of  the  Elfatz,  where  there  were  no  bridges,  and  ta¬ 
ken  poffeffion  of  the  avenues  ofSintzheim  which  were 
full  of  gardens,  hedges  and  marfhes,  and  defended 
by  mufqueteers :  he  muft  then  take  the  town  and 
the  caftle  and  march  by  a  very  narrow  defile  on 
the  declivity  of  the  mountain  to  a  triangular  fpot  of 
ground  which  could  hardly  contain  feven  or  eight 
fquadrons  abreaft :  this  fpot  of  ground  grew  broad¬ 
er  in  the  afcent  towards  the  enemy,  but  it  was  dan¬ 
gerous  and  difficult  to  form  lines  fo  near  them  : 


befides  the  advantage  of  fituation,  Caprara’s  troops 
were  frefh,  had  come  from  good  quarters  and  made 
but  fmall  journeys  from  Hockenum  to  Sintzheim : 
but  the  Vifcount’s  foldiers  had  been  fatigued  during 
the  winter  and  had  marched  near  thirty  leagues  in 
four  days.  If  the  French  had  been  defeated  their 
retreat  would  have  been  dangerous  and  difficult  in 
an  enemy’s  country  covered  with  woods  and  full  of 
armed  peafants  ;  the  lofs  of  a  battle  in  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign  would  have  difhonoured  the  Gene¬ 
ral  and  difcouraged  the  foldiers.  The  Vifcount  faw 
in  a.  moment  all  thefe  obftacles  and  dangers  ;  but  he 
was  fenfi’ole  on  the  other  hand  how  much  he  hazard¬ 
ed  if  he  gave  the  Duke  of  Bournonville  time  to  join 
the  enemy,  and  how  glorious  it  would  be  to  open  the 
campaign  by  a  victory  over  the  braveft  of  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  troops  encamped  in  fo  advantageous  a  poll : 
thefe  confiderations  determined  him  to  offer  battle. 
All  the  cavalry  of  his  vanguard  were  already  in 


The  town 

and  caftle  the  plain  i  the  infantry  were  come  up,  and  fix 
tahen*  pieces 
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.pieces  of  canon,  which  were  all  his  artillery,  fired  An.  1674. 
from  time  to  time  acrofs  the  valley,  when  the,'x^Y'NJ 
enemy’s  fquadrons  came  to  reconnoitre.  All  the 
army  having  paffed,  the  Vifcount  immediately  de¬ 
tached  his  dragoons,  who  alighted  from  their  horfes, 
with  fome  infantry  fuflained  by  la  Ferte’s  grenadiers 
and  fifty  fufiliers  out  of  each  battalion,  to  attack  the 
avenues  of  Sintzheim.  Sefan,  Major  General  of  the 
army  and  the  Chevalier  d’  Hocquincourt  at  the  head 
of  the  dragoons  drove  the  enemy  from  the  banks  of 
the  river,  diflodged  them  from  the  vineyards,  the  gar¬ 
dens,  and  the  fuburbs,  and  were  expofed  to  the  fire 
from  the  walls  •,  but  in  lefs  than  an  hour  they  got  to 
the  brink  of  the  ditch  and  became  mailers  of  all  the 
places  about  the  town  :  the  enemy  threw  themfelves 
into  it  in  proportion  as  they  were  preffed,  and 
entrenched  themfelves  behind  the  gates  which  they 
barricaded  with  veffels  full  of  earth  and  beams  of  * 

timber  laid  acrofs.  The  dragoons  commanded  by 
the  Chevalier  d’  Hocquincourt  finding  the  bridge 
broken  down,  threw  themfelves  into  the  water  and 
paffed  the  ditch  :  the  attack  lafced  above  an  hour 
and  a  half ;  the  detachment  broke  down  one  of  the 
gates  of  the  town,  and  took  400  prifoners,  the  reft 
were  either  killed  or  put  to  flight.  The  vigorouf- 
nefs  of  this  adlion  fo  terrified  thofe  who  were  in  the 
caflle  that  they  abandoned  their  poft  and  fled  :  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain  immediately  fent  thither  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  infantry  :  but  a  detachment  from  that  of 
Champagne  had  already  taken  poffeffion  of  it,  and 
the  officer  who  advanced  at  the  head  of  the  enemy 
having  been  killed  the  reft  fled. 

The  Vifcount  being  thus  mafter  of  the  town  and  The  Vir- 
the  caftle,  polled  fome  infantry  there,  immediately^1^  t0. 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  vineyards  and  hedges  round  w*  &  the 
about,  then  diflodged  them  from  all  the  eminences  the 
between  the  caftle  and  the  Imperial  army,  poffdfed^emy  was. 
himfelf  of  the  two  fides  of  the  defile  and  lined  them 
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An.  1674.  with  mufqueteers ;  he  then  made  his  whole  army 
advance  the  troops  crofled  the  two  branches  of  the 
river  and  pafled  the  defile  without  oppofition  ;  as 
they  arrived  he  drew  them  up  in  order  of  battle  up¬ 
on  the  triangular  ground  which  was  enclofed  on  the 
right  by  a  vineyard,  and  on  the  left  by  a  long 
hedge :  he  had  already  thrown  into  the  vineyard, 
by  a  rideau  which  went  along  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  the  three  battalions  of  du  Plelfis,  Dou¬ 
glas  and  la  Ferte,  and  the  battalion  of  Picardy 
had  upon  going  out  of  the  defile  polled  itfelf  be¬ 
hind  the  great  hedge.  He  gave  the  command 
of  the  right  wing  to  the  Marquis  de  S.  Abre 
Lieutenant  General,  under  whom  Beauvefe  com¬ 
manded  the  cavalry,  the  Counts  de  Maulevrier  and 
de  Roye  ferved  as  Major-Generals,  my  Lord 
Douglas,  the  Chevalier  du  Pleffis  and  du  Piloy  as 
Brigadiers,  and  the  Chevalier  du  Bouillon  in  quality 
of  volunteer.  Lieutenant  General  Foucault,  who  was 
.  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  left  wing,  had  under  him  the 

Counts  d’ Auvergne  and  Marck  Major- Generals,  and 
my  Lord  Hamilton,  the  Chevaliers  d’Humieres  and 
Coulange  Brigadiers,  The  command  of the  Corps-de- 
referve  was  given  to  the  Marquis  de  Renty  :  the  Vif- 
countwastopofl  himfelf  in  the  center  and  had  for  Aid- 
de-camps  the  Marquis  d’Harcourt  afterwards  Mar- 
fhal  of  France,  the  Marquis  de  Ruvigny  afterwards 
my  Lord  Galloway:  Chevalier  de  Sillery  and  Silly 
Guenegaud. 

■The  battle  The  Vifcount  drew  up  his  cavalry  in  feveral  lines 

i}ein}DtZ"  anc^  P°fted  platoons  of  foot  between  the  fqua-* 
drons :  fcarce  had  he  formed  his  third  line,  when 
S.  Abre  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  firft,  advanced 
through  an  indifcreet  ardour  beyond  the  long  hedge 
and  vineyard  and  by  that  means  uncovered  his 
flanks :  the  enemy  feeing  that  imprudent  ftep,  fell 
upon  him,  hemrn’d  him  in,  broke  through  his 
line  and  put  it  in  great  diforder  s  but  the  Vifcount 

came 
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came  up  immediately  and  put  a  flop  to  the  confufi-  An 
on  :  the  feveral  platoons  of  foot  that  were  placed  ^ 
between  the  fquadrons  made  a  terrible  fire  upon 
the  Emperor’s  cuirafliers  and  ftopt  their  progrefs  : 
the  duft:  that  rofe  having  hindred  them  from  feeing 
the  diforder  into  which  they  had  put  the  firft:  line 
commanded  by  S.  Abre,  they  retired  and  drew  up 
in  battalia.  The  Vifcount  took  the  advantage  of 
that  moment  to  extend  his  lines  in  as  great  a  front  as 
thofe  of  the  enemy,  fo  that  he  had  eighteen  fqua¬ 
drons  in  his  firft:  line,  whereas  a  little  before  he  had 
only  eight :  he  then  advanced  towards  the  enemy 
with  his  cavalry  in  the  center  and  the  infantry  on  the 
two  wings,  which  came  from  the  hedge  on  the  left 
and  the  vineyard  on  the  right :  the  confiift  was 
fharp  •,  there  was  not  a  fquadron  but  charged  feve¬ 
ral  times ;  the  ftandards  and  colours  were  taken  and 
retaken  on  both  fides :  the  duft:  was  fo  great  that 
the  combatants  fcarcely  favv  one  another  •,  friends 
and  enemies  mixed  fometimes  without  knowing  each 
other,  and  without  being  able  to  rejoin  their  refpec- 
tive  corps  ;  the  confufton  encreafed  the  (laughter. 
The  Vifcount,  not  contented  with  going  amidft:  the 
ranks  and  encouraging  the  foldiers  by  his  voice  and 
gefture,  animated  them  by  his  example,  gave  his  or¬ 
ders  every  where  with  tranquillity,  threw  himfelf  a- 
mong  the  Imperialifts  and  was  more  than  half  an  hour 
in  the  midft:  of  the  Emperor’s  cuirafliers  :  the  enemy 
rally’d  feveral  times,  but  were  ftill  broken  and  re- 
pulfed.  The  Duke  of  Lorrain  and  Count  Caprara  fee  ¬ 
ing  that  the  French  army  had  gained  ground,  thought 
it  proper  to  retire,  and  made  the  fecond  line  draw 
oft  towards  the  wood,  while  the  firft:  fuftained  the 
fnock  of  the  French ;  at  length  the  heat  of  the  battle 
abating  on  both  fides,  the  enemy  taking  advantage 
of  the  cloud  of  duft  moved  with  their  left  wing  to¬ 
wards  the  v/ood,  and  threw  themfelves  into  the  de¬ 
file  which  crofted  it :  fome  fquadrons  made  a  Hand 
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An.  1674.  in  the  rear  to  cover  their  retreat,  but  after  a  flight 
SSIT'*'  difcharge  they  followed  the  reft,  and  difappeared  in 
an  inftant.  The  Vifcount  having  viewed  the  borders 
of  the  wood,  pulhed  the  Imperialifts  in  perfon  for 
fome  time  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  cavalry  :  as-  the 
enemy  divided  themfelves  in  feveral  roads  in  a  co¬ 
vered  and  uneven  country,  and  as  his  infantry  was 
fatigued  by  a  long  battle  after  a  wearifome  march, 
he  contented  himfelf  with  detaching  the  Marquis  de 
Renty  with  400  horfe  to  purfue  the  runaways,  and 
returned  to  the  field  of  battle,  where  he  found  his 
troops  in  as  good  order  as  if  they  had  not  fought. 
The  principal  Officers,  the  Colonels,  and  feveral 
others,  went  and  congratulated  him  on  the  fuccefs 
which  they  acknowledged  was  entirely  owing  to  his 
prudent  conduft  :  he  anfwered  them,  'That  with 
foldiers  like  them  a  man  ought  to  attack  with  boldnefs , 
hecaufe  he  was  fure  to  conquer. 

The  pprfuit  The  Marquis  de  Renty  clofely  followed  the  ene- 
with  the™7  my  to  Hailbron,  where  he  underftood  that  they  had 
number  of  pafted  in  feveral  corps  the  fords  between  that  town 

the  dead  and  1  ,  -,-T.  r  ,  .  1  ,  ,,  ,  .  ? 

mounded,  and  V  impfen  :  tneir  baggage  had  marched  in  the 
morning,  and  a  part  of  their  troops  had  begun  the 
fame  rout  before  the  end  of  the  battle  ;  the  reft  took 
the  road  to  Heidelberg,  fo  that  the  detachment 
could  not  come  up  with  them.  They  retreated  in 
filch  a  fright,  that  feveral  of  them  not  thinking 
themfelves  fife  after  palling  the  Neckar,  went  a- 
bove  fixteen  leagues  farther,  and  did  not  flop  till  they 
got  to  Frankfort.  The  battle,  with  the  adtions  that 
preceded  it,  lafted  near  four  hours :  the  French  loft 
Coulanges  and  Rochefort,  two  Colonels  of  horfe, 
near  180  fubaltern  officers,  and  about  1100  common 
foldiers :  the  Marquis  de  S.  Abre,  the  Chevalier 
de  Sillery  and  Beauvefe  were  mortally  wounded  ; 
the  Chevalier  de  Bouillon,  the  Count  de  la  Marck,  the 
Marquiffes  d’Aubeterre  and  la  Salle,  and  moft  of 
the  fubaltern  officers  were  likewife  wounded.  On 
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the  enemy’s  fide  there  were  near  2000  killed,  five  An.  1674. 
or  fix  hundred  taken  prifoners  together  with  feveral 
ftandards,  kettle-drums,  and  40  waggons  loaded 
with  baggage.  After  the  battle  the  Vifcount 
having  got  together  his  horfe,  paffed  the  wood 
with  all  his  army,  and  encamped  at  night  near 
Weibftat,  a  fmall  town  in  the  Bifhoprick  of  Spires, 
where  the  foldiers  were  very  well  refrefhed  after 
their  fatigue.  The  next  day  the  army  returned  and 
encamped  at  Sintzheim  in  a  valley  along  the  brook, 
where  they  had  leifure  to  examine  the  field  of  battle, 
and  to  know  better  than  in  the  fight  itfelf  how  ad- 
vantageoufly  the  enemy  had  been  fituated,  the  diffi¬ 
culty  there  was  in  marching  up  to  them,  and  the 
particulars  of  an  adtion  that  was  performed  with  fo 
much  condudl  and  valour. 

The  enemy  having  been  chafed  beyond  theThe7:f- 

#  w  count  s 

Neckar,  the  Vifcount  thought  proper  to  repals  the  marches  and 
Rhine  in  order  to  obferve  the  motions  they  might 
make  towards  France,  and  at  the  fame  time  fubfift  this  and  the 
his  army  in  the  moll  plentiful  parts  of  the  Palati-  ^e^fneeof 
nate :  he  immediately  fent  fome  horfe  to  pillage 
Wifiock,  marched  to  Mingelfheim,  where  the 
army  ftayed  two  days,  eroded  the  Rhine  at  Philipf- 
burgh,  where  he  left  the  four  battalions  he  had  ta¬ 
ken  from  thence,  and  went  and  encamped  at  La- 
chen,  a  great  village  in  a  very  fruitful  plain  a  league 
and  a  half  from  the  town  of  Neuftadt,  which  affords 
provifions  and  wine  in  abundance.  The  army  re¬ 
ceived  there  a  reinforcement  of  fixteen  battalions, 

6000  horfe  in  four  brigades,  and  two  regiments  of  the 
King’s  and  Queen’s  dragoons,  fo  that  it  amounted 
to  16000  men.  The  Vifcount  during  his  flay  at 
Lachen,  detached  feveral  parties  on  bothfides  of  the 
Rhine  to  learn  news  of  the  enemy,  went  to  view  the 
paffages  thro’  the  mountains,  fpread  abroad  reports 
of  his  going  upon  feveral  enterprizes,  and  the  3d 
of  July,  after  a  feign’d  march  towards  KeyferJoutre 
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An,  1674.  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain,  he  made  the  army 
advance  ftrait  to  Philipfburgh,  again  palled  the 
Rhine  there,  took  with  him  the  four  battalions 
and  twenty  pontoons,  and  went  and  encamped  the 
fame  day  at  Hockenum.  On  the  morrow  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  march  towards  the  Neckar,  and  leaving 
Heidelberg  on  the  right,  which  town  faluted  him 
with  fome  difcharges  of  canon,  he  arrived  by  eleven 
in  the  morning  at  the  village  of  Weiblingen  on  the 
Neckar  a  league  and  a  half  from  Ladembourg. 
ot'^Bournon-  -After  the  rout  of  Sintzheim,  the  Imperialifts 
viiie  joins  having  got  together  their  army  at  Heidelberg, 
the  Duke  of  marcpec}  towards  Worms  they  had  encreafed  their 
Count  Ca-  number  by  the  junction  of  the  Duke  of  Bournon- 
ville’s  troops.  They  amounted  in  all  to  13  or 
14000  men,  and  came  and  polled  themfelves  on 
the  Neckar,  having  the  town  of  Ladembourg  on 
their  left  and  Manheim  on  their  right.  Being  en¬ 
camped  on  the  banks  of  the  river  five  days  before 
the  Vifcount’s  arrival,  they  had  call  up  entrench¬ 
ments  at  the  ford  of  Ladembourg,  eredted  batteries, 
and  taken  all  neceffary  precautions  to  hinder  the 
French  from  pafling.  While  the  Vifcount  was  at 
Weiblingen,  a  falfe  alarm  was  given  in  the  night 
time  •,  he  mounted  his  horfe,  went  himfelf  to  the 
head  of  the  camp,  and  encouraged  the  foldiers  with 
thefe  words.  What,  my  children ,  are  you  afraid 
•where  I  am  ?  The  next  day  he  made  fome  fqua*. 
drons  crofs  the  river,  lent  parties  to  obferve  the 
enemy’s  camp,  and  was  informed  of  their  flrength 
and  fituation  by  fome  troopers  who  were  taken 
prifoners.  The  Dukes  of  Lorrain  and  Bournon- 
ville  aflonifhed  at  his  boldnefs,  retired  without  op- 
pofing  his  pahage  :  they  firft  fent  away  the  troops 
of  the  Palatinate  to  poft  themfelves  at  Manheim, 
then  their  baggage  and  infantry  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  in  the  beginning  of  the  night  made  the  reft 
of  .their  army  decamp',  they  took  the  great  road 

called 
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called  Berflras,  which  leads  to  Frankfort.  As  theAn.  1674. 
town  of  Ladembourg  and  the  defiles  hindred  the 
Vifcount  from  feeing  their  motions,  he  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  their  retreat  till  two  hours  after :  he  imme¬ 
diately  detached  the  Count  de  Roye  with  1 400  horfe 
and  600  dragoons  to  purfue  them  :  Roye  marched 
till  nine  in  the  morning,  and  halted  near  Zuingem- 
berg.  Du  Repaire,  whom  he  had  fent  before  with 
200  horfe,  having  paffed  a  defile,  croffed  a  great 
plain,  and  perceived  behind  an  eminence  which 
bounded  it  a  guard  of  60  of  the  enemy’s  troopers, 
who  made  off  at  his  approach  •,  Du  Repaire  pufhed 
them,  got  to  the  top  of  another  rifing  ground,  and 
faw  all  the  enemy’s  rear,  who  had  flopped  in  or¬ 
der  to  bait :  at  the  fame  time  he  was  attacked 
by  3  or  400  horfe,  which  obliged  him  to  give 
ground,  but  the  Count  de  Roye  having  fent  a  detach¬ 
ment  to  fupport  him,  the  Imperial  horfe  retired  as 
fall  us  they  had  come  on  :  each  party  had  about  12 
or  15  killed,  and  the  French  took  prifoner  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant.  Du  Repaire  rejoined  the  Count  de  Roye, 
who  not  thinking  it  proper  to  pafs  the  defile,  and 
engage  in  an  unequal  fight  fo  far  from  the  army, 
returned  to  the  Vifcount.  The  feveral  parties  that 
had  been  detached  to  obferve  the  enemy’s  motions, 
reported  that  the  Imperial  army  had  in  all  hafte  for¬ 
ded  the  Main,  and  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  in¬ 
fantry  not  being  able  to  follow,  were  fcattered  in 
the  woods  and  on  the  mountains  which  were  along 
the  road. 

The  ninth  of  July,  the  French  army  came  and^^'.t 
encamped  at  Gros-Saxon  a  league  from  Ladem-0f  theTnhl- 
bourg,  and  Marfhal  Turenne  being  mafter  of  the  p‘|"t'sn°jethe 
Palatinate  by  the  retreat  of  the  Imperialifts,  let  his  and  of  the 
troops  live  there  at  difcretion  *,  they  confumed  in  a®”8^ 
month  the  forrage  and  harveft  of  the  country  •,  foarmy. 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  the  enemy  to  fubfift  there. 

Moll  of  the  peafants  abandoned  their  houfes  and  left 

the 
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An.  1674- the  country  •,  but  to  revenge  themfelves  for  the  mi- 
feries  they  buffered  by  war,  before  their  departure 
they  exercifed  all  manner  of  cruelties  on  thofe  foldi- 
ers  of  the  French  army  that  they  could  furprife  j 
they  burnt  fome  at  a  flow  fire,  and  hung  up  others 
with  their  heads  downwards,  and  left  them  to  die 
in  that  manner  :  they  tore  out  the  heart  and  entrails 
of  others,  put  out  their  eyes,  and  having  maimed 
them  after  different  ways,  they  expofed  them  in  the 
high  roads.  The  French  army  faw  thofe  fpebtacles 
in  feveral  places  in  their  march.  The  Englifli  pro¬ 
voked  at  this  inhumanity,  gave  themfelves  up  to 
their  refentment,  went  like  madmen  with  torches 
in  their  hands,  and  burnt  a  great  many  boroughs 
and  villages,  and  even  fome  fmall  towns :  their  re¬ 
venge  was  fo  fudden,  that  the  officers  could  not  re- 
ftrain  them  j  and  had  not  the  threats  and  orders  of 
Turenne  put  a  flop  to  their  fury  they  would  havQ 
laid  wade  the  whole  Country  :  he  exemplarily  pu- 
niflied  thofe  who  began  the  burning,  tho’  they  were 
the  bravefl  foldiers  of  his  army.  He  could  not 
condemn  them  to  death  without  doing  great  violence 
to  himfelf  >,  but  as  the  maintaining  of  difcipline  was 
concerned,  he  made  clemency  give  place  to  feverity. 
The  Eteftor  Louis  Elector  Palatine  fecond  coufin  to  the  Vifcount 
a  chaii“ngeds being  exceedingly  enraged  at  the  devaluation  of  his 
to  the  vif-  territories  fent  him  a  trumpet  with  the  following  letter. 

44  The  burning  of  my  towns  and  villages, 
wrhich  a  letter  from  one  of  your  domefticks  as 
44  well  as  accounts  from  other  hands,  give  me 
44  ground  to  believe  was  done  by  your  orders,  is  a 
44  thing  fo  extraordinary  and  fo  unworthy  of  a 
44  perfon  of  your  quality,  that  I  am  at  lofs  to  find 
44  out  the  reafon  of  it:  every  body  is  the  more  afto- 
niffied  at  this  manner  of  acting  as  you  did  not 
uie  the  like  even  before  your  converfion,  in  fe¬ 
veral  campaigns  which  you  made  in  this  coun¬ 
try  agiinft  enemies  who  were  not  your  relations : 


count 
The  Elec¬ 
tor’s  letter  to  1  4 
the  Vif¬ 
count. 
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“  as  for  me,  tho’  I  might  have  expected  no  lefsAn.  1674, 
“  after  the  diforders  which  the  troops  under  your 
“  command  committed  in  my  territories  the  halt: 

“  year,  when  you  marched  through  them  as  a 
“  friend,  yet  I  cannot  help  being  furprized  at  a 
“  procedure  fo  little  conformable  to  the  laws  of  war 
“  amongft  Chriftians,  and  to  the  aflurances  you 
“  have  fo  often  given  me  of  your  friendfhip  :  it 
“  appears  to  me  that  at  the  word  peopte 
“  do  not  fet  fire  to  any  place,  but  fuch  as  re- 
“  fufe  to  pay  contribution,  and  you  know  that  you 
“  never  demanded  it  of  thofe  which  you  have  re- 
“  duced  to  allies.  Several  of  your  prifoners  have 
“  allured  me  that  you  did  it  to  revenge  your  lelf  on 
“  my  peafants,  who  were  reported  to  have  maimed 
“  the  dead  bodies  of  your  foldiers  whom  they 
“  found  ;  but  as  my  peafants  were  never  known  to 
“  have  committed  fuch  barbarities  before,  it  is 
“  more  probable  that  they  have  been  done  by  the 
“  prifoners  which  you  carried  from  the  Bifhopricks 
“  of  Strafburgh  and  Spires,  who  perhaps  were  glad 
“  oi  furnifhing  you  with  this  pretence  of  revenge. 

“  But  granting  that  it  had  been  my  fubjedts,  I  can- 
“  not  lee  how  the  inhumanity  of  fome  private  men, 

“  which  I  would  have  feverely  punifhed  had  I 
“  known  the  authors  of  it,  could  have  obliged  you 
“  to  ruin  fo  many  innocent  families,  and  confume 
“  even  the  very  churches  of  your  own  religion. 

“  Adtions  fo  contrary  to  the  improvement  you  pre- 
“  tend  to  have  made  in  the  pradtice  of  Chriftianity 
“  by  your  converfion,  make  me  believe  that  they 
“  proceed  from  fome  prejudice  or  fpite  you  have 
“  conceived  againlt  me-,  but  it  would  have  been  eafy 
“  for  you  to  have  taken  latisfadtion  of  me  by  ways 
“  more  ufual  amongft  men  of  honour.  I  doubt 
“  not  but  that  while  you  are  making  no  attempts 
“  but  upon  the  miferable,  the  Molt  Chriftian 
“  King  will  allow  you  time  to  -  right  yourfelf 

“  by 
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An.  1674.  44  by  a  more  generous  method  than  that  of  the 
44  ruin  of  my  poor  fubjedts,  and  that  you  will  not 
“  fail  to  acquaint  me  by  the  bearer,  of  the  time,  the 
44  place  and  the  manner  in  which  we  fhall  take  fa- 
44  tisfadtion  of  each  other  :  I  do  not  afk  this  of  you 
44  out  of  a  romantick  humour,  or  the  vanity 
44  of  perhaps  receiving  a  refufal,  but  from  a  defire 
44  of  revenge  which  I  owe  to  my  Country,  fee- 
44  ing  I  cannot  at  prefent  take  it  at  the  head  of 
44  an  army  equal  to  yours,  and  becaufe  any  other 
44  vengeance  from  heaven  upon  you  may  not  be  fo 
44  fudden  as  that  which  you  may  meet  with  from 
44  my  hand  :  I  promife  my  felf  in  this  rencounter, 
4  4  that  that  Country  which  was  formerly  an  afylum 
44  to  your  deceafed  father,  my  Great  Uncle,  in  his 
44  misfortunes,  will  be  the  witnefs  of  your  repen- 
44  tance  as  it  has  been  of  your  outrage  and  cruelty. 
44  Signed  Charles  Louis  Eledtor  Palatin. 

The  Vifcount  immediately  returned  this  anfwer 
by  the  fame  trumpet. 

TheVif-  44  I  have  received  the  letter  your  Electoral  High- 
an-  nefs  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  ;  I 
44  can  afiure  you  that  the  burning  of  fome  of  your 
44  villages  was  without  my  order,  and  that  the  foldiers 
44  who  found  their  comrades  killed  after  a  very 
44  ftrange  manner,  did  it  at  hours  when  they  could 
44  not  be  hindered.  When  your  Eledloral  Highnefs 
44  fhall  be  fufficiently  informed  of  the  fadt,  I  doubt 
44  not  but  you  will  continue  to  honour  me  with  a 
44  fhare  in  your  favour,  fince  I  have  done  nothing 
44  that  can  be  a  reafon  for  depriving  me  of  it. 

The  moderation  and  prudence  of  this  anfwer 
brought  the  Eledlor  into  temper :  he  enquired  into 
the  fadt,  found  it  fuch  as  the  Vifcount  had  repre- 
fented  it,  and  was  afham’d  of  having  been  fo  much 
TteW-  tfanfported  by  paffion. 

count’s  pa-  The  army  having  confumed  the  forrage,  and  all 
remai  af-  that  could  be  of  ufe  to  the  enemy  in  that  part  of  the 

leftion  to  '  *  x  p  , 

the  foldiers.  iraia- 
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Palatinate  which  is  on  the  right  of  the  Rhine,  Tu-An.  1674. 
renne  repaired  the  river  at  Philipfburgh  on  the  2  8th'-/^Y>0 
of  July,  and  went  to  that  which  is  on  the  left  to  do 
the  fame  there.  He  firft  encamped  at  Lachem, 
half  a  league  from  Neuftadt,  and  afterwards  near 
Landau  and  WeifTembourg,  where  he  continued 
above  a  month.  During  his  flay  there,  a  dyfente- 
ry  got  into  the  army,  and  on  that  occafion  the 
Vifcount  ffiewed  how  far  his  kindnefs  for  them  ex¬ 
tended  :  the  beft  father  never  was  at  more  pains  to 
have  his  children  cured  •,  he  let  no  day  pafs  without 
vifiting  the  lick  •,  he  fupported  them  by  his  libera¬ 
lities,  fupplied  all  their  wants,  and  converfed  with 
them  with  a  noble  familiarity.  When  he  wanted 
money  on  thefe  occafions,  he  borrowed  of  the  firft 
officer  he  met,  defiring  him  to  receive  payment  of 
his  Steward :  The  Steward  fufpefting  that  fome- 
times  they  afked  more  than  they  had  lent  his  mafter, 
reprefented  to  him  that  for  the  future  he  fhould 
give  bills  to  thofe  of  whom  he  borrowed :  “  No 
“  no,  faid  the  Vifcount,  give  all  they  afk  of  you  ; 

“  it  is  impoffible  an  officer  fhould  demand  a  fum 
<c  which  he  has  not  lent,  unlefs  he  be  in  great  want, 

“  and  in  that  cafe  it  is  but  juft  to  affift  him.”  This 
conduit  filled  the  foldiers  with  love  and  refpeit  for 
him  :  when  he  was  walking  at  the  head  of  the  camp 
they  would  come  from  their  polls  to  look  at  him,  and 
would  fay  to  one  another,  Our  father  is  in  good 
health ,  we  have  nothing  to  fear. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Emperor’s  army  which  had  The  eonfe* 
continued  for  a  month  paft,  between  Mentz  and  ^Rhine. 
Frankfort,  was  encreafed  by  the  junction  of  the 
troops  of  Zel,  Wolfembuttle,  Saxony,  Hefie, 
Munfter,  Cologne,  Triers,  Lunenburgh,  and 
fome  Circles  of  the  Empire.  The  Duke  of  Bournon- 
ville  the  leader  of  the  Imperial  army  had  under  him 
Prince  Herman  de  Baden,  General  of  the  artillery, 
and  Count  Caprara  j  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  com¬ 
manded 


432'  The  History  of  the  Book  VI. 

An.  1674.  manded  his  own  troops,  as  did  the  Eledtor  Pala- 
tine,  the  Duke  of  Holftein-Ploem  led  thofe  of 
Lunenbourg.  Thefe  fix  Generals  having  held  a 
council  of  war,  refolved  to  force  the  bridge  of 
Mentz  •,  they  palfed  it  on  the  firft  of  September, 
marched  up  the  Rhine,  and  encamped  between 
Spires  and  Philipfburgh,  extending  themfelves  from 
Duttenhoven  to  Mechterlheim. 

Louvois  As  foon  as  it  was  known  in  France  that  the  Im- 
vtfcount's  Periahfts  had  paffed  the  Rhine  with  an  army  of 
rondoa,  35000  men,  Louvois  could  not  help  blaming  the 
Vifcount’s  conduit  and  imprudence,  and  remon- 
ftrated  the  neceffity  there  was  of  making  the.  army 
retire  into  Lorrain  to  cover  that  Province.  The 
King  fent  preffing  orders  to  the  General  command¬ 
ing  him  to  quit  Alface  ;  but  Turenne  feeing  at  one 
view  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  repre- 
fented  to  the  King  the  danger  there  would  be  in 
leaving  the  banks  of  the  Rhine.  “  The  enemy, 
“  faid  he  in  his  letter,  how  numerous  foever  their 
<e  troops  be,  cannot  think  of  any  other  enterprize 
“  this  feafon,  but  that  of  making  me  leave  the 
“  Province  I  am  in,  they  having  neither  provifions, 
“  nor  the  means  of  palling  into  Lorrain  till  I  be 
“  driven  from  Alface  :  if  I  go  away  of  my  own 
<c  accord,  as  your  Majefty  orders  me,  I  fhall  do 
“  what  perhaps  they  would  find  difficult  to  make 
“  me  do  :  when  a  General  has  a  reafonable  num- 
“  ber  of  troops,  he  needs  never  quit  a  country, 
<c  tho’  the  enemy  has  a  great  many  more:  I  am 
“  perfuaded  that  it  would  be  lefs  prejudicial  to  your 
“  Majefty’s  intereft  that  I  loft  a  battle,  than  that  I 
“  abandoned  Alface  and  repaired  the  mountains ; 
“  in  this  cafe  Philipfburgh  and  Brifac  would  foon 
“  be  obliged  to  furrender  •,  the  Imperialifts  would 
“  take  pofieffion  of  all  the  country  from  Mentz  to 
“  Bale,  and  perhaps  immediately  carry  the  war 
“  into  Franche- Comte,  from  thence  into  Lorrain, 

“  and 
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and  come  and  ravage  Champagne  :  I  know  the  An.  1674. 
“  ftrength  of  the  Imperial  army,  the  Generals  that 
“  command  it,  and  the  cpuntry  I  am  in  ;  I  take 
“  all  upon  my  felf,  and  will  anfwer  for  the  event.5* 

The  King  who  knew  the  Vifcount’s  firmnefs,  and 
how  little  he  was  given  to  be  prefuming,  trailed 
entirely  to  his  capacity  and  experience,  fent  him  a 
reinforcement  of  eight  battalions,  left  him  at  liberty 
to  do  as  he  plea  fed,  and  Louvois  was  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  the  King’s  orders.  The  courie  of  the 
campaign  juftffied  the  Vifcount,  and  the  Minifter 
himfelf  admired  his  able  management. 

The  confederates  being  {fill  encamped  in  the  fame  The  Vir- 
place,  began  to  make  a  bridge  of  boats  near  the  vil-  p^psbiSrgh 
lage  of  Louden,  two  leagues  from  Philipsburgh,  in  a  condition 
and  made  as  if  they  defigned  to  befiege  that  town.otdefence* 
As  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  was  bringing  them 
a  reinforcement  of  20000  men,  it  was  not  doubted 
but  they  would  undertake  the  fiege  after  that  juncti¬ 
on  :  all  neceffary  precautions  weie  taken  to  defend 
Philipsburgh  •,  the  body  of  the  town  was  fortified 
with  feven  faced  bullions,  encompafled  with  a  large 
ditch  full  of  water,  and  furrounded  on  all  hands  by 
moraffes,  except  two  avenues  where  a  counter¬ 
guard  and  two  half  moons  were  built :  a  great  horn- 
work  was  immediately  made  towards  the  Rhine, 
and  nothing  was  forgot  that  could  contribute  to 
a  long  defence :  the  garrifon  which  ordinarily 
confifted  of  1800  men,  was  encleafed  with  four 
troops  of  dragoons,  and  the  independent  companies 
of  the  Commandant  and  Major  :  four  battalions  and 
two  regiments  encamped  under  the  canon,  of  which 
there  were  70  pieces,  and  there  Was  abundance  of 
provifions  and  ammunition  in  the  town.  Du  Fay 
commanded  the  troops  within,  Villedieu  the  batta¬ 
lions  without,  and  the  Count  de  Maulevrier  gave 
orders  to  both  as  Major  General. 

F  f  The 
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An.  1674.  The  French  army  encreafed  daily  by  the  reinforce- 
ments  which  the  King  fent,  and  amounted  ta.up- 
riaiifts  pafs  wards  of  20000  men.  The  Vifcount  underftanding 
without  "da  r- 11  ^at  the  enemy’s  bridge  was  finifhed,  detached  the 
ingtoad-  Baron  de  Montclar,  with  i2oohorfe,  and  500  dra- 
Airace."t0  Soons  to  take  a  near  view  of  the  enemy,  made  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  500  foot  commanded  by  Churchill  an 
Englifh  Colonel,  afterwards  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
advance  to  the  defile  of  Rhinzabern,  and  fent  to  the 
Count  de  Maulevrier  to  fire  fix  canon  fhot  from 
Philipfburgh  when  the  enemy  paffed  the  Rhine,  to 
ferve  as  a  fignal  for  Montclar  to  charge  their  rear, 
and  for  Churchill  to  advance  to  fuftain  him.  He  at 
the  fame  time  ordered,  that  if  the  enemy  inftead  of 
eroding  the  river  fhould  march  towards  the  French 
army,  only  four  canon  fhould  be  fired,  to  give  no¬ 
tice  to  Montclar  and  Churchill  to  return  to  the 
camp.  This  defign,  tho’  well  concerted,  did  not 
fucceed :  the  Count  de  Maulevrier  did  all  he  could  to 
know  when  the  enemy  paffed  the  Rhine  *,  but  the 
fituation  of  the  two  places  hindred  him  from  feeing 
the  true  condition  of  their  bridge,  and  from  know¬ 
ing  the  time  of  their  paffing :  their  camp  was  inac- 
ceffible,  two  rivers  covered  it  on  the  right,  morafi- 
fes  and  woods  on  the  left,  the  Rhine  behind  and 
defiles  before  :  Montclar  went  up  and  down  three 
whole  days  without  being  able  to  difeover  any  thing. 
The  Imperialifts  paffed  the  Rhine  the  21ft  of 
the  month,  and  the  Count  de  Maulevrier  did  not 
know  it  till  a  little  after  •,  he  however  gave  the  fig¬ 
nal,  and  Montclar  arrived  in  their  camp  which  he 
found  on  fire. 

‘The  Vif-  The  Vifcount  fent  orders  to  prepare  the  bridge  of 
to’parfaicof  Philipfburgh  immediately,  and  to  the  Count  de 
them  in  Maulevrier  to  take  600  men  of  the  regiments  of 
know Thdr  du  Pleffis  and  la  Ferte  with  the  Commandant’s  dra- 
defign.  goons,  and  go  and  feize  the  bridge  and  caftle  of 
Graben  two  leagues  from  Philipfburgh  in  the  way 
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to  Dourlach  :  his  defign  was  to  flop  the  enemy  there,  An.  1674.’ 
to  cut  off  their  way  to  Strasburgh,  and  to  make  them  ''AV 
ftay  in  a  clofe  country  without  fubfiftence,  where 
he  hoped  to  fight  them  to  advantage.  The  Count 
de  Maulevrier  having  marched  through  a  very  dif¬ 
ficult  defile  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  the  night 
near  Graben  •,  but  he  found  the  enemy  already  en¬ 
camped  there,  and  therefore  he  retired  to  Philipf- 
burgh.  He  learned  by  the  way,  that  the  corps 
polled  at  Graben  was  a  detachment  of  5000  horfe 
commanded  by  Count  Caprara,  who  had  orders 
to  advance  with  all  expedition  to  the  bridge  of 
Strasburgh,  and  there  wait  for  the  reft  of  the  ar¬ 
my.  Hence  it  was  that  the  enemy  had  palled 
the  Rhine  near  Spire,  in  hopes  of  repairing  it  at 
Strasburgh.  The  Vifcount  had  forefeen  it,  but  lie 
thought  that  that  town  which  had  fo  many  rea- 
fons  to  obferve  a  neutrality,  and  which  could  not 
allow  the  enemy  to  pafs  without  expofing  her  felf 
to  the  King’s  refentments,  would  not  grant  the  con¬ 
federates  a  paflage  which  it  had  never  done  to  any 
party  during  the  great  wars  in  Germany,  and  which 
fhe  had  refufed  the  Imperialifts  the  fpring  before. 

The  confederate  Generals  having  neverthelefsTh?  Count 
made  divers  attempts  to  obtain  a  pafiage;  the 
Count  de  Hohenloe,  who  had  undertaken  that  n|ro-iubitamsof* 
tiation,  not  being  able  to  perfuade  the  magiftrates,Strail^ur£fl, 
had  given  money  to  the  people  in  order  to  gain 
them,  and  had  ufed  all  his  efforts  to  revive  the  an- 
tient  hatred  of  the  citizens  to  France.  He  had  re- 
prefented  to  them,  that  fince  the  King’s  conquefts, 

Alface  was  under  oppreftion,  its  towns  difmantled 
and  deprived  of  their  privileges ;  that  Strasburgh 
might  expedt  the  fame  treatment  if  Louis  XIV. 
fhould  become  mailer  of  it ;  that  the  greateft  Princes 
of  the  Empire  were  ready  to  pafs  the  Rhine  with  an 
army  of  60,000  men  to  defend  their  liberty  ;  that  a 
handful  of  French  concealed  in  the  lower  Alface 
.  F  f  2  could 
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An.  1674.  could  never  Hand  before  fuch  united  forces  •,  that  vie- 
tory  was  certain,  and  that  it  would  be  followed  by 
the  recovery  of  Franche-Comte  and  Lorrain.  Thefe 
repeated  difeourfes  had  produced  their  effedl,  the 
people  had  mutiny’d,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the 
bridge,  and  promifed  to  grant  a  paffage  to  the  con¬ 
federates. 

The  Vif-  The  Vifcount  being  informed  of  Hohenloe’s  folici- 
theMaTquis  tations,  reprefented  to  the  magiftrates  the  misfortunes 
deVaubrun  to  which  they  expofed  themfelves  by  breaking  the 
inhabitants  neutrality  at  fuch  a  conjuncture  •,  they  anfwered, 
ofstraiburgh  that  they  would  never  break  their  promife,  but  could 
not  be  refponfible  for  the  people.  The  Vifcount 
feeing  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  by  negoti¬ 
ations  detached  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun  Lieutenant 
General  (whofe  courage  and  talents  in  war  he  knew) 
with  two  battalions,  5  or  600  horfe,  500  dragoons, 
and  fome  pieces  of  canon,  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the 
fort  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  on  this  fide  of  the  Rhine, 
and  to  affure  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  had  no  other  defign  but  to  preferve 
the  neutrality,  and  that  he  would  pay  even  the  leaft 
damage  his  troops  fhould  do. 

yhe vif-  Strasburgh  is  fituated  near  the  Rhine  on  the 
Arches  to  river  Bl,  which  runs  almoft  parallel  to  the  Rhine, 
^aids  straf-  falls  into  it  at  Wantzenau,  a  league  and  a  half  below 
fcvgfe.  Strasburgh,  and  forms  a  great  ifle  called  Rubertzaw, 
where  there  is  a  bridge  whofe  head  is  defended  by  a 
fort.  The  Marquis  de  Vaubrun  having  made  his 
troops  pafs  over  into  the  ifle  by  feveral  fords  of  the 
river  Ill,  viewed  the  fort,  and  acquainted  the  Vif¬ 
count  that  he  might  go  thither  without  being  incom¬ 
moded  by  the  town.  Turenne  fet  out  himfelf  to  go 
*ept.  24.  and  join  Vaubrun,  left  in  the  camp  at  Winden  the 
main  body  of  his  army  under  the  command  of  the 
Count  de  Lorge  and  Foucault  Lieutenant  Generals, 
with  orders  to  follow  him  the  next  day,  and  took 
with  him  only  1200  foot.  He  arrived  in  the  Mar¬ 
quis 
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quis  de  Vaubrun’s  camp  on  the  25th  of  September  An.  1674.' 
at  feven  in  the  morning,  and  found  that  inftead  of 
taking  the  fort,  he  had  buffered  himfelf  to  be  amuf- 
ed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Strafburgh  who  had  deceived 
him.  Yaubrun  propofed  to  attack  the  fort,  but  it 
was  now  too  late  •,  the  Vifcount  was  informed  that 
the  town  was  already  full  of  Imperialifts,  and  that 
Count  Merci,  fon  to  the  great  General  of  that 
name,  having  taken  pofieffion  of  the  fort  with  a  body 
of  dragoons,  the  Imperialifts  were  intirely  matters 
of  the  place.  The  Vifcount  made  his  troops  repafs 
the  Ill  towards  the  evening,  and  going  down  the 
river  crofted  the  Suvel,  continued  in  order  of  battle 
on  the  other  fide  till  morning,  viewed  the  ground 
and  the  avenues,  marked  out  a  camp  for  his  army, 
covered  his  left  by  the  Ill,  ftretch’d  his  right  to  a  great 
morafs,  had  his  front  at  the  river  Suvel  and  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Wantzenau  behind  him :  in  this  poft  he 
waited  for  the  reft  of  his  troops  which  were  coming 
from  Wenden. 

The  Imperialifts  had  pafied  the  Rhine  near  SpireThe  impe- 
on  the  21ft,  and  Caprara’s  detachment  having  arriv-^*1^^*6 
ed  the  24th  at  the  bridge  of  Strafburgh,  Merci’s  dra-and  enta 
goons  had  thrown  themfelves  into  the  fort.  The  reft  Allace’ 
of  their  army  joined  them  the  25th,  pafied  the  Rhine 
the  next  day,  turned  to  the  left,  crofted  the  Brufch, 
marched  up  that  river,  and  extended  themfelves 
from  the  villages  of  Geifpitzen  and  S.  Blaife  along 
the  river  Ill  to  Gravertftaden.  By  this  difpofttion 
of  their  camp  the  Imperialifts  became  mafters  of  the 
country  from  the  Rhine  to  the  mountains  of  Saverne, 
and  by  confequence  of  all  the  Upper  Alface,  where 
they  found  provifions  in  abundance  to  fupport  a 
very  powerful  army  a  long  time,  and  from  whence 
they  might  eafily  make  an  irruption  into  France. 

They  had  already  near  40,000  men,  and  expelled 
in  1 5  days  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  with  a  re- 
inforcejnentof  20,000 :  never  was  there  a  more  ad- 
F  f  3  vantageous 
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vantageous  fituation ;  that  of  the  Vifcount  was  very 
different  ;  hisarmy  confifted  at  moft  but  of  22,000 
men  ;  he  was  in  the  lower  Alface,  a  country  not 
very  fertile  in  itfelf,  and  confumed  by  the  ftay 
which  his  troops  had  made  there  for  two  months  : 
with  fuch  unequal  forces  he  was  obliged  to  cover  Sa- 
verne  and  Haguenau,  places  no  lefs  weak  than  im¬ 
portant.  After  the  junction  of  the  Electoral  and  Im¬ 
perial  troops,  he  could  not  continue  in  Alface  :  a 
retreat  was  neverthelefs  dangerous,  and  the  confe- 
quences  fatal ;  it  would  occafion  the  lofs  of  Brifac 
and  Philipsburgh,  and  tarnifh  the  glory  of  the 
French  arms ;  the  King’s  allies  in  Germany  might 
be  overpowered,  Lorrain  and  Franche-Comte  re¬ 
taken,  and  Champagne  pillaged.  In  this  extremity 
the  Vifcount  could  find  no  other  expedient  but  to 
march  ftrait  to  the  enemy,  and  fight  them  before  the 
Elector  of  Brandenburgh  fhould  join  them.  He 
knew  very  well  the  advantages  which  their  number 
and  fituation  gave  them  ;  he  knew  likewife  what  a 
warlike  army  could  do  that  was  full  of  Officers  ac- 
cuftomed  to  dangers,  and  conducted  by  a  General 
beloved  by  his  foldiers. 

Turenne  then  formed  a  defign  to  attack  the  Im¬ 
perial  ifts,  and  only  defer’d  the  execution  till  his 
troops  fhould  have  a  little  refpite  :  they  refted  three 
days  in  their  camp  at  Wuntzenau  *,  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  night  he  ordered  the  King’s,  the  Queen’s 
and  Liftenay’s  dragoons  to  march  before,  and 
make  bridges  where  it  was  neceffary  ;  he  himfelf 
decamped  at  midnight,  and  pafied  the  river  Suvel 
at  Lampertheim  :  his  army  advanced  in  three  co¬ 
lumns,  the  cavalry  kept  Strasburgh  on  the  left,  the 
artillery  and  baggage  marched  on  the  right,  and  the 
infantry  between  them.  He  took  the  road  to  Ache- 
nem,  where  the  enemy  had  luckily  negledted  to 
guard  the  bridges :  during  the  march  there  fell  abun¬ 
dance  of  ra|ns  which  foaking  into  the  fat  and  tilled 

4  land. 
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land,  made  the  roads  very  bad.  Neverthelefs  he  An.  1 674.’ 
arrived  at  four  in  the  afternoon  on  the  high  grounds 
of  Achenem  ;  he  fpent  the  reft  of  the  day  in  view¬ 
ing  the  country,  advanced  himfelf  with  fome  ca¬ 
valry,  pafled  the  Brufche,  and  difcovered  the  ene¬ 
my’s  camp  in  a  plain  Ihut  up  on  the  right  by  a  great 
wood  towards  Strasburgh,  and  on  the  left  by  a  fmall 
wood  of  100  paces  in  length,  and  4  or  500  in 
breadth,  and  near  their  center  was  the  village  of 
Enfheim :  as  he  had  not  a  moment  to  lofe  he  made 
his  army  file  off  the  whole  night,  and  as  the  foldiers 
pafled  he  drew  them  up  in  order  of  battle  in  the 
plain  at  the  left  of  the  village  of  Holflieim,  as  near 
the  river  as  he  could,  and  all  that  time  he  was  on 
horfeback. 

On  the  4th  of  October  by  break  of  day  the  He  draw*  up 
French  army  was  in  order  of  battle  in  two  lines  :  m 

feventeen  fquadrons  of  the  brigade  of  Piloi  formed 
the  right  of  the  firft,  together  with  the  King’s  and 
Liftenay’s  dragoons  under  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun 
Lieutenant  General,  and  the  Count  de  Roye  Major 
General:  the  brigade  of  Humieres  confifting  of  the 
like  number  of  fquadrons,  and  the  Queen’s  dragoons 
compofed  the  left,  commanded  by  the  Count  de 
Lorge  Lieutenant  General,  and  the  Count  d’ Au¬ 
vergne  Major  General.  Foucault  the  oldeft  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  headed  the  ten  battalions  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  firft  line,  and  had  under  him  two  briga¬ 
diers,  the  Marquis  of  Douglas  on  the  right,  and 
the  Count  de  Pierre-fite  on  the  left  *,  Mont-Gecrges 
pofted  between  the  two  lines  fupported  the  infantry 
of  the  firft  with  five  fquadrons.  The  center  of 
the  fecond  compofed  of  eight  battalions,  four  of 
Reveillon’s,  and  four  of  Pizieux’s,  had  on  the  right 
wing  14  fquadrons  of  the  brigade  of  Renty,  and  on 
the  left  a  lik6  number  of  that  of  Lambert.  The 
Vifcount  intermixed  all  thofe  fquadrons  with  feveral 
platoons  of  grenadiers  as  at  the  battle  ol  Sintzheim  : 

F  f  4  three 


4+o  The  H  i  s  t  o  r  y  of  the  Book  VI. 

An.  1 674. three  battalions  and  four  fquadrons  made  the  corps- 
'•XVNe* de-referve :  the  whole  army  amounted  to  22,000 
men  and  had  thirty  pieces  of  canon  under  S.  Hilaire 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  artillery.  Turenne  had 
for  Aid-de-camps  my  Lord  Duras,  the  Chevalier  de 
Bouillon,  and  the  Marquifles  d?Harcourt,  Ruvigny 
and  S.  Poin  :  he  polled  himfelf  in  no  particular 
place,  intending  to  go  wherever  his  prefence  fhould 
be  necefiary  •,  he  rode  along  the  front  of  his  firft 
line  and  fhewed  himfelf  to  his  troops  with  an  air  of 
gaiety  which  he  commonly  had  on  a  day  of  battle. 
As  foon  as  the  Englifh  faw  him  they  gave  a  fhout 
of  joy,  which  he  looked  upon  as  a  good  omen, 
Reorder  ;n  The  Duke  of  Bournonville  having  been  informed 
imperiaiifts  the  day  before  of  the  Vifcount’s  arrival,  had  drawn  his 
arm  cluarters  together  near  that  of  Enfheim,  which  was  the 
r*r  army’  head  quarter,  and  put  his  army,  confifting  of  35,000 
men  and  fifty  pieces  of  canon,  in  order  of  battle  behind 
the  village.  He  drew  up  his  troops  in  two  very  deep 
and  long  lines  with  a  corps-de- refer ve  of  fo  many 
battalions  that  it  might  be  reckoned  a  third  line. 
He  gave  the  command  of  the  right  wing  to  Count 
Caprara  and  the  left  to  the  Duke  of  Holftein- 
Ploen.  He  placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  main 
body:  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  the  Prince  of  Ba¬ 
den,  and  feveral  Princes  of  Germany,  to  the  number 
of  two  and  twenty,  commanded  their  own  troops  ; 
but  in  fubordination  to  the  Lieutenant  Generals  of 
the  wings  where  their  corps  were  placed.  The  or¬ 
der  of  battle  being  thus  regulated  the  Duke  of  Bour¬ 
nonville  feized  a  fmall  wood  which  was  before  his 
left.  He  fent  fome  canon  thither  and  into  the  vil¬ 
lage  together  with  fome  infantry  who  entrenched 
themfelves  there.  His  right  was  fhut  up  by  a  great 
wood  towards  Strafburgh  and  with  vineyard^  en- 
clofed  by  a  long  hedge  which  went  along  the  head 
of  that  wing.  His  center  was  covered  by  the  village 
pf  Enfheim  furrounded  with  hedges,  ditches  and  en¬ 
trenchments  j 
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trenchments  *,  his  left  wing  was  fheltered  by  a  ditch  An.  1674.’ 
on  the  brink  of  which  was  a  hedge  and  by  a  fmall  '^V'O 
wood  which  was  oppofite  to  the  middle  of  that  wing. 

He  had  moreover  on  his  right  and  left  rideaus  and 
hollow  ways  which  fo  concealed  his  infantry  that 
they  could  hardly  be  feen.  In  this  fituation  the  Im- 
perialifts  waited  for  the  French. 

The  Vifcount  marched  his  army  towards  that  ofThebegin- 
the  enemy,  and  as  he  could  not  charge  them  without  ^gle°^E*. 
being  matter  of  the  little  wood,  he  ordered  it  to  be  flifim  and 
attacked  by  the  King’s  and  Liftenay’s  dragoons,  of 
who  demounted  and  were  headed  by  the  Marquis  de 
Bouffiers,  afterwards  Marfhal  of  France.  The  Im- 
perialifts  were  potted  there  under  cover  of  fome 
rideaus  and  earth  which  they  had  turned  up  :  they 
had  three  battalions  there  and  two  pieces  of  canon 
charged  with  cartridge  fhot.  Turenne  ordered  fome 
field  pieces  to  advance  *,  both  parties  canonaded  each 
other  for  fome  time,  and  then  the  mufketeers  be¬ 
gan  their  fire.  The  Duke  of  Bournonville  conti¬ 
nually  detached  frefh  troops  to  maintain  the  poll, 
and  the  Vifcount  was  obliged  to  fend  to  the  affiftance 
of  the  dragoons  500  grenadiers  of  the  platoons  which 
were  placed  between  the  fquadrons ;  with  this  re¬ 
inforcement  Boufflers  renewed  his  attack,  marched 
up  to  the  entrenchments,  charged  the  enemy  fword 
in  hand,  made  himfelf  matter  of  their  artillery,  and 
pufhed  them  to  the  fecond  entrenchment  behind 
which  they  had  placed  fix  other  pieces  of  canon.  The 
French  ftood  the  fire  of  them  for  three  hours  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  gain  ground.  The  Vifcount  fee¬ 
ing  it  impofiible  to  force  fuch  a  poft  without  a  great 
body  of  infantry,  fent  thither  the  battalions  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  and  Orleans  from  the  corps-de-referve  •,  thofe 
of  Languedoc,  Churchill  and  Monmouth,  from  the 
fecond  line,  and  the  battle  began  afrefh.  A  violent 
rain  fufpended  for  fome  time  the  fury  of  the  attack, 
but  that  refpite  only  ferved  to  redouble  the  ardour 

of 
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An.  1 674.0F the  foldiers.  The  flaughter  grew  terrible  and  they 
VYV  fought  upon  a  heap  of  dead  bodies.  At  length  the 
French  forced  the  fecond  entrenchment,  took  the  o- 
ther  fix  pieces  of  canon,  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
wood  and  ftill  gained  ground. 
atiTof  The  Imperialifts  not  daunted  with  being  twice  re- 
the  battle,  pulled,  and  looking  upon  the  poft  of  the  wood  as 
of  the  utmoft  importance,  detached  feven  battalions 
of  the  infantry  of  Lunenburgh  to  endeavour  to  re¬ 
gain  their  canon  and  enter  the  wood.  Then  the  V if- 
count  caufed  all  the  battalions  of  the  fecond  line 
which  had  not  yet  charged,'to  advance  ;  there  began 
for  the  third  time  one  of  the  moft  bloody  battles  be¬ 
tween  the  infantry  that  had  been  feen  of  a  long  time. 
The  vidtory  was  doubtful  for  fome  hours  ;  all  the 
officers  added  there  according  to  their  own  judgments, 
determining  themfelves  by  the  occurrences.  The  un- 
evennefs  of  the  field  of  Battle  and  the  fury  of  the  com¬ 
batants  hindered  them  from  giving  or  receiving  orders 
in  the  ufual  forms :  the  adtion  was  attended  with  ma¬ 
ny  fingular  circumftances :  the  rain  which  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  and  the  danger  of  attacking  the  Germans  under 
their  canon  made  it  equally  difficult  and  hazardous. 
As  the  Imperialifts  fought  at  the  head  of  their  line  their 
cavalry  fupported  them  by  eafy  and  regular  motions, 
while  the  Vifcount’s  battalions,  being  at  a  diftance 
from  his  right,  were  not  fuftained  at  all.  He  made 
all  the  fquadronsof  the  fecond  line  of  his  rightad vance 
in  the  room  of  thofe  of  the  firft,  and  caufed  the 
firft  to  march  towards  the  enemy,  and  extend 
itfelf  along  the  wood  which  it  left  behind  it.  The 
Yifcount  incefiantly  vifited  all  the  pofts,  fuppor¬ 
ted  thofe  that  were  the  moft  prefted,  and  thought 
it  his  duty  to  expofe  himfelf  as  much  as  the 
meaneft  foldier  in  a  new  attack  wherein  he  was  to 
make  his  laft  effort.  Several  of  his  people  were  kil¬ 
led  by  his  fide,  his  horfe  was  wounded  under  him 
and  the  Marquis  d’Harcourt  gave  him  his.  Tu- 
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renne’s  example  made  the  foldiers  exert  themfelves  An.  1  r7<. 
fo  bravely  that  they  repulfed  the  enemy,  whole  ob-  '-✓V' 
ftinacy  carried  them  to  return  to  the  charge  a  fourth 
time-,  but  the  Vifcount  having  pointed  their  own 
canon  againft  them,  again  repulfed  them  and  forced 
them  to  take  refuge  behind  the  entrenchments  of  En- 
fheim  after  the  defeat  of  almoft  their  whole  infantry 
which  they  had  made  advance. 

Whilft  a  good  part  of  both  armies  was  thus  em- The  end  of 
ployed  in  attacking  and  defending  the  wood,  thethe  battle* 
reft  of  the  troops  only  canonaded  and  obferved  each 
other  :  all  the  firft  line  of  the  French  continued  in 
an  extended  front,  as  above  defcribed  ;  but  there 
were  in  the  fecond  only  the  fquadrons  of  the 
left.  The  Duke  of  Bournonville  feeing  the  King’s 
army  thus  left  open,  abandoned  his  poft  in  the 
wood,  left  the  care  of  it  to  the  Duke  of  Holftein- 
Ploen,  and  fent  Caprara  with  a  great  body  of  ca¬ 
valry,  through  a  concealed  way  behind  the  two 
lines  of  the  French  left  wing,  to  fall  upon  their 
infantry  in  the  rear,  while  he  himfelf  advanced 
with  feveral  chofen  fquadrons  to  attack  them  in 
front.  Lieutenant  General  Foucault,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  infantry  of  the  firft  line,  feeing  the  Duke 
of  Bournonville  coming  on  one  fide,  and  Caprara  on 
the  other,  immediately  made  the  neceflary  evolutions 
for  facing  both  ways,  and  waited  for  the  Duke  of 
Bournonville  without  ftirring,  ordering  his  battalions 
not  to  fire  :  the  German  General  aftonifhed  at  this 
conduct,  durft  not  hazard  himfelf  and  went  back  a- 
gain  -,  but  Caprara  being  more  bold,  fell  upon  the 
left  wing,  broke  feveral  fquadrons  of  the  fecond  line, 
pufhed  Mont-Georges  who  defigned  to  make  a 
ftand  with  the  fquadrons  of  the  corps-de-referve  and 
got  behind  the  French  infantry  :  the  Counts  deLorge 
and  d’ Auvergne  immediately  rallied  all  the  fqua¬ 
drons  of  the  fecond  line  and  of  die  referve,  attacked 
Caprara,  obliged  him  to  return  in  all  hafte  from 
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whence  he  came,  and  the  French  became  matters  of 
the  plain  as  they  were  already  of  the  wood.  The 
little  that  remained  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  canona- 
ding  one  another  ;  the  night,  which  came  on  the 
fooner,  and  was  the  darker  by  reafon  of  the  incefiant 
rain,  put  an  end  to  the  battle. 

The  French  had  been  upon  the  march  for  near  forty 
hours  before  the  a 61  ion  ;  it  had  lafted  from  morn¬ 
ing  till  night  in  a  deep  foil  in  a  clofe  wood  during  a 
continual  rain  ;  the  Vifcount  faw  that  if  he  made  his 
troops  pafs  the  night  in  the  field  of  battle  without 
eating,  they  would  not  be  in  a  condition  to  fight  next 
day :  he  therefore  repafied  the  Brufch  to  get  at  his 
provifions  and  baggage  and  refrefh  his  army  after 
the  fatigue  of  the  march  and  the  battle.  He  had  ad¬ 
vantage  enough  to  claim  the  honour  of  the  day ; 
above  3000  of  the  enemy  were  killed  on  the  fpot, 
he  had  taken  from  them  eight  pieces  of  canon, 
ieveral  ftandards,  kettle  drums,  colours  and  prifo- 
rers-,  he  remained  matter  of  the  wood,  their  fore- 
moft  entrenchments  on  his  right  and  all  the  plain  on 
his  left.  He  repafied  the  river  at  Holtzeim  and 
went  and  encamped  at  Achenem  a  fhort  league  from 
the  field  of  battle,  on  which  he  left  Bulonde  a  Bri¬ 
gadier  with  fix  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one  of  dra¬ 
goons.  While  his  troops  were  retting  themfelves, 
the  enemy  abandoned  their  camp  with  precipitation, 
and  left  in  it  two  pieces  of  canon,  a  good  deal  of 
provifions  and  a  great  number  of  wounded.  The 
French  were  informed  by  fome  prifoners,  that  long 
before  the  end  of  the  battle  the  Duke  of  Bournon- 
ville  had  made  his  baggage  take  the  way  to  Straf- 
burgh,  and  that  the  confederates,  having  retired  in 
great  confufion  in  the  night  time,  had  yielded  to  the 
Y  ifcount  all  the  advantages  that  the  bad  weather  and  the 
Fatigue  of  his  troops  had  hindered  him  from  gaining 
during  the  day.  The  battle  had  been  blpody  on  both 
fides :  the  French  loft  near  2000  foldiers  and  a  great 
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many  officers  •,  the  Count  d’ Auvergne,  the  Marquifles  An.  1674, 
de  Pizieux  and  Reveillon,  the  Count  d’Hamilton  '"-'OTV 
and  a  great  number  of  fubalterns  were  very  much 
wounded.  Befides  the  3000  men  which  the  enemy 
left  dead  on  the  fpot,  they  loft  a  great  many  wound¬ 
ed  foldiers  and  officers  who  died  the  day  after  the 
adtion.  Their  lofs  was  foconfiderable ;  that  not  being 
in  a  condition  to  keep  the  field  till  the  arrival  of  the  E- 
ledtor  of  Brandenburgh,  they  retired  under  the  canon 
of  Stralburgh  where  they  were  cover’d  by  the  river  Ill. 

The  Vifcount  ftaid  two  days  between  Achenem  The  vif- 
and  Brufcbwirkerfem,  a  league  and  a  half  from  the  ^“"paingeT 
enemy,  who  might  have  eafily  marched  up  to  him.  and  defiles 
On  the  feventh  of  Oftober  he  went  two  leagues  «  mTu*™.** 
further  to  the  town  of  Marlen  on  the  fmall  river  7  October. 
Mozig  which  defcends  from  the  mountains  of  Sa- 
verne :  the  army  encamped  there  having  its  right 
covered  by  the  river,  and  its  left  extended  along 
fome  rifing  grounds  which  were  at  the  back  of  the 
camp  •,  he  chofe  that  poll  as  the  moft  commodious 
to  wait  for  the  confederates  whom  the  junction  of  the 
troops  of  Brandenburgh  would  render  three  times  as 
ftrong  as  he.  Had  he  continued  in  his  firft  camp, 
the  enemy,  after  their  jundtion,  would  have  attacked 
Saverne  and  Haguenau,  or  marched  up  to  him  and 
he  would  not  have  been  able  to  have  kept  the  field  ; 
but  by  the  fituation  of  his  new  camp,  he  covered 
thofe  two  places  from  whence  he  was  fupplied  with 
provifions,  had  his  army  in  a  fafe  place,  and  prefer- 
ved  behind  him  the  forrage  which  might  be  after¬ 
wards  necefiary  to  him  :  there  was  behind  his  right  in 
the  way  to  Saverne  a  very  narrow  defile,  a  quarter  of 
a  league  long,  and  reaching  to  the  caftle  of  Vaftelone 
which  belonged  to  the  inhabitants  of  Strafburgh  and 
which  was  guarded  by  fifty  men:  the  Vifcount 
engaged  the  Commander  to  let  him  throw  into  it  as 
many  troops  as  were  necefiary  for  the  defending  the 
Poft,and  thus  fecured  a  communication  with  Saverne, 
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An.  1674.  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  tofuccour  Haguenau,  or  re- 
tire  with  fafety  if  the  enemy  fhould  oblige  him  to  it. 
ofBrandet°r  The  Imperialifts  were  ftill  encamped  at  Straf¬ 
burgh  joins  burgh  waiting  for  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh, 
thcfeoT 5thc  w^°^e  march}  how  in  itfelf,  was  alfo  retarded  by 
rmpeiiajifts.  the  difficulty  which  feveral  Princes  of  Germany 
made  to  grant  him  a  paffage  thro’  their  territories  : 
he  defired  only  to  come  into  Alface  time  enough  to 
take  up  his  winter  quarters  there,  thought  of  no¬ 
thing  but  fparing  his  troops  by  making  eafy  marches, 
and  carried  along  with  him  a  great  equipage  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Germans.  The  Elec- 
trefs  and  feveral  other  Princefles  accompany ’d  him, 
and  faid  every  where  that  they  were  going  to  make 
acquaintance  with  the  French  Ladies  in  order  to 
to  learn  the  manners  of  that  polite  Nation.  This 
great  re-inforcement,  which  amounted  to  20,000 
men,  croffed  the  Rhine  at  the  bridge  of  Strafburgh 
14  October,  on  the  fourteenth  of  October  j  it  confifted  of  the  E- 
leftor’s  troops,  the  recruits  of  the  Duke  of  Lunen- 
burgh,  which  that  Prince  commanded  in  perfon, 
and  the  militia  of  Suabia  and  Franconia :  moreover 
the  Elector  Palatine  who  had  returned  to  his  domi¬ 
nions  when  the  confederates  firft  paffed  the  Rhine  at 
Strafburgh,  joined  the  troops  of  Brandenburgh  in 
their  way,  with  2000  men  which  he  himfelf  com¬ 
manded  ;  thus  the  Imperial  army  amounted  to  near 
60,000  fighting  men.  While  all  thefe  troops  were 
croffing  the  Rhine,  the  Duke  of  Bournonville  made 
his  men  pafs  the  Ill,  and  went  and  pofted  himfelf 
near  the  place  where  the  battle  of  Enfheim  was 
fought.  The  next  day  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh 
and  the  Elector  Palatine  joined  him  ;  they  hoped  to 
drive  the  French  out  of  Alface,  to  enter  Lorrain  and 
penetrate  as  far  as  Paris.  The  alarm  reached  the 
Court ;  the  King  ordered  the  ariere-ban  and  feveral 
regiments  which  ferved  in  Flanders  to  march  to¬ 
wards  the  Rhine,  The  German  Generals  having 
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held  a  counfel  of  war  wherein  it  was  refolved  to  march  An.  1 674. 
towards  the  Vifcount,  the  Duke  of  Bournonville  ad-  V/VNI 
vanced  on  the  high  grounds  of  Achenem  with  fix- 
teen  fquadrons,  kept  in  fight  there  almoft  a  whole 
day,  and  made  feveral  motions  as  if  he  had  a  mind 
to  take  an  exadt  view  of  the  French  camp.  Tu- 
renne  was  not  at  all  deceived,  and  judging  of  the 
enemy’s  defigns  rather  by  what  they  ought  to  do  than 
what  they  feemed  to  defign,  thought  that  this  ftep 
vof  theirs  was  only  a  feint,  and  that  while  they  pre¬ 
tended  to  attack  him  their  true  defign  was  to  conceal 
their  march  from  him  and  fall  upon  Haguenau  ;  to 
prevent  them,  he  fent  the  Count  de  Roye  to  the  left 
of  his  army  with  orders  to  detach  feveral  parties  as  far 
as  to  the  Rhine  and  throw  800  men  into  Haguenau. 

None  of  the  parties  hearing  any  news  of  the  Impe- 
rialifts,  the  Vifcount  began  to  think  that  their  inten¬ 
tion  was  really  to  come  and  attack  him  on  the  right, 
and  to  guard  againft  that  inconvenience,  he  caufed 
redans  to  be  made  acrofs  a  plain  which  rifes  gradu¬ 
ally  on  the  other  fide  of  a  brook  •,  he  there  lodged 
fome  infantry  and  thus  covered  his  right  and  the  de¬ 
file  which  went  through  the  mountain  ;  he  diflodged 
the  garrifon  ofStrafburgh  from  the  caftle  of  Vaffe- 
lone  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it  he  fet  the  men  to 
work  at  other  entrenchments  at  the  head  of  his  camp, 
and  all  the  army  believed  that  he  intended  to  wait 
the  enemy  there.  As  he  was  vifiting  the  works,  he 
obferved  an  old  foot  foldier  refting  himfelf ;  the  Vif¬ 
count  came  up  to  him,  took  him  afide  and  afked  him 
why  he  did  not  work :  the  foldier  anfwered  him  find¬ 
ing,  It  is.  General,  becaufe,  you  will  not  fiay  long  here „ 

Turenne  by  that  faw  his  penetration,  gave  him  mo¬ 
ney,  defired  him  to  keep  the  fecret,  and  foon  after 
made  him  a  Lieutenant.  The  Imperialifts  had  three 
things  in  their  option,  either  to  offer  battle  to  the 
Vifcount,  or  cut  off  his  communication  with  Sa- 
verne,  or  lay  fiege  to  Haguenau,  the  taking  of  which 

would 
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An.  1674.  would  certainly  have  occafioned  that  of  Philipf- 
burgh  :  they  ftill  continued  in  their  camp  without 
making  any  motion  *  whether  it  was  that  fo  many 
Generals  could  not  agree  upon  what  was  proper  to 
be  undertaken,  or  that  they  hoped  that  the  Vifcount 
finding  himfelf  too  weak  would  retire  of  his  own  ac¬ 
cord,  and  leave  the  country  open  to  them. 

Theimpe-  They  continued  in  this  uncertainty  till  the  18th  of 
number  of e  October,  then  they  begun  their  march  towards  the 
60,000  men  French  camp  ;  Turenne  was  immediately  informed 
warTthe  ofitby  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun  and  the  Count  de 
Vifcount.  Roye  i  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and  being  come  to  the 
top  of  an  eminence  on  the  left  of  his  camp,  iawall  the 
enemy’s  army  advancing,  and  refolved  to  retire  that 
night  to  Dettweiler,  from  whence  he  might  cover 
Saverne,  and  fuccour  Haguenau.  After  the  fun  was 
fet  he  made  his  baggage  and  covered  waggons  march 
through  the  defile  of  Vaflelone,  the  artillery  he  fent 
by  another  defile  on  the  left  towards  the  extremity  of 
the  hill  •,  and  when  all  the  train  was  gone  the  army 
followed  it  at  midnight  in  two  Columns  through  the 
fame  defiles  :  The  Count  de  Lorge  led  the  ;.'an.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  Foucault  and  the  Count  de  Roye  were 
in  the  rear  :  by  break  of  day  the  army  had  paft  the  firft 
of  the  three  defiles  which  are  between  Marlen  and 
Dettweiler  •,  fcarce  had  it  entered  the  fecond  when  the 
enemy  appeared  about  eleven  in  the  morning oppofite 
to  Cochersberg,  and  to  difturb  the  march  they  de¬ 
tached  2000  horfe,  who  charged  the  hindmoft  troops 
of  the  Vifcount’s  rear-guard,  juft  as  they  had  entered 
the  third  defile.  The  French  dragoons  alighted,  pofted 
themfelves  behind  the  hedges,  kept  off  the  enemy  by 
their  firing,  and  gave  the  army  time  to  pafs  without  lofs, 
The  number  of  the  Imperialifts  ftill  encreafed,  they 
followed  the  Vifcount  to  the  rifing  grounds  near  Dett¬ 
weiler  •,  but  6000  horfe  of the  ariere-ban  under  the  Mar- 
fhal  de  Crequi  appeared  on  the  eminences  of  V afielone, 
and  the  antient  reputation  of  that  corps  frighten’d  the 
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enemy  fo,  that  they  durft  not  attack  the  French  An.  1674.’ 
army,  which  continuing  its  march  boldly  and  in(s/V^V' 
good  order,  arrived  in  the  new  camp  about  ten  at 
night.  All  the  foldiers  rejoiced  that  without  any 
difadvantage  they  had  made  a  retreat  of  almoft  four 
leagues  in  the  prefence  of  an  army  near  three  times 
ftronger  than  theirs. 

The  Vifcount  who  had  of  a  long  time  forefeen™^  Vif- 
the  great  ftrength  that  the  Imperialifts  would  gather,  fiThimfelf 
had  chofen  this  poft  as  an  afylum  capable  to  affordinhIiscamP 

1  *  #  Optf wei# 

fhelter  to  an  army  fo  much  inferior  to  the  enemy’s  asier. 
his  was.  He  had  before  him  the  river  Soor,  his 
right  at  Dettweiler  and  his  left  towards  Hochfelt, 
both  his  wings  being  covered  by  two  brooks  that  run 
into  the  Soor.  The  army  continued  all  night  in 
order  of  battle,  and  on  the  morrow,  which  was 
the  20th,  as  foon  as  it  was  day,  viewed  the  ave¬ 
nues,  pofted  the  guards,  and  encamped.  The 
Vifcount  detached  a  corps  to  Steinbrouch  half  way 
to  Saverne,  with  orders  to  throw  themfelves  into 
this  laft  place  upon  the  leaft  alarm,  refolving  to 
march  thither  himfelf  with  the  whole  army,  in  cafe 
the  enemy  fhould  advance  fo  far.  In  order  to 
execute  this  aefign  with  the  greater  expedition  and 
fecurity,  he  caufed  bridges  to  be  laid  over  the  brook 
which  covered  his  right,  and  fpoilt  all  the  fords  of 
the  Soor  as  far  as  Saverne.  The  other  fide  was  of 
more  importance  and  difficult  to  be  defended  ;  the 
left  wing  of  the  French  army  was  two  leagues  from 
Brumpt ;  the  right  wing  of  the  Imperialifts  was  but 
half  a  league  from  it,  and  their  left  extended  towards 
the  rifing  grounds  of  Cochersberg :  if  they  had  im¬ 
mediately  feized  that  pafs,  they  might  have  come 
up  to  the  French  army,  or  have  pofted  themfelves 
between  it  and  Haguenau  :  whether  it  was  that  they 
did  not  know  thofe  advantages,  or  that  they  wanted 
refolution,  or  laftly  that  they  thought  the  Vifcount 
would  be  obliged  to  retire  for  want  of  forrage,  they 
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An.  1 674- did  not  attempt  that  pafsand  gave  him  time  to  take  all 
his  precautions.  He  caufed  all  the  fords  of  the  Soor 
on  that  fide  to  be  fpoilt,  and  all  the  bridges  to  be  broke 
down  as  far  as  beyond  Brumpt  •,  he  planted  a  guard  of 
dragoons  in  that  town,  in  which  they  might  fee  from 
the  fteeple  of  the  church  the  leaft  motion  that  the  ene¬ 
my  could  make  towards  the  river :  he  threw  another 
detachment  of  dragoons  into  the  caftle  of  Hochfelt, 
and  joined  thofe  two  polls  by  guards  of  cavalry,  who 
were  to  give  him  notice  of  all  that  palled.  There 
were  likewife  guards  placed  in  the  fame  manner 
from  Hochfelt  to  the  camp,  and  fcouts  were  fent  out 
every  night  through  all  that  extent  of  ground  to  get 
intelligence  :  if  the  confederates  had  attempted  to 
pafs  the  Soor,  the  Vifcount  defigned  to  fight  them  in 
their  paffage,  and  to  hazard  all  to  hinder  them  from 
going  to  Haguenau. 

The  vif-  While  the  Vifcount  was  in  his  camp  at  Dettwei- 

ro%.S  Bene’ler,  he  met  a  poor  Gentleman  of  the  ariere-ban 
who  was  very  ill  mounted,  but  who  appeared  ex- 
treamly  zealous  for  the  fervice.  I~Ie  propofed  to 
him  to  change  horfes,  and  made  him  accept  of  one 
of  a  great  price  in  exchange  for  one  of  little  value, 
which  he  faid  pleafed  him  better,  becaufe  he  was 
more  gentle.  In  the  midft  of  the  cares  and  toils 
of  war  he  let  no  opportunity  efcape  him  of  thus  ex¬ 
erting  his  generofity,  and  at  the  fame  time  conceal¬ 
ing  it.  From  the  lame  camp  at  Dettweiler  he  fent 
his  nephew  the  Duke  of  Elbeuf  to  make  his  compli¬ 
ments  to  Charles  the  IVth,  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who 
was  in  the  enemy’s  camp.  Charles  could  not  help 
faying  to  the  young  Prince,  who  was  then  but  14 
years  of  age  :  “My  young  coufin,  you  are  too 
“  happy  to  fee  and  hear  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
«  every  day:  you  have  no  other  Father  but  him, 
“  kifs  the  ground  whereon  he  treads,  and  be  killed 
«  at  his  feet  The  Imperialifts  and  the  French 

*  Madame  de  Sevigne’s  letters. 


continued 


Vifcount  de  TURENNE.  4jl 

continued  in  the  fame  fituation  till  the  30th  of  Odto-An.  167K 
ber,  the  formidable  German  army  not  daring 
undertake  any  thing,  but  the  feizing  of  Vafie- 
lone,  where  the  Vifcount  had  placed  a  Captain  and 
150  foldiers.  The  Ele&or  of  Brandenburgh  batter¬ 
ed  that  caftle  with  ten  great  canon  from  two  batteries, 
notwithftanding  which  the  befieged  held  out  a  day 
and  a  half.  The  Eledtor  thought  at  firft  to  make 
the  garrifon  prifoners  of  war,  but  the  Chevalier  de 
Ronfiere  who  commanded  them  having  refufed  to 
furrer.der,  they  marched  out  after  an  honourable 
capitulation  and  returned  to  the  army,  where  every 
body  very  much  praifed  their  defence. 

The  fame  day  the  Marquis  de  Genlis  arrived  in  j^n^to 
the  camp  with  15  fquadrons,  which  the  Vifcount  vifcount 
polled  at  Vilfen  on  the  Soor  between  his  camp  and  ^  Flan* 
Hochfelt.  The  Marquis  de  *  Montauban  brought 
twenty  others  with  him  three  days  after,  and  eight  bat¬ 
talions.  The  Count  de  Saulx  was  coming  likewife 
with  24  fquadrons  and  10  battalions.  La  Feuillee, 

Sourdis  and  the  Gendarmes  put  themfelves  alfo  in 
a  condition  to  join  him,  if  occafion  required  *,  but 
the  Vifcount  made  them  Hay  in  German  Lorrain 
till  he  ftiould  think  proper  to  make  ufe  of  them. 

All  thofe  troops  came  from  Flanders,  where  the 
campaign  ended  very  early,  becaufe  the  confederates 
being  defeated  at  the  battle  of  SenefFe,  and  after¬ 
wards  repulfed  before  Oudenarde  by  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  had  been  obliged,  to  avoid  the  total  deftruc- 
tion  of  their  army,  to  go  into  winter  quarters  in  the 
middle  of  Odtober. 

The  Imperialills  who  had  not  dared  to  pafs  the  The  impe- 
Soor  before  the  Vifcount  received  a  reinforcement,  Frael,ftasnj'en» 
thought  him  too  llrong  for  them  to  Venture  upon  any  camp  firft  as 
enterprize  after  the  arrival  of  fo  many  troops ;  andt^e"tem 
it  being  difficult  for  them  to  fubfift  in  a  camp  wheres.  Biaife* 
the  country  round  about  was  already  ruined,  they 

*  Of  the  family  of  la  Tcur  du  Pin  in  Dauphin!, 
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An.  1 674.  returned  towards  Stralburgh,  and  encamped  at 
Achenem.  The  diftance  they  were  at  gave  the 
French  army  fome  reft  :  but  it  was  in  great  want  of 
forrage  •,  and  tho’  it  was  a  little  relieved  by  the  con¬ 
voys  of  oats,  yet  the  cavalry  decreafed  very  much, 
the  horfes  died  daily,  being  wafted  with  hunger 
and  cold  :  neverthelefs  it  was  neceffary  to  ftay  there 
in  order  to  cover  Saverne  and  Haguenau.  The 
convoys  of  all  neceflaries  for  the  army  came  from 
Lorrain  by  little  Pierre,  which  the  Germans  call 
Lutzelfteim,  the  inheritance  and  place  of  refidence 
of  a  Prince  of  the  Elector  Palatin’s  family.  The 
Vifcount  fearing  left  the  Eledtor  Palatin’s  perfuafions 
fhould  prevail  with  that  Prince  to  break  the  neu¬ 
trality  which  he  had  till  then  obferved,  fent  to  him 
Sezan  a  Major  General  in  the  army.  Sezan  having 
made  ufe  of  perfuafion  and  menaces  fucceeded  in 
his  negotiation,  and  the  Prince  agreed  to  receive 
200  men  into  the  town,  provided  none  were 
put  in  the  caftle.  The  Vifcount  by  making  him- 
felf  mafter  of  this  poft,  fecured  to  himfelf  all  the 
commodities  and  advantages  that  an  army  can  draw 
from  a  country  behind  it,  when  that  before  it  is. 
ruined  or  poffelfed  by  the  enemy. 

TheVif.  The  Imperialifts  having  learnt  that  the  Vifcount 
to^ngweUer. had  received  another  reinforcement  of  fome  battali¬ 
ons  of  the  French  guards  with  the  regiment  of  Ram- 
bure,  and  that  he  had  made  bridges  over  the  brook 
as  if  he  had  a  mind  to  march  towards  them,  re¬ 
paired  the  Brufch,  polled  themfelves  in  the  place 
they  were  in  before  the  battle  of  Enfheim,  and  took 
Novemb.20.up  their  head  quarters  at  Geifpitzen  and  S.  Blaife. 
Turenne  then  diftributed  his  cavalry  in  the  villages 
two  leagues  from  his  camp  behind  the  river  Moter, 
fo  as  that  he  could  get  them  together  in  a  few  hours. 
Seeing  that  the  enerny  was  at  a  diftance,  and  Sa¬ 
verne  in  a  very  good  condition  by  the  works  he 
had  made  and  the  garrifon  he  had  left  there,  he 
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caufea  his  infantry  to  decamp  from  Dettweiler,  and  An.  1674^ 
diftributed  them  likewife  into  quarters  beyond  the 
Moter  from  the  mountain  to  Haguenau,  and  took  up 
his  head  quarters  at  Ingweiler.  Before  he  marched  he 
caufed  the  caftle  of  Hochfelt  to  be  razed,  left  the 
enemy  fhould  poft  themfelves  there,  to  hinder  the 
communication  between  Saverne  and  Haguenau.  Nov.  21ft, 
The  next  day  he  viewed  the  river  Moter  as  far  as 
the  Abbey  of  Newburg,  broke  down  all  the  bridges 
to  fecure  his  quarters,  and  at  the  fame  time  put  into 
Haguenau  all  the  forrage  that  could  be  got  together 
in  order  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  the  means  of  fub- 
fifting  there  when  he  fhould  be  at  a  diftance. 

Tho’  the  confederates  were  feparated  from  him  by 
feveral  rivers,  they  neverthelefs  thought  proper  to 
entrench  themfelves ;  they  had  raifed  in  the  plain  be¬ 
tween  Enfheim  and  Geifpitzen  a  great  number  of 
redans  which  covered  the  head  of  their  camp  ; 
when  they  were  informed  that  the  Vifcount  had  put 
his  troops  into  quarters,  they  extended  themfelves 
in  the  upper  Alface,  hoped  to  live  there  in  the 
midft  of  plenty,  and  flattered  themfelves  that  they 
fhould  enter  Lorrain  and  Franche-Comte  in  the 
fpring.  This  laft  Province  expected  them  as  her 
deliverers,  and  the  people  there  were  fecretly  pre¬ 
paring  bread  and  all  other  neceflaries  for  their  fub- 
fiftence  :  the  Lorrainers  being  great  lovers  of  their 
Duke,  waited  only  for  his  prefence  to  declare  them¬ 
felves  in  his  favour.  The  feafon  being  very  far 
advanced,  the  confederates  not  imagining  that  the 
Vifcount  had  thoughts  of  coming  to  difturb  them  in 
their  quarters,  divided  amongft  them  all  the  fine 
country  between  the  Rhine  and  the  mountains  of 
Alface  from  Strasburg  to  Befort,  and  began  to  treat 
about  contributions.  The  Elector  of  Brandenburgh 
having  eftablifhed  his  Court  at  Colmar  made  the 
Eledtrefs  come  there,  who  had  till  then  ftayed  at 
Strasburgh. 
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The  Vifcount  being  refolved  to  hazard  all  in  order 
Tfc  v.f  to  diftodge  the  Imperialifts,  and  make  them  repafs 
count  makes  the  Rhine,  left  in  Saverne  and  Haguenau  what 
file  oft°to  trooPs  were  necefiary  for  the  defence  of  thofe  two 
wards  Lor-  places,  and  on  the  29th  of  November  began  to 
.  make  his  army  file  off :  he  himfelf  marched  with 

Novemb. 29.  ,  ~  c  i  •  . n 

the  rear  to  little  rierre,  encrealed  its  garrilon  in 
order  to  preferve  a  paffage  for  himfelf  into  Alface, 
and  having  eroded  the  mountains,  continued  his 
rout  to  Lixheim,  where  he  found  fome  quarters  be¬ 
longing  to  the  troops  commanded  by  the  Count  de 
Saulx  :  he  continued  there  till  the  4th  of  December, 
and  then  marched  to  Lorkheim  to  make  another  day 
there.  As  the  deep  defigns  of  this  General  were  not 
known,  fcarce  had  the  news  of  his  march  into  Lor- 
rain  reached  the  Court  of  France,  when  people  be¬ 
gan  to  criticize  his  condutft.  Even  fome  Officers  of 
his  own  army,  who  could  not  penetrate  into  his  in¬ 
tentions,  wrote  to  Paris  that  they  were  aftonifhed  at 
his  procedure.  They  could  not  forgive  his  retiring 
into  Lorrain  after  having  given  hopes  that  he  would 
fave  Alface,  nor  conceive  what  had  induced  him  to 
refufe  the  Count  de  Saulx’s  troops.  The  Minifter 
omitted  nothing  to  make  the  King  fenfible  of  the 
General’s  feeming  ill  conduct.  It  muff  however  be 
confefTed  that  the  publick  did  the  Vifcount  juftice, 
tho’  all  appearances  were  againft  him  ;  they  were 
perfuaded  that  he  had  his  reafons  for  what  he  did  •, 
and  if  they  murmured  at  his  retreat,  it  was  not  fo 
much  a  blaming  of  his  conduct,  as  a  complaining 
of  fortune  which  had  not  feconded  his  prudence  and 
valour. 

The  Imperialifts  feeing  that  he  had  retired,  went 
into  quarters  in  different  places  in  Alface,  and  fettled 


The  Vif- 
count  pre- 


the  prince  of  Scheleftat,  Tuckeim,  Colmar,  Enfiffieim  and 
Montbeiiard  feveral  other  towns.  Being  perfuaded  that  the  Vif- 
aeut°er!lnue  count  had  no  more  thoughts  of  difturbing  them,  they 
blocked  up  Brifac  on  both  hides  of  the  Rhine,  and 
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fent  to  fummon  the  Prince  of  Montbeliard  a  defcen- An.  1674. 
dant  of  the  family  of  Wirtemberg  to  declare  for'-^VSj 
them:  but  the  Vifcount  fent  to  him  the  Duke  of 
Duras  Governor  of  Franche-Comte,  who  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  that  Prince  more  by  perfuafion  than 
threats  to  continue  neuter. 

In  the  month  of  December,  the  Vifcount  feeing  He afTembie* 
that  the  enemy  had  done  all  that  he  had  forefeen  3^0rr°0ps  at 
they  would,  and  that  it  was  time  to  begin  to  put  in 
execution  the  great  project  he  had  laid  two  months 
before,  took  the  Count  de  Saulx’s  14,000  men,  and 
the  troops  he  himfelf  had  brought  with  him  from 
Alface,  divided  them  into  feveral  detachments  and 
fmall  parties,  put  old  Officers  at  the  head  of  each, 
made  them  march  the  5th  of  December  by  different  Decemb-sth. 
routs  over  the  mountains  of  Vauge,  and  appointed 
them  all  the  fame  place  of  rendezvous,  without 
acquainting  any  of  them  where  the  others  had  orders 
to  go  •,  the  place  of  rendezvous  was  near  Befort  at 
the  other  end  of  A  i free :  he  marked  out  their  routs 
and  lodgments  in  inch  a  manner,  as  that  they  could/ 
get  together  in  lefs  than  four  and  twenty  hours.  He 
himfelf  marched  with  a  body  of  troops  by  Blamont, 

Baccarat,  Dontail,  Padoulx,  Loyes  and  Longuet, 
where  he  refted  ten  days.  He  then  went  to  Re- 
miremont,  feized  it,  drove  from  thence  400  Lor- 
rainers  who  had  taken  poffeffion  of  it,  and  conti¬ 
nuing  his  rout  by  Faucogney  and  Melizay,  he  ar-v 
rived  on  the  27th  at  Befort,  where  he  got  all  his 
troops  together,  after  a  three  weeks  march  over 
mountains  covered  with  lnow,  through  over¬ 
flowing  torrents,  and  almoft  impaflable  ways. 

As  foon  as  the  enemy  had  intelligence  of  Turenne’s 
conduct,  they  took  the  alarm,  abandoned  their 
quarters  that  were  tnoft  advanced,  and  retired  to 
the  places  about  Altkirk,  towards  the  fource  of 
the  river  Ill  •,  on  the  28th  the  Vifcount  continued  his 
march  two  leagues  beyond  Befort  to  Grun,  where 
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An.  1 674.  he  made  the  gendarmes  lodge  near  his  own  quarters, 
together  with  the  brigades  of  Lucinge,  Sourdis  and 
Cateux,  and  ordered  them  to  be  in  readinefs  the  next 
day  on  the  road  to  Mulhaufen  to  endeavour  to  fur- 
prize  fome  of  the  enemy’s  quarters. 

The  engage-  On  the  29th,  by  break  of  day,  he  learnt  from 
Mulhaufen.  fome  prifoners,  that  the  troops  of  Munfter  were 
Decemb.  29.  niarching  to  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  Impe- 
rialilts  •,  he  followed  them  in  all  hafte,  and  came 
up  with  them  near  Mulhaufen  ;  he  made  the  firft 
fquadron  of  Orleans  and  that  of  Sourdis  advance 
and  charge  them,  under  the  command  of  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Montauban  Major-General  for  the  day,  who 
attacked  them,  and  the  engagement  was  lharp  on 
both  fides.  The  Vifcount  polled  the  gendarmes  on 
an  eminence  which  ftretched  itfelf  along  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  brook ;  thofe  great  fquadrons  coming 
down  the  hill  in  a  wide  front,  the  enemy  thought 
that  they  were  the  head  of  a  fecond  column,  and 
that  the  whole  army  was  behind.  The  ford  being 
luckily  broad  enough,  the  Marquis  de  la  Troulfe 
crolfed  it  with  all  expedition  at  the  head  of  his  gend¬ 
armes,  in  order  to  fultain  thofe  who  had  already 
palled  •,  la  Troulfe  arriving  when  two  fquadrons  of 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain’s  light  horfe  were  charging 
with  advantage  a  fquadron  of  the  gendarmes  of  Bur¬ 
gundy,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Dauphin’s 
gendarmes,  marched  up  to  the  Lorrainers  fword  in 
hand,  and  made  them  give  ground,  but  perceiving 
fome  more  of  the  enemy’s  fquadrons  coming  behind 
the  hedges  to  take  him  in  the  flank,  he  Hopped  and 
faced  about  to  that  fide  with  the  fquadrons  that  he 
found  nearell  him.  The  Count  de  Lorges,  who 
till  then  had  ftaid  with  the  Vifcount,  palled  at  the 
ford,  and  led  a  fquadron  direftly  to  the  enemy  with 
drums  beating  and  trumpets  founding  •,  but  the  Im- 
perialifts  fled  in  fuch  diforder,  that  inllead  of  re¬ 
joining  their  main  body,  they  went  to  Bale  and 
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crofs’d  the  Rhine.  The  Count  de  Lorges  Followed  An.  1674; 
them  for  fome  time,  went  to  the  top  of  a  hill  to  view  V-^YN^ 
the  ground,  and  difcovered  another  body  of  Im- 
perialifts  in  the  bottom  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on 
which  he  polled  two  fquadrons,  and  went  and  ac¬ 
quainted  the  Vifcount.  The  troops  that  had  been 
thus  attacked  were  5  or  6000  horfe  of  the  Em¬ 
peror’s,  Lorrain  and  Munfter,  with  fome  infantry 
who  were  going  to  Enfifheim  to  join  the  Duke  of 
Bournonville  and  the  Eledtor  of  Brandenburgh, 
upon  hearing  of  the  Vifcount’s  march  :  when  thole 
troops  difcovered  the  firft  fquadrons  of  the  French, 
they  thought  they  had  only  been  a  party  ;  but  hav¬ 
ing  afterwards  feen  the  gendarmes,  and  knowing 
that  the  Vifcount  was  there  in  perfon,  they  had  main¬ 
tained  the  fight  only  to  give  time  to  their  infantry 
and  baggage  to  enter  the  defiles  which  reach  from 
the  plain  to  Enfifheim.  Turenne  having  no  infantry, 
becaufe  the  reft  of  his  army  was  above  two  leagues 
off,  and  feeing  that  night  was  coming  on,  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  go  in  purfuit  of  them :  the 
French  had  taken  prifoners  the  Commander  of  the 
troops  of  Munfter,  Caprara’s  and  Denewald’s  Ma¬ 
jors,  18  other  officers,  and  near  300  troopers  ; 
they  had  likewife  carried  off  1 8  ftandards  and  two 
pair  of  kettle  drums,  and  had  loft  only  one  Captain 
and  60  troopers ;  but  the  Count  de  Broglio,  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Beaumont,  and  feveral  other  officers  were 
wounded.  The  Adtion  was  very  brifk,  turned  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  advantage  of  the  French,  infpired  their 
troops  with  confidence,  and  diminiffied  that  of  the 
enemy,  who  lav/  themfelves  attacked  in  the  middle 
of  their  quarters,  and  forced  to  get  together  in 
great  hafte  at  the  end  of  December  and  keep  them¬ 
felves  upon  the  defenfive  inftead  of  paffing  the  reft 
of  the  winter  in  quiet.  The  Duke  of  Bournonville 
retired  in  the  night  time  to  S.  Croix  near  Colmar, 
in  order  to  join  the  Eledtor  of  Brandenbourgh  there. 

The 
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An.  1674.  The  Vifcount  having  returned  in  the  evening  to  his 
quarters  at  Grun  there  to  wait  for  the  reft  of  his  ar- 
30  Decemb.  my,  fent  next  day  towards  Bale  a  ftrong  party  which 
brought  away  a  good  many  prifoners :  he  afterwards 
took  a  detachment  of  the  enemy’s  Croatians  who  were 
marching  without  miftruftingany  thing  near  his  quar¬ 
ters  ;  and  laftly  he  madehimfelf  matter  of  the  cattle  of 
Brumftat,  into  which  the  Imperial  regiment  of  Por¬ 
tia,  confifting  of  900  men,  had  thrown  itfelf  in  its 
march  to  join  the  Duke  of  Bournonville  at  Enfi- 
Iheim  •,  he  made  them  all  prifoners  except  the  Colo¬ 
nel  and  Major  of  the  regiment  who  had  leave  to  de¬ 
part. 

An.  1675.  All  the  French  army  being  got  together,  the  Vif- 
count  made  his  dragoons  and  the  brigade  of  Sourdis 
count  mar-  march  to  Enfifheim,  which  they  found  abandoned. 
theSenemyds  The  third  of  January  he  took  up  his  quarters  there, 
with  a  view  marched  next  day  to  the  cattle  of  Ruffac,  where  there 
b°at°tfe!r  them  were  400  dragoons  of  Brandenburgh  and  1 50  troopers 
3  January,  and  caufed  them  to  be  blocked  up  by  the  brigade  of 
Lanfon  :  he  continued  his  rout  ftrait  to  Paffenheim 
where  his  cavalry  waited  in  order  of  battle  till  his  in¬ 
fantry  came  up,  who  having  joined  them  on  the 
fourth  of  January  in  the  evening,  he  ftaid  there  all 
night.  After  the  engagement  at  Mulhaufen,  the  e- 
nemy  had  removed  all  their  quarters  to  Colmar, 
where  the  Eledfor  of  Brandenburgh  had  his :  and  as 
they  faw  that  the  Vifcount  was  marching  diredtly  to 
them  they  chofe  to  wait  for  him  in  that  poft.  It 
would  have  been  difficult  to  have  found  one  more 
advantageous  ;  they  had  Colmar  and  the  river  Ill 
on  their  left,  the  mountain  and  town  of  Turkeim 
on  their  right,  and  at  their  front  a  branch  of  the  river 
Fecht  which  cuts  the  plain  and  runs  along  from  the 
one  town  to  the  other.  Beyond  this  river  they  drew 
up  their  army  in  battalia,  made  parapets  along  the 
banks,  eredted  fome  batteries  there  and  others  at 
Colmar  to  canonade  the  flank  of  any  troops  that 

ffiould 
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fhould  come  into  the  plain,  being  perfuaded  that  An.  1675.' 
it  was  impolTible  to  approach  their  camp  by  any  o- 
ther  way.  The  Vifcount  caufed  their  fituation  to  be 
viewed  ;  he  himfelf  knew  exactly  all  the  places  there¬ 
about,  and  though  it  feemed  almoft  impoffible  to  at¬ 
tack  fo  powerful  an  army  in  fuch  an  advantageous 
poll,  yet  he  marched  towards  the  enemy  on  the  fifth 
of  January  in  the  morning. 

The  whole  army  advanced  in  two  columns  with  a  The  order  of 
vanguard  of  2000  foot  and  400  grenadiers:  after  a 
two  hours  march  it  was  within  a  league  and  a  half  march  to 
of  the  enemy,  and  there  was  nothing  between  them 
and  it  but  the  river  in  an  open  plain  a  league  broad. 

The  cavalry  which  had  ferved  the  whole  campaign 
under  the  Vifcount,  were  both  very  much  fatigued 
and  confiderably  diminifhed,  but  his  infantry  was 
good  :  he  had  received  from  the  army  in  Flanders 
a  re-inforcement  of  near  100  fquadrons  and  twenty 
battalions :  the  whole  together  amounted  to  above 
30,000  men  accuflomed  to  fight  under  Generals  of 
confummate  experience.  As  foon  as  the  French  had 
entered  the  plain,  the  Vifcount  formed  his  right  wing, 
gave  the  command  of  it  to  the  Count  de  Forges, 
and  led  his  vanguard  to  the  left,  clofe  by  the  foot 
of  the  hills,  the  ground  full  of  vines  and  encum¬ 
bered  with  hedges :  as  his  Officers  faw  only  the  in- 
conveniencies  without  difcovering  the  advantages 
of  it,  they  had  need  of  all  their  confidence  in  the 
capacity  of  their  General  to  keep  themfelves  from 
being  difcouraged.  The  left  wing  marched  in  this 
manner,  and  entered  by  the  valley  of  S.  Gregory  an 
opening  of  the  mountain  where  the  fmall  town  of 
Turkeim  is  fituated,  about  a  league  and  a  half  from 
Colmar  and  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  of  Alface, 
in  the  end  of  a  great  meadow  near  the  river  Fecht, 
which  divides  itfelf  into  two  branches  and  forms  an 
Ifle,  where  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle. 


The 
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An.  1675.  The  Count  de  Lorges  who  commanded  the  right 
ThT^d^  wing,  extended  it  in  the  plain  to  a  church  near  Col- 
ofTurkeim.mar  as  if  he  had  intended  to  attack  that  town,  which 
5  January.  macje  the  enemy  neglect  Turkeim  and  bring  all  their 
troops  to  the  left  to  oppofe  the  attempts  of  the  French 
right  wing  towards  Colmar.  They  foon  after  found 
out  the  Vifcount’s  ftratagem,  and  to  remedy  their 
error,  detached  on  their  right  towards  Turkeim 
twelve  battalions  and  fix  pieces  of  canon  fupported 
by  a  pretty  large  body  of  cavalry  to  hinder  the 
French  from  palling  the  river  and  making  themfelves 
matters  of  the  town.  The  Vifcount  made  Lieute¬ 
nant  General  Foucault  advance  with  eight  battalions 
and  attack  the  poft  which  the  enemy  had  feized  along 
the  brook,  ordering  him,  in  cafe  he  fhould  drive 
them  from  thence,  not  to  follow  them  nor  take  their 
canon,  in  order  to  avoid  a  general  battle  *,  he  like  wife 
forbad  him  to  begin  the  attack  till  an  hour  before 
fun  fet,  that  the  enemy  might  take  counfelinthe  night 
and  retire  by  favour  of  it  to  prevent  being  attacked 
next  day  in  front  and  flank.  Foucault  marched  with 
the  eight  battalions  till  he  was  oppoflte  to  the  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  Imperialifts,  he  ftood  their  fire  for 
fome  time  with  a  great  deal  of  firmnefs,  and  was  foon 
re-inforced  by  the  Queen’s  battalion  and  thofe  of  Na¬ 
varre,  Anjou  and  Vaifieaux,  who  bravely  paflfed  the 
river  and  made  feveral  difcharges.  The  enemy 
could  not  fuftain  their  attack,  they  gave  ground  by 
degrees  and  began  to  retreat,  which  encouraged  the 
French  to  pufh  them  and  take  poflefiion  of  their 
poft:  the  Imperialifts  immediately  abandoned  Tur¬ 
keim.  Night  came  on,  and  fufpended  the  battle 
till  next  day  :  the  Vifcount’s  troops  continued  in  the 
fituation  they  were  in,  only  he  fent  and  feized  an 
eminence  above  Turkeim  with  a  view  to  make  ufe 
of  it  if  the  enemy  ftaid  in  their  camp  till  day  :  but 
fear  having  feized  the  Imperialifts,  they  retired  by 
night  and  at  fun  rifing  there  was  no  enemy  to  be  feen 
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in  the  plain.  Thus  ended  the  action  of  Turkeim,  An.  1675. 
where  Lieutenant  General  Foucault  and  the  Marquis 
de  Mouchi  a  Brigadier  were  killed.  Never  did  the 
Vifcount  give  more  fignal  proofs  of  his  forefight,  of 
the  greatnefs  of  genius  and  capacity  in  wan,  than  on 
this  occafion. 

The  next  day  Turenne  advanced  along  the  brook 
towards  Colmar,  where  he  learned  that  the  enemy  the  Rhfne! 
had  made  their  baggage  and  artillery  file  off,  that  at6  JanuaI> 
midnight  their  army  had  decamped  in  great  diforder, 
having  polled  a  few  fquadrons  only  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  during  the  night  to  cover  their  retreat ;  that 
they  had  taken  the  road  to  Scheleftat  and  left  their 
fick  and  wounded  men  in  Colmar :  and  indeed  the 
French  found  3000  of  them  there  and  feveral  offi¬ 
cers.  .At  nine  in  the  morning  Monclar  was  detach¬ 
ed  with  the  brigades  of  Humieres  and  Lambert  to 
follow  them  and  obferve  them  without  attempting 
any  thing.  The  Imperialifts  being  arrived  at  Sche¬ 
leftat,  polled  themlelves  advantageoufly  there,  ex¬ 
tended  themfelves  to  Chatenoi  and  thus  took  up  all  the 
breadth  of  country  from  the  mountains  of  Alface  to  the 
river  1 11  •,  they  ftaid  there  three  days  waiting  till  their 
baggage  and  artillery  had  got  pall  the  defiles,  and 
then  marched  to  Benfeld  in  order  to  crofs  the  Rhine  at 
the  bridge  of  Stralburgh.  On  the  ninth  the  Vifcount 
followed  them,  took  up  his  quarters  at  Gemer, 
fpread  his  troops  all  round  Scheleftat  and  entered  the 
town  himfelf  in  order  to  remove  the  Burgo-Mafters 
fears.  On  the  eleventh  the  enemy’s  army  left  Benfeld 
and  repaffed  the  Rhine.  Turenne  had  on  the  third 
fent  a  letter  to  Stralburgh,  alluring  the  inhabitants 
that  he  would  obferve  a  neutrality  with  them,  with¬ 
out  doing  them  any  harm,  forgiving  and  forgetting 
all  that  was  pall.  This  letter  had  produced  the  effect 
defired,  and  the  Magiftrates  trailing  to  the  affu- 
ranees  he  had  given  them,  fent  to  him  on  the  four¬ 
teenth  Kinfer,  the  town  Secretary,  to  inform  him 
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An.  1 675.  that  the  confederates  hadrepafled  the  Rhine  and  to  de- 
fire  him  to  renew  the  neutrality  :  the  Vifcount  agreed 
to  it  on  condition  that  they  would  not  allow  the  ene¬ 
my  to  crofs  at  their  bridge. 

The  vif-  The  fuccefs  of  this  campaign  aftonifhed  all  Eu- 
toUieTeieiierr  roPe,  but  the  furprize  was  ftill  greater  when  it  was 
Secretary  of  known  that  the  Vifcount  had  foretold  it  two  months 
before.  The  King  caufed  to  be  read  in  prefence  of 
all  the  Court  a  letter  from  the  General  dated  the 
thirtieth  of  Odtober  at  his  camp  at  Dettweiler  and 
directed  to  le  Tellier  Secretary  of  State,  in  which 
Turenne  fignified  to  him,  44  That  pretending  not 
44  to  be  able  to  refill  the  enemy  after  their  jundlion 
44  with  the  Elector  ofBrandenburgh,  he  would  ftill 
44  retire  before  them  *,  that  to  give  them  the  greater 
44  confidence  he  would  retreat  quite  intoLorrain  •,  af- 
44  ter  which  they  would  not  fail  to  extend  themfelves 
4 4  all  over  Alface  •,  that  then  he  would  fall  upon  their 
44  quarters  by  a  way  that  they  Ihould  never  fufpect 
44  his  coming  to  furprize  them  •,  and  that  he  would 
44  perhaps  oblige  them  to  repafs  the  Rhine  and  take 
44  up  their  winter  quarters  in  their  own  country. 

The  Vifcount  was  yet  in  his  camp  near  Schelc- 
ftat  when  he  received  a  letter  dated  the  thirteenth  of 
January  at  S.  Germain  en  Laye  in  which  the  King 
exprefied  a  great  impatience  to  fee  him.  He  imme¬ 
diately  fet  out  for  Paris,  after  he  had  given  the  ne- 
cefiary  orders  for  the  fecurity  of  Alface,  and  left  the 
command  of  the  army  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun, 
who  foon  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Mollheim,  Mo- 
zig  and  Achlleim  the  only  place  which  the  confede¬ 
rates  held  in  Alface  ;  Vaubrun  poffeiTed  himfelf  of 
feveral  other  polls  in  Brifgaw  which  fecured  a  com¬ 
munication  with  the  country  on  both  fides  the  Rhine, 
provided  plenty  of  provifions  for  the  fubfiltence  of 
the  troops  in  their  winter  quarters,  and  thus  put  an 
The  vif-  end  to  a  campaign  that  was  fo  fortunate  to  France. 
court.8°es  t0  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  in  his  way  to  Paris,  met 
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every  where  great  multitudes  of  people  of  all  ages  An.  1675. 
and  conditions  who  came  to  fee  him  ;  the  inhabitants 
of  Champagne  flocked  together  in  crowds  ten  leagues 
round,  fhed  tears  of  joy  upon  feeing  him,  and  looked 
upon  him  as  a  deliverer  who  had  faved  them  from  the 
calamities  of  an  approaching  invafion.  When  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Court,  the  King  received  him  with  greater 
marks  of  efteem  and  favour  than  he  had  ever  fhowed 
to  any  body  :  the  whole  converfation  in  Paris  turned 
upon  his  1  aft  campaign,  the  luftre  of  which  feemed  to 
eclipfe  all  his  preceding  ones  ;  it  was  faid  every 
where  that  Fabius  was  become  Alexander  •,  he  was 
looked  upon  as  the  preferver  of  the  State  •,  people 
ftop’d  in  the  ftreets  to  fee  him  as  he  pafled  •,  he  could 
not  appear  in  publick  without  being  furrounded  by  a 
crowd  of  people,  who  wept  with  joy  and  admiration. 

Louvois  himfelf  could  not  avoid  doing  juftice  to  The  vif- 
this  General  •,  he  reflected  with  a  kind  of  confufion^V™"* 
on  all  the  difadvantageous  judgments  he  had  pafled  regard  to 
on  the  Vifcount’s  condudt  during  this  long  and  glo-L°UVOIS* 
rious  campaign.  The  Prince  of  Conde  being  dif- 
fatisfled  with  the  Minifter,  fpoke  of  his  difcontent  to 
Turenne  •,  and  they  both  refolved  to  complain  of  him 
to  the  King,  not  fo  much  to  gratify  their  refentments 
as  to  hinder  his  difconcerting  the  projedts  of  the  enfu- 
ing  campaign.  Conde  was  foftened  and  appeafed 
by  the  fubmiffions  of  the  Chancellor  le  Tellier,  [the 
Minifter’s  father]  but  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  think¬ 
ing  he  fhould  fail  in  his  duty  if  he  keptfilence,  fpoke 
refolutely  to  the  King,  and  made  him  fenfible  that  tho* 

Louvois  was  an  able  Minifter  yet  he  was  not  always 
qualified  to  judge  of  the  operations  ofa  war  in  a  remote 
country  fo  well  as  -the  Generals  who  were  upon  the 
fpot.  He  did  not  fo  much  as  mention  any  thing  that 
regarded  himfelf  perfonally,  and  dwelt  only  on  fuch 
matters  as  might  affedt  the  welfare  of  the  State :  he 
defired  leave  of  the  King  to  write  to  him  diredtly, 
and  to  have  his  letters  delivered  by  his  nephew  Car¬ 
dinal 
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An.  i675.dinal  Bouillon.  Louis  granted  him  all  he  alked,  and 
admired  the  moderation,  generality,  and  greatnefs 
of  foul  of  a  man  who  did  juftice  to  the  merit  even  of 
thofe  who  had  endeavoured  to  injure  him.  He  af¬ 
terwards  ordered  Louvois  to  go  wait  on  the  Vif- 
count,  make  his  apology  to  him  for  what  had 
palt  in  the  preceding  campaign,  and  defire  his  friend- 
fhip.  Louvois  obeyed,  not  only  becaufe  it  behoved 
him  to  fubmit  to  the  orders  of  a  King  who  never 
gave  any  that  could  be  negleCted  with  impunity,  but 
from  a  real  defire  of  gaining  the  efteem  of  a  He¬ 
ro,  to  whom  no  body  could  with  honour  be  a  de¬ 
clared  enemy.  The  Vifcount  received  Louvois  with 
that  dignity  and  affability  which  always  unite  in  great 
men  to  infpire  at  the  fame  time  refpedt  and  love. 
He  heard  the  Minifter’s  compliment  and  then  an- 
fwered  him,  “  I  have  done  a  great  deal  to  gain  your 
<c  friend Ih ip,  becaufe  the  King’s  fervice  required  it ; 
“  and  yet  I  have  not  been  able  hitherto  to  obtain  it. 
“  You  now  afk  mine  becaufe  his  Majefty  orders 
“  you  fo  to  do ;  I  do  not  refufe  it  you :  but  allow 
“  me  to  tell  you  that  I  fhall  not  make  you  a  pro- 
“  mife  of  it  till  you  have  lhewn  by  your  conduct 
<c  that  you  defire  it  in  earneft. 

The  vif-  The  Vifcount’s  glory  and  reputation  were  quickly 
IT  re-  fpread  not  only  in  the  Capital  and  the  moft  diftant 
tire,  but  the  Provinces,  but  alfo  in  foreign  countries.  Moft  of 
King  hindersthe  Princes  in  Europe  fpolce  of  him  as  of  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  man  *,  no  body  had  ever  heard  of  a  reputation 
more  fhining  or  more  extenfive.  Far  from  being  e- 
levated  or  growing  proud  amidft  all  this  fplendor,  he 
was  fenfible  of  the  vanity  of  it  from  the  principles  of 
virtue  which  pofTeffed  his  mind. 

He  had  once  again  a  mind  to  retire  from  the  dif¬ 
fractions  of  the  world  *,  the  Houfe  of  the  Inftitution 
of  the  Priefts  of  the  Oratory  *  was  the  place  he  had 

chofen, 

*  Tradition  of  the  family  of  Bouillon,  The  fame  tradition  is  among  tha 
Fathers  of  the  Oratory,  and  was  originally  founded  on  the  teftimony  of  du  Ca¬ 
ll  ei 
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chofen,  there  to  give  himfelf  up  to  the  pure  plea- An.  1675* 
fures  of  a  life  of  thought  and  contemplation  :  but 
the  King  again  forbidding  his  retirement,  he  obey’d 
and  prepared  to  make  a  campaign  againft  one  of  the 
greateft  Generals  of  the  age. 

In  the  preceding  year,  France  by  herfelf,  withoutsix  great  at. 
allies,  had  maintained  the  war  againft  the  Spaniards,  ™1^nEu" 
Imperialifts  and  Dutch  :  fhe  had  conquered  Franche-manded  by 
Comte,  preferved  all  her  frontiers  and  obliged  thejj*^310®* 
Germans  to  feek  their  winter  quarters  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Rhine.  A  treaty  of  peace  was  fet  on  foot  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter,  and  Nimeguen  was  agreed  upon  for 
the  place  of  negotiation  •,  but  the  Emperor  Leo¬ 
pold  refufing  to  fet  at  liberty  Prince  William  of 
Furftemberg,  afterwards  Cardinal  and  Bifhop  of 
Strafburgh,  whom  he  kept  prifoner,  Louis  XIV. 
demanded  his  enlargement  and  would  hearken 
to  no  propofals  for  a  peace  without  that  prelimi¬ 
nary.  The  King  of  Sweden  gave  up  his  title  of 
Mediator  which  he  had  bore  for  two  years  paft, 
and  declared  war  againft  the  Elector  of  Branden- 
burgh:  which  produced  in  favour  of  France  a  di- 
verfion  of  the  troops  of  the  Empire,  'and  obliged 
the  Eledtor  and  the  Princes  of  Brunfwick  and  Lu- 
nenburgh  to  retire  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  and 
enter  with  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter’s  troops  into  the 
Country  of  Bremen.  There  then  appeared  in  Europe 
fix  great  armies  commanded  by  fix  Generals  of  di- 
ftinguifhed  capacity  and  valour.  The  Prince  of 
Conde  returned  into  Flanders  in  the  month  of  May 
to  fight  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch  commanded  by 
the  Prince  of  Orange :  the  Eleftor  of  Brandenburgh 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  troops  and  thofe  of 
his  allies  to  oppofe  the  Swedes  whole  General  was 
the  Conftable  W rangel  ■,  the  Emperor  fent  the 
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fively  with  him  in  the  campaigns  that  followed  his  converfton, 
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duce  the  in¬ 
habitants  of 
Straiburgh. 
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Count  de  Montecuculli  into  Swabia  to  hearten  the 
Imperialifts,  ftill  terrified  at  Turenne’s  victories. 

The  Vifcount  ufed  in  the  beginning  of  every  cam¬ 
paign  to  regulate  his  accounts  and  pay  all  his  debts  : 
he  was  more  than  ordinary  follicitous  this  year  to  fee 
that  piece  of  juftice  performed.  *  Before  his  depar¬ 
ture  for  Alface  he  went  to  vifit  Cardinal  de  Retz  and 
told  him  that  were  it  not  for  the  prefent  fituation  of 
affairs  he  would  retire  as  he  had  done.  He  left  Pa¬ 
ris  on  the  eleventh  of  May  and  went  to  Scheleftadt, 
where  the  troops  which  had  ftaid  in  Alface  under 
the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun  were  to 
rendezvous. 

Montecuculli  had  a  defign  to  pafs  the  Rhine  at 
Straiburgh,  and  endeavour  to  reap,  in  the  higher 
Allace,  thofe  advantages  of  which  the  multipli¬ 
city  of  counfels  and  the  bad  conduct  of  the  con¬ 
federate  Generals  had  till  then  deprived  them.  He 
had  taken  the  Emperor’s  old  troops  from  their  win¬ 
ter  quarters  much  fooner  than  ufual,  and  made  them 
advance  towards  Straiburgh.  He  went  thither  him- 
felf  to  view  the  neighbouring  polls,  and  to  reprefent 
to  the  inhabitants  that  it  was  their  intereft  in  particu¬ 
lar  and  that  of  the  Empire  in  general  to  allow  him  a 
paffage  •,  that  it  was  the  only  means  to  drive  the 
French  from  the  Rhine,  and  to  reftore  Alface  to  its 
liberty  that  they  had  no  reafon  to  fear  a  turn  like 
that  which  happened  in  the  laft  campaign  •,  that  he 
did  not  command  an  army  levied  in  halte,  divided 
in  intereft  and  conducted  by  leaders  of  different 
fentiments  and  equal  authority,  but  was  alone  at  the 
head  of  the  flower  of  the  Imperial  troops  in  order  to 
deliver  Alface  from  a  foreign  yoke.  Turenne  was 
informed  at  Nancy  of  Montecuculli’s  negotiations, 
and  judged  that  his  prefence  was  the  only  thing  that 
would  keep  the  inhabitants  of  Straiburgh  fteddy  to 
their  neutrality  :  he  haftened  to  enter  Alface,  made 


*  Madame  de  Sevigne’s  Letters.  Vol.  II.  Let.  201, 
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his  troops  advance  with  all  expedition  to  join  the  reft  An.  167;. 
at  the  rendezvous  at  Scheleftadt,  arrived  there  as 
foon  as  they,  and  marched  immediately  with  his  ca¬ 
valry  to  Benfeld  four  leagues  and  an  half  from  Straf- 
burgh  ;  the  inhabitants  terrified  at  his  approach  fent 
to  allure  him  that  they  would  continue  neuter.  On 
the  2  7th  of  May  he  went  and  encamped  at  the  village  27  May* 
of  Achenem  a  league  and  a  half  from  Strafburgh, 
from  whence  might  be  leen  the  whole  French  army 
entrenched  in  two  lines:  by  this  diligence  the  Vif¬ 
count  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  gain  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  campaign.  Had  he  delayed  his 
march  for  fome  days  Montecuculli  would  have  paf- 
fed  the  Rhine,  entered  the  higher  Alface  and  reduced 
the  French  to  a  worle  condition  than  they  were 
in  the  year  before :  but  the  half  of  the  Imperial  army 
which  had  wintered  in  the  Country  of  Liege  could 
not  come  up  time  enough  to  pafs  the  Rhine  with  the 
troops  which  the  German  General  had  drawn  out  of 
their  quarters  in  Suabia :  though  he  faw  his  meafures 
difconcerted,  yet  he  did  not  give  over  the  defign  up¬ 
on  which  his  whole  fcheme  for  the  campaign  turned ; 
which  was  to  find  an  opportunity  of  crofting  the 
Rhine  and  to  oblige  the  French  General  to  keep  at  a 
diftance  from  Strafburgh  :  he  marched  ftrait  to  Phi- 
lipfburgh,  gave  out  that  he  intended  to  befiege  it, 
feized  all  the  polls  round  it,  caufed  the  flying 
bridges  at  Manheim  to  be  put  in  order,  and  a 
bridge  of  boats  to  be  made  near  Spires. 

The  Vifcount  left  his  army  in  the  camp  at  Achen- Montecu- 
heim,  advanced  with  400  horfe  and  1000  dragoons 
as  far  as  Haguenau,  took  from  thence  100  footnear  spires, 
which  he  threw  into  Philiplburgh,  and  then  rejoined 
his  army.  Montecuculli  made  a  part  of  his  troops  pafs  br‘<tees at 
the  Rhine,  fent  fome  cavalry  to  Landau  and  Neuftadt,  °tur,h,;im’ 
and  made  a  body  of  Croatians  advance  to  Lauter- 
bourg  in  order  to  engage  the  Vifcount  to  march  up  to 
him  or  cover  Haguenau ;  all  thefe  feints  did  not  move 
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An.  x675-Turenne  :  as  he  judged  rightly  of  the  enemy’s  de- 
fign  by  the  knowledge  he  had  of  their  true  intereft, 
nothing  could  make  him  remove  far  from  the 
capital  of  Alface.  In  the  beginning  of  June 
he  detached  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun  with  his  re¬ 
giment  of  cavalry,  that  of  Gournay,  Rambure’s 
brigade  of  infantry  and  fix  pieces  of  canon  to  go  and 
encamp  at  Erftein  on  the  river  Ill  and  to  make  with 
all  expedition  a  bridge  over  the  Rhine  four  leagues 
from  Strafburgh  near  the  village  of  Ottenheim  in  a 
place  where  the  river  dividing  itfelf  into  five  bran¬ 
ches  forms  feveral  Iflands  covered  with  woods :  it 
was  neceflkry  to  have  as  many  bridges  there,  and 
to  cut  roads  acrofs  the  woods  :  boats  and  other  necef- 
fary  materials  were  brought  from  Brifac  for  making 
thefe  bridges,  which,  by  the  care  of  the  Marquis  de 
Vaubrun,  were  finifhed  in  four  days  together  with 
an  entrenchment  at  the  head  of  the  laft. 

The  vit-  On  the  fixdi  of  June  the  Vifcount  went  to  vifit 
camps^t  this  work,  palled  the  Rhine,  and  viewed  the  places 
ojfnf in  ab°ut  the  bridges  going  down  the  river  as  far  as  Ot- 
6  June.'  tenheim.  The  next  day,  having  ordered  his  men 
to  take  bread  for  four  days,  he  decamped  at  two  in 
the  morning  and  marched  with  the  whole  army  af¬ 
ter  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun  who  led  the  vanguard. 
There  were  but  five  leagues  to  Ottenheim  where  they 
were  to  encamp  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine  j 
but  the  rain  had  made  the  roads  fo  bad  that  the  rear 
could  not  come  up  till  next  morning,  and  the  Vifcount 
continued  all  night  at  the  head  of  the  laft  bridge  to 
make  the  troops  advance.  Scarce  was  the  rear  ar¬ 
rived  when  he  made  the  van  march  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  rain  and  the  defiles  by  five  in  the  even¬ 
ing  he  got  to  Vilftet :  this  village  is  one  of  the  depen¬ 
dencies  of  the  County  of  Hainau,  is  near  two  leagues 
from  Strafburgh  and  watered  by  the  river  Quinche 
which  iftiies  from  the  mountains  of  the  Black-Foreft 
and  falls  into  the  Rhine  a  little  below  fort  Kell.  The 
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Vifcount  incamped  his  army  from  Vilftet  and  the  ri-An.  167;. 
ver  Quinche  to  the  village  of  Ekerfvir  by  which  runs 
the  brook  of  Schutteren,  which  joins  the  Quinche  a 
little  before  it  falls  into  the  Rhine  3  and  by  this 
fituation  he  cut  off  the  enemies  way  to  Strafburgh, 
nor  could  they  come  to  him  but  through  long  defiles 
and  by  croffing  a  river. 

Montecuculli  not  having  penetrated  into  the  Vif  Montecu- 
count’s  defign,  had  let  him  feize  the  poft  of  Vil-belteen  of- 
ftet  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fent  word  to  the  in-  temberg  and 
habitants  of  Strafburgh  that  he  was  coming  to  take Oftembour£* 
poffeffion  of  it  himfelf  he  did  not  on  that  occa- 
fion  fhew  the  fame  activity  that  the  Vifcount  had 
done  fifteen  days  before.  Montecuculli  was  again 
difconcerted  and  found  that  the  only  thing  he  could 
do  was  to  march  directly  to  the  French  army.  The 
Vifcount  fent  to  view  the  town  of  Offembourg, 
which  was  two  leagues  from  his  camp  it  was 
in  too  good  condition  for  him  to  undertake  the 
fiege  of  it  •,  Montecuculli  had  made  Lieutenant  Ge¬ 
neral  Spork  march  thither  with  a  great  body  of  ca¬ 
valry,  three  fquadrons  of  which  were  thrown  into 
the  place.  On  the  thirteenth  of  June  the  enemy  drew  13  June* 
near  :  the  Vifcount  went  to  view  them  himfelf,  and 
feeing  how  they  directed  their  march  he  made  his 
army  encamp  in  battalia  with  the  front  towards  the 
place  by  which  they  were  to  pafs.  The  Impe¬ 
rial  army  confiding  of  25,000  men,  extended 
itfelf  from  Ortemberg  where  its  left  was,  to  be¬ 
yond  Offembourg  along  the  Quinche  •,  its  right 
was  but  a  league  and  an  half  from  the  head  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  French  army  which  did  not  amount  to 
20,000  men  •,  but  the  defiles  and  woods  which 
were  in  the  fpace  that  feparated  the  two  armies, 
hindered  them  from  coming  nearer  one  another 
without  difadvantage  and  danger, 

The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  fixed  upon  thefe  two 
great  Generals,  whofe  fuccefs  was  going  to  decide  two  Gene- 
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An.  1675.  the  fortune  of  the  King’s  arms  and  thofe  of  the  Em- 
peror  in  Germany.  *  They  were  near  of  an  age, 
had  had  the  fame  education,  being  formed  by  un¬ 
cles  who  were  rivals,  Prince  Maurice  and  Count  Er- 
nefl:,  had  carried  a  mufket  before  they  obtained  any. 
commiffion,  and  acquired  by  fifty  years  fighting  a 
confummate  experience  in  all  the  branches  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  art  i  both  the  one  and  the  other  had  received  from 
Heaven  an  extraordinary  genius,  a  folid  judgment,  a 
mind  mafter  of  itfelf,  and  a  coolnefs  of  temper,  which 
is  no  lefs  neceffary  in  a  General  than  forefight  and  va¬ 
lour.  As  they  became  Captains  by  ftudy  they  fought 
by  rules  and  left  fcarce  any  thing  to  fortune :  and  be¬ 
ing  adored  by  the  foldiers,  love  to  the  General  rather 
than  the  obedience  due  to  the  Sovereign  feemed  to  ani¬ 
mate  each  army :  thefe  two  Generals  knew,  efteemed 
and  feared  one  another  •,  neither  of  them  durft  hope  to 
get  a  victory  through  the  fault  of  his  enemy,  he  muft 
gain  it  by  force  of  genius  and  military  fcience.  “  This 
“  laftcampaign,  (accordingtotheopinion  j'ofagreat 
“  judge  in  the  art  of  war)  is  the  mafter-piece  of  the 
“  VifcQunt  deTurenne  and  the  Count  de  Montecu- 
*e  culli  •,  there  is  nothing  fo  fine  in  all  antiquity  ;  none 
“  but  the  Connoijfeurs  in  the  art  can  form  a  right 
judgment  of  it.  ”  How  many  obftacles  were  there 
tofurmountonbothfides!  How  many  feints,  marches, 
counter-marches,  deep  and  artful  flratagems  and  de- 
figns !  It  is  by  thefe  things  that  great  Generals  are 
known,  and  not  by  eafy  conquefts,  or  by  gaining 
vidlories  with  a  prodigious  number  of  troops. 

Thcene-  The  Vifcount  had  palled  the  Rhine  ;  it  was  a  bold 
Mdthcpki»^P  w,hich  fpread  a  terror  in  the  Empire  and  obli- 
« the  cam-  ged  Montecuculli  to  try  all  ways  to  make  him  repafs 
pai#n‘  it :  he  could  not  fucceed  but  by  beating  the  French 
or  depriving  them  of  the  means  of  fubfiftence  *,  the 
former  was  uncertain  and  the  latter  might  be  tedi- 

*  See  the  characters  of  thefe  two  great  Captains  by  the  P.  de  Tournemine, 
in  the  journals  of  Trevoux  for  the  month  of  May  in  the  year  1707. 
f  CJavalier  Follajd,  Polybius,  Vol.  I.  p.  255, 
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©us :  the  Vifcount  brought  his  provifions  from  the  An.  1675. 
upper  Alface  by  means  of  the  bridges  which  he  had  o- 
ver  the  branches  of  the  Rhine,  and  had  meadows  be¬ 
hind  him  to  feed  his  horfes  when  there  fhould  be  no 
more  forrage.  Montecuculli  had  not  the  fame  advan¬ 
tage  :  his  army,  followed  by  a  great  number  of  ufelefs 
people  and  horfes,  would  probably  be  in  want  of  pro¬ 
vifions  fooner  thanTurenne’s.  The  Imperialifts  beft 
expedient  was  to  make  themfelves  matters  of  the 
Vifcount’s  bridges :  the  projedt  feemed  feafibleandthe 
fuccefs  would  have  procured  them  great  advantages 
as  well  as  great  honour.  Turenne  had  two  bridges 
to  guard,  the  one  his  own  near  Ottenheim,  and  the 
other  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Strafburgh, 
who  waited  only  an  opportunity  to  break  their  word 
with  impunity  :  their  bridge  was  guarded  by  the 
troops  of  the  Circle  of  Suabia  potted  in  fort  Kell,  which 
the  Vifcount  could  not  hinder  Montecuculli  from 
feizing  but  by  flaying  at  Vilftet,  near  five  leagues 
from  Ottenheim  and  two  from  Strafburgh,  fo  that 
he  had  an  extent  of  feven  leagues  to  guard. 

The  Vifcount  not  doubting  but  that  the  enemy  The  vir- 
would  apply  themfelves  to  the  taking  of  the  bridges,  ^"h/ad-* 
caufed  eight  battalions,  three  brigades  of  cavalry  and  vantageous 
eight  pieces  of  canon  to  march  under  the  command pofts* 
of  the  Count  de  Lorges  and  poft  themfelves  at  the 
village  of  Altenheim,  a  league  and  a  half  from  the 
bridge  of  Ottenheim,  the  head  of  which  was  alrea¬ 
dy  guarded  by  the  battalion  of  Bandeville  and  800 
men  detached  from  Brifac  to  which  were  joined  the 
battalion  of  Bretagne  and  the  brigade  of  Renty ,  T u- 
renne  had  had  the  precaution  to  open  all  the  defiles 
from  Vilftet  to  the  bridge  that  his  troops  might 
march  with  more  eafe  and  greater  expedition  from 
either  of  thofe  places  to  the  other  as  occafion  fhould 
Require.  After  the  enemy  had  encamped  at  Offem- 
bourg  he  potted  his  dragoons  in  a  wood  on  the  right 
of  his  firft  line  and  300  fost  and  200  horle  on  his 
left  near  Gieffen,  H  h  4  Moru 
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An.  1675.  Montecuculli  having  for  fome  days  examined  the 

fituation  of  the  French  camp,  and  all  the  polls  pof- 
cuiii  endea-  felfed  by  the  Vifcount,  faw  that  he  could  not,  nor 
make  The  ought  to  attack  him  ;  he  had  recourfe  to  ftra- 
vifcount  a-  tagem,  and  made  as  if  he  had  a  mind  to  fall  upon 
poftTuvii-  t^ie  bridge  ofOttenheim,  with  a  view  to  make  Tu- 
ftet.  renne  abandon  his  poll  at  Vilflet.  The  French  were 
is  June.  f°on  a^ter  inf°rmeb  that  the  enemy  had  decamped 
and  that  all  their  army  was  marching  towards  Brif- 
gau  along  the  foot  of  the  mountains  of  the  Black 
Foreft  •,  fome  parties  however  brought  word  that 
it  was  only  a  great  detachment :  they  were  yet  in 
an  uncertainty  when  the  Marquis  d’Harcourt  who 
had  accompany’d  the  Count  de  Lorges  came  and 
told  the  Vifcount  that  forty  fquadrons  of  the  enemy 
having  appeared  in  fight  of  the  advanced  guards  of 
the  detachment  near  Altenheim,  he  had  made  his 
troops  march  to  a  poll  which  he  had  viewed  with  a 
defign  to  fight  the  Imperialifts  if  they  palled  that 
way,  judging  it  better  to  do  fo  than  to  go  to  the 
bridge,  which  he  could  not  reach  without  expoling 
his  flank  to  the  enemy  and  feparating  himfelf  entire¬ 
ly  from  the  Count  de  Lorges’s  corps.  Toung  man , 
anfwered  the  Vifcount,  you  have  made  a  very  bold 
fiep  :  we  foa.ll  fee  presently  whether  you  have  done  well. 
In  a  little  time  after  Turenne  decamped,  left  lome 
infantry,  cavalry  and  dragoons  at  Vilflet,  marched 
with  his  army  in  great  halle  and  took  up  his  quarters 
at  Altenheim  :  in  his  way  he  viewed  the  poll  which 
the  Marquis  d’FIarcourt  had  feized,  and  exceeding¬ 
ly  commended  his  condudt :  he  then  made  the  Count 
de  Lorges  advance  to  Meiflenheim  a  league  nearer  the 
bridge,  and  by  this  difpofition  covered  the  polls  of 
Ottenheim  and  Vilflet,  and  put  himfelf  in  a  condition 
of  fuccouring  whichfoever  of  them  fhould  be  attack¬ 
ed  :  moreover  he  was  fenfible  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  country  that  the  Imperialifts  could  not  come  at 
them  but  with  difficulty  and  by  marching  in  file. 

The 
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The  Imperialifts  after  marching  three  leagues  had  An.  1675.' 
taken  up  their  head  quarters  at  the  Abbey  of  Schut- 
teren  on  the  brook  of  the  fame  name,  extending  ma°k«Tivers 
their  left  to  Loor  along  the  foot  of  the  mountain, marches  and 
which  they  kept  behind  them  •,  there  was  but  a  mashes, 
jeague  between  their  camp,  and  that  of  the  French, with  a  view 
which  were  feparated  only  by  the  brook  Dunditz  ford-^e^vffcount. 
able  every  where,  but  the  banks  of  which  were  very 
fteep.  The  Vifcount  went  himfelf  to  view  the  brook, 
and  found  a  bridge  over  it  on  the  mid- way  between 
the  two  armies,  where  the  enemy  had  planted  no 
guard  •,  he  broke  it  down,  and  left  at  the  paffage 
50  men  fupported  by  feveral  detachments  in  diffe¬ 
rent  polls  from  that  place  to  the  army  ;  he  took  the 
fame  precaution  in  other  parts  where  the  paffage 
feemed  the  eafieft.  The  Count  de  Montecuculli 
feeing  himfelf  once  more  prevented,  continued  in 
his  camp  at  the  Abbey  of  Schutteren,  and  made 
divers  motions  to  the  right  and  left,  fometimes  to¬ 
wards  the  bridge  of  Altenheim,  fometimes  towards 
that  of  Strasburgh  •,  the  Vifcount  obferved  him 
narrowly,  was  every  where,  and  fo  well  defend¬ 
ed  his  two  bridges,  that  the  enemy  could  not  make 
themfelves  mailers  of  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

During  all  the  time  that  the  two  armies  continued 
in  this  fituation,  there  hardly  palfed  a  day  without 
fome  rencounters;  the  Imperialifts  and  French  per¬ 
petually  harraffed  each  other,  yet  nothing  more 
happened  than  flight  fkirmifhes. 

The  enemy  could  not  conceive  how  the  Vifcount  The  vif- 
with  20,000  men,  had  fo  guarded  an  extent  ofco“"'sr^r 
ground  of  three  long  leagues  from  Vilftet  to  Otten- wTgefroL 
heim,  that  he  was  ftill  at  hand  to  defend  his  own0^'®’ 
bridge  and  that  of  Strasburgh,  whenever  they  be-  hdm. 
gan  to  march  towards  the  one  or  the  other :  he  was 
continually  in  motion,  and  his  troops  always  in 
aflion.  However  to  fpare  them  this  extraordinary 

fatigue. 
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An.  1675.  fatigue,  he  caufed  the  bridge  at  Ottenheim  to  be 
behind  him,  to  be  removed  near  Altenheim,  where 
he  took  up  his  head  quarters :  the  men  began  to 
jane  2i.  work  at  the  bridge  on  the  twenty  fecond  of  June, 
June  26.  and  on  the  twenty  fixth  it  was  finifhed  in  a  place 
where  there  were  as  many  ifles  as  in  the  other, 
where  the  ground  was  better  for  pafling,  and  which 
was  nearer  Strasburgh.  By  thus  contracting  his  ar¬ 
my,  the  Yifcount  had  not  much  above  two  leagues 
to  guard,  from  Altenheim  to  Vilftet. 

Montecueuiii  The  enemy  faw  the  defigns  they  had  upon  the 
K°mhisat  bridge  of  the  French  army  thus  defeated,  and  found 
offembourg  themfelves  in  a  very  perplexing  fituation  ;  they  had 
-^the  confumed  all  the  provifions  of  the  little  Imperial 
vifcount  towns  round  about  them,  and  could  find  none  but 
frompoft  to  W^at  they  brought  from  Suabia  by  the  valley  of  the 
Foft.  river  Quinche,  which  was  a  very  long  and  difficult 
way  ;  while  on  the  other  hand  there  came  abun¬ 
dance  into  the  French  camp  from  Alface  by  Alten¬ 
heim,  and  from  Brifac  by  the  Rhine.  The  Impe- 
rialifts  could  not  extend  themfelves  either  to  the 
right  or  the  left,  becaufe  they  were  fhut  up  on 
one  fide  by  the  river,  and  on  the  other  by  the  moun¬ 
tains  ;  they  would  willingly  have  marched  towards 
Friburg,  where  there  were  great  magazines  •,  but 
in  going  thither  they  would  have  expofed  their 
flank  to  the  French  :  the  fafeft  method  was  to  re¬ 
turn  back,  and  notwithftanding  the  fhame  of  it 
they  refolved  to  retire.  Montecueuiii  left  the  Ab¬ 
bey  of  Schutteren,  regained  his  old  camp  at  Of¬ 
fembourg,  and  the  Vifcount  returned  to  Vilftet  1 
examining  the  enemy’s  procedure,  he  judged  that- 
having  given  over  the  defign  of  pofleffing  them¬ 
felves  of  his  bridge,  they  could  have  no  other  view 
but  that  of  drawing  near  to  Strafburgh,  in  order  to 
have  fome  communication  with  that  great  town  by 
boats  on  the  Rhine  :  being  refolved  to  keep  by  the 
fide  of  them,  and  defend  the  approaches  to  the  river 

without 


Vifcount  deTURENNE.  475 

without  going  too  far  from  his  bridge,  he  palled  An.  1675. 
the  Quinche  between  Vilftet  and  Strafburgh,  polled 
his  right  at  the  river  near  Neumul,  and  leaving 
Strasburgh  behind  him  he  extended  his  left  to  Bo- 
derfvir  under  the  command  of  the  Count  de  Lorges. 

The  Imperialifts  then  quitted  Offembourg,  advan¬ 
ced  two  leagues,  and  polled  themfelves  from  Ur- 
laff  to  Brunhurft.  The  next  day  the  Vifcount  leav-  June  z%. 
ing  his  left  wing  at  Boderfvir,  made  his  right  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  other  fide  of  the  village,  in  which  he 
took  up  his  head  quarters,  and  polled  his  dragoons 
in  the  front. 

The  two  armies  continued  in  this  fituation  fix  days  Montecu- 
without  doing  any  thing  ;  then  the  Imperialifts  de-jj"^j£,"nd 
camped  and  marched  into  the  little  plain  of  Schert-  the  Vifcount 
zen,  where  the  Rhine  being  at  their  right,  and  the 
Renchen  at  the  head  of  their  camp,  they  extended 
themfelves  from  Renchenloch  to  Lichtenau,  five 
leagues  from  Strasburgh.  The  Vifcount  had  caufed 
the  Count  de  Roye  to  view  that  poll  a  little  before, 
and  would  have  feized  it  before  the  enemy,  if  he  could 
have  made  his  army  march  without  expofing  Vilftet, 
and  by  confequence  the  bridge  near  Altenheim  and 
that  at  Strasburgh.  When  he  had  advice  that  the 
enemy  were  there,  he  decamped  by  break  of  day,  July 
marched  through  Bifchen  to  the  entrance  of  a  wood, 
the  defile  of  which  terminates  at  Renchenloch,  drew 
up  his  army  in  order  of  battle  in  a  little  plain  between 
the  wood  and  the  village  of  Freiftet  and  detached  in 
form  of  a  battalion  50  men  of  the  brigade  of  Cam- 
pagne  fupported  by  eight  or  ten  fquadrons  under  the 
Count  de  Lorges  to  view  the  enemy’s  entrench¬ 
ments.  The  Vifcount  being  informed  that  all  the 
Imperial  army  was  near  him,  made  his  own  retire 
a  little,  and  extend  itfelf  from  Bifchen  to  Freiftet, 
his  left  being  towards  the  Rhine  in  two  or  three 
lines :  a  wood  five  or  fix  hundred  paces  crofs,  and 
2  fmall  brook  which  ran  in  a  marlhy  ground  fepa- 

6  rated 
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An.  1675. rated  the  two  armies:  one  would  think  that  they 
could  not  have  been  fo  near  without  continually 
alarming  each  other,  and  coming  to  blows  every 
moment ;  it  was  but  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the 
head  of  the  French  camp  to  the  entrenchments  of 
the  Imperialifts  •,  the  centinels  of  the  advanced  guards 
were  within  mufket-fhot  of  one  another  neverthe- 
lefs  fuch  confidence  had  the  troops  in  their  Generals, 
that  they  flept  quietly  in  their  refpedlive  camps. 
Montecuculli  by  this  fituation  purfued  his  defign  of 
not  fighting,  and  endeavoured  in  his  turn  to  weary 
out  the  French  by  want  of  forrage,  being  perfuaded 
that  they  could  not  fupport  themfelves  long  in  a  nar¬ 
row  country,  enclofed  on  the  one  fide  by  moraffes 
and  mountains,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Rhine  ; 
ruined  the  laft  year  by  the  winter  quarters  of  the  Im¬ 
perialifts,  and  by  the  great  number  of  troops  which 
had  fubfifted  there  for  above  two  months  paft.  The 
Vifcount  always  found  new  expedients:  when  the 
grain  was  confumed,  he  made  his  horfes  live  upon 
grafs,  while  he  incommoded  the  enemy  by  cutting 
off  the  communication  with  Strasburgh,  where  they 
had  got  together  great  quantities  of  flour. 

Montecu-  Montecuculli  not  being  able  to  bring  his  convoys 
a'bridgeof S  °f  provifions  by  land  without  danger,  had  caufed 
boatsat  a  bridge  of  boats  to  be  made  at  Strasburgh,  and 
and theSh’  two  mills  to  be  built  capable  of  grinding  a  great 
vifcount  quantity  of  grain.  When  he  drew  near  the  Rhine, 
from  mak-*  and  encamped  in  the  plain  of  Schertzen  between 
ing  any  ad-  Renchenloch  and  Lichttenau,  he  thought  that  his 
?,n:3§ioflt' bridge  and  flour  would  come  down  the  river  with  fo 
much  the  more  eafe,  as  the  Rhine  was  very  much 
fwelled  by  the  rains,  and  very  difficult  to  be  guar¬ 
ded,  becaufe  of  the  great  number  ofifles  that  di¬ 
vided  it ;  he  hoped  by  this  method  of  conveyance 
to  bring  plenty  of  proviflons  into  his  camp,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  be  mafter  of  both  fides  of  the  Rhine 
by  means  of  his  bridge.  The  Vifcount  who  fore 
3  ■  •  law 
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faw  his  defign,  ordered  the  river  to  be  viewed  from  An.  1675. 
the  eminence  of  Bifchen  to  Yantznau,  which  is  op-  V-'OPV 
pofite  to  it  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine :  he  found 
that  the  river  was  divided  by  feveral  iflands,  but 
that  there  were  only  three  principal  channels  ; 
he  fhut  up  that  of  Yantznau  by  a  ftaccado,  with 
a  redoubt  at  each  end,  guarded  by  500  men  of 
the  garrifon  of  Haguenau  •,  he  caufed  that  near 
Bifchen  to  be  flopped  up  after  the  fame  manner, 
and  the  great  canal  in  the  middle  to  be  guarded 
by  boats  filled  with  foldiers,  and  covered  by  bat¬ 
teries  raifed  in  the  iflands  •,  he  at  the  fame  time  fent 
word  to  the  inhabitants  of  Strasburgh,  that  if  they 
fuffered  the  enemy’s  bridge  to  come  down  the  river, 
he  would  expedt  the  like  liberty  for  his  at  Altenheim. 

For  two  months  Turenneand  Montecuculli  thus  put 
in  pradtife  all  that  long  experience  had  taught  them  : 
by  their  different  motions  real  or  feigned,  they  ex- 
haufted  all  the  fineffes  of  art  to  ftarve,  intercept, 
furprize  and  gain  fome  advantage  over  one  another, 
without  which  both  had  determined  not  to  hazard  a 
battle. 

The  Vifcount’s  adlivity  diftreffed  the  Imperialifts ;  The  great 
but  his  own  army  began  to  feel  great  inconvenien-^kh  thV* 
cies  *,  ever  finceit  had  pafied  the  Rhine,  which  was  fix  French  army 
weeks  before,  there  had  been  continual  rains ;  the  fol-lsredl,c<:d“ 
dierswere  encamped  in  mud  and  dirt,  and  had  fuffered 
a  great  deal  in  a  ruined  country  ;  the  horfes  having 
confumed  theforrage  and  the  grafs,  had  had  nothing 
to  live  upon  for  fome  time  paft,  but  the  leaves  of 
trees  •,  the  young  foldiers  impatient  of  being  in  mo- 
raffes,  where  they  were  often  in  water  up  to  the  knees, 
murmur’d,  upon  which  the  old  foldiers  faid  to  them  : 

“  *  What  makes  you  complain?  you  do  not  know  our 
“  General  •,  when  we  are  in  any  diftrefs  he  is  more 
“  uneafy  than  we :  at  this  moment  his  thoughts  are 
“  wholly  employed  in  contriving  how  to  extricate 

*  Madame’ de  Sevigne’s  lstters,  let.  206, 
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An.  1675. t£  us  from  this  difficulty-,  he  is  awake  when  we 
deep,  he  is  our  father,  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that  you 
“  are  but  young.”  In  the  mean  time  the  French 
were  enclofed  on  one  fide  by  the  Rhine,  and  on  the 
other  by  vaft  woods  full  of  morafles,  and  were 
reduced  to  a  fituation  like  that  in  which  the  Impe¬ 
rial  ifts  had  lately  been.  Turenne  had  forefeen  this 
inconvenience  but  he  chofe  rather  to  run  the  rifk  of 
it,  than  let  his  rival  take  pofleffion  of  the  bridge  of 
Strasburgh.  The  enemy  were  encamped  in  a  very 
advantageous  poft,  they  had  forrage  behind  them, 
and  a  communication  with  Offembourg,  from 
whence  they  could  at  the  fame  time  fall  upon  the 
bridge  at  Altenheim,  and  cut  off  the  French  army 
from  all  the  country  behind  it.  In  order  to  guard 
that  country,  and  prevent  furprizes,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  place  a  great  many  troops  in  divers  pofts  at 
a  diftance  from  the  camp  ;  fo  that  it  was  as  difficult 
for  the  French  to  maintain  their  ground  as  to  get 
provifions.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  perplexities,  the 
Yifcount  flill  preferved  his  prefence  of  mind,  and 
formed  a  great  and  bold  defign  :  it  was  to  poflefs 
himfelf  of  the  upper  part  of  the  brook  Renchen, 
encamp  on  the  left  of  the  enemy,  cut  off  their  com¬ 
munication  with  Offembourg,  and  fhut  them  up  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  they  muff  fight  or  retire.  The 
bad  weather  which  had  continued  for  two  months, 
hindered  the  execution  of  this  project  fome  days : 
while  the  Vifcount  waited  for  a  proper  time  to  adt 
he  caufed  all  the  ground  up  along  the  Renchen  to 
be  viewed :  he  had  obferved  that  the  enemy  guarded 
it  for  three  quarters  of  a  league  from  the  place  where 
the  brook  difcharged  itfelf  into  the  Rhine,  and  that 
they  had  feized  no  pofts  higher  up.  A  fhepherd 
who  lived  in  the  woods,  and  who  knew  perfedtly 
well  all  the  by  ways  of  them,  fhewed  the  Vifcount 
a  ford  of  the  Renchen,  500  paces  above  Montecu- 
culli’s  camp,  in  a  defart  place  where  there  was  no 
roadv  The 
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The  bad  weather  being  over  about  the  10th  of  An.  1675. 
July,  and  the  fun  having  dried  the  roads  a  little, ^7^ 
Turenne  marched  on  the  15th  in  the  evening  to  the  count  forms 
ford  of  Renchen  with  the  brigade  of  marine  and^^1^* 
fome  pieces  of  canon.  They  eroded  a  marfliy  wood,  and  endea- 
which  they  were  obliged  to  cut  in  order  to  make^"^^^. 
a  road.  They  paffed  feveral  brooks,  where  theyto  retire  or 
were  up  to  the  middle  in  water  ;  the  foldiers  loaded 
with  inftruments  and  materials  for  making  entrench¬ 
ments  and  a  bridge,  arrived  before  midnight,  not 
one  of  them  having  thrown  away  the  leaft  tool :  they 
inftantly  began  to  make  a  bridge  with  a  redan  at 
the  end  of  it,  and  entrenched  a  little  ifland  on  the 
left.  The  works  being  finilhed  in  three  days,  the  July  is. 
Count  de  Hamilton  led  three  battalions  to  guard  the 
poll:,  and  fortified  the  places  round  it  with  great  num¬ 
bers  of  trees  laid  along:  two  I rifh  battalions  poffeffed 
an  empty  fpace  a  little  higher  up  in  the  fame  wood,  in 
order  to  fupport  Hamilton.  All  neceffary  precau¬ 
tions  being  thus  taken  for  fecuring  the  poft,  Tu¬ 
renne  marched  himfelf  with  a  brigade  of  cavalry  and 
the  dragoons  half  a  league  higher  up,  eroding  the 
wood  till  he  came  to  Vaghurft,  where  he  paffed  the 
Renchen,  viewed  the  ground  thereabouts,  routed 
fome  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  that  appeared,  and 
lent  a  party  of  his  own  to  favour  the  march  of  the 
Count  du  Pleffis,  whom  he  had  ordered  to  come 
from  Vilftet  with  three  battalions,  with  a  view  to 
poft  him  on  this  fide  the  brook  oppofite  to  Vaghurft, 
in  a  place  which  he  caufed  to  be  entrenched  on 
purpofe.  He  at  the  fame  time  put  the  battalion  of 
Reveillon  in  the  caftle  of  Renchen  on  the  brook  of 
that  name  500  paces  above  Vaghurft,  and  as  the 
way  to  that  place  was  a  continued  rnorafs  in  the 
v/ood,  he  caufed  it  to  be  covered  with  fafeines,  in  or¬ 
der  to  facilitate  the  march  of  the  army.  As  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  but  few  troops  in  his  camp  at  Freif- 
tedt,  whenever  he  fliould  march  againft  the  enemy, 

he 
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An.  1675.  he  drew  an  entrenchment  which  covered  the  front 
of  it  from  the  Rhine  to  the  wood :  at  length  all  the 
preparations  being  made,  he  communicated  his 
defign  to  the  General  Officers. 

Montecu-  Montecuculli  was  foon  informed  of  the  feveral 
vou^tofur-  detachments  of  the  French  army,  and  refolved  to 
prize  the  furprize  them  in  different  places,  thinking  them 
Vifcount.  f0  tQ0  par  afuncjer  to  be  able  to  fupport  one 

another  •,  he  fent  orders  to  Caprara  to  come  by 
Offembourg,  and  attack  them  at  Vaghurft  with 
2000  foot  and  fome  canon  ;  he  made  the  Prince 
of  Lorrain  fet  out  from  the  camp  at  Schertzen  with 
4000  horfe,  and  1000  dragoons  to  charge  them 
on  the  odier  fide,  while  he  himfelf  was  to  fall  upon 
their  camp  at  Freiftedt  by  the  defile  of  Renchenloch  ; 
he  at  the  fame  time  commanded  4000  men  to 
march  towards  Count  Hamilton’s  entrenchments: 
the  four  firfb  canon  that  ffiould  be  fired  at  this  laft 
attack  was  to  be  the  fignal  for  the  others  to  begin  ; 
his  whole  army  was  thus  diftributed,  and  there  was 
hardly  any  body  left  in  his  camp.  This  defign 
which  was  to  be  put  in  execution  on  the  23d 
at  night,  was  defeated  by  Turenne’s  continual 
vigilance :  he  having  left  fix  battalions  and  four 
brigades  of  horfe  under  the  Count  de  Lorges  at 
Freiftedt,  marched  diredtly  to  Vaghurft  with  eight 
battalions,  four  brigades  of  cavalry,  fome  dragoons, 
and  a  part  of  his  canon  ;  he  took  from  thence  two 
of  the  Count  du  Pleffis’s  battalions,  and  having  paf- 
fed  the  Renchen  went  and  encamped  at  a  tile-kiln 
not  far  from  the  brook.  As  he  defigned  to  advance 
towards  the  enemy  the  next  day,  he  detached  60 
dragoons  to  get  intelligence  of  them  :  they  got  near 
the  village  of  Gamhurft  a  little  after  midnight,  and 
met  the  corps  which  the  Prince  of  Lorrain  was 
leading  to  furprize  the  Count  du  Pleffis  *,  they  retired 
fkirmifhing  towards  the  army :  Turenne  made  fome 
dragoons  advance,  and  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun 
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led  thither  fome  cavalry.  Day  began  to  appear.  An 
but  darkened  by  a  fog,  when  the  enemy  who 
had  repulfed  the  detachment  of  dragoons,  put  in 
diforder  thofe  who  were  come  to  fupport  them, 
and  fell  upon  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun  unawares  •,  his 
firft  fquadrons  were  beat  back,  and  he  himfelf  was 
enclofed,  wounded  and  in  danger  of  being  taken. 
The  enemy  dill  advanced  and  were  going  to  over¬ 
whelm  him  entirely,  when  the  Vifcount  caufed 
four  battalions  to  advance,  who  lined  the  hedges, 
flopped  the  Imperialifts,  and  changed  the  face  of  the 
battle.  The  Prince  of  Lorrain  having  learnt  that 
the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  there  in  perfon  with 
the  greateft  part  of  his  army,  retired  imme¬ 
diately  :  the  mift  was  favourable  to  him  *,  he  left 
ioo  or  120  men  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  had  almoft  as 
many  wounded  •,  Turenne  did  not  think  it  proper 
to  purfue  him,  during  the  fog,  in  a  clofe  and 
intricate  country.  Count  Caprara,  who  had  march¬ 
ed  near  to  Vaghurft,  according  to  the  orders  he  had 
received,  not  hearing  the  fignal,  led  back  his  troops 
to  Offembourg.  On  the  other  hand  the  4000  men 
who  were  to  attack  Hamilton^  quarters,  being  mif- 
led  by  their  guides  in  the  flight  could  not  arrive  at 
the  place  •,  they  returned  to  their  camp  about  break 
of  day  •,  and  as  they  had  not  given  the  fignal  of  the 
four  canon  fhot,  Montecuculli  made  no  attempt  up¬ 
on  the  French  camp  at  Freiftedt.  He  had  heard 
nothing  of  Turenne’s  march,  whofe  diligence  had 
defeated  the  defign  about  which  he  had  taken  fo 
much  pains.  At  the  age  of  64  the  Vifcount  had 
all  the  a&ivity  and  vigour  of  a  young  man  :  he  was 
continually  on  horfeback,  viewed  even  the  leaft 
important  polls  himfelf,  and  judged  of  every  thing 
by  his  own  eyes  whereas  Montecuculli  who  was 
66,  was  more  broke,  afflidted  with  the  gout,  lefs 
fit  for  action,  and  often  obliged  to  form  his  fchemes 
upon  the  reports  of  others. 
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When  the  mill  went  off,  the  Vifcount  continuing 
his  defign,  followed  the  Prince  of  Lorrain  by  a 
caufey  that  ran  acrofs  the  fields,  and  arrived  by  nine 
in  the  morning  at  the  village  of  Gamhurft.  He 
made  his  troops  encamp  in  the  meadow,  having  at 
his  right  the  brook  which  feparated  it  from  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and  in  his  front  a  wood,  where  he  placed  two 
battalions  of  Auvergne  in  order  to  have  a  communi¬ 
cation  with  Count  Hamilton’s  poll,  which  was  but 
a  quarter  of  a  league  off.  Thus  the  French  army, 
divided  in  fix  different  polls  within  the  compafs  of 
a  league  and  a  half,  enclofed  the  front  and  left  wing 
of  the  enemy,  and  was  itlelf  in  fecurity,  becaufe 
the  feveral  parts  Could  with  eafe  alfilt  one  another  ; 
while  the  Imperialifts  being  Ihutup  on  their  right  by 
the  Rhine,  could  extend  themfelves  no  way  but  to¬ 
wards  the  places  behind  them,  and  the  French  were 
near  enough  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  The  Vifcount 
fpent  the  reft  of  the  twenty  fourth  in  viewing  the 
ground  about  his  camp  without  palfing  the  brook, 
on  the  other  fide  of  which  was  the  village  of  Gam- 
hurlt,  which  is  600  paces  in  length.  On  the  25th 
in  the  morning  a  captain  of  dragoons  who  went  to 
reconnoitre,  faw  behind  the  village  feveral  fqua- 
drons  in  a  fmall  plain  to  the  right,  and  fome  infantry 
entring  the  village,  and  beginning  to  entrench  them¬ 
felves  there.  The  Vifcount  ordered  them  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  Queen’s  dragoons,  and  went  thither 
himfelf  with  a  detachment  of  the  fecond  line.  The 
enemy,  tho’  very  numerous,  did  not  difpute  the 
village,  they  retired  immediately  to  their  camp, 
and  only  left  in  the  Church  200  men  commanded 
by  a  Frenchman  called  Chevreulles :  the  Church¬ 
yard  was  a  high  ground  inclofed  with  a  wall ; 
Chevreulles  defended  himfelf  there  with  bravery, 
and  was  not  taken  prifonertill  he  had  loftalmoft  all 
his  foldiers.  He  was  brought  to  the  Vifcount,  who 
learn’d  of  him  that  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  had  fent 
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2000  foot  fupported  by  fome  cavalry  to  feize  that  An.  1675  • 
poll,  the  taking  of  which  would  have  given  him 
room  to  extend  himfelf  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river 
where  there  were  fome  remainders  of  forrage.  Mon- 
tecuculli  feeing  that  the  French  had  pafied  the  bounds 
he  had  endeavoured  to  fet  them  by  his  entrench¬ 
ments  on  the  Renchen  that  by  a  continuation  of  pofts 
from  their  -camp  at  Frieftedtto  Gamhurft,  they  had 
almoft  enclofed  him,  and  that  they  would  become 
mafters  of  the  forrage  which  he  had  fpared,  thought 
it  proper  to  quit  his  poft  before  he  was  more  clofely 
hemmed  in.  On  the  twenty  fifth  at  night,  he  de¬ 
camped  from  Schertzen,  marched  by  Lichtenau  and 
went  to  Bihel  two  leagues  from  Baden.  The  Vifcount 
being  informed  the  fame  night  that  the  enemy  were 
retiring,  fent  to  view  their  march,  and  having  got  to¬ 
gether  all  his  troops  into  one  camp  at  Gamhurft,  he 
led  them  next  morning  by  break  of  day  ftrait  to 
Acheren.  Scarce  was  he  gone  out  of  the  village,  July  46« 
when  he  had  accounts  that  the  enemy  appeared  behind 
the  little  town  of  Safpach,  a  poft  advantageoufly  fi- 
tuated  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain.  Montecuculli  had 
fent  fome  infantry  betimes  to  take  pofleffion  of  a 
Church  furrounded  by  a  ditch,  which  intirely  fhut 
up  a  defile  which  led  to  the  town  •,  he  at  the  fame 
time  fent  word  to  Caprara  to  come  and  join  him 
with  the  corps  which  he  had  at  Offembourg.  Mon¬ 
tecuculli  having  marched  with  great  expedition,  ar¬ 
rived  at  Safpach  on  one  fide,  while  Turenne  drew 
near  to  iton  the  other :  Caprara  appeared  there  likewife 
at  the  fame  time,  and  feeing  the  French  army  at 
hand,  made  his  infantry  enter  the  pafs  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  under  cover  of  hedges  and  woods  along  the 
banks  of  a  brook,  which  had  made  feveral  deep 
channels  that  feparated  his  men  from  the  French.  A 
little  lower  to  the  right  of  thelmperialifts  was  Safpach, 
thechurchof  which  they  had  pofteffed  themfelves  of; 
and  their  cavalry  which  already  appeared  in  the  plain 
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An.  1675. behind  the  town  on  the  left,  pofted  themfelves  by 
degrees  in  clofe  ranks  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 

The  v if-  Near  the  place  where  the  French  army  was,  fome 

toTtuckthe  hedges  that  began  at  Acheren  formed  a  defile, 
enemy  5  but  with  a  wood  that  ran  along  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
i9  killed.  tajn  .  this  defile  led  into  a  little  plain  terminated 
by  the  town  of  Safpach,  which  was  concealed 
from  fight  by  a  fmall  eminence.  The  Vifcount 
at  firft  had  fome  hopes  of  being  able  to  make  him- 
felf  mafter  of  the  town  •,  after  hearing  Mafs,  where 
he  communicated,  he  went  to  view  the  church  fituated 
in  the  entrance  of  the  defile  ;  but  did  not  think  that 
it  could  be  attacked  :  then  having  examined  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  enemy’s  right,  which  was  covered  by 
brooks,  hollow  ways,  woods  and  entrenchments,  he 
laft  of  all  viewed  their  left,  where  they  had  taken 
no  precautions  •,  there  he  perceived  a  defile  through 
which  he  could  convey  himfelf,  and  formed  a  de- 
fign  to  attack  them  on  that  fide.  After  profound 
reflection,  every  thing  appeared  to  him  fo  favour¬ 
ably  difpofed,  that  he  could  notj  help  faying  to  fome 
General  Officers :  It  is  done ,  I  have  them ,  they  can¬ 
not  efcape  me  any  more ,  and  I  Jhall  foon  reap  the  fruit 
of  fo  fatiguing  a  campaign.  On  fuch  occafions  he 
was  not  ufed  either  to  be  too  confident  or  to  difcover 
his  hopes  of  fuccefs,  far  lefs  to  fay  that  he  was  fure 
of  it.  He  continued  to  obferve  the  enemy’s  camp, 
and  tho’  he  could  not  well  fee  all  the  Imperial  troops, 
yet  he  perceived  in  the  main  body  of  their  army 
many  motions  that  denoted  uneafinefs  *,  and  indeed 
a  great  part  of  their  baggage  was  already  paffing  the 
mountain,  and  their  whole  army  was  preparing  to 
make  a  retreat.  The  Vifcount  went  and  refted  him¬ 
felf  under  a  tree,  where  he  breakfafted  and  continued 
a  pretty  long  time.  He  was  ftill  there  when  he  recei¬ 
ved  advice  that  the  enemy’s  infantry  was  in  motion 
towards  the  mountain.  He  rofe  up,  mounted  his 
horfe,  and  advanced  to  an  eminence  to  fee  what  the 

matter 
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matter  was;  he  ordered  thofe  that  were  with  him  not  An.  1673. 
to  follow  him,  and  faid  to  the  young  Duke  of  El-  ***\S*J 
beuf.  Stay  here ,  nephew,  you  are  always  running  round 
me,  you  will  make  me  be  known.  Near  the  place  whi¬ 
ther  he  was  going  he  met  my  Lord  Hamilton,  who 
faid  to  him  ;  Come  this  way.  Sir,  they  are  firing  the 
way  you  are  riding  ;  to  which  the  Vifcount  anfwer- 
ed,  I  Jhould  not  willingly  be  kill'd  to  day  ;  he  went 
on  and  met  S.  Hilaire  Lieutenant  General  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  who  faid  to  him,  pointing  with  his  hand  ; 

Look,  Sir,  upon  that  battery  which  I  have  raifed  there. 

Scarce  had  he  turned  two  paces  back,  when  a  ball 
from  a  canon  fired  by  the  enemy  at  a  venture  having 
firft  carried  off  S.  Hilaire’s  arm  that  was  ftretched  out 
towards  the  battery,  took  the  Vifcount  full  in  the 
breaft:  falling  forward,  his  face  lay  upon  the  fad- 
dle-bow,  and  in  this  poflure  his  horfe  carried  him 
back  to  the  place  where  he  had  left  his  company  ; 
there  the  horfe  flopped,  and  the  Great  Tu- 
r  e  n  n  e,  having  twice  opened  his  eyes  *,  tell  dead 
in  the  arms  of  his  fervants.  S.  Hilaire’s  fon  thinking 
his  father  mortally  wounded,  and  beginning  to  weep 
and  cry,  the  father  laid  to  him.  It  is  not  for  me, 
child,  that  you  Jhould  lament,  it  is  for  that  great  man , 
pointing  to  the  Vifcount’s  body. 

The  confternation  of  thofe  who  faw  him  fall  is  in-  The  grief 
expreffible  ;  Hamilton  who  had  more  command  of^V^he 
himfelf  than  the  reft,  confidering  of  how  great  con-army, 
fequence  it  was  to  conceal  fo  fatal  an  accident  from 
the  foldiers,  immediately  threw  a  cloak  over  the 
body,  and  the  misfortune  was  for  fome  time  kept  a 
fecret.  The  army  however  perceived  that  there  was 
fotnething  myfterious  amongft  the  Generals.;  the 
foldiers  could  .not  penetrate  into  the  matter,  but  their 
officers  having  gueflfed  it,  began  to  make  it  pub- 
lick.  Such  doleful  news  flew  from  rank  to  rank,  and 
every  where  fpread  a  profound  fllence,  which  was  in¬ 
terrupted  only  by  fighs  and  lamentations.  Ourfa- 

*  Seethe  Authorities  No.  at.  Madame  de  Sevigne’s  letters. 
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An.  xb-ji-ther  Is  dead ,  cried  the  foldiers  tearing  their  hair,  and 
we  are  undone .  Every  one  had  a  mind  to  fee  his 
General’s  body  •,  that  fad  fpedtacle  renewed  their 
tears,  they  cried  out  with  one  common  voice  :  *  Lead 
us  to  battle ,  we  will  revenge  the  death  of  our  father . 
Turenne’s  death  put  an  end  to  the  anxiety  of  the 
enemy’s  Generals,  and  the  terror  of  their  foldiers  •, 
they  were  fenfible  that  they  had  gained  a  great  ad¬ 
vantage,  becaufe  France  had  fuftained  a  prodigious 
lofs.  Montecuculli  indued  by  a  greatnefs  of  foul  rare¬ 
ly  to  be  found  in  rivals,  feemed  unaffe&ed  with  any 
thing  but  grief,  and  often  repeated  thefe  words,  There 
is  a  man  dead  who  was  an  honour  to  human  nature. 

The  French  There  were  then  no  Lieutenant-Generals  in  the 
^“d.°gfthe  French  army,  but  the  Count  de  Lorges  and  the 
imperials  Marquis  de  Vaubrun,  the  latter  of  whom  having 
rhtra.b?f°re  ftayed  in  the  camp  at  Acheren,  being  unfit  for  adtion 
by  reafon  of  a  wound  he  had  received  in  the  foot, 
returned  to  the  army  as  foon  as  he  learnt  the  news  of 
the  Vifcount’s  death.  They  confulted  a  long  time 
with  the  principal  Officers  upon  what  meafures  were 
proper  to  be  taken,  but  they  could  come  to  no, 
conclufion :  whereupon  the  foldiers  cried  out 
feveral  times :  Let  Pye  loofe ,  he  will  lead  us : 
meaning  the  horfe  which  the  Vifcount  commonly 
rode.  At  length  after  feveral  deliberations,  the 
French  army,  which  was  to  have  attacked  the  ene¬ 
my  if  T urenne  had  lived,  now  purpofed  to  retire,  and 
the  Imperialifts  who  had  thought  of  nothing  but  how 
to  make  their  retreat,  took  a  refolution  to  attack  the 
French.  On  the  28th  in  the  evening  the  latter  began 
to  march  towards  the  bridge  at  Akenheim.  Scarce 
was  their  rear  arrived  at  Bifchen  when  the  Imperi¬ 
alifts  advanced  to  take  poffeffion  of  Vilftet,  where  the 
French  had  left  their  magazines,  with  the  regiment 
of  Britany  to  guard  them  :  the  King’s  army  imme¬ 
diately  decamped  and  haftened  to  prevent  the  ene¬ 
my,  who  feeing  the  French,  ftopt  ffiort,  and  con- 

•  Madam  de  Sevigne’s  letters,  Vol,  II.  Jett.  201. 
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tented  themfelves  with  fending  a  body  of  troops  to- An.  1675; 
wards  the  bridge  at  Altenheim  to  cut  off  their  re-  W-VN-* 
treat.  The  Count  de  Lorges  and  the  Marquis  de 
Vaubrun  had  then  a  ffiarp  conteft  ;  the  former  had  a 
mind  to  cover  the  bridge,  and  the  latter  was  for 
maintaining  the  poll  at  Vilftet :  they  at  length  con¬ 
cluded  to  march  direflly  to  Altenheim  after  throw¬ 
ing  into  the  Quinche  the  meal  that  was  at  Vilftet. 

The  Marquis  de  Vaubrun  who  led  the  van  pafled 
the  Rhine  with  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  and  two  of 
infantry  •,  the  reft  of  the  army  encamped  at  night 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  bridge  near  Altenheim  on  the 
fmall  river  Schutteren.  The  next  day  the  Imperialifts 
marched  up  with  all  expedition,  and  attacked  the 
French-,  there  enfued  a  terrible  battle:  the  Count  de 
Lorges  behaved  there  with  all  the  (kill  of  a  great  Ge¬ 
neral,  and  the  Marquis  de  Vaubrun,  atthe  firft  onfet, 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  gendarmes,  repafled  the 
Rhine  with  his  leg  tied  to  the  faddle,  and  attacked 
the  enemy  with  fo  much  valour  and  fo  little  cau¬ 
tion,  that  he  was  killed  in  the  midft  of  them.  The 
Imperialifts  loft  in  that  battle  5000  men,  and  the 
French  3000  the  latter  afterwards  retired,  and 
pafled  the  Rhine.  As  they  were  crofting  at  the 
bridge  of  Altenheim,  fome  foldiers  covered  with 
wounds,  faid  one  to  another :  Alas !  if  our  father  had 
been  alive  we  fhould  not  have  been  thus  wounded. 

The  French  at  length  fecured  themfelves  in  Alface  xjie  Wra! 
under  Scheleftat :  having  their  thoughts  no  longerhon°urs  paid 
taken  up  with  the  care  of  making  head  againft  the^it.  VU' 
enemy,  they  felt  more  fenfibly  than  ever  the  great- 
nefs  of  their  lofs.  The  Officers  and  foldiers  began  a- 
gain  to  lament  their  misfortune,  to  recal  to  mind  all 
the  virtues  and  good  deeds  of  their  General,  and  to 
recount  them  to  one  another,  tho’  none  of  them  were 
ignorant  of  them.  The  Vifcount’s  nephews  who 
were  then  in  the  army,  had  a  fervice  performed  for 
him,  whereat  the  Officers  and  foldiers  aflifted,  ac- 
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An.  1 675. cording  to  the  ufual  ceremonies  •,  the  Officers  with 
black  crape  fcarfs,  the  drums  covered  with  the  fame, 
and  the  foldiers  with  pikes  trailing  and  muskets  in¬ 
verted.  Their  lamentations  accompanied  with  tears 
were  heard  at  a  great  diftance ,  and  Turenne  was 
mourned  for  by  all  the  army  as  a  father  by  his 
Family. 

The  news  When  the  news  of  his  death  arrived  at  Court, 

aiarmsdaiih  confternation  and  grief  were  painted  upon  every  face 
the  provin-  the  tradefmen  of  Paris  left  their  work  to  go  and 
mourn  with  their  neighbours,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
that  great  city  flocked  together  to  enquire  news  of  one 
another  concerning  even  the  leafl:  circumftances  of 
fo  great  a  misfortune.  *  Aftoniffiment  and  forrow 
foon  fpread  from  the  Capital  to  the  moft  diftant 
Provinces :  the  peafants  of  Champagne  thought 
themfelves  upon  the  point  of  being  invaded  :  one  of 
them  went  and  prefled  his  landlord  to  break  the  leafe 
of  his  farm,  giving  this  for  the  foie  reafon,  The 
great  Turenne  is  dead ,  and  the  Germans  will  come 
and  ■put  us  all  under  contribution. 

The  publiek  The  King  bewailed  the  death  of  this  great 
chTwcount! man  ’  he  ordered  his  body  to  be  brought  to  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Dennis ;  and  to  diftinguiffi  the  Vif- 
count  de  Turenne  from  thofe  to  whom  the  fame  ho¬ 
nour  had  been  granted,  he  would  have  him  enterr’d  in 
the  Chappel  appointed  for  the  burying  place  of  the 
Kings  and  the  Royal  Family.  -f  While  his  corps 
was  on  the  way  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  to  Paris, 
the  people  ran  together  in  crouds  on  the  road,  and 
watered  his  coffin  with  their  tears :  the  inhabitants  of 
the  villages,  boroughs  and  towns  came  out  to 
meet  it  •,  thofe  of  Langres  among  ‘others,  put  on 
mourning,  and  paid  him  extraordinary  honours. 
His  body  being  arrived  at  Paris,  the  King  caufed  a 
fervice  to  be  perform’d  at  Notredame,  at  which  the 

*  See  Madam  de  Sevigne’s  letters,  No.  21. 
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Clergy  of  France  who  were  then  affembled,  the  Par¬ 
liament,  theUniverfity,the  Magiftrates  and  Citizens, 
in  a  body  affifted.  The  moft  celebrated  preachers 
vyed  with  one  another  in  making  his  Panegyrick : 
there  was  no  public kdifcourfe  pronounc’d  all  that  year, 
either  at  the  opening  of  Parliaments,  Academies  or 
Univerfities,  or  on  any  other  folemn  occafion  where¬ 
in  his  elogium  was  not  made,  and  the  lofs  of  him 
lamented.  Never  was  a  private  man  fo  much  re¬ 
gretted,  becaufe  never  was  any  one  fo  much  re- 
fpeCted,  or  fo  tenderly  beloved  by  the  people. 

After  writing  the  hiftory  of  Henri  de  la  TourTtaVif-^ 
d’ Auvergne  Vicomte  de  Turenne,  it  may  not  be  character."6 
improper  to  give  fome  defcription  of  his  perfon,  and 
colled;  into  one  view  the  principal  parts  of  his  cha¬ 
racter.  He  was  of  a  middle  ftature  and  well  propor¬ 
tioned  •,  the  fhape  of  his  face  regular,  his  hair  of  a 
chefnut  colour,  full  eyes,  his  eye-brows  thick  and 
almoft  joined  together,  his  forehead  large  and  his 
head  a  little  inclining  to  one  fide,  his  air  modeft  and 
ferene  but  often  thoughtful  •,  all  which  by  the  mix¬ 
ture  of  feverity  and  affability  formed  a  countenance 
not  eafy  to  be  drawn  in  a  picture. 

All  the  Cardinal  Virtues  were  united  in  the  Mar- 
fhal  de  Turenne,  and  by  what  has  been  faid  there 
feemsto  be  none,  of  which  he  did  not  give  examples : 
his  difintereftednefs  was  fo  much  the  more  praife- 
worthy,  as  covetoufnefs  was  the  reigning  vice  of  the 
age.  His  fortune  at  his  death  was  lefs  than  the  patri¬ 
mony  he  had  received  from  his  parents,  though  he  had 
commanded  the  King’s  army  above  thirty  years  under 
a  bountiful  Queen  Regent  and  the  moft  magnificent 
of  all  Monarchs ;  and  though  he  lived  in  an  age  fruit¬ 
ful  in  great  fortunes.  Some  of  his  friends  talking 
with  him  of  thofe  immenfe  and  fuddenly  acquired  for¬ 
tunes,  and  rallying  him  on  that  occafion  in  an  a- 
greeable  obliging  manner;  he  anfwered,  *  “  I  could 
“  never  find  out  what  pleafure  there  can  be  in  keep- 
“  ing  coffers  filled  with  gold  and  filver  •,  were  I 
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44  to  have  confiderable  fums  remaining  at  the  end 
44  of  the  year,  my  ftomach  would  turn  as  much  as 
44  if  a  great  repafl  were  ferved  up  to  me  immediate- 
44  ly  upon  my  rifing  from  table.  ”  And  indeed 
there  were  found  at  his  death  only  500  crowns  in  his 
ftrong  box.  Not  content  with  being  liberal,  he  was 
ingenious  in  finding  out  means  to  fpare  the  objedts  of 
his  bounty  the  fhame  of  receiving,  and  in  concealing 
his  generofity  under  various  pretexts,  fearing  left  his 
benefa&ions  being  divulged,  felf-love  fhould  dimi- 
nifh  his  virtue. 

The  love  of  the  publick  good  was  the  only  rule 
of  his  defires  and  aftions  :  though  his  ambition  ap¬ 
peared  in  his  younger  years,  yet  firft  his  prudence 
afterwards  his  piety  kept  it  always  within  due  bounds : 
he  never  fuffered  the  love  of  his  own  glory  nor  the 
undoubted  fuccefs  of  a  dazzling  enterprize  to  byafs 
him,  when  a  pacifick  projedt  could  be  of  more  ad¬ 
vantage  to  his  country  ;  he  always  preferred  his  fa¬ 
mily  to  his  fortune,  and  the  intereft  of  the  State  to  that 
of  his  Houfe  •,  but  however  dear  his  country  was  to 
him,  he  never  to  ferve  it  either  violated  the  law  of 
nations  or  the  immutable  rules  of  juftice. 

He  had  from  his  tender  years  a  predominant 
love  of  truth  •,  he  detefted  that  policy  which  to 
fucceed  in  its  defigns  employs  diffimulation,  lying 
and  deceiving  :  he  fpoke  either  well  or  ill  of  himfelf 
according  as  it  was  neceftary,  the  one  without 
vanity,  the  other  without  fhame,  and  both  without 
affedlation,  like  a  man  that  was  become  a  ftranger 
to  himfelf.  This  character  runs  through  all  his  wri¬ 
tings,  whether  letters,  inftruft ions  or  memoirs.  His 
reputation  of  being  ftri<ftly  faithful  to  his  word  was  fo 
well  eftablifhed,  that  moft  of  the  Princes  of  Germa¬ 
ny  treated  with  him  without  afking  any  guarantee. 
The  Swifs,  Dutch,  Englifh  and  Swedes  thought 
themfelves  fecure  if  he  had  given  them  a  promife  ; 
he  never  gave  one  without  being  fure  that  he  was  able 
to  perform  it,  and  rather  than  come  under  engage¬ 
ments 
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ments  which  he  was  afraid  he  could  not  fulfil,  he 
chofe  to  run  the  rifk  of  provoking  the  Minifter,  dif- 
pleafing  even  the  King,  and  feeing  himfelf  deferted 
by  his  troops. 

Hishumanity extended  itfelfuniverfally  to  all  men ; 
Officers,  foldiers,  domefticks,  even  enemies  felt  the 
effeCts  of  it :  he  never  let  flip  an  opportunity  of  mak¬ 
ing  known  the  merit  and  of  concealing  or  excufing 
the  faults  of  thofe  who  ferved  under  him.  When  an 
Officer,  whofe  capacity  he  knew,  had  been  beaten  at 
the  head  of  a  detachment,  the  Vifcount  himfelf  raifed 
his  courage  again  by  comforting  him  •,  he  would  fend 
him  on  a  party  with  a  greater  number  of  troops  to 
take  his  revenge,  and  continued  to  give  him  new 
commands  till  he  had  gained  fome  advantage.  He 
thus  formed  and  ripened  the  talents  of  men,  and  per¬ 
fected  their  growing’  courage  which  another  manner 
of  aCting  might  have  rendered  abortive. 

Never  was  a  Captain  fo  tenderly  beloved  by  his 
troops ;  he  feemed  to  be  at  the  fame  time  General 
of  an  army  and  father  of  a  family :  one  would 
have  thought  that  his  foldiers  had  been  his  children 
by  condefcending  to  them  without  debafing  him¬ 
felf,  being  familiar  with  them  without  lofing  any 
thing  of  his  dignity,  he  tied  to  him  by  the  bands 
of  affeCtion  men  who  are  commonly  reftrained  by 
nothing  but  the  fear  of  punifhment :  a  reproof  from 
him  was  the  greateft  chaftifement,  and  his  approba¬ 
tion  the  reward  they  moft  coveted.  There  is  toq 
frequendy  in  armies  a  confufed  affemblyof  mercena¬ 
ries  and  libertines,  cowards  and  rafh  men,  who 
mufi:  by  turns  be  raifed  or  brought  under,  ani¬ 
mated  or  reftrained  :  Turenne’s  army  on  the  con¬ 
trary  was  the  model  of  a  perfect  republick  the 
diftinCtions  of  commanding  and  obeying  were  hardly 
perceptible  there  ;  everyone  knew  his  duty,  and  per¬ 
formed  it  out  of  a  defire  topleafe  the  General,  fhame  to 
be  wanting  to  their  common  father,  and  a  true  love  of 
glory  which  diffufed  itfelf  from  the  head  to  the  mean- 
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eft  member.  He  often  marched  a  foot  at  the  head  of 
his  foldiers,  eat  of  the  fame  provifions  with  them, 
fhared  in  all  their  toils,  and  required  nothing  of  them 
but  what  he  did  himfelf ;  he  never  fuffered  them  to 
be  idle,  knowing  that  if  he  did  not  employ  them 
well,  they  would  employ  themfelves  ill ;  but  ftill 
obferving  a  juft  medium  between  too  exceffive  fa¬ 
tigue  and  too  great  inaction,  he  carefully  provided 
for  all  their  wants,  contenting  himfelf  with  little,  and 
often  refuftng  himfelf  neceffaries,  either  to  give  them 
tokens  of  his  bounty,  or  relieve  them  when  they  fuf¬ 
fered  by  fcarcity. 

Being  no  lefs  compafiionate  to  his  domefticks  than 
to  his  foldiers,  he  never  made  them  feel  the  lownefs  of 
their  condition  by  the  caprices  of  a  proud  and  uneven 
temper.  His  lenity  and  goodnefs  which  has  been 
fo  often  admired  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  world 
did  not  lefs  fhow  themfelves  in  his  family :  the  more 
narrowly  his  actions  were  looked  into  the  more  he 
was  refpetfted  and  beloved.  Notwithftanding  his 
great  jealoufy  of  the  prerogatives  of  his  Houfe,  he 
was  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  monftrous  maxims 
which  the  Great  have  formed  to  themfelves  to  au¬ 
thorize  their  ufurping  a  tyranny  over  other  men, 
and  defpifing  them  ;  as  if  birth,  dignities  or  riches 
gave  any  other  folid  advantage  than  that  of  being  a- 
hle  to  do  more  good :  while  he  made  the  diftindtions 
.eftablifhed  for  the  prefervation  of  civil  order  be  re- 
fpedted,  he  never  forgot  that  according  to  the  law 
of  nature  men  are  really  diftinguifhed  by  no  other 
thing  than  virtue  and  merit. 

*  Being  accuftomed  to  conquer  without  ambiti¬ 
on,  he  triumphed  without  pride  ;  he  forbad  pillag¬ 
ing,  preferved  the  fruits  of  the  ground,  fpared  the 
enemy’s  country  as  much  as  he  could,  and  made  a 
kind  of  fyftem  of  military  morality  which  was  pecu¬ 
liar  to  himfelf :  accordingly  the  enemy  being  full 
of  refpedt  and  arfedtion  for  him,  lamented  his 
death  as  much  as  the  French  themfelves.  The 
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Germans  for  feveral  years  left  untilled  the  fpot  on 
which  he  was  killed,  and  the  peafants  ffiowed  it  as 
a  facred  place :  they  refpe&ed  the  old  tree  under 
which  he  relied  a  little  before  his  death,  and  would 
not  let  it  be  cut  down  j  nor  did  it  perilh  but  by  fol- 
diers  of  all  nations  taking  away  pieces  of  it  out  of 
regard  to  the  memory  of  that  great  man. 

The  Vifcount,  according  to  the  idea  which  he 
had  formed  to  himfelf  of  true  heroifm,  made  it 
confid  in  an  elevation  of  foul  which  renders  us  in- 
acceffible  to  the  paffions  of  others,  and  gives 
us  an  abfolute  empire  over  our  own.  He  fpent  his 
life  without  ever  having  any  perfonal  quarrel.  In 
the  firlt  years  of  his  fervice,  he  was  not  always  un¬ 
der  leaders  for  whom  he  had  a  great  edeem:  he  had 
afterwards  under  him  Officers  whom  he  edeemed  as 
little  :  he  was  joined  in  command  with  Generals  not 
eafy  to  live  with  on  account  .of  their  humours  and 
the  jealoufie  they  had  of  his  glory  :  amidd  fo  many 
provocations  to  impatience,  he  never  offended  any 
body,  nor  ffiewed  the  lead  paflion  •,  nay  he  let  not 
fo  much  as  an  indifcreet  word  efcape  him.  Though 
he  had  naturally  a  great  fweetnefs  of  temper,  yet  a 
moderation  fo  rare,  and  praftifed  with  fo  much  con- 
dancy,  could  not  be  the  effect  of  conditution  alone  : 
if  he  feemed  fometimes  to  deviate  from  it,  it  was 
only  to  fupport  the  intereds  of  the  State,  againd  the 
prepoffeffions  and  falfe  views  of  the  Minider  •,  then 
without  regarding  his  own  intereds,  or  tnofe  of  his 
Family,  he  always  fpoke  with  firmnefs  like  a  good 
patriot,  who  was  afraid  of  nothing  but  being  want¬ 
ing  to  the  caufe  of  judice  and  his  country. 

Sobriety  had  preferved  his  vigour  to  an  advanced 
age,  he  looked  upon  that  virtue  as  a  mean  equally 
proper  to  maintain  the  drength  of  the  body,  and 
encreafe  that  of  the  mind  •,  he  eat  little,  and  his  repads 
were  very  ffiort  •,  by  which  means  he  was  free  and 
capable  to  do  bufinefs  at  all  times,  and  became  in¬ 
defatigable  both  of  body  and  mind. 
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His  modefty  was  confpicuous  above  all  his  other 
virtues :  this  is  clearly  feen  in  the  Memoirs  which  he 
has  left  written  with  his  own  hand  ;  he  there  relates 
his  greateft  actions  as  ordinary  events ;  he  feems  hard¬ 
ly  to  have  had  any  part  in  them,  and  to  have  done  no¬ 
thing  but  what  any  other  man  could  have  done.  The 
heroic ,  the  fublime  in  adtion,  or  what  the  French  call 
le grand,  was  natural  and  familiar  to  him  ;  he  was 
always  Great,  and  always  fo  with  eafe.  In  con- 
verfation  he  hardly  ever  fpoke  of  himfelf;  if  he  was 
at  any  time  forced  to  it,  he  did  it  with  fo  much  re- 
ferve,  that  he  feemed  ignorant  of  his  own  merit  and 
the  high  idea  which  others  had  of  it.  When  he  re¬ 
lated  the  battles  in  which  he  had  not  fucceeded,  he 
always  made  ufe  of  this  expreflion  *,  I  loft :  when  he 
fpoke  of  his  victories,  he  always  faid.  We  gained. 
The  unaffected  plainnefs  of  his  manners  and  drefs* 
table  and  equipage  fufficiently  fpoke  his  modefty. 
He  took  no  other  care  of  his  perfon  but  what  cleanli- 
nefs  and  decency  obliged  him  to  :  he  employed  his 
domefticks  only  in  neceffary  fervices,  and  fome- 
times  too  indulgently  difpenfed  with  thofe. 

He  purified  all  his  virtues  by  that  noble  folid  pi¬ 
ety  which  refers  them  to  God  as  their  fource  and 
end.  In  the  midft  of  the  noife  and  tumult  of  arms* 
the  fentiments  of  a  Chriftian,  accompany’d,  ani¬ 
mated  and  perfedted  in  him  thofe  of  a  hero  *.  If 
there  be  a  fituation  where  the  foul  full  of  its  felf  is  in 
danger  of  forgetting  what  it  owes  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  it  is  in  thofe  ftations  where  a  General  by 
the  prudence  of  his  condudt,  the  greatnefs  of  his 
courage,  and  the  valour  of  his  troops  becomes  as  it 
were  the  God  of  other  men ,  and  fills  the  world  with 
love  or  envy,  admiration  or  terror.  Turenne  was 
never  more  fenfible  of  his  duty  to  God  than  in  thofe 
moments  :  at  this  pitch  of  glory  and  greatnefs, 
religion  and  humility  kept  his  mind  in  that  fubmif- 
fion  and  dependence  which  the  creature  ought  to  be 
in  with  regard  to  the  Creator. 

*  See  Father  Mafcaron’s  funeral  orations  The 
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The  Vifcount* s  talents  were  equal  to  his  virtues. 
*  Nature  had  given  him  great  fenfe  and  penetra¬ 
tion,  juftnefs  and  depth  of  thought,  and  all  folid 
accomplilhments,  but  had  denied  him  that  fire  of 
genius,  that  livelinefs  of  imagination,  thofe  qualities 
which  conftitute  a  fparkling,  entertaining  wit ;  this 
want  of  vivacity  hindered  him  from  laying  hold 
of  objeXs  immediately  *,  but  by  continued  re¬ 
flexion  he  difcovered  them  with  greater  clear- 
nefs,  and  comprehended  them  in  all  their  extent. 
He  faw  diftinXly  the  end  he  fhould  aim  at,  he 
took  the  neareft  way  to  it,  and  without  being  very- 
fruitful  in  expedients,  never  failed  to  choofe  the  beft. 
In  urgent  affairs  he  determined  without  hefitating  ; 
but  when  he  was  not  obliged  to  aX,  he  deliberated 
a  long  time.  He  neither  faid  nor  did  any  thing 
that  was  ufelefs,  but  forgot  nothing  that  was  necef- 
fary  •,  all  his  orders  were  plain  and  exaX,  becaufe 
he  had  clear  conceptions  of  things,  and  was  never 
difcompofed  in  dangers. 

We  have  feen  in  the  courfe  of  this  Hiftory,  that 
by  his  profound  refleXions  he  had  acquired  fuch  an 
extenfive  knowledge  in  the  art  of  war,  that  he  had 
calculated  even  the  chances  of  it  and  reduced  them  to 
rules.  He  knew  how  to  remedy  inconveniencies, 
improve  advantages,  accommodate  himfelf  to  times, 
places  and  circumftances,  find  out  expedients 
when  all  was  thought  loft,  let  an  enterprize  ripen 
with  patience,  bear  with  being  criticized  and 
blamed  rather  than  difcover  his  fecret,  prevent 
the  enemy’s  defigns,  guefs  what  they  would  do  by 
•  what  they  ought  to  do,  and  by  the  charaXers 
of  thofe  he  was  to  fight  with  forefee  their  dif¬ 
ferent  managements.  It  was  thus  that  he  made, 
himfelf  mafter  of  events,  and  as  it  were  fubjeXed 
them  to  his  fchemes.  Few  Generals  have  pofleffed 
in  fo  great  perfeXion  all  the  different  parts  of  war. 
We  have  feen  the  art  and  order  of  his  retreats,  and 
the  fecrecy  and  quicknefs  of  his  marches.  All  his 
*  S,  Evremom’s  Elogium.  motions 
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motions  were  adjufted  according  to  the  ground,  the 
time  and  the  feafon.  The  great  knowledge  he  had 
of  the  country  where  he  made  war,  the  trouble  he 
took  to  go  in  perfon  to  view  the  enemy,  and  the  ex- 
adtnefs  of  his  eye  in  judging  of  their  fituation  raifed 
him  above  the  ableft  Generals  in  choofing  ground  for 
a  camp.  It  was  by  this  art  that  with  forces  very 
much  inferior  in  number  he  often  check’d  the  moft 
formidable  enemies.  He  always  preferred  fmall 
armies  to  great,  as  being  more  expeditious  in  their 
marches,  eafier  to  be  maintained  and  more  manage¬ 
able  in  their  motions  :  but  when  he  was  at  the  head 
of  30,000  men  he  conduced  them  with  the  fame 
judgment  as  when  he  had  but  10,000.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  an  adtion  there  was  nothing  extraordinary 
to  be  remarked  in  him  ;  but  as  the  engagement 
grew  warmer,  his  air  and  countenance  changed  ^  he 
appeared  more  raifed  and  animated,  ftill  preferving 
an  entire  freedom  of  mind,  which  made  him  judge 
coolly,  provide  for  all,  and  take  advantage  of  the 
leaft  faults  committed  by  the  enemy.  He  fo  well 
chofe  his  Ground,  that  he  was  fcarcely  ever  forced 
to  fight.  In  drawing  up  his  troops  for  a  battle  he 
ranked  the  foldiers  of  the  different  nations  according 
to  the  knowledge  he  had  of  their  genius,  and  regu¬ 
lated  the  pofts  of  the  Officers  rather  by  their  capacity 
than  their  precedency.  He  no  lefs  excelled  in  the 
art  of  making  fieges ;  he  viewed  all  with  his  own 
eyes,  diredled  the  works,  vifited  them  continually, 
and  would  have  the  Officers  informed  as  he  was  of 
the  moft  minute  particulars.  He  avoided  as  much 
as  poffible  the  taking  any  place  by  affault,  his  hu¬ 
manity  making  him  afraid  of  the  outrages  which  the 
foldiers  commit  on  fuch  occafions. 

Thefe  Virtues,  fentiments  and  talents  were  the 
fource  of  great  adtions,  which  will  make  the  Vif- 
count  de  Turenne  immortal,  and  which  juftly 
gained  him  the  Elogium  of  having  been  a  Man 
Who  was  an  Honour  to  Mankind. 

THE  E  Tsf  D, 
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A. 


A IX  la  Chapelle .  [peace  of]  Page  353. 

Alliance  [triple]  between  England,  Holland  and  Swe¬ 
den,  352. 

Altenbeim,  [battle  of]  487. 

Anne  of  Aufria  Queen  Regent,  her  charaCler,  1 5 1 .  She  fends 
to  found  the  Vifcount’s  difpofition  in  the  firft  wars  of  Paris, 
162.  Her  death,  34;. 

Arras  [the  city  of  ]  befieged  by  the  Spaniards,  260.  TheVif- 
count  throws  fuccours  into  it,  261.  Defcription  of  the  lines 
of  the  Spaniards  round  that  place,  265.  Attack  of  the  lines, 
269. 

Aujburg  befieged  by  the  Vifcount,  1  25. 


B. 

Bavaria  [Maximilian  Duke  of]  endeavours  to  hinder  the  allies 
from  joining,  121.  Quits  his  Capital,  and  retiies  to  the 
Archbifhop  ofSaltzbourg,  143. 

Bergues  [town  of]  taken  by  the  Vifcount,  317. 

Bleneau  [aClion  of]  206. 

Bois-le-Duc  befieged  in  1629.  11.  Is  taken,  13.' 

Bouillon  [Henri  de  la  Tour  d’ Auvergne,  ill  Duke  of]  his  cha¬ 
racter,  1. 

Bouillon  [Frederic  Maurice,  Duke  of]  quits  the  fervice  of  Hol¬ 
land  and  turns  Catholick,  19.  Receives  the  Count  deSoilfons 
at  Sedan,  56,  and  the  Duke  of  Guife,  58.  Makes  a  treaty 
with  Spain  and  the  Empire,  ibid.  Submits  himie'f  to  the 
King,  61.  Is  engaged  in  the  affair  of  Cinqmars,  64.  Goes 
to  command  in  Italy,  65.  Is  taken  at  Cazal,  and  conducted 
to  Pierre  en  Cize,  68.  Is  fet  at  liberty,  and  yields  up  Sedan 
to  the  King,  69.  Returns  to  Court,  73.  Afterwards  leaves 
France,  and  goes  to  Rome,  74.  The  Pope  treats  him  as  a 
Sovereign  Prince,  ibid.  Declares  for  the  Princes,  1 76.  His 
death  and  charaCler,  233. 

Bourdeaux  [befieged]  180.  Pardon  and  peace  granted  to  the 
Bourdelois,  182. 

Bournonville  [the  Duke  of]  joins  his  troops  to  thofe  of  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain  and  Count  Caprara,  426. 

Brandenbourg  [the  EleClor  of]  declares  for  the  Dutch,  365. 
Joins  his  troops  with  thofe  of  the  Emperor,  393.  Is  obliged 
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to  retire  into  Weftphalia,  396-  Withdraws  into  his  own  ter 
ritories,  402.  Makes  peace  with  France,  404.  Breaks  his 
treaty  with  her,  and  joins  his  troops  to  thole  of  the  Irnpe- 
rialifts,  446. 

Breda  [Peace  of]  346. 

Brifac  befieged  by  the  Duke  of  Weymar,  39.  Taken,  42. 

C. 

Cambray  relieved  by  the  Prince  of  Conde,  297. 

Cazal relieved  by  the  French,  48. 

Charles  IV.  [Duke  of  Lorrain]  his  difpofition  in  1635.  17. 

Goes  to  the  relief  of  Brifac,  40.  Declares  for  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  enters  France,  and  incamps  at  Villeneuve  St.  George, 
217.  Signs  a  treaty  with  the  Vifcount,  219.  Breaks  his 
treaty  with  the  King,  and  comes  a  fecond  time  into  France, 
236.  He  and  the  Prince  of  Conde  endeavour  to  ihut  up  the 
Vifcount  in  his  camp,  238.  Is  imprifoned  by  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  259. 

Cinqmars  [Marquis  of]  enters  into  a  confpiracy  with  the  Spani¬ 
ards  againil  the  State,  62.  Gains  over  to  him  the  Preiident 
de  Thou,  63.  Tries  to  draw  in  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  64. 
Is  imprifoned,  67.  Is  beheaded,  68 

Conde  the  Great.  See  Enguien  and  Louis-de  Bourbon. 

Conde  [the  Princefs  of]  goes  to  Bourdeaux,  177. 

Qonty  [the  Prince  of]  is  reilored  to  the  King’s  favour,  259. 

D. 

Dixmuyde  [Town  of]  taken  by  the  Vifcount,  319. 

Don  John  of  Auflria  arrives  in  Flanders,  to  command  there,  285, 

Donjons  [Sand-hills  about  Dunkirk]  (the  battle  of  the)  313. 

Dunkirk  befieged,  303.  Taken,  316.  Sold  to  the  King  by 
theEnglilh,  338. 

E. 

Empire,  its  political  State  at  the  time  of  the  rupture  between  the 
two  Crowns,  21. 

England  declares  war  againil  the  Dutch,  343.  Departs  from 
the  triple  alliance,  362. 

Enguien  [Duke  of]  goes  and  rejoins  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
near  Friburg,  79.  Returns  into  France,  and  leaves  the  Vif¬ 
count  to  command  in  Germany,  9;.  Comes  a  fecond  time 
into  Germany,  105.  Croifes  the  Neckar,  and  takes  Wim- 
few,  106.  Draws  near  Nortlingen,  10 7.  Returns  into 
F ranee  after  the  battle  of  Nortlingen,  113. 
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Enjheim  [battle  of]  p.  439,  to  p.  444. 

EJlampes  befieged,  214. 

Europe,  the  State  of  it  in  general,  with  refpedt  to  the  wars  of 
Religion,  6. 

Ferdinand  II.  Emperor  dies,  35. 

Ferdinand  III.  is  eledted,  ibid. 

France  [the  ftate  of  ]  under  Louis  XIII.  14.  Its  alliance  with 
the  Princes  of  Italy  in  1635.  z^-  Rupture  between  France 
and  Spain,  27.  Its  condition  after  the  peace  of  Weftphalia, 

1 30.  Rife  of  the  civil  wars  of  the  Fronde,  155.  Imprifon- 
ment  of  the  Chiefs  and  firft  infurredtion  of  the  People,  156. 
An  enumeration  of  the  heads  of  the  Frondeurs,  158. 

Francbe  Comte  conquered  by  the  King,  352. 

Fribourg,  Turenne  marches  to  the  Relief  of  it,  78.  Firft 
fight,  82.  Second  fight,  85.  Third  fight,  87. 

Fronde  [the  war  of]  fee  France. 

G. 

Galas  [Count  of]  raifes  the  fiege  of  Mentz,  29.  Purfues  the 
Confederates,  30.  Enters  Burgundy  and  invefts  S.  John  de 
Lone,  33  and  34. 

Gajlon  Duke  of  Orleans  treats  with  Spain,  65.  Reveals  the 
treaty,  68.  His  charadter,  152.  Raifes  troops  and  de¬ 
clares  againft  the  Court,  200.  Submits  himfelf  to  the  King, 
296. 

Gergeau  [adtion  at  Gergeau  bridge]  201. 

Grandpre  [afterwards  Marlhalde  Joyeufe]  excufed  by  the  Vif- 
count  in  a  moft  generous  manner,  293. 

Guebriant  [Marfhal  of]  takes  on  him  the  command  of  the  Wey- 
marian  troops,  43. 

H. 

Harcourt  [Count  of]  goes  to  command  in  Italy,  46.  Relieves 
Cafal,  48.  Takes  Turin,  53.  Puts  a  flop  to  the  Prince 
of  Conde’s  Vidtories,  198. 

Hocquincourt  [Marfhal]  his  wrong  condudt  at  Eftampes,  203. 
His  traiterous  behaviour,  281.  His  death  at  the  battle  of 
the  Downs,  309. 

Holland,  condition  of  that  Republick  when  firft  the  Vifcount 
went  to  ferve  there,  7.  Its  alliance  with  France  in  163;,  z6. 
Its  circumftances  before  the  wars  with  the  King  in  1 672.  359. 
Makes  all  pofiible  preparations  for  war  againft  France,  370. 
Is  evacuated  by  the  King’s  troops,  412. 

L 

Leopold  [Archduke]  joins  the  Bavarians  at  the  head  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  troops,  114.  Separates  from  them,  115.  Returns  to 
the  re.ief  of  the  Bavarians,  126.  The  Vifcount  cuts  off  his 
provifions,  127. 
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Lijle  befieged  and  taken  by  the  King,  3  50. 

Lotrain  invaded  in  1630.  17.  Again  invaded,  363. 

Louis  XIII.  makes  the  conque!!  of  Rouffiilon,  6 1 .  He  dies,  70. 

Louis  XIV.  falls  fick  at  Calais,  319.  His  marriage,  332.  Pre¬ 
pares  to  make  war  on  the  Spaniards,  347.  Motives  of  this 
war,  ibid.  Takes  feveral  towns,  348.  Seizes  upon  Lorrain, 
363.  Makes  an  alliance  with  the  Eledtor  of  Cologne  and 
Bifhop  of  Munfter,  ibid.  Treats  with  the  Emperor  and  Swe¬ 
den,  364.  Declares  War  again!!  the  Dutch,  370.  Takes 
Wefel,  Buric,  Orloy  and  Rhimberg,  373.  Returns  to  Pa¬ 
ris  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  390.  Poffeffes  himfelf  of 
Franche-Comte,  416. 

Louis  de  Bourbon  Prince  of  Conde,  his  character,  152.  He  de¬ 
clares  for  the  Court  again!!  the  Frondeurs,  160.  Origin  of 
the  mifunderltandings  between  him  and  Mazarin,  167.  His 
imprifonment,  168.  His  enlargement,  190.  Motives  which 
engage  him  to  break  again  with  the  Court,  195.  Sets  out 
for  Bourdeax,  and  renews  the  civil  wars,  197.  Quits  Gui- 
enne  and  arrives  in  the  camp  of  the  rebels  near  Montargis, 
202.  Surprizes  the  quarters  of  Marlhal  d’Hocquincourt  at 
Bleneau,  203.  Intrenches  himfelf  in  the  Fauxbourg  of  S.  An¬ 
toine,  223.  Enters  France  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand  Spa¬ 
niards,  231.  Befieges  Rocroy,  256.  Treats  with  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  258.  and  fuccours  Cambrai,  297. 

Louis  Eledtor  Palatin,  his  letter  to  the  Vifcount,  428. 

Louvois,  a  reconciliation  between  him  and  the  Vifcount,  464. 

M. 

Maejiricht  befieged  and  taken  by  the  King,  405. 

Mariendal  [battle  of]  1  o  1 . 

Marpbee  [battle  of]  59. 

Maubeuge  befieged  by  the  Cardinal  Infant,  37.  Relieved  by  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne,  ibid. 

Mentos  fupplied  with  provifions  by  the  French  and  Swedes,  29. 

Mazarin  [Cardinal]  his  character,  153.  His  letter  to  the  Vif¬ 
count,  162.  The  Vifcount’s  anfwer,  164.  Leaves  France 
and  retires  to  Brule,  191.  Comes  back  to  France,  200. 
Quits  the  Kingdom  a  fecond  time  and  retires  to  Bouillon,  235. 
Returns  to  Court,  244.  Hisdeath,  338. 

Merci  [General]  furprizes  the  Vifcount  at  Mariendal,  100.  Is 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Nortlingen,  no. 

Montecuculli  retires  before  the  Vifcount,  407.  Wins  over  to 
him  the  Bilhop  of  Wurtzbourg,  408.  Again  decamps  to  avoid 
the  Vifcount,  409.  His  charadler  and  that  of  the  Vifcount 
compared,  469.  His  different  encampments,  marches  and 
countermarches  in  1675,  p.  473,  &c. 

LaMotte  [Cattle  of]  befieged,  17. 

Moufon  befieged  by  the  Vifcount,  257. 
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INDEX. 

Mulhaufen  [battle  of]  456. 

Munjler,  Preparations  for  that  congrefs,  77.  Negotiation  and 
perplexities  of  that  congrefs,  1 1 8.  Pretenfions  of  the  Electors 
of  Brandenbourg  and  Bavaria,  1 1 8,  119.  Pretenfions  of 
France  and  Spain,  119.  General  Plan  of  the  Congrefs,  120. 
Motives  which  ingaged  the  different  powers  to  make  peace, 
146.  Principal  articles  of  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  ibid. 

N. 

Naerden  taken  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  406. 

Nimeguen  befieged  and  taken,  383. 

Norl/ingen,  [battle  of]  108. 

Orange  [Prince  of]  fee  William  III. 

Oudenarde  taken  by  the  Vifcount,  322. 

Oxenftiern ,  Chancellor,  his  character,  25.  Comes  into  France, 
ibid. 

P. 

Paris  [blockade  of  that  city]  262.  Opens  its  gates  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  229.  A  maflacrc  committed  at  the  Hotel 
deVille,  230. 

Perpignan  [city  of]  befieged  by  the  French  and  taken,  6  2. 

Philip  King  of  Spain  [the  death  of]  344. 

Philipjbourg  [the  fiege  of]  89. 

Portugal,  its  wars  with  Spain  after  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  333. 

Pyrenees  [Peace  of  the]  328,  isf  c. 

R. 

Retz  [Cardinal  of]  his  character,  1 54.  Gets  together  and  en¬ 
courages  the  heads  of  the  Frondeurs,  158.  Is  imprifoned  at 
Vincennes  248.  Efcapes  from  prifon  and  goes  into  Italy,  274. 

Richelieu,  [Cardinal  of]  the  general  plan  of  his  political  views 
19.  His  Union  with  Weymar  and  Chancellor  Oxenftiern, 
24.  his  jealoufy  of  the  Duke  of  Weymar,  43.  He  dif- 
covers  the  treaty  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  Weymar’s  with 
Spain,  66.  His  death  and  charadter,  70. 

Rhetel  [fiege  of]  183.  Battle  of,  187. 

Rhine  [paftage  of the]  377. 

Rochefoucault  [Duke  of]  declares  for  the  Princes,  176.  His 
pardon  granted,  182. 

Ro/en  [Major  General]  his  error  at  the  battle  ofMariendal,  100. 
Hinders  the  Weymarian  troops  from  going  into  Flanders,  130. 
is  made  prifoner  by  the  Vifcount,  and  lent  to  Philipsbourg, 
>35- 

Ruel  [Peace  of]  165. 

S. 

Saverne  befieged  by  the  Duke  of  Weymar  and  the  Cardinal  de 
la  Valette  in  1636.  32. 

Savoy,  Rife  of  the  wars  in  that  country,  44. 


Schomberg 


INDEX. 

Schomberg  [Count  de]  goes  to  command  in  Portugal,  337,, 

Sintzbeim  [battle  of]  422,  &c. 

Soiffons  [Count  of]  retires  to  Sedan,  56.  His  death,  60. 

Spain,  its  political  ftate  at  the  rupture  between  the  two  Crowns 
in  163;,  20. 

Spaniards  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  with  an  army  of 
20000  men,  231.  Endeavour  to  furprize  Calais,  299.  be- 
fiegeArdres,  301. 

Stenay  befieged  by  the  French,  260. 

Saint  Antoine  [battle  of]  224.  Defperate  rage  of  the  foldiers 
againft  each  other  at  that  battle,  226.  The  Parifians  open 
their  Gates  to  the  Prince  of  Conde’ s  troops,  229. 

Swedes  [the  army  of]  Separate  itfelf  from  that  of  the  King,  106. 

T. 

‘ Turenne  [Henry  Vifcount  de]  His  birth,  p.  1.  His  Educa¬ 
tion,  3 .  The  firft  token  of  his  martial  difpofition,  ibid. 
His  Studies,  ibid.  His  exercifes,  5.  His  journey  into  Hol¬ 
land,  6.  Serves  as  a  volunteer,  8.  Is  made  a  Captain  of 
foot,  9.  Enters  into  the  fervice  of  France  and  is  made  a 
Colonel,  14.  Is  raifed  to  be  a  Major  General,  17.  His  conduct 
in  the  famous  retreat  at  Mentz,  3 1 .  Takes  the  caftle  of  Solre, 
and  gives  a  remarkable  proof  of  his  continence,  36.  Is  made 
a  Lieutenant-General,  and  goes  to  the  liege  of  Brifac,  39. 
Is  made  a  Marlhal  of  France,  71.  His  thoughts  of  his  four 
Makers  in  the  military  art,  ibid.  Goes  to  command  in  Ger- 
•many,  74.  His  generality  to  d’Erlac  Governor  of  Brifac,  76. 
Marches  to  the  relief  of  Friburg,  78.  Wormes,  Oppenheim 
and  Mentz  furrender  to  him,  93.  Takes  Landau,  94.  Saves 
Sp  ires,  and  feizes  on  the  caftle  of  Creutznac,  96.  Paffes  the 
Rhine  and  Neckar,  purfues  General  Merci,  97.  Advances 
into  Franconia,  and  takes  up  his  quarters  at  Mariendal,  98. 
His  fine  retreat  after  the  defeat  at  Mariendal,  102.  His  con- 
dudt  cenfur’d.  His  juftification,  103.  Gains  the  battle  of 
Nortlingen,  110.  Reinftates  the  Eleftor  of  Triers,  116. 
returns  to  Court,  '  17.  Mazarin  offers  him  the  Duchy  of 
Chateau  Thierry,  but  he  declines  it,  ibid.  Joins  the  Swedilh 
troops  after  a  long  and  laborious  march,  122.  Befieges  Auf- 
burg,  125.  Is  ordered  to  quit  Germany  and  march  into 
Flanders,  128.  Purfues  the  Weymarians  (who  had  refufed 
to  follow  him  into  Flanders)  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  131. 
Brings  them  back  to  their  duty,  132,  &c.  Goes  into  the 
Duchy  of  Luxembourg,  136.  Marches  back  his  troops  into 
Germany,  137.  His  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  138. 
The  Duke’s  anfwer,  ibid.  Joins  the  Swedilh  troops,  139. 
Defeats  Melander  and  Montecu.  uHi,  140  Makes  an  irrup¬ 
tion  into  Bavaria,  142.  His  conduct  during  the  Negotiati¬ 
ons  of  Weftphalia,  and  the  wars  in  Germany,  148.  De¬ 
clares 


INDEX. 

dares  his  intentions  to  the  army  during  the  wars  of  the 
Fronde,  164.  Retires  into  Holland,  165.  Returns  to  Pa¬ 
ris,  166.  Retires  to  Stenay  with  the  Duchefs  of  Longue- 
ville,  170.  Aflembles  troops  to  deliver  the  Princes,  ibid. 
Treats  with  the  Spaniards,  171.  Writes  to  the  Queen, 
172.  Puts  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Spaniards,  and  be- 
fieges  le  Catelet  and  Guife,  1 74.  Befieges  and  takes  Mou- 
fon.  176.  His  retreat  after  the  lofs  of  the  battle  of  Rhe- 
tel,  1 88.  His  remarkable  difintereftednefs,  ibid.  Labours 
to  make  a  peace  between  the  two  Crowns,  192.  Returns 
to  Court  and  obtains  his  pardon,  194.  Refufes  to  enter 
into  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  new  Schemes,  197.  Puts  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  Royal  Troops,  200.  Saves  the  King’s 
affairs  from  ruin  by  his  condudl  at  Gergeau-bridge,  201. 
Does  the  fame  near  Gien,  206.  Leads  the  King’s  army  to 
Chatres,  208.  Marches  towards  Eftampes,  210.  Attacks 
and  carries  the  fuburb  of  it,  21 1.  Befieges  Eftampes,  214. 
Raifes  the  fiege,  217.  Marches  againft  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain,  obliges  him  to  quit  France,  219.  Prevails  on  the  Court 
not  to  retire  to  Lyons,  232.  Drives  the  Spaniards  out  of 
France,  233.  Difappoints  the  hopes  of  the  Prince  of  Conde 
and  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  339.  Brings  back  the  King  to 
Paris,  342.  Purfues  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  obliges  him  to 
depart  the  kingdom,  245.  Befieges  and  takes  Bar-le-Duc, 
246.  Takes  Chateau,  Porcien  and  Vervins,  248.  The 
Vifcount  marries,  249.  His  famous  encampment  hard 
by  Peronne,  253.  His  ufual  condud  at  fieges,  258.  Marches 
to  the  relief  of  Arras,  and  encamps  at  Mouchy  le  Preux,  26 1 . 
Vifits  the  lines  of  the  Spaniards,  265.  Attacks  the  lines,  and 
forces  the  Spaniards  to  raife  the  fiege,  269.  Takes  Que- 
noy  and  Binches,  273.  Prevents  a  frelh  rupture  between 
the  Court  and  the  Parliament,  274.  Takes  Landrecies, 
275.  Perfonal  mifunderftanding  between  him  and  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  279.  Takes  Conde  and  S.  Guiflain, 
280.  Inverts  Valenciennes,  286.  His  glorious  retreat  after 
the  overthrow  at  Valenciennes,  290.  Takes  la  Capelle  and 
fuccours  S.  Guiflain,  294  and  295.  Is  made  Colonel  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  cavalry,  296.  Attempts  to  furprize  Cambrai,  but 
is  hinder’d  by  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  great  expedition,  297. 
Takes  S.  Venant,  relieves  Arras,  and  befieges  Mardike,  502. 
Defeats  the  Spaniards  in  the  battle  of  the  Downs,  312.  Takes 
Bergues,  Dixmuyde  and  Gravelin,  317,  &c.  Surprizes  and 
defeats  the  Prince  de  Ligner.ear  Ypres  323.  Takes  Menin, 
Ypres,  Gramont  and  Ninove,  324  and  325.  Forms  adefign 
for  the  Reftoration  of  the  King  of  England,  330,  £5>.  Is 
made  Marlhal  General  of  the  King’s  camps  and  armies,  332. 
The  King  leaves  to  him  the  management  of  the  affair  of  Por- 
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tugal.  339-  He  enters  into  a  correfpondence  with  the  Grand 
Penfioner  de  Witt,  340.  Propofesa  match  between  the  Prin- 
cefs  de  Montpenfier  and  the  King  of  Portugal,  ibid.  Con¬ 
tinues  to  procure  alfiftance  for  the  Portuguefe,  341.  Em¬ 
braces  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion,  354.  His  private 
life,  356,  iftc.  Contrails  an  intimacy  with  Henrietta  of 
England  Duchefs  of  Orleans.  Falls  in  love  with  a  Lady 
the  Duchefs’s  favourite,  and  reveals  the  King’s  fecret  to 
her.  360.  Takes  Maffeick,  372.  Takes  the  town  and 
fort  of  Rees,  375.  Takes  feveral  towns  and  forts  in  Hol¬ 
land,  380,  &c.  Marches  againft  the  Eledlor  of  Branden- 
bourg,  39Z.  Takes  feveral  towns  in  Weftphalia,  and  drives 
the  enemy  from  thence  399,  l$c.  Marches  to  Sintzheim, 
417,  Defeats  the  enemy  there,  422.  Receives  a  challenge  from 
the  Eleilor  Palatin,  428.  His  anfwer,  430.  Gains  the 
battle  of  Enfheim,  441.  His  fine  ftratagem  to  drive  the 
Imperialifts  out  of  Alface,  and  make  them  repafs  the 
Rhine,  454.  Marches  to  Turkheim,  and  defeats  the  Impe¬ 
rialifts  there,  4^9,  tifc.  Returns  to  Court,  462  Is  for  re¬ 
tiring  from  the  World,  464.  Marches  againft  Montecuculli, 
465 .  His  character  compared  with  that  of  Montecuculli,  469. 
His  different  encampments,  marches  and  countermarches 
againft  Montecuculli,  470,  dsV.  His  death,  484.  The 
grief  and  confternation  of  the  army  on  occafion  of  his  death, 
485,  Funeral  honours  paid  him,  487.  Publick  lamenta¬ 
tions,  488.  The  Vifcount’s  character,  489. 

lurtnne  [Vifcountefs  of]  her  death,  345. 

Turin  befieged  by  the  French,  50,  and  taken,  53. 

Turkbeim  [adtion  of]  460, 

V. 

Valcite  [Cardinal  de  la]  goes  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Swedes  in 
Germany,  28.  Befieges  Saverne,  32.  Commands  in  Pied¬ 
mont,  45. 

Valenciennes  inverted  by  the  French,  286..  The  Spaniards  force 
them  to  raife  the  fiege,  288. 

Vert  [John  de]  enters  Picardy  to  ravage  it,  and  marches  to¬ 
wards  Paris,  33. 

W. 

Weftphalia,  fee  Munfter. 

Weymarians  refufe  to  go  into  Flanders,  and  revolt  againft  the 
Vifcount,  130. 

Weymar  [Bernard  Duke  of  ]  his  charadler,  24.  His  firfl  treaty 
with  France,  ibid.  His  fecond  treaty  with  France,  32.  Be¬ 
fieges  the  foreft  towns,  and  blocks  up  Brizac,  38.  His  death 
and  charadler,  43. 
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William  III.  Prince  of  Orange  is  declared  Captain  General  and 
High  Admiral  of  the  Republick  of  Holland,  369.  Is  de¬ 
clared  Stadtholder,  385.  Befieges  and  takes  Bonn,  412. 
Wittcmvir  [adlion  of]  39. 

Witts  [de]  the  two  brothers  maffacred.  391  - 

Y. 

York  [the  Duke  of]  arrives  in  the  Vifcount’s  Cc  ap,  in  1653* 
213.  Leaves  France,  283. 

Ypres  taken  by  the  Vifcount,  324. 

Yvree  befieged,  54. 

Z. 

lujmarhaufen  [adion  of]  141. 

, 

The  End  of  the  Table, 
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PAge  2 .  line  12.  for  being  read  having  been.  p.  1 1 .  iri  the  Mar¬ 
gin  r .  Pucelle.  p.  44.  /.  22.  ingenioufly,  r.  ingenuoufly.  p. 
81.  /.  32.  their  entrance?-,  this  entrance,  p.  102.  1.  5.  r.  Smit- 
befg.  p.  1 36.  /.  23.  r.  into  the  Province  of  Luxembourg,  p.  189. 
/.  18.  long  in  the  fervice  r.  long  a  General,  p.  217.  /.  9.  them 
r  it-  ibid,  in  the  margin  r.  from  Etampes.  p.  247.  /.  21.  crowded 
with  veflels  of  wine  r.  abounded  with  wine.  1.  23.  even  for  r. 
prevail  with./.  27.  were  r.  was. p.  313.  in  the  margin,  defence 
r.  defeat,  p.  333 .-  in  the  margin  r.  Marfhal  General. 
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APPROBATION. 


BY  Order  of  my  Lord  Keeper  of 
the  Seals  1  have  perus'd  The 
Hifiory  of  the  Life  of  Monfieur 
de  Turenney  and  I  think  it  worthy 
of  the  Hero. 

Far'n  25  May  1734.  FoNTENELLE. 


I  have  alfo  perus’d  the  Authorities 
in  three  Parts ; 


F  ONTENELL  E, 


